
People counting systems 
and crowd monitoring

When running any large 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
balancing the size of 

your operation and the people 
using it is a necessity. For loca-
tions such as airport, this 
includes using thorough people 
counting systems and crowd 
monitoring solutions. Find out 
more about what people 
counting and crowd monitoring 
are, the benefits of these 
systems and how airports 
implement them in day-to-day 
operations.

What is people counting 
and crowd monitoring?

People counting refers to 
systems that airports and other 
large facilities use to track the 
number of people in a space. 
This is a relatively simple 
process, using AI as a means of 
tracking the number of people 
entering the airport by counting 
the number of boarding passes 
accepted and counting pas-
sengers that leave through the 
air. This includes both counting 
individuals in the group and 
"crowd counting", which is a 
method of estimating the 
number of people through rec-
ognizable body features.

Crowd monitoring slightly 
differs, instead focusing on the 
way that a crowd behaves and 
moves. This means that an 

airport has the right security 
provision in the right place at 
the right time, reducing the risk 
of people causing harm to one 
another through overcrowding 
and other related issues.

Technology used in people 
counting and crowd 
monitoring

There is a selection of tech-
nology that organizations use 
in the people counting and 
crowd monitoring processes. 
These include:

CCTV
CCTV is one of the simpler 

methods of using crowd mon-
itoring. This is a series of 
cameras that show security and 
logistics teams the entire 
airport, providing instant 
access to an idea of the levels 
of footfall that the airport is 
experiencing at any one time. 
CCTV is prevalent in businesses 
and premises of all kinds, 
which makes it a highly flexible 
method of counting people and 
monitoring the size of crowds 

as they move and develop 
throughout the day. Monitoring 
crowds is impossible without 
seeing them, and organizations 
see crowds with ease when 
using CCTV.

Queue Management 
Systems (QMS)

Queue management 
systems play an underlying 
role in monitoring and con-
trolling the number of people 
in a set area at any one point. 
For example, one kiosk with a 
large queue receives a signif-
icant number of customers, 
and upon seeing this amount 
of customers the organization 
opens more kiosks. This is a 
method of diluting the excess 
pressure on individuals and 
bottlenecks in the organi-
zation, increasing efficiency 
and significantly reducing the 
density of crowds.

Guidance signage
Guidance signage sees use 

at the very end of the process. 
Airports and other facilities use 
guidance signage to guide 
people to the right location, 
such as signage that shows pas-
sengers where their next flight 
is and exactly when the flight 
is due. Monitoring crowds and 
then implementing systems to 
control them keeps the people 
in the airport as safe as pos-
sible, preventing dangerous 
crushes and guaranteeing a 
m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e 
experience.

If your organization has 
any interest in making use of 
people counting systems and 
crowd monitoring, contact 
Bayanat Engineering Qatar to 
find out more about how to 
count the people within your 
premises and how to monitor 
and manage large crowds on 
our website https://www.bay-
anatengineering.qa/.
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When the curtains were 
drawn on the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 

2022 on December 18, 2022, 
with Lionel Messi-powered 
Argentina finally lifting the 
trophy that has eluded the 
football powerhouse for 36 
years, the unanimous message 
on everyone’s lips was that 
Qatar 2022 is arguably the best 
tournament in history.

One of the major, if not the 
top, revelations of the tour-
nament has been the per-
formance of the Atlas Lions of 
Morocco. The African and Arab 
team stunned the world by 
donning the toga of giant-
killers, accounting for the 
slaying of European giants 
Belgium, Spain, and Cristiano 
Ronaldo’s Portugal, whom they 
defeated to book a semi-final 
ticket – the first for any African 
team in history since the World 
Cup started in 1930.

While the Atlas Lions were 
strutting their stuff on the field 
of play, the vociferous fans, who 
were celebrated for being one 
of the most passionate fan 
groups at the tournament, were 
passionately behind the team, 
singing, dancing, and shouting 
relentlessly at every game in 
support of their team.

