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Amir sends written message to Saudi Crown Prince
QNA — DOHA

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani sent
yesterday a written message
to Crown Prince, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
of Defence of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia HRH Prince
Mohammed bin Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud, pertaining
to the close fraternal relations
between the two countries
and ways to enhance and
develop them, as well as the
most prominent regional and
international developments.
The message was handed
over by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs H E Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, during his
meeting yesterday with Saudi

The message
was handed over
by Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs H E
Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al
Thani.
Crown Prince at Neom city.
At the beginning of the
meeting, the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs conveyed the
greetings of Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani
to the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques King Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and the
Crown Prince, as well as

Amir's wishes of good health
and happiness for them, and
of continued progress and
prosperity for the government and people of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
For his part, the Crown
Prince of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, entrusted the
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
with greetings from him and
the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques to the Amir,
wishing him good health and
happiness, and the State of
Qatar further development,
prosperity, and growth.
During the meeting, relations and cooperation between
the two countries were
reviewed, in addition to regional Crown Prince, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defence of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia HRH Prince
and international developments, Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud meeting Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
H E Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, in Neom, Saudi Arabia, yesterday.
and issues of joint interest.

16 new private schools, KGs to open this year
The Peninsula — DOHA

The Ministry of Education and
Higher Education has said that 16
new private schools and kindergartens are expected to open
during the academic year 2021-22,
adding 8,870 seats to the existing
capacity.
“The number of private

schools and kindergartens operating in the country has reached
328. They are offering different
international curricula,” Assistant
Undersecretary for Private Education Affairs at the Ministry Omar
Abdulaziz Al Naama said in a
statement.
He said a total of 203,939 students from 85 nationalities are

enrolled in 328 private schools,
33 percent of them are Qatari
nationals.
The statement was issued by
the Ministry after a number of
senior officials visited private
schools and kindergartens to
check their preparations for welcoming students back for new
academic year. Al Naama visited

Etqan Global Academy, ICS International School, and Qatar International School. Director of the
Private Schools Licensing
Department Hamad Mohammed
Al Ghali, and Director of Private
Schools Affairs Department
Rashid Ahmed Al Ameri also made
inspection visits to a number of
private schools. P3
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Annual Statistics of Education in Qatar for 2019-20 academic year

The Ministry of Education and
Higher Education has geared up
to welcome the students in
schools for new academic years
2021-22 which will begin on
August 29 in public schools. The
preparations are in full swing at
schools to receive the students
in a healthy environment
following COVID-19 protocol
and preventive measures.
Education is one of the most
critical pillars in Qatar's vision of
a diversified, knowledge-based
economy and a prosperous
future for its citizens. The
Ministry's goal is to produce
confident, self-reliant and hardworking critical thinkers.
Students will graduate with
21stcentury skills and values to
succeed in higher education, in
the workforce and in life. The
Ministry of Education and Higher
Education (MOEHE) is the
government entity charged with
supporting and regulating
education in Qatar. That
includes a full array of K-12
public and private schools and
high-quality institutions of
higher education.
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8.5

Teachers in public schools

Classes in private schools

631

16.2

12,527

Blyth Academy: A Leading

Promotion valid from 26.08.2021
to 28.08.2021.
Canadian School
in Qatar
Purchase limit may apply. Offer valid until stocks last.

suPPLEMENt EDItOR
Roy George

DEsIgN
Abraham Augusthy

33.50

Salmon Whole Gutted
Norway 2/3 ,1kg

٢٠٢١ / ٨ / ٢٧ ﻓﻲ ﺗﺎرﻳﺦ

Until 27.08.2021

17.00

Fresh Farmed Prawns
(Iran) 1kg

QAR

QAR

QAR

QAR

QAR

ﻳﻮﻣﻴﻦ ﻓﻘﻂ

DAYS

ONLY

24.75

QAR

26.75

Mutton
Tanzania 1kg

39.00

19.50

Nur Jahan Basmati
Rice 5kg

23.00

15.00

Indomie Noodles
Asstd 70gm X 20pcs

70.00

QAR

49.75

2

21.75

33.75

QAR

QAR

19.75

Beef Mince
Australia 1kg

Until 27.08.2021

QAR

QAR

QAR

٢٠٢١ / ٨ / ٢٧ ﻓﻲ ﺗﺎرﻳﺦ

33.75

Strawberry Driscroll’s
USA 1pkt (Approx 250gm)

2Sets Per Customer

ﻳﻮﻣﻴﻦ ﻓﻘﻂ

DAYS

ONLY

Chicken Biryani
500gm

QAR

2

27.75

Buffalo Boneless
India 1kg

QAR

Mushroom Qatar
1pkt (Approx 250gm)

White Pumpkin /
Tindly India 1kg

8.75

QAR

3.50

12.25

QAR

QAR

6.50

10.00

EDItOR-IN-CHIEF
Dr. Khalid M Al-Shafi

Mandarin/Clementine
South Africa 1kg

6.00

QAR

QAR

QAR

10.50

Rambuttan/Mangosteen
1pkt (Approx 450gm)

QAR

4.50

9.75

18.00

MANAgINg EDItOR
Mohammed Osman Ali

QAR

Apple Jumbo
Fuji 1kg

7.75

Avocado
Uganda 1kg

QAR

QAR

4.00

6.50

QAR

QAR

Until 27.08.2021

11.00

choice. The involvement of the parents on
what their child is learning, how they're
assessed, and what resources are available will
help their child be successful from Kindergarten to Grade 12. Our faculty is dedicated to
providing effective, engaging classrooms that
prepare students for the challenges of the 21st
century.
Blyth Academy is accredited by the Ministry of Education of Alberta, Canada, and the
Ministry of Education of the State of Qatar.
Blyth Academy follows the Alberta Curriculum,
which is widely recognized and ranks amongst
the top educational systems in the world. Students obtaining an Alberta Secondary School
Diploma are accepted to universities and colleges across the globe. Recent results in literacy ranked BA amongst the best schools in
Qatar when compared to schools of similar
size and comparison.
We invite you to come and visit Blyth
Academy Qatar's new campus, to experience a
welcoming, nurturing, and high standard of
learning – the kind of environment that is best
for your children.
To schedule a school tour, contact
admissions@blythacademyqatar.com or
call 974 44217553

