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CONDOLENCES

offers its heartfelt
condolences to

Ali Melethil 
Office Assistant  
The Peninsula

on the sad demise of his 

Father

May Allah bless the departed 
soul and give fortitude to the 
bereaved family members to 

bear this irreparable loss.

Ensuring safety and security 
ahead of Qatar World Cup
As ticket sales to the Qatar 
World Cup hit three million, 
Frequentis and Bayanat Engi-
neering Qatar explain how 
scaling up control rooms is the 
answer to effectively 
supporting both planned and 
unplanned events.

Large, planned events, such 
as the World Cup, are exciting 
occasions that draw millions of 
people to one place, but this can 
have immense pressure on 
national infrastructure and 
emergency services. Qatar pre-
pared its already extensive 
public infrastructure to handle 
the extra 80,000 visitors to the 
country in November 2021 for 
the Formula 1 Qatar Grand Prix, 
with investment continuing to 
support the millions of visitors 
expected to attend the World 
Cup, as ticket sales hit three 
million.

Scaling up
Qatar relies on its emer-

gency service control rooms 
every day, not just before large, 
planned events. It ensures that 
emergency services are dis-
patched to where they need to 
be, in Doha and beyond, 
quickly, providing everything 
from firefighting to healthcare, 
as well as directing police 
around the busiest parts of 
Qatar. But during a large event, 
or a national crisis, extra 
resources are needed to imme-
diately react to the additional 

critical communication needs. 
The Olympics and the G7 
summits are just two planned 
events that were supported by 
the Frequentis multimedia 
communication solution which 
was extended with additional 
controller working positions to 
handle the increased demand.  

The Frequentis solution 
enables agency operators to 
manage emergency incidents 
from any location, allowing 
organisations to scale up their 
operations beyond the physical 
borders of their control room 
estate. The solution is the Fre-
quentis 3020 LifeX, which is 
built on an open platform, 
designed to integrate seam-
lessly with a wide range of 
critical information and com-
munication systems via 
common industry standards 
like NG999, MCX (mission 
critical data), VoIP (voice over 
IP), WebChat etc. This supports 
a path to a true next generation 
communication system, which 
enables members of the public 
to engage with the police, fire 
and ambulance, not only by 
phone but also by SMS, mobile 
messaging apps, pictures and 

video calls. 
This communi-

cation solution is 
enriched with 
Bayanat Engi-
neering Qatar’s 
selection of tech-

nical solutions available for 
control rooms. Comprehensive 
surveillance systems, including 
CCTV, are ideal for maintaining 
order throughout a tournament 
the size of the World Cup, and 
also for locating any potential 
medical issues amongst a 
crowd. 

Be prepared
Qatar itself has earned a lot 

of praise for its role in preparing 
for the World Cup 2022 hiring 
more staff to provide the flex-
ibility to manage the event and 
influx of people during this 
period.

Frequentis and Bayanat 
Engineering Qatar provide the 
required flexible and resilient 
solution to match this demand. 
While scaled up for the World 
Cup 2022 event, it can be scaled 
down after this large event and 
be ready to be quickly scaled 
up again in response to sudden 
unplanned events. By enabling 
this kind of flexibility these 
solutions enable public safety 
organisations world-wide to 
save money while still pro-
viding the additional capacity 
when it is most needed to save 
lives and maintain public order.

Qatar to participate in 
Gulf Theater Festival for 
People with Disabilities
QNA — DOHA

Qatar, represented by the 
Ministry of Social Development 
and Family, will participate in 
the activities of the 6th Gulf 
Theater Festival for People with 
Disabilities, which will be held 
in Riyadh in conjunction with 
the International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities from 
December 3 to 9. 

The festival aims to 
enhance the participation of 
people with disabilities in 
events and their integration 
into society, enhance their con-
fidence in their abilities and 
help them highlight their 
talents in the theatrical field. In 
addition, it is an opportunity for 
them to present their issues in 
their own way, within the 
framework of artistic work and 
to show their abilities to give 
and produce, as they have 
enormous creative energies.

The 6th festival is 

witnessing the Qatari theatrical 
show “From the Chair to the 
Top” directed by Ibrahim Lari, 
with the participation of a 
number of actors from persons 
with disabilities from the State 
of Qatar.

Theater is one of the 
important cultural platforms 
available to people with disa-
bilities, to express their issues, 
aspirations, dreams and con-
cerns, and it has cultural, edu-
cational, psychological and 
social importance in serving 
them, in addition to the enter-
tainment value as well.

The Ministry is keen to par-
ticipate periodically in this fes-
tival, believing in the impor-
tance of theater as one of the 
cultural and artistic means to 
integrate people with disabil-
ities into society, enhance the 
positive energies and capabil-
ities inherent in this group and 
use theater to explode their 
creative energies. 

Ooredoo rewards loyal customers with gold bars, coins 

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Ooredoo Money, a national 
fintech pioneer and driving 
force in Qatar’s remittance 
market, hosted winners of four 
recent prize draws and 
presented them with gold.

Sheikh Nasser bin Hamad 
bin Nasser Al Thani, Chief Com-
mercial Officer, Ooredoo Qatar 
personally awarded many of 
the 44 winners their prizes at 
Ooredoo headquarters. 

