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BSF holds annual meet to celebrate 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 success 
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Bihar Social Forum (BSF), an 
organisation of Indian expa-
triates hailing from India’s Bihar 
province, has held its annual 
meet and greet programme to 
celebrate the grand success of 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, the 
upcoming new year, and to 
introduce its new management 
committee for 2023 session at 
Kanjani Hall, IICC Building, in 
Al Thumama.  

An associate organisation 
(AO) of the Indian Community 
Benevolent Forum (ICBF) under 
the aegis of the Embassy of 
India in Qatar, the BSF was 
founded by Irfan Ansari and 
Imtiyaz Ahmad three years ago 
with an aim to provide help and 
support to Bihar community 
members in need under the 
guidance and support of Indian 
Community Benevolent Forum 
(ICBF) and the Indian Embassy 
in Qatar.

ICBF Acting President Vinod 
Nair and ICBF General Sec-
retary Sabith Sahir graced the 
event as chief guests on the 
occasion.  

BSF Founder Irfan Ansari 
congratulated Qatar for suc-
cessfully hosting FIFA World 
Cup. “It was the best ever World 

Cup in the history of FIFA,” he 
said. He took the occasion to 
introduce Satyendra Pathak, a 
senior journalist with a Doha-
based English newspaper, as the 
president of the BSF man-
agement committee for the 
2023 session.  

Members of BSF’s new 
management committee are 
Irfan Ansari, Satyendra Pathak, 
Imam Hussain, Sadab Hussain, 
Aftab Alam Siddique, Abdul 
Rahman, Mohammad Dilnawaz 
Ali, Parwez Ali Saifi, Saddam 
Ansari, Mohammad Musharraf 
Khan, Mohammad Azharuddin, 
Arvind Yadav, Mazrul Haque, 
Mohammad Azmayeen, 
Zulfikar Ali, Rizwan Ahmad, 
Dharmendra Kumar and 
Mohammad Jishan Ali.

Ansari also introduced BSF 
membership for Bihar com-
munity members and urged all 
the participants to strengthen 
the organisation with their val-
uable contributions.

Speaking on the occasion 
ICBF Acting President Vinod 
Nair praised BSF for various 
activities to support the 
members of the Bihar com-
munity in need. “I am quite 
impressed by the activities of 
BSF and this is the reason for 
the organisation’s phenomenal 

growth in the last three years,” 
he said.

Nair especially hailed Irfan 
Ansari for working tirelessly to 
help and support Indian com-
munity members in need. 
Sabith Sahir congratulated the 
BSF founder and management 
committee members for 
selecting Satyendra Pathak as 
the new president of the organ-
isation. He wished BSF all the 
success under the new man-
agement committee.   

Addressing BSF members 
on the occasion Pathak said, 
“Our prime and foremost pri-
ority will always remain to 
help and support Bihar com-
munity members, especially 
the large number of workers 
engaged with various devel-
opment projects in Qatar. 
Besides, we will also aim to 
reach out to families from 
Bihar so that they have a 
platform to celebrate their art, 
culture, festivals, and tradi-
tional functions together.” 

A number of entertainment 
activities like dance, drama, 
singing by kids, and games for 
ladies and gents were also 
organised on the occasion. All 
the participants and winners of 
the games were presented with 
gifts.

Participants during an annual meet-and-greet event organised by Bihar Social Forum.  

Astrophotography: Shooting the night sky
JOELYN BALUYUT  
THE PENINSULA

Out there is another world, the black 
vastness of space bursting with 
colourful blobs of light, portraits of the 
planets, the moon, stars, nebulas, and 
galaxies – a different world, million 
miles away from where you are.

Astronomy is a broad field, a study 
of space and everything above us, and 
since the invention of photography, we 
seized the darkness of the night sky to 
capture astonishing, mind-blowing 
photos, we call it astrophotography.

The Peninsula sat down with one 
of the only four astrophotographers in 
the country – Ajith Everester, an Indian 
expat, at his rooftop observatory in Al 
Wukair, some 20km away from Doha. 
He’s been shooting the night sky since 
2017.

“Since 2011, I used to photograph 
birds and animals, and one fine 
morning my daughter asked me for a 
telescope to see the planets, so when 
I saw the planets from the telescope, I 
asked why can’t we photograph it 
instead? And from there I started 
astrophotography.”

Everester started photographing 
Milky Way. “When you see something, 
you can also photograph it, this is the 
concept, so I thought of imaging the 
planets. I was using my Nikon D4 (SLR 
camera), then after that, the interest 
grew, and I wanted to master how to 
take an astronomical image.”

Viewing his first few photos of the 
planets, he gleamed and said: “I was 
astonished, then I thought, yes, let’s do 
this.”

Five years back, he initially bought 
a telescope and started upgrading as 
the years progressed – the biggest he 
acquired is the sky-watcher telescope 
which is the largest of its kind at 12 
inches, with f4 aperture. 

It may look easy for some but 
doing astrophotography is not a piece 
of cake.

“You have to invest not only 
in the camera but filters also, so 
it can avoid light pollution. A 
filter costs QR7,000 – you need 
three of that. So around 
QR50,000 for the camera and 
filter altogether.”

Viewing the images Ever-
ester took were dazzling, a 
unique spectacle, every photo 
glitters – you wouldn’t even 
imagine we’re living under these 
bright astronomical objects.

But this ‘passion’ of his is not 
a walk in the park, it requires 
time, patience, and money.