QAR

DAYS

ONLY

٢٠٢١ / ٨ / ٢٧ ﻓﻲ ﺗﺎرﻳﺦ

ommitted to focusing on essential
knowledge and skills to give our
children the best possible chance at
success is of utmost importance for
Blyth Academy Qatar. We understand that
success differs for every student, and thus, we
ensure that each student experiences a personalized, differentiated, collaborative, and
experiential learning environment that leads
to higher levels of motivation, engagement,
and achievement.
Blyth Academy Qatar is an active JK-12
international school that embraces diversity,
celebrates differences in cultures, and engages
students in their learning. Our classrooms set
the stage for student engagement. Small class
sizes with an average of 18 students per class
allow teachers to focus on personalized
teaching and enable more meaningful
learning. One-on-one learning and regular
round table discussions will allow us to
monitor students closely and teach them to be
accountable for their academics.
The teachers, administration, and the rest
of Blyth Academy Qatar's faculty recognizes
the importance of actively engaging the
parents to prepare the students for acceptance
into the post-secondary program of their

16.50

QAR

ﻳﻮﻣﻴﻦ ﻓﻘﻂ

QAR

2

QAR

QAR

C

41.75

Tide Washing
Powder Asstd 6kg

ADVERtIsINg CO-ORDINAtOR
Rocela Bautista
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Cabinet approves
draft on entry visas,
residence permits
QNA — DOHA

Deputy PM meets US Director of DSCA
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defense Affairs H E Dr. Khalid bin Mohammed Al Attiyah,
who is currently visiting the United States, met with Director of the Defence Security Cooperation
Agency (DSCA) of the United States of America Heidi Grant. During the meeting, they reviewed
military relations between the two friendly countries and ways to enhance them. The meeting was
attended by Ambassador of the State of Qatar to the United States H E Sheikh Meshaal bin Hamad
Al Thani, Commander of the Amiri Air Force H E Staff Major General (Pilot) Salem Hamad Aqeel Al
Nabit, and a number of senior officers in the Qatari Armed Forces.

Health insurance, return ticket
must for family visit visas
Sidi Mohamed 		
The Peninsula

The health insurance and return
ticket are required for approval
of family visit visas and a
number applications have been
rejected on lack of these conditions.
“Health insurance has
become mandatory for family
visit visas and the insurance is
required to cover the complete
stay of the visitor in the country,”
said Lt. Col. Tariq Issa Aqeedi
from the General Directorate of
Passports of the Ministry of
Interior. Speaking in a webinar
yesterday on “the Services of
General Directorate of Passports
on Metrash2 and the Services of
Qatar Visa Centers Abroad”, he
asked the companies to use
Metrash2 services as they are
easier and save time and efforts
of both sides.
Lt. Col. Aqeedi noted that
many companies do not use
automatic RP renewal service
despite its importance as this
service can renew many RP
simultaneously. “This service
allows companies to renew the
residence permits of their

Health insurance has
become mandatory
for family visit visas
and the insurance is
required to cover the
complete stay of the
visitor in the country,
said Lt. Col. Tariq
Issa Aqeedi from the
General Directorate
of Passports of the
Ministry of Interior.
employees, regardless of their
number, just on one request,
without entering the data of each
employee and completing each
transaction alone. Companies
with a large number of
employees can benefit from this
feature.” Over 300 people from
HR, finance, safety, security, the
public and private companies,
schools, and the heads and representatives of expatriate communities attended the event.
The event was organised by

the Public Relations Department
in cooperation with the General
Directorate of Passports.
Addressing the webinar, Lt.
Col. Aqeedi said that the total
transactions made through
Metrash2 in first half of this year
is 440,028, among it 305,302
transactions related only to
renewal of residence.
The Metrash2 app offers
more than 220 active services
available in six languages,
including Arabic, English,
French, Malayalam, Urdu, and
Spanish. It guarantees safe and
encrypted services and supports
most smart devices, which contributes to reaching the largest
possible segment of users.
He urged people to continue
using Metrash2 services like they
have been using during height
of COVID-19 pandemic. “It is
important to use Metrash2 specially in the recent exceptional
times (2020-2021), that witnessed many changes due to
coronavirus pandemic, which
obliged everyone to take the
precautionary and preventive
measures taken by the State to
protect the society.”

MoPH begins contacting people for booster shots
The Peninsula — DOHA

The Ministry of Public Health
(MoPH) has started contacting
people suffering with immunodeficiency diseases for taking
third (booster) shots of
COVID-19 vaccine.
Talking to Qatar TV yesterday Medical Director of
Hamad General Hospital, Dr.

Yousef Al Maslamani, said: “We
started from today (Wednesday)
contacting the concerned
people. We began with 750
kidney transplant patients and
they received vaccination messages. In turn we will send messages to people in other categories eligible for vaccination
with the third dose.”
“The scientific committee

is following everything in the
world and there are studies
confirming that people suffering with immunodeficiency
diseases are unable to deal with
the virus in the required
manner and are vulnerable to
infection and hospitalisation
therefore it is necessary for
them to receive the third dose,”
Al Maslamani added.

The Cabinet which met
yesterday with Prime Minister
and Minister of Interior H E
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin
Abdulaziz Al Thani in the chair
approved draft decision by the
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs, on
regulating the granting of entry
visas and residence permits to
certain groups of people in the
State of Qatar.
This draft resolution comes
in accordance with the provisions of Law No. 21 of 2015 on
regulating the entry and exit of
expatriates and their residence,
to replace Decision No. 4 of
2012.
Following the meeting, Minister of Municipality and Environment and Acting Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs H E
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin
Turki Al Subaei issued the
statement.
At the outset of the meeting,
the cabinet was briefed by HE
Minister of Public Health on the
latest developments in efforts
to curb the spread of COVID-19.
The Cabinet affirmed the continuation of work with the procedures and precautionary
measures that have been taken
in order to combat this
pandemic.
The Cabinet reviewed the
annual report of the work of the
National Traffic Safety Committee for 2020, and the proposals and recommendations it

included, and took the appropriate decision in their regard.
Established at the Ministry
of Interior, this committee is
concerned with designing policies and plans in the field of
traffic and working on developing it, studying traffic
problems and proposing
solution methods, coordinating
and cooperating with the
various bodies who help
maintain good flow of traffic,
and proposing the development
of traffic related legislation,
road engineering and transportation, in line with international
standards and the requirements
of the continuous development
of roads and transportation.
The Cabinet also gave
approval of a draft memorandum of understanding for
cooperation in the legal field
between the Ministry of Justice
in the State of Qatar and the
Ministry of Justice in the People’s Democratic Republic of
Algeria.
The Cabinet then reviewed
the following topics and took
the appropriate decisions in
their regard: A report on the
activities of the Qatar Financial
Centre Regulatory Authority
(QFCRA) for the period between
April 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021.
The results of the 60th meeting
of the GCC Trade Cooperation
Committee.
The results of the second
meeting of the GCC Ministerial
Committee for Standardization
Affairs.