The recent promotion con-
cluded with the announcement 
that a total of five kilograms of 
the precious metal, in the form 
of bars and coins, would be 
given away.

While the major prize 
winner won a 1kg gold bar, 
three runners-up won a 500-
gram gold bar each. 

Ten additional winners will 
each walk away with gold coins 
weighing 100 grams, with a 

further 30 lucky customers 
each entitled to a 50-gram gold 
coin.

While distributing the 
prizes, Sheikh Nasser bin 
Hamad bin Nasser Al Thani 
extended Ooredoo’s “Upgrade 
Your World” message to every 
individual winner. “Prizes such 

as these can make a substantial 
difference in the lives of our 
winning customers, while 
helping to repay their own trust 
and confidence in Ooredoo 
Money,” he said.

“It’s particularly important 
that we are seen to fulfil our 
promises of awarding the 

prizes, given that sometimes the 
integrity of online competitions 
elsewhere within certain 
market sectors has been called 
into question,” Sheikh Nasser 
added. A full list of all 44 
winners across the four draws 
is available on the Ooredoo 
website.

Sheikh Nasser bin Hamad bin Nasser Al Thani, Chief Commercial Officer, Ooredoo Qatar with winners 
during a prize distribution ceremony.

HBKU organises discussion on prospects for football in Africa
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The College of Science and Engi-
neering (CSE) at Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University (HBKU) part-
nered with Katara and the Inter-
national Sports Press Associ-
ation (AIPS) Africa to host a 
timely discussion “Football on 
the World Stage: What About 
Africa?” yesterday.

Influential representatives 
of African football stakeholders, 
including the Confederation of 
African Football (CAF), the 
media, footballers, academics, 
and African fans and spectators’ 
associations, focused on the pro-
found impact and multidimen-
sional influence of the FIFA 
World Cup on the game in 
Africa. 

Over the course of three 

panel discussions, speakers shed 
light on the continent’s football 
landscape and its position on the 
global stage — from the five 
African nations participating in 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
to Egypt’s joint bid with the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 
Greece for the 2030 FIFA World 
Cup. 

Opening the event, the first 
panel set out key aspects of 
Africa’s football history, current 
challenges, and its contributions 
to the FIFA World Cup. It was 
moderated by Dr. Gerard 
Akindes, Sports Management 
Adjunct Faculty at Northwestern 
University in Qatar and New 
York University (NYU), and fea-
tured Dr. Mitchell Obi, President, 
AIPS Africa, Dr. Luxolo Sep-
tember, Head of Broadcasting 

Services at CAF, Dr. Kamilla 
Swart, Associate Professor and 
Director of the Master of Science 

in Sport and Entertainment 
Management, CSE, and Coun-
sellor Hossam Abdul-Ela, Head 
of the Ahly Fans Association, 
Qatar. 

The second panel, “Aspiring 
Projects: AI Reshaping the 
Future of Football”, highlighted 
two promising artificial intelli-
gence (AI) projects developed 
at CSE and how they may 
impact the football experience. 
Moderated by Dr. Kamilla 
Swart, the first segment focused 
on SADA Insight: AI for Sport 
Media and Events, a newly 
launched AI and data tech-
nology system capable of pro-
viding ultrafast, continuous 

insights on sentiments and 
public reactions to mega events 
based on the content of tweets. 
Dr. James She, Associate Pro-
fessor at CSE and the project 
lead, discussed its potential use 
cases. SADA (meaning ‘echo’), 
emerged from his research 
with Dr. Swart and their teams 
at HBKU. 

The second project was the 
collaborative sports tech start-
up, sKora, a data-driven digital 
sports agent. sKora founders, 
Dr. Jens Schneider, Assistant 
Professor at CSE, and Eng. Adel 
Saad, Founder and CEO, high-
lighted its innovative use of 
data analytics to offer a career 

path for young players. 
The final panel, “Down 

Memory Lane: A Retrospective 
View and Future Prospects”, 
was moderated by Victor Bolo-
runduro, journalist at The 
Peninsula newspaper, with the 
participation of Gerard Akindes 
and Bill Tchato, former profes-
sional Cameroonian football 
player, as well as Mariama 
Bukari, a graduate of HBKU’s 
Master of Science in Sports 
Management and Enter-
tainment program.

Commenting after the 
closing, Dr. Kamilla Swart said: 
“From one country repre-
senting Africa in 1970 to five in 
2022, it is certainly an exciting 
time and place to have such a 
discussion during the historical 
2022 FIFA World Cup. Our 
panel discussions created a 
space for some of the most 
informed experts to reflect on 
what the future holds for 
African football on the global 
stage, and this is not without its 
challenges. 

"For CSE, it was a privilege 
to show how our cutting-edge 
digital technologies and AI-
driven expertise can help in 
overcoming resource and 
access challenges creating bar-
riers to professionalization, and 
also enhance future mega 
events.”

While the major prize winner 
won a 1kg gold bar, three 

runners-up won a 500-gram 
gold bar each. 

Speakers during a panel discussion. 