“The recent image took 40 
hours to capture, which means 
three weeks to collect the images 
alone, but still I haven’t finalised 
it, I’m not fully satisfied with the 
colours, so I’m thinking of collecting 
more data or modifying it – it’s a 
Nebula,” Everester explained.

The Peninsula asked him among 
the thousands of images he took, 
which is the ‘special one’, he 
responded smiling as he said: “From 

the first image that I have taken, till 
this last image that I have photo-
graphed, everything is special.”

“If you ask me my favourite, then 
I’ll tell the latest one – that has the best 
quality. You don’t really distinguish 
which is your favourite, but lately, I’ve 

fallen in love with my recent 
images with the core of the 
Heart Nebula, I can tell that is 
my best image, that’s my best 
for now,” he said.

Sky imaging through a tele-
scope is more than shooting the 
stars. “You should know engi-
neering, physics, electronics, 
you should know everything,” 
Everester said laughing. 

The astrophographer has 
also been doing seminars, work-
shops and online sessions, not 
only in Qatar but also in Oman, 
United Arab Emirates, to name 
some. He also has a few Qatari 
students who are gaining 
interest in the field and have 
been coming to his observatory 
and stargazing.

He also revealed the best places to 
capture the night in Qatar are Traina 
and Al Aamriya. “Last Wednesday we 
went to Traina and watched the meteor 
shower, there were 15-16 of it, the 
moon came at 10pm so we couldn’t 
continue. My wife, who has been 

supportive of my passion, loves it and 
my two daughters are enjoying it, it’s 
our mini-getaway from the bustle of 
the city.”

When asked for his advice for 
people who want to start off in this field 
he said that “astrophotography is a fan-
tastic field, especially for people who 
are interested in nightlife, not in the 
sense of clubbing or spending time in 
the hotels, those who like the night sky.”

And one thing really struck me is 
his line on having a solitary moment: 
“If you want to be peaceful, go sit and 
look at the stars, you will get a lot of 
energy from that. The feeling of star-
gazing is something you cannot explain 
– you have to be there – at the 
moment.”

“When nobody is around you, only 
darkness and stars – that is the real 
peace, you will get plenty of energy to 
be charged, if you go one weekend out 
and sit under the stars, the next whole 
week, you are all charged – that much 
peace of mind you will get, and that 
you have to experience. We cannot 
explain it, I cannot, you have to feel it.”

Ajith Everester at his observatory. PIC: SALIM MATRAMKOT/THE PENINSULAHeart Nebula captured by astrophotographer Ajith Everester.
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A holistic approach to large 
event security with Saab
The internationally 

recognized football 
event is taking 

place in Qatar throughout 
N o v e m b e r  a n d 
December, which means 
that the world is looking 
toward Qatar to deliver an 
excellent experience for 
football fans both at home and 
in the stadiums. The event is a 
chance for the country to 
showcase its brilliance, but it 
can only do this if we work to 
make the World Cup as safe as 
possible. Qatar's airports need 
to be ready for such a sharp 
rise in passengers, and staff 
members must know how they 
can respond to any incidents 
as they emerge.

Without the right approach, 
this event could wreak havoc 
upon the country’s airports, 
making it a big task with plenty 
of room for error. Staff at these 
venues must be aware of the 
many possibilities and inci-
dents that could develop, 
including queues and con-
gestion, to rowdy behaviour 
and even possible security 
threats. Airports are constantly 
in motion, meaning they can 
benefit from a centralised 
system which catalogues 
potential incidents and allows 
staff to instantly reallocate any 
available resources.

Enter Saab
This is where Saab’s Total 

Airport Management (TAM) 
comes into play, providing a 
robust, centralised solution 
where raw data becomes the 
foundation of the airport’s oper-
ational strategy. An integrated 
communication platform gives 
the facility’s Command and 
Control Centre a clear picture of 
everything that’s going on in the 
building, as well as generating 
a playbook to handle a litany of 
potential incidents. This lets the 
airport run more efficiently, with 
an increase in productivity and 
a reduction in delays, as well as 
peace of mind for everyone.

How does TAM work?
Total Airport Management 

begins with the planes that 
arrive at the airport; some of 
these might have a delay due to 
factors outside the airport's 
control, while others might be 
carrying VIPs such as celebrities. 
With a strong communication 
system, the airport can 
determine how to allocate its 
resources, and gates, to get 

everybody where they 
need to be as quickly as 
possible. Baggage handling 
and refuelling teams, for 
example, can do their jobs 
a lot better if they have a 
clearer picture of when and 

where a flight will land.
Customs and security are the 

next stages where TAM revolu-
tionises the experience, pro-
viding greater awareness of the 
terminals and available CCTV 
cameras. If there are delays with 
aircraft, this lets staff coordinate 
a response to handle the influx 
by opening more terminals and 
increasing security to limit the 
chances of an incident. For a 
medical emergency, the TAM 
system keeps a record of 
important items such as defibril-
lators and makes it easier for 
staff to know when to call an 
ambulance. Total Airport Man-
agement is an essential 
investment, one which only gets 
better over time, as the system 
analyses data to assess how the 
airport could improve.

Security is a major concern 
for any worldwide event, 
making it vital that airports take 
a holistic approach. With a Saab 
Total Airport Management 
system, you can guarantee that 
your airport’s stakeholders have 
a complete picture of everything 
they need to know.

Saab Total Airport Management System