Qatar sends medical
aid to Pakistan
QNA — Islamabad

In implementation of the directives of Amir H H Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani, a shipment
of medical aid sent by Qatar
Fund for Development (QFFD)
arrived to the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan.
It is in support from the State
of Qatar to Pakistan’s efforts in
combating the novel COVID-19
pandemic.
The aid includes 50 ventilators and anti-COVID-19 medications. The aid was delivered
in coordination with the State of
Qatar’s embassy in Islamabad.
Officials from the medical units
in the Pakistani army were in
reception of the shipment at the
airport in Islamabad.
Director-General of QFFD
Khalifa Al Kuwari said that the
aid is very significant in building
on the State of Qatar’s big efforts
in combatting the impact of the
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, noting the great difficulties the pandemic has posed

on everyone in all aspects.
Al Kuwari added that the
State of Qatar is leading the line
in terms of providing contributions in facing the pandemic that
threatens everyone, stressing
that the State of Qatar under its
wise leadership did not hesitate
in helping all friendly nations in
containing the spread of the
virus.
For his part, H E Ambassador
of the State of Qatar to the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan said
that the State of Qatar never
neglected its humanitarian role
towards friendly countries when
protecting the society internally
from the threat of the virus.
He noted that the State of
Qatar reiterated its solidarity
with all friendly nations during
the COVID-19 crisis, and dedicated all its capabilities to
provide support. He highlighted
that the State of Qatar, since the
beginning of the COVID-19 crisis,
provided urgent medical aid to
80 countries, in addition to other
international institutions.

MME launches key initiatives to control pollution
SANAULLAH ATAULLAH 		
The Peninsula

Enhancing State’s efforts to
preserve the environment, the
Ministry of Municipality and
Environment (MME) represented by the Department of
Industrial Inspection and
Pollution Control has launched
key initiatives to develop an
integrated system for pollution
control across the country and
Qatari water.
The department also intensified inspection campaigns to
make industrial facilities and
companies comply with Qatari
standards and specifications to
reduce the pollution.
The Department takes
action against major violations
such as disposal of hazardous
waste without following environmental conditions and
standards, burning garbage,
solid and liquid waste in nondesignated places, non-compliance with environmental
protection regulations and
standards and using waste as
primary materials in production
processes without obtaining the
necessary environmental
permits.
“The initiatives include preparing a national plan to control

oil pollution and pollution
caused by hazardous and
harmful substances,” said
Director of the Department of
Industrial Inspection and Pollution Control, Dr. Mohammad
Ayed Al Shammari.
He said that the initiative will
enable meeting necessary
requirements for building an
infrastructure for controlling oil
pollution and tracking oil spills
through satellites.
Al Shammari was speaking
in a press conference held yesterday at the headquarters of the
Environmental Affairs Sector of
the Ministry to demonstrate the
key achievements of the
Department and introduce
people about its services.
“The Industrial Inspection
Section at the Department is
also running a number of initiatives such as modernising
industrial pollution measuring
devices and environmental
audit initiative by developing a
system for receiving reports
through the electronic system
and reducing paper use,” said
Al Shammari.
Head of Pollution Control
Section, Ahmed Malallah Al
Maliki said that the section
implemented a number of
projects and initiatives during

Director of the Department of Industrial Inspection and Pollution Control Dr. Mohammad Ayed Al
Shammari with other officials during the press conference held yesterday.

the year 2020-21, such as
rewriting the national plan to
control oil pollution and pollution by hazardous and
harmful substances in the
marine environment.
“A project has been implemented to assess the necessary
requirements to rehabilitate
and equip the infrastructure
related to oil pollution and hazardous and harmful substances,” said Al Maliki.
“The section responded to
27 complaints and reports
related to environmental pollution and recorded 20

environmental violations which
were referred to the competent
authorities for further legal
actions,” said Al Maliki.
Head of the Environmental
Audit Section, Nasser Ali Al Fahed
Al Hajri said that the section,
during a recent past, audited
2,094 various types of environmental reports (control reports,
notices and compliance reports)
to ensure the establishments’
compliance with environmental
standards.
Head of the Industrial
Inspection Section, Badr Yousef
Al Maliki said that the section

receives complaints and
reports submitted through the
unified call center 184 and
takes the necessary measures
in this regard.
“The municipal inspectors
carried out 1,092 regular and
surprised inspection visits to
industrial facilities during the
year 2020-21.
“A total of 14 joint campaigns
were conducted on the facilities
in coordination and cooperation
with the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, the Ministry of
Interior and other competent
authorities,” said Al Malki.

Official news

Amir congratulates
President of Uruguay
DOHA: Amir H H Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani, Deputy Amir
H H Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al
Thani, and Prime Minister and Minister of Interior H E Sheikh Khalid bin
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent
yesterday cables of congratulations
to President of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay H E Luis Lacalle Pou
on the anniversary of his country’s
Independence Day. -QNA

Qatar’s role
in Afghan
evacuations
lauded
the peninsula — DOHA

Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala
Yousafzai expressed her gratitude to Qatar government for
the country’s help in Afghan
evacuations.
An advocate for girls’ education and women’s equality,
Malala took to Twitter to write,
“Grateful to see the government
of Qatar helping so many people
– students, women’s rights advocates, journalists and more –
safely evacuate Afghanistan. I
hope more countries will accelerate their efforts and support
Afghan refugees.”
While, replying to Malala’s
tweet, Assistant Foreign Minister
and Spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs H E
Lolwah bint Rashid Al Khater
said in a tweet, “Thank you dear
Malala, I was happy when we
spoke to plan how we can help
our bothers & sisters in Afghanistan, even happier when they
arrived in Qatar and I was deeply
grateful to meet them this
afternoon. They all said hello and
spoke very highly of you.”
Ambassador of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands to Qatar, H E
Marjan Kamstra also took the
Twitter to thank Qatar for
helping the evacuation of citizens
of her county from
Afghanistan.
“Managed to get our citizens
and residents who landed in
Qatar from Afghanistan safely to
Netherlands, which would not
have been possible without the
invaluable and generous
assistance of MofaQatar (Foreign
Ministry of Qatar). Thank you,”
she said.
Bilal Sarwary, an Afghan
journalist speaking to the CNN
also appreciated efforts taken by
Qatar to evacuate people from
Afghanistan. “I want to say here
that I am incredibly grateful to
the state of Qatar and to the
Qataris for evacuating at least
250 people from Kabul - the
cream of the crop,” he said.

