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Our talented, creative, 
innovative, and highly-
driven alumni are the 

embodiment of what QF’s 
investment in quality 

education means, and how 
our ecosystem of learning 
and knowledge benefits 

society in Qatar and beyond.
 Mohammed Fakhroo,  

Executive Director of Outreach and 
Institutional Advancement, QF.

Environmental solutions: 
predicting climate change
Climate change is a problem that may have 

drastic consequences on the entire of the 
world in the next decade, as estimated by many 
experts in the scientific community. The latest 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) report shows drastic consequences on 
ecosystems, human health and well-being in the 
upcoming few years if the international 
community fails to act as soon as possible. For 
one, the caps in the Arctic are already melting at 
an alarming rate, which could lead to flooding 
of massive coastal areas, completely drowning 
numerous localities around the world, if the 
global warming isn’t limited to 1.5°C. Beyond this 
temperature, the effects of climate change may 
prove irreversible in some cases, as reports IPCC. 

The experts of IPCC have recently been joined 
by the World Economic Forum, who has stated 
the failure to stop climate change as the number 
one global risk by severity that our planet faces. 

Going hand in hand with the climate change, 
is the increase in all types of pollution, which not 
only contributes to the phenomenon, but also 
menaces the flora and fauna of the world, all 
while reducing the quality of life for 
communities. 

It is, therefore, important to mobilize every 
means possible to combat these threats to the 
planet. This includes having recourse to existing 
environmental solutions and technologies. 

Air pollution monitoring systems 
Air pollution is one of the main contributors 

to climate change, as it is synonymous with the 
excessive release of greenhouse gases, with the 
dishonorable mention going to carbon dioxide. 
It is also detrimental to human health since low 
air quality in the inhabited areas has been linked 
to a considerable rise in respiratory diseases 
among their citizens. Despite this, an increas-
ingly larger percentage of people around the 
world migrates to settle in urban areas, where 
the risks of exposure to air pollution are much 
higher. This observation is more alarming than 
it appears at face value, for, according to the 
World Health Organization (WHO), as much as 
91% of the world’s population lives in areas where 
air quality is below acceptable. 

In order to control the levels of 
harmful gases and particles in the air 
and find the right remedy to the 
problem, air pollution should be dili-
gently monitored. Technologies such 
as air quality sensors are made for the 
task. 

These sensors ceaselessly provide 
accurate data with pertinent analyses 
of the top pollutants, including nitrogen 
dioxide (NO2), nitric oxide (NO), ozone 
(O3) and carbon monoxide (CO). The 
given measurements are absolutely 
crucial to understanding the changes in 

air quality and eventually working towards the 
solutions that would improve situational 
awareness and, by extent, the quality of life in 
inhabited areas around the world. 

Solar Radiation monitoring 
Monitoring solar radiation is one of the key 

factors in determining climate and its changes. 
Sunlight is an absolutely essential component of 
ensuring life on Earth, as well as continuing the 
functioning of the atmospheric and climatological 
processes. Tabs have to be kept on its activity at 
all times. It is measured by instruments and tech-
nologies used in meteorology, the study of the 
weather processes and changes. 

More specifically, it is measured by meteor-
ological sensors. Other than the solar radiation, 
these cover a variety of fields, such as temper-
ature, wind, humidity and meteorological. It is 
essential to measure solar activity in conjunction 
with these other factors, as accurate and timely 
predictions of weather can help draft out 
responses to these changes by national experts, 
as well as the international scientific community. 
In the long term, these reports of weather changes 
can help build a precise representation of the 
changes in climate. This could prove helpful in 
studying the global warming phenomenon, ana-
lyzing the effectiveness of the existing solutions 
and, of course, planning out the further course 
of action. 

If you wish to learn more about the existing 
weather and climate solutions, as well as the mete-
orological equipment and the fields it is used in, 
visit the official website of Bayanat Engineering 
at www.bayanatengineering.qa. They are a com-
mercial engineering company that provides tech-
nological solutions for various sectors, including 
aviation, oil and gas industry and the military. 