Mohammed Aderdor, one of 
the Moroccan community 
leaders in Qatar and a dedicated 
and loyal fan of Atlas Lions 
during the World Cup, says the 
tournament will be remem-
bered as a historical event that 
will change the history of not 
only Moroccan football, but also 
African and Arab football.

“With its historical per-
formance, the Moroccan team 
has broken the delusional idea 
that African football cannot 
compete with Western football. 
“That wrong feeling was purely 
a psychological obstacle built on 
a complex of inferiority, and the 
Atlas Lions have succeeded in 
breaking that barrier, and I see 
African and Arab football 

progressing massively from 
here on,” Aderdor told The 
Peninsula.

“Another factor is that what 
Morocco did will have a signif-
icant impact on the participation 
of African football teams in 
future World Cups. “The number 
of African teams that will be 
participating in the World Cup 
might likely increase to nine, if 
not 10, based on FIFA’s plan to 
expand participation from 32 to 
38 teams starting with the 2026 
World Cup,” he added.

Aderdor, who also enjoys 
playing football, noted that the 
organization of the tournament 
was simply amazing.

“Qatar did a great job, 
though part of the western 
media was underestimating 
Qatar‘s ability and readiness to 
organize the World Cup, but at 
the end, Qatar proved that it is 
a great country with great 
potential.” 

He added that Qatar was a 
worthy representative of Asian 
and Arab countries, and what 
the country did should be 
applauded far and wide.

Speaking about the major 
highlights of his experience 
during the tournament, Aderdor 
said, “As fan leaders residing in 
Doha, we really experienced 
great things during this World 
Cup tournament. It was a good 
opportunity for us to go through 
all stages of the tournament. We 
received our national team upon 
arrival, and we visited the 
players during their training 
sessions. 

He noted that in addition to 
the tens of fan leaders residing 
in Doha, the Moroccan Com-
munity was able to host a 
number of fan leaders from 
Morocco.

“Thanks to the Supreme 
Committee, which thankfully 
supported the idea and provided 
flight tickets, the Hayya card, 
accommodation, food, and 
transportation, we were able to 
bring in and host several fan 
leaders from local Moroccan 
football clubs such as Raja Casa-
blanca, Wydad Casablanca, FAR 
Rabat, HUSA, and others that 
have a long history of sup-
porting our national team. “It 
was a wonderful experience to 
have such huge support for the 
team,” Aderdor said.

He added that he looks 
forward to a repeat of the Qatar 
2022 experience at the 2026 
World Cup, which will be 
jointly-hosted by the USA, 
Canada, and Mexico.

“Our national team really 
deserves support. We will stand 
with our national team 
wherever it goes. “We are ready 
at all times to give them 
maximum support at any time 
and at any place,” he added.

Community leader applauds 
Morocco’s feat at Qatar 2022

Filipino artist turns 
spoon and fork into 
awesome artwork
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Metal sculptures are not new in 
Qatar, but how a Doha-based 
Filipino artist uses cutlery to 

create his artworks distinguishes him 
from other sculptors.

The Peninsula visited the residence 
of artist Danny Ponce in Al Sadd to 
check out his finished and ongoing 
projects. And seeing him create art 
pieces without using any machinery is 
quite impressive. 

“As far as I know, I’m the only one 
doing this type of artwork in Qatar. In 
some countries, I know there are spoon 
and fork artists, but I guess what sets 
me apart is the fact that I don’t use a 
welding machine, soldering gun, glue 
or strings to connect one spoon or fork 
with the other. I just bend and shape 
them using basic tools like pliers and 
wrenches.”

The 47-year-old artist said that he 
began creating simple metal artworks 
from scrap materials back in his home 
country, The Philippines, in 1999. When 
he arrived in Qatar in 2006, he con-
tinued exploring the art of metal 
sculpture using scraps, until an ani-
mated film gave him the idea to use 
stainless spoons and forks to pursue his 
craft.