Qatar takes part in
5th China-Arab
States Expo
QNA — Beijing

The Embassy of the State of
Qatar in the People’s Republic
of China participated in the
fifth China-Arab States Expo
in northwest China’s Ningxia
Hui Autonomous Region
The exhibition website
published several pictures of
sports stadiums in the State of
Qatar and its preparations for
the 2022 FIFA World Cup, as
well as the important markets
and tourist places in Qatar.
Chinese audience are
highly interested in the publications related to the State
of Qatar.
China-Arab States Expo is
an important platform for
China and Arab countries to
jointly build the “Belt and
Road”. It reflects the future of
the two sides’ vision of seeking
common cooperation and
development that conforms to
the trend of the times.
The Expo also shows
bright prospects in expanding
China-Arab states cooperation
in emerging fields, as a total
of 277 deals worth approximately 156.7 billion yuan ($24
billion) have been signed, covering sectors including electronic information, clean
energy, new materials,
healthcare and cross-border
e-commerce.
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Amended protocol for establishment of
Qatari-Saudi Coordination Council signed
QNA — Neom

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs H E
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani met with
Minister of State, Member of the
Cabinet and Acting Foreign
Minister of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia H E Dr. Musaed bin
Mohammed Al Aiban, in the
Saudi City of Neom yesterday.
The meeting reviewed the
distinct bilateral relations
between the two brotherly
countries, in addition to
regional and international
issues of mutual concern.
The meeting witnessed the
signing of the amended protocol
for the establishment of the
Qatari-Saudi Coordination
Council which is co-chaired by
Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani and Crown
Prince, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Defense of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia HRH
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, and

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs H E Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al
Thani and Minister of State, Member of the Cabinet and Acting Foreign Minister of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia H E Dr. Musaed bin Mohammed Al Aiban during the signing of amended protocol for
establishment of Qatari-Saudi Coordination Council.

A new motor show to attract
automotive exhibitors, fans to Qatar
Fazeena Saleem		
THE PENINSULA

The Geneva International Motor
Show (GIMS) and Qatar Tourism
have partnered to host a new
motor show and it is anticipated
to become a world-renowned
platform for automotive exhibitors and fans in the Middle East.
Announced yesterday at a
press conference held at Doha
Exhibition and Convention
Centre, the partnership will
develop and host the newly
designed Qatar Geneva International Motor Show in Doha
during 2023. Organisers intend
the event to take place every two
years and will complement
GIMS and the home grown Qatar
Motor Show.
Qatar Airways Group Chief
Executive and Chairman of
Qatar Tourism, H E Akbar Al
Baker, and President of the Permanent Committee of GIMS,
Maurice Turrettini signed an
agreement to process the new
motor show. CEO of GIMS
Sandro Mesquita was also
present during the event.
“With this partnership, we
aim to introduce newer markets
to this prestigious event which
should become truly global. It
will further add to Qatar calendar of events showcasing the
destination and sharing our
offerings with the world. With
car enthusiast across the country
and in the region, Qatar has previously hosted its successful editions of its homegrown Qatar
Motor Show,” said Al Baker.
Al Baker clarified the new
motor show will not replace the
Qatar Motor Show, considering
that the new motor show take
place every alternate year. “In
the year that Geneva Motor
Show (the new show) is not here,
there will be Qatar Motor Show
in order for us to have one show
every single year. This will

Qatar Airways Group
Chief Executive and
Chairman of Qatar
Tourism, H E Akbar
Al Baker clarified
the new motor show
will not replace the
Qatar Motor Show,
considering that the
new motor show
take place every
alternate year.

enhance and complement the
Qatar Motor Show.”
“As you know GIMS has been

Qatar attends Arab
League meeting of
financial and
aviation authorities
QNA - Cairo

The meeting reviewed
the distinct bilateral
relations between
the two brotherly
countries, in addition
to regional and
international issues of
mutual concern.
includes the membership of
Their Highnesses and Their
Excellencies high-ranking officials from the two brotherly
countries.
The Qatari-Saudi Coordination Council constitutes a
mechanism to advance bilateral
relations and the partnership of
the two countries to broader
horizons, in a way that achieves
Qatar National Vision 2030 and
the Kingdoms Vision 2030 and
meets the aspirations of the
leaderships of the two countries
to achieve the interests of their
peoples.
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around for a very long time, got
recognised and famous, and all
the major exhibitors are exhibiting in GIMS with their latest
technology and innovations. We
are really going to, as a matter
of facts enhance the experience
of motor shows in our country.
Therefore, nothing is going to
replace the Qatar Motor Show,
and it will be an addition to our
events calendar,” he said.
Details of the format of the
motor show will be revealed at
GIMS 2022 which is due to take
place from February 19 to 27,
2022.
“We are very proud and
honoured that Qatar Tourism
has put its trust in us for the conception of the new motor show
in Doha. Our partnership is the

result of very trusting and constructive talks from day one. The
joint forces with Qatar Tourism
empower us to focus on the
upcoming 91st edition of GIMS
in February 2022, where we will
be able to gather ideas and
learning for the new motor show
in Doha,” said Turrettini.
“It is fair to say that the
outlook to the motor show to
be developed in Qatar is dazzling. As an emerging tourism
destination with the vibrant
business metropolis of Doha as
its capital we see huge potential
for this new platform. I’m sure
this will be a magnet for exhibitors and visitors alike for
beyond the borders of the
country and continent,” he
added.

Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive and Chairman of Qatar Tourism, H E Akbar Al Baker and President
of the Permanent Committee of GIMS, Maurice Turrettini, exchange documents of the partnership
agreement signed during a press conference held at the Doha Exhibition and Convention Centre
yesterday, while CEO of GIMS Sandro Mesquita also present during the event.

The committee of representatives of financial and civil
aviation authorities in Arab
countries held its 11th meeting at
the headquarters of the Arab
League General Secretariat.
The meeting is on the
agreement to exchange tax and
customs exemptions for activities and equipment related to
Arab air transport. The committee will focus i on the updates
made to the agreement. Qatar
participated in the meeting with
a delegation from Qatar Civil
Aviation Authority, chaired by
Director of Air Transport at the
Qatar Civil Aviation Authority
Mohammed Faleh Al Hajri.
Director of the Department
of Transport and Tourism at the
Arab League, Dr. Dina Al Thaher
said that participants agreed on
January 27 that the committee
focuses only on the technical side
of the agreement, to help reach
an agreement that reflects the
aspirations of the Arab countries
and their joint interests.