QF's alumni programme to connect 
its graduates from around the world
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Qatar Foundation has launched 
a new programme that will 
provide the thousands of alumni 
of its education ecosystem with 
a pathway for making new con-
nections, sharing experiences, 
and identifying new opportu-
nities, including those which 
enable them to stay in and 
return to Qatar, to support the 
country’s development

Graduates of Qatar Founda-
tion’s (QF) schools, partner uni-
versities and Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University (HBKU) are being 
invited to join the QF Alumni 
Programme, which includes a 
digital space that allows collab-
orations to be formed, 
knowledge and information to 
be exchanged, and bonds formed 
during their time at Education 
City to be strengthened.

Over 10,000 people have 
graduated from QF schools and 
universities  and been equipped 
to succeed in the next phase of 
their lives through the unique 
educational experience that QF 
offers and the QF Alumni Pro-
gramme aims to be a focal point 
for creating a global network of 
QF alumni who retain their links 
to QF and to Qatar, while 
helping each other to advance 
their careers, interests, and 
ambitions. Many of these 
alumni – including those cur-
rently working abroad  will 
gather at Education City next 
week for the first QF Alumni 
Reunion, as well as a two-day 
Career Fair that will also be 
open to QF’s current students.

“Our talented, creative, 
innovative, and highly-driven 
alumni are the embodiment of 
what QF’s investment in quality 
education means, and how our 
ecosystem of learning and 
knowledge benefits society in 
Qatar and beyond,” said 
Mohammed Fakhroo, Executive 
Director of Outreach and Insti-
tutional Advancement, QF. 
“Each of them has a different 
dream to pursue and a different 
path to follow. But what unites 
them all is their shared con-
nection to QF, and to each other. 

“The QF Alumni Programme 
is intended to enable this con-
nection to endure, allowing 
those who have learned and 
grown at QF to form networks 
of knowledge and interaction 
that help them progress along 
the path their lives will take; to 
reconnect and make new con-
nections; and to share their 
stories and experiences with the 
goal of supporting each other. 
This programme also aims to 

encourage our new alumni to 
remain in Qatar after they 
graduate from QF, and those 
who have graduated in previous 
years to return to the country, 
so that Qatar both retains and 
welcomes back the talent it has 
contributed to nurturing.

“For QF, our alumni are 

much more than former stu-
dents. They represent our 
values, carry our message about 
the importance of quality edu-
cation, and remain part of our 
community. Through this pro-
gramme, we aim to create 
lasting ties between QF and our 
alumni – demonstrating that, 
wherever they are and in eve-
rything they achieve, QF will 
always be with them.”

QF alumna Dr. Noora Hadi 
Al Shahwani graduated from QF 
partner university Weill Cornell 
Medicine-Qatar (WCM-Q) in 2011 
and, having subsequently worked 
in Canada, has now returned to 
Qatar to join the paediatric 
surgery team at QF member Sidra 
Medicine. “I feel proud to be a QF 
graduate, and to belong to such 
a community,” she said.

“QF has evolved so much as 
a community of students. You can 
see WCM-Q students making 
friends with students of other QF 
partner universities, and these 
friendships last a lifetime. The 

Alumni Reunion event will take 
people back to a very special time 
in their lives, and strengthen their 
friendships once more.”

And Mohammed Al Matwi, 
a Class of 2015 alumnus of QF 
partner university Carnegie 
Mellon University in Qatar and 
founder and CEO of The 
Perfume Factory – a business 
he adapted in 2020 to help 
Qatar tackle the COVID-19 pan-
demic – said: “QF students have 
a long history together, and they 
share a great deal of passion 
and nostalgia for the place 
where this history was made.

“We need to stay connected, 
to see where all of us have 
reached in our lives. This reunion 
event will be like reviving the 
memory of being a student, but 
from an adult perspective.”

Through the QF Alumni App 
– which all graduates of QF, its 
partner universities, and HBKU 
can register for – the alumni 
will be able to connect and 
reconnect with each other, form 

mutual interest groups, find and 
apply for jobs, and provide 
guidance to younger graduates 
through a short mentorship 
programme that promotes 
experience-sharing.