“I got the inspiration after I saw my 
daughter watching the ‘Beauty and the 
Beast’ movie with the 
dancing spoons and forks 
scene. Within three days I 
finished my first spoon and 
fork sculpture – a 12-inch 
robot,” Ponce told The 
Peninsula.

So far, Ponce has fin-
ished 16 sculptures with 
themes including robots, 
motorbikes, guns, a 
centaur, a tennis player, a 
quad bike, and recently, a 
horse bust statue.

“After I sold a Harley Davidson-
inspired motorbike to a prominent 
Qatari, I became more inspired to create 
different subjects of various sizes.”

Depending on the complexity of his 
artwork, it takes more than a year to 
finish a large sculpture that comprises 
about 3,000 spoons and forks.

“It took me a year and a half to 
finish the quad bike. It is currently on 
display at Workinton M7 in Msheireb. 
With the Quad bike, I used 2,807 forks 
and 98 spoons. The 28-inch Trans-
formers-inspired robot is not that big 
but it was complicated to build. With 
that one, I used 494 forks and 144 
spoons.”

According to Ponce, the only chal-
lenge he faces in creating his art is the 
availability of the spoon and fork that 
he prefers to use. “I am finishing a huge 
motorbike, but the type of spoons and 
forks I’m using is currently out of stock. 
I have already used around 1,300 forks 
and 550 spoons. To finish it, I guess I 
will still need at least 1,000 forks and 
700 spoons.”

“I am also working on an Oryx, and 
another prominent 
animal in Qatar, Dugong, 
is next on my list. So, I 
hope the spoons and 
forks I prefer to use will 
be available soon.” 

Ponce said he puts a 
lot of effort into creating 
his artwork, thus he 
appreciates when he gets 
invited to participate in 
art exhibitions and 
events. “I am really 
grateful that some art 

institutions and art groups here in Qatar 
are noticing my art. Some of my art-
works were displayed at Katara, and 
last year I was invited to the Interna-
tional Arabian Horse Festival. It’s where 
I started working on my horse artwork. 
It was a great experience.” 

When asked about the best advice 
he could give to aspiring artists, he said: 

“There’s an artist in all of us. Try to dis-
cover, and when you find it, enhance 
your skill. Don’t be afraid to fail. 
Practice and practice more and con-
tinue what you’re doing.”

Ponce said he wants to bend more 
spoons and forks for more intricate 
sculptures, to pursue his passion and 
for a living.

Depending on the complexity 
of his artwork, it takes more 
than a year to finish a large 
sculpture that comprises 
about 3,000 spoons and forks.

Danny Ponce with his spoon and fork sculptures.  SALIM MATRAMKOT/THE PENINSULA
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Scan the QR code to 
watch a video of the 
artist and his works.

Mohammed Aderdor, one of the 
Moroccan community leaders in 
Qatar, with his son during one 
of the Moroccan games at the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.

Students from 
DPS MIS take 
part in Pravasi 
Bharatiya  
Divas 2023
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Students  from 
DPS-MIS, Grade 
VIII got a chance to 

attend the live telecast 
of the inaugural 
Ceremony, held as a part 
of Pravasi Bharatiya 
Divas on 9 January 2023 
at Ashoka hall, Indian 
cultural center. 

The event was held 
in Indore, Madhya 
Pradesh and was graced 
by the presence of dig-
nitaries such as Indian 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
Narendra Modi, Pres-
ident of the Republic of 
Suriname Chandrika-
persad Santokhi and 
Guyana President 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali. 
Dignitaries invited the 
Indian diaspora to par-
ticipate in nation 
building. 

The event was a 
great opportunity for 
students from different 
schools to interact with 
each other. 

The students also got 
a chance to interact with 
the Ambassador of India 
to Qatar, Dr. Deepak 
Mittal. 

He addressed all the 
student representatives 
on the importance, 
history and responsibil-
ities of being a Pravasi. 

The event concluded 
by taking home the pride 
and a sense of responsi-
bility of being ‘the cul-
tural ambassadors’ of 
the country.
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