QU graduates first batch
of College of Medicine
the peninsula — DOHA

The first batch of doctors graduated from the Qatar University
(QU)’s College of Medicine
(CMED), recently.
Some 46 students successfully completed the six-year
Medical Doctor (MD) program
and 17 among them were
Qataris.
The College of Medicine
aims to make contributions to
medical education, patient care,
medical research and community outreach and is fully
aligned with Qatar’s national
strategies in education and
health, as well as QU’s strategic
plan.
The first batch graduated in
the presence of Director of
Public Health in the Ministry of
Public Health, Sheikh Dr.
Mohamed Al Thani; Consultant
Cardiologist and former Minister of Public Health, Dr. Hajar
bin Ahmed; Deputy Medical
President and Director of
Medical Education at Hamad
Medical Corporation (HMC), Dr.
Abdullatif Al Khal; Chairman of
the Joint Working Committee
for Ehteraz Implementation,
Medical Director at HMC, Dr.
Yousef Al Maslamani; and Vice
President for Health and
Medical Sciences, Dr. Asma Al
Thani, with College of Medicine
officials, faculty members and
alumni.
CMED at QU was founded
in October 2014, following an
Amiri Directive and a thorough
feasibility study as a joint initiative by Qatar University and
HMC. It admitted the first cohort
of students in fall 2015.
CMED plays an integral part
of Qatar University’s Health
Cluster (QU Health), where synergistic interprofessional and
interdisciplinary efforts of all
cluster members come together
in the areas of teaching,
research, and community

outreach; therefore, helping
advance knowledge in the field,
addressing local and regional
challenges, and contributing to
population health aligned with
the future needs of Qatar.
On the occasion of graduation, Dr. Egon Toft, Dean of
College of Medicine said,
“Today, the dream of graduating
the first batch of the first
national medical college in
Qatar has been fulfilled. Since
the opening of the college in
2016, we have been striving to
achieve our goals of Qatar
National Vision 2030 to
graduate qualified doctors for
the renaissance of the country.”
Dr. Hamda Ahmad H A Al
Thawadi, Assistant Professor of
Basic Medical Sciences, College
of Medicine said, “I congratulate
our dear students on their
success and graduation from the
College of Medicine. We are
proud of you and confident that
your ambitions will continue to
grow and develop the health
sector in Qatar. I also congratulate my fellow professors for
this achievement in graduating
the first batch of doctors from
the College of Medicine at Qatar
University. This achievement is
the culmination of efforts that
continued for years until
reaching this precious moment.”
On graduation ceremony students shared their sentiments of
successfully graduating from
Qatar University. Dr. Fatima
Saoud Al Mohannadi, a graduate
said on this occasion, “The
College of Medicine offered me a
supportive educational environment and a positive atmosphere that has allowed me to
become the self-directed learner,
the active researcher and the clinically skilled doctor that I believe
I am today. It is an honour to be
a member of the first batch that
were taught and trained by both
the first National Medical College
as well as the national hospital.”

16 new private schools, KGs to open this year
From page 1

The schools they visited
included The Next Generation
School Ain Khaled Branch, Addison
Academy in Muraikh and Al
Rayyan Private School for Boys.
The Assistant Undersecretary
praised the preparations made by
private schools and kindergartens,
especially with regard to attracting
new employees, filling vacancies,
and conducting maintenance and
rehabilitation work for school
facilities, in addition to the
expansions.
On the academic side, he
praised the educational plans and
programmes of these schools, and
their excellence in integrating
e-learning within the educational
process.
During his inspection visits, Al
Naama expressed his satisfaction
with the students’ attendance, and
the parents’ keenness on the

presence of their children in school
since the first day, stressing that
the educational process is a joint
effort by the family and the school.
Hamad Mohammed Al Ghali
said 16 new private schools and
KGs will open this academic year,
offering diverse international and
national curricula and providing
more options for parents.
He said of the 16 new schools,
9 will have British curricula, two
American curricula, three Indian
curricula, three national standards
for people with special needs and
one national standard.
He said registration of students
for new academic year in private
schools and kindergartens, which
began on March 1, will continue
until the end of October this year,
except for students coming from
outside the country, who can be
registered not later than end of
January next year.
He said new schools which

Assistant Undersecretary for Private
Education Affairs, Omar Abdulaziz
Al Naama

have completed the licensing procedures are Pearl Modern School
operating in Ain Khalid with the

capacity of 1,099 students offering
Indian curriculum; Blue Nile Kindergarten operating at Ain Khalid
with the capacity of 103 students
offering British curriculum, and
Safeer International Kindergarten
operating at Al Wakra with the
capacity of 165 students offering
British curriculum.
Four new private schools and
KGs have been added to educational voucher scheme. They are
Eadad International Academy,
Loydence Academy in Azizia,
Newton British School in Muraish,
and Al Mujtama Primary Preparatory Secondary Private School for
Girls.
Director of the Educational
Services Centers Department,
Khaled Ali Al Saadi, said that the
ministry licensed 10 new educational and training centers this
year, bringing the total number to
148 educational and training
centers in the country.

Director of Private Schools Licensing Department
Hamad Mohammed Al Ghali visiting a school
yesterday.
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QF’s Qatar Reads, HMC urge women to speak out about mental health
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Women in Qatar must speak out
if they are facing mental health
challenges because help is at
hand, experts from Hamad
Medical Corporation (HMC)
have said at a discussion session
held in collaboration with Qatar
Foundation’s Qatar Reads initiative and Qatar National
Library.
The event – titled Mother’s
Mental Health – was held as
part of the Mommy to Be
program, which falls under
Qatar Reads and is targeted at
pregnant women and new
mothers. It provides educational
reading materials and a curated
reading program for children
from birth to two years of age
as well as workshops on health
and parenthood, with the aim
of supporting families, building
family relationships, and
instilling and promoting healthy
values across families in Qatar.
The session discussed

The event – titled
Mother’s Mental
Health – was held as
part of the Mommy to
Be programme, which
falls under Qatar
Reads and is targeted
at pregnant women
and new mothers.
women’s psychological and
psychosocial support services
at HMC, and the objectives of
mental health nursing, family
therapy, and its uses in psychology and psychiatry. It also
focused on the role of pharmacists in providing pharmaceutical care to improve the mental
health of women in Qatar, occupational therapy, the role of
social workers and nutritionists,
and the importance of proper
nutrition.