QF alumni will play a central 
role in shaping the programme 
through the launch of the QF 
Alumni steering committee, with 
their views about what it should 
offer and how it should be 
adapted to their needs driving 
its evolution. Meanwhile, the QF 
Alumni Office will advocate for 
policy changes in Qatar that help 
graduates of QF universities con-
tribute to Qatar’s development, 
and form relationships with 
public and private sector 
organisations.

The QF Alumni Reunion 
takes place at Al Shaqab on 
Sunday, May 15.

Meanwhile, the Career Fair 
will take place on May 15 and 
16. Full details, including how 
to register, can be found at 
www.alumni.qf.org.qa.

QF Alumni during the convocation 

A. Lange & Söhne showcases 
ultimate craftsmanship at DJWE
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The German manufactory, A. 
Lange & Söhne is participating 
in the 2022 edition of the Doha 
Jewellery & Watches Exhibition 
(DJWE), and showcasing mas-
terpieces of fine watch-making 
that meet the highest standards 
in terms of craftsmanship, pre-
cision, and design

This year’s presentation of 
A. Lange & Söhne in Doha 
focuses on outstanding 
mechanical timepieces that 
combine challenging compli-
cations, elaborate functionality 
and distinctive design. 

Highlights of the collection 
include the redesigned GRAND 
LANGE 1 which was recently 
introduced at this year´s 
Watches and Wonders in 
Geneva. The timepiece features 
a grey dial and even more 
elegant proportions. Available 
in 18-carat white or pink gold, 
it has a diameter of 41 milli-
metres and a height of just 8.2 
millimetres. The starting point 
for the development of the 
GRAND LANGE 1 was the 
LANGE 1 – a design classic and 
one of the first watches made 
following the re-establishment 
of the Saxon manufactory in 
1990. With pioneering features 

such as the off-centre dial 
layout and outsize date, this 
watch family embodies both 
tradition and innovation. 
Therefore, two models of the 
LANGE 1 will also be among the 
horological masterpieces on 
display: the LANGE 1 TIME 
ZONE and the LANGE 1 PER-
PETUAL CALENDAR.

In addition, two models of 
the ZEITWERK family – Lange’s 
first mechanical wristwatch 
with a precisely jumping digital 
display – were presented at the 
exhibition as well. The 
ZEITWERK DATE is endowed 
with a manufacture calibre fea-
turing a remarkable extra 
function: the glass ring date 
shows the current date in red. 
The ZEITWERK STRIKING TIME 
is Lange’s first ever acoustically 
indicating watch and uses a 
striking mechanism that is 
visible on the dial side and indi-
cates the quarter-hours as well 
as the full hours.

The most complex watch on 
display will be the DATOGRAPH 
PERPETUAL TOURBILLON with 
a 729-part calibre L952.2 
movement. This exceptional 
timepiece, available in white 
gold with a pink gold dial, unites 
three significant complications: 
a flyback chronograph with a 

precisely jumping minute 
counter, a perpetual calendar 
with a moon-phase display and 
a tourbillon with a patented 
stop-seconds mechanism. Like 
every movement of a Lange 
watch, the movement of the 
DATOGRAPH PERPETUAL 
TOURBILLON is assembled 
twice to assure the best quality. 

The brand´s devotion to the 
highest standards is also reflected 
in the new booth concept, which 
was specially created for the par-
ticipation in the exhibit. “We have 
designed a setting that expresses 
what our watches are all about: 
the quest for perfection and 
search for uniqueness,” explained 
Jean Bitar, Brand Director at A. 
Lange & Söhne Middle East, India 
and Africa. 

“For many years, the Doha 
Jewellery & Watches Exhibition 
has been an important platform 
for us to meet with watch 
enthusiasts who value our her-
itage and legacy. We are pleased 
to experience that the number 
of connoisseurs in the Middle 
East region and especially in 
Qatar has grown steadily. We 
also thank our partner Al Majed 
who shares our philosophy to 
never stand still, which has 
been the key to our ongoing 
success,” he added.

This year’s 
presentation of 
A. Lange & Söhne 
in Doha focuses 
on outstanding 
mechanical 
timepieces 
that combine 
challenging 
complications, 
elaborate 
functionality 
and distinctive 
design. 