Experts participating in a discussion session.

Speakers emphasised the
importance of psychiatry and
its positive impact on people’s
behaviors, with Dr. Majid Al
Abdulla, Senior Consultant and
Chairman of Psychiatry at HMC,
saying: “Most people can live
well and be mentally healthy,
as long as they have the opportunity to talk to someone. It is
really important for people to

Doha Festival City wins two
prestigious awards

share their experiences with a
psychologist for psychological
health problems, and a psychiatrist for more serious mental
health issues, so they can get the
right help they need.”
Dr. Sazgar Abdullah Hamad,
clinical leader for HMC’s
Women’s Wellness Center,
virtual women’s consultation,
and perinatal service said: “The

Women’s Mental Health
team provides multidisciplinary support for women
experiencing psychologically challenging times,
avoiding the escalation of
mental health problems
and their impact on a
woman’s quality of life. In
addition, our goal is to
inform and empower
women to help them
manage their daily mental
health and wellbeing
challenges in positive and
constructive ways.Dr.
Sazgar added that the
mental health team plans
to carry out home visits in
the future in case a female
patient does not wish to go to
hospital, offering them the
option of receiving treatment
from home.
Dr. Maha Al-Subaie, Clinical
Fellow, HMC, emphasized that
all consultations are subject to
strict confidentiality, and are
kept in a separate system from

the main hospital system,
saying: “The center provides a
virtual mental health service for
women, through which we
receive psychological cases and
cases of mental illnesses. We
provide professional and compassionate support for the
mental health of pregnant and
breastfeeding women, and
provide psychological consultations for those who have lost
their loved ones. Treatment
include both medication and
psychological counselling as
needed, with consultations
subject to complete confidentiality and privacy.”
Those interested in
receiving counseling should
contact the HMC hotline at
16000, where they will be able
to speak to a team consisting of
psychiatrists, social workers,
psychologists, nurses, pharmacists, and nutritionists within 72
hours. The hotline is available
from 9am-5pm, from Saturday
to Thursday.

InterContinental Doha The City welcomes
new director of F&B and chef de cuisine
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Doha Festival City, Qatar’s one and only choice
for shopping, dining, and entertainment, has
announced that it has received two prestigious
accolades at the 2021 Global Brand Magazine
Awards, organised by Global Brands Magazine,
and the 2021 Golden Feather Awards, organised
by Feather Touch.
Being the only winning Mall from Qatar, Doha
Festival City was crowned ‘Best Shopping Destination -Qatar 2021’ by Global Brands Magazine
(GBM), one of the largest global brand publications. Each year, GBM conducts a series of awards
for companies that have stood out as industry
leaders, demonstrating exceptional service and
unique vision.
The Global Brands Magazine awards are
established to honour excellence in performance
across industries. Festival City was selected by
an external research team, from a very competitive group of entrants, all of whom demonstrated
unique and exceptional service delivery towards
the evolving entertainment and leisure sectors.
Doha Festival City was awarded for its outstanding commitment towards development, customer experience, sustainability, service, and
quality.Furthermore, Doha Festival City received
high recognition for its highly-engaging digital
marketing and social media strategy, winning
the ‘Best Digital Integrated Campaign’ Award for
its Bon Appetit – Food Festival Campaign which

was held in partnership with Qatar National
Tourism Council (QNTC) . The Global Feather
Awards are designed to acknowledge key
industry players for their massive accomplishments and contributions across various sectors,
such as digital marketing and social media.
Robert Hall, Doha Festival City General
Manager, said: “We are incredibly honoured to
receive such valuable recognition from two prestigious industry awards. At Doha Festival City,
we are passionate about providing unique experiences for our guests and supporting the community of Qatar. We are proud for being recognized for our exceptional achievements, as well
as for the innovation in our marketing and social
media approach”.

MoPH records 216 new COVID-19 cases
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Ministry of Public Health has
reported 216 new cases of
COVID-19 yesterday. Among them
58 were travellers returning from
abroad. A total of 227 people
recovered from COVID-19

yesterday, bringing the total
number of people recovered in
Qatar 228,094.
As many as 26869 COVID-19
vaccine doses have been administered in 24 hours while 4,314,791
COVID-19 vaccine doses have
been administered since the start

of the National COVID-19 Vaccination Program.
Also 93.1% of the eligible population (12 years and over) has now
received at least one dose of the
vaccine while 80.8% of the total
population has now received at
least one dose of the vaccine.

InterContinental Doha The City
has
announced
the
appointment of a new Director
of Food and Beverage as well
as Chef De Cuisine at Prime.
Jan Hollunder, in his role as
the new Director of Food &
Beverage is responsible for
overseeing the food and beverage operations at the hotel’s
restaurants, lounges, room
service, catering, and
banquets.
A native of Germany and a
graduate from Berufsschule
Düsseldorf, Jan returns to Qatar
after more than a decade
gaining valuable experience in
the industry. Most recently he
served as Director of Food &
Beverage
at
Hilton
Düsseldorf.
Prior to that, Jan worked in
various hotels such as Four
Seasons Doha, The Chedi
Muscat, Shanti Maurice Mauritius, Kempinski Grand & Ixir
Manama, The Rocco Forte
Assila KSA, InterContinental
Fujairah, and The Meydan
Dubai.
“Besides leading the team
with strategic guidance and
maintaining the coveted
position we enjoy on Doha’s
culinary landscape, I look
forward to further enhance the
hotel’s culinary experience and
successes.
"As we race towards FIFA
World Cup Qatar 2022, I’m
excited to showcase and
implement our future plan of
actions’’, said Jan.

Tim Nolte

Jan and Tim are a great
addition to our team; they
bring in a wealth of
knowledge and professional
experience in the hospitality
industry. I’m confident that
both will add a new
dimension to the hotel’s
culinary scene
Anne Busfield
General Manager of
InterContinental Doha The
City

Earlier this month, Prime,
the much acclaimed steakhouse
in Doha has welcomed a new
Chef De Cuisine, Tim Nolte.
Originally from South Africa,

Jan Hollunder

Tim started his career at
Erinvale Estate Hotel & Spa.
Prior to joining the team at
InterContinental Doha The City,
he worked in various positions
at renowned establishments
including Lady Phillips Vergelegen, Asara Wine Estate &
Hotel, Hunter Hotels Plettenberg Bay to name a few.
“I am very excited to be part
of the team at Prime, a steakhouse that has carved its niche
in the dining scene of Qatar.
Moving forward I would like to
bring my own flair and techniques to further enhance
Prime and lead my team to
provide a memorable dining
experience to all our guests. I
am in the process of developing
a new menu for Prime, where
my unique techniques and
expertise will come to play,
keeping in mind the timehonored traditions of our steakhouse’,” said Tim.
“Jan and Tim are a great
addition to our team; they bring
in a wealth of knowledge and
professional experience in the
hospitality industry. I’m confident that both will add a new
dimension to the hotel’s culinary
scene, and contribute in
achieving continued growth by
providing guests with authentic
and engaging dining experiences,’, said Anne Busfield,
General Manager of InterContinental Doha The City.

KG students of
DPS-MIS shine in
'Art for Better
World' competition
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

DPS-Modern Indian School
kindergarteners earned
coveted positions in the art
competition ‘Art for Better
World’ organized by MediaOne
QatarTV Channel recently.
Mahee Prasad, a student of
Prep E, bagged first prize and
Ancil Josvel Dsouza, a student
of Prep A, secured third
position in Category A (3 to 5
years).
They were highly appreciated for their artistic acumen
and creativity.
The competition was held
in three categories- Category
A (3 to 5 years), Category B (6
to 9 years) and Category C (10
to 13 years) with around 550
participants. The prize distribution ceremony was held on
July 30, 2021.
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Turkish president calls on Muslims worldwide to oppose injustice
Anadolu — ISTANBUL

Addressing a youth forum in
Istanbul yesterday, Turkey’s
president called on Muslims to
raise their voice against injustices they witness.
“Muslims should take
responsibility for their own
peace and well-being, as well
as for the security and future of
all humanity, and raise their
voices against the injustices
they witness,” Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said in his video

message to the Islamic Cooperation Youth Forum (ICYF)’s 4th
General Assembly being.
Noting that the world is witnessing one of the most turbulent times in human history,
Erdogan said that security
problems, terrorist activities,
and the coronavirus outbreak
prevented longed-for peace.
“Muslims struggling with
conflicts, migration, poverty,
and disease in a wide geography
from Syria to Afghanistan, on
the other hand have to struggle

Muslims struggling with conflicts, migration, poverty, and
disease in a wide geography from Syria to Afghanistan, on
the other hand have to struggle with rising Islamophobia
and cultural racism.
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
with rising Islamophobia and
cultural racism, especially in
Western society,” he said.
Citing one of his long-held
maxims that “the world is bigger

than five,” in reference to the
five permanent members of the
UN Security Council in a call to
reform the body, Erdogan said
Turkey draws attention to

global injustice at every
opportunity.
Erdogan also called on
young people to take part “in
very active roles in politics,
academia, sports, commercial,
and social life.” “I expect you
not to allow anyone to come
between us and divide you over
ethnic, sectarian, or cultural differences,” he said.
Representatives from 56
member countries will discuss
the forum’s Islamic Cooperation
Youth strategy, youth

Iran parliament approves most Raisi nominees for cabinet
Reuters — DUBAI

Iran’s parliament yesterday
approved all but one of President Ebrahim Raisi’s big-name
nominees for a cabinet that will
have the task of implementing
his plans to ease US sanctions
and tackle worsening economic
hardship.
Raisi, who is under Western
sanctions over allegations of
human rights abuses when he
was a judge, was sworn into
office on August 5.
With economic misery palpable at home, the mid-ranking
Shia cleric’s priority will be
boosting an economy hobbled
since 2018 when Washington
exited Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal
with six powers and reimposed
sanctions that have squeezed
Tehran’s oil income and shut it
out of the international banking
system.
The hardline-dominated
parliament approved Hossein
Amirabdollahian as foreign
minister. A former ambassador
to Bahrain, Amirabdollahian

was deputy foreign minister for
Arab and African affairs
between 2011 and 2016. He was
deputy chief of mission at Iran’s
embassy in Baghdad from
1997-2001.
To be freed from crippling
US sanctions, Iran has been
negotiating with world powers
since April to revive the nuclear
pact that curbed Tehran’s
nuclear programme in return
for lifting international
sanctions.
A sixth round of the talks
were held on June 20, with
Iranian and Western officials
saying major gaps remained to
be resolved in returning Tehran
and Washington to full compliance with the pact. Iran has
violated limits on its enrichment
of uranium, a possible pathway
to nuclear weapons, since 2019.
It has always denied seeking
nuclear weapons.
Raisi has backed the talks.
Parties involved in the negotiations have yet to set a date for
the
next
round
of
negotiations.

Hundreds of Palestinians
demonstrated near the Israeli
border in the southern Gaza
Strip yesterday, calling on Israel
to ease a crippling blockade
days after a similar gathering
ended in deadly clashes with
the Israeli army.
As
demonstrators
approached the border fence,
the military fired tear gas. The
gas could be seen wafting in the
wind in a live broadcast of the
demonstration on Al-Aqsa TV
run by Hamas.
During a demonstration on
Saturday, hundreds of participants stormed the fence,
resulting in violent clashes.
An Israeli soldier was critically wounded when a Palestinian shot him in the head
through a hole in the wall at
point-blank range, while over

40 Palestinians were wounded
by Israeli fire. One of the
wounded, Osama Dueji, died of
his wounds yesterday. Hamas
group identified him as a
member of its armed wing.
Hamas has organised the
protests in an attempt to put
pressure on Israel to ease its
blockade of Gaza.
Israel and Egypt have maintained the blockade since
Hamas took control of Gaza in
2007, a year after winning a
Palestinian election. The
blockade has devastated Gaza's
economy and fuelled an unemployment rate hovering around
50%. The blockade tightly
restricts the movement of goods
and people in and out of Gaza.
Israel and Hamas have
fought four wars and numerous
skirmishes since 2007, most
recently an 11-day battle in May
that killed 260 Palestinians and

A view shows the parliament floor during a vote of confidence in the cabinet of President Ebrahim
Raisi, at the Islamic Consultative Assembly, in Tehran, Iran, yesterday.

Parliament also approved
the nomination of Javad Owji,
an ex-deputy oil minister and
managing director of the

13 people in Israel.
Hamas accuses Israel of
violating the cease-fire that
ended the fighting by tightening
the blockade. In particular, it
has restricted the entry of
materials needed for reconstruction. Israel has demanded
the return of the remains of two
soldiers killed in a 2014 war, as
well as the return of two Israeli
civilians believed to be in
Hamas captivity.
Tensions remain high. In
addition to the demonstrations,
Hamas has allowed its supporters to launch incendiary
balloons across the border,
setting off a number of wildfires
in southern Israel. Israel has
responded with a series of airstrikes on targets in Gaza.
This week, Egypt closed its
border crossing with Gaza, the
main exit point for the territory's people to travel abroad.

Palestinian demonstrators gather at the Israel-Gaza border fence during a protest against Israel's
blockade of Gaza in the southern Gaza Strip, yesterday.

Blast in northern Syria kills 8 militants
AP — BEIRUT

An explosion shook the base of
an Al Qaida-linked group in
northern Syria on Tuesday,
killing at least eight gunmen
and wounding others, opposition activists said.
The explosion came as
opposition fighters suffered a
major setback in southern
Daraa province, where a
Russian-brokered deal led to
the evacuation of gunmen from
the region. The evacuation was
to pave the way for the
deployment of government

troops. It wasn’t immediately
clear what caused the explosion
at the base of Hayat Tahrir Al
Sham in the northwestern
province of Idlib, the last major
rebel stronghold in the country,
but some said it was a shell that
exploded as fighters trained.
HTS is the most powerful group
in Syria’s northwest.
The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights
said the explosion near the
village of Ram Hamadan was
apparently caused by a shell
that exploded. The Observatory
said eight fighters were killed

IN BRIEF

Oman records
113 virus cases
MUSCAT: The Omani Ministry
of Health said yesterday that
113 new cases of COVID-19
were recorded during the past
24 hours, bringing the total
number of positive COVID-19
cases to 301,683.
The Ministry said that 4 new
COVID-19-related deaths were
reported, bringing the total
number of deaths to 4,047.
The Ministry added that 182
new cases have recovered,
bringing the total number to
290,813, while the number of
hospitalized people in intensive
care reached 67 cases. — QNA

Palestinian shot by Israeli forces dies
AP — GAZA CITY

development, economic
empowerment, culture, arts,
sports, networking, and environmental issues over the
two-day assembly.
Founded in 2004 in Baku,
the ICYF is an international,
not-for-profit, non-partisan
organization uniting leading
umbrella youth organizations
from the member states of the
OIC, as well as international
youth organisations representing Muslim minorities
worldwide.

and 10 were wounded.
It added that the explosion
occurred as drones of the
US-led coalition were flying
overhead. Step news agency, an
activist collective, said at least
nine fighters were killed and
others were wounded in the
blast. Step said it could have
been caused when a mortar
shell exploded during training.
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham,
Arabic for Levant Liberation
Committee, has militarily
crushed many of its rivals
within the opposition in recent
years.

state-run gas company, as oil
minister. Raisi’s nominee for the
education ministry was rejected
by lawmakers for issues

including lack of experience in
the subject. Several members
of Raisi’s cabinet are on US or
European Union sanctions lists.

Kuwait new virus cases fall to 166
QNA — Kuwait

Kuwait’s Ministry of Health said
yesterday that 166 people were
infected with COVID-19 over
the past 24 hours, bringing the

total cases to 408,600.
The death toll from the
virus climbed to 2,409 after
registering 2 deaths in the corresponding period, the Ministry
added.

Settlers storm
Al Aqsa Mosque
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM:
Settlers stormed the courtyards
of the blessed Al Aqsa Mosque
yesterday, under the protection
of the Israeli occupation police.
Eyewitnesses told the Palestinian news agency that a
number of settlers stormed
Al-Aqsa through the Mughrabi
Gate, and carried out provocative tours in its courtyards.
Since 2003, the Israeli occupation forces have allowed settlers to storm blessed Al Aqsa
Mosque through the Mughrabi
Gate. — QNA

Alibaba Cloud showcases
technology capabilities at
Olympic Games Tokyo 2020
Following the conclusion of the Olympic
Games Tokyo 2020 this month, Alibaba Cloud,
the digital technology and intelligence
backbone of Alibaba Group, has pulled off a
series of first-of-its-kind technological innovations at the international multi-sport event
by showcasing its cloud computing and artificial intelligence expertise.
As the world shifts to a more digitallydriven future, Alibaba Cloud used its technolo-gy to add new exciting elements to the
Olympic games by connecting global audiences to high-definition content and enabled
media professionals to maintain social interactions with safe distancing.
To begin its activities at this year’s Olympics
in Tokyo, Alibaba Group, a Worldwide TOP
Partner of the International Olympic Committee (IOC), unveiled the Alibaba Cloud Pin,
a cloud-based digital pin, for broadcasting and
media professionals. The pin could be worn
either as a badge or attached to a lanyard and
digital wearable was designed to enable media
professionals working at the International
Broadcasting Cen-tre (IBC) and Main Press
Centre (MPC) to engage with each other and
exchange social media contact information in
a safe and interactive manner.
The pin enabled users to meet and greet
each other, adding people to their ‘friend list’,
and exchange daily activity update. This could
be done easily by tapping their pins together
at arm’s length, bearing in mind the social distancing measures.
The digital pins also included specific
designs of each of the 33 sports on the Tokyo
2020 Programme, which could be unlocked
through a list of playful tasks like making new
friends. To activate the pin, users simply need
to download a Cloud Pin application, and pair
it with the wearable device via its bluetooth
function. Following the launch of Alibaba
Cloud Pin, the group created a new cloudbased solution to help Olympic Games Tokyo
2020 onsite staff reduce the risk of getting
heat-stroke during the summer in Tokyo.
Through an intelligent ear-worn device,
the technology helped keep track of the body
temperature and heart rate of the Olympic
onsite staff in Tokyo. Based on the body temperature, heart rate and the environment index,
a cloud-based system identified the level of
heatstroke risk in real time for individual
working staff. Alerts were sent to those being
exposed to a high level of risk along with recommended precautionary measures – such as

drinking more water – to reduce the chances
of getting heatstroke. The heat index in the surrounding environment including temperature,
humidity and direct or radiant sunlight was
monitored through multiple heat stress WBGT
(Wet Bulb Globe Temperature) meters set up
at 14 Olympic competition venues. Leveraging
Alibaba technologies, Content+, OBS’ content
delivery platform is now fully migrated to the
cloud for delivering short-form content, content
asset management and content production.
Delivering short-form content
During Tokyo 2020, between 7,000 and
9,000 short-form content clips were produced by the OBS Content+ crew to help
enhance RHB coverage. 17 RHB organisations
and four news agencies subscribed to the full
service of receiving those clips through a userfriendly web-based interface.
Content asset management
Through Content+, RHBs will be able to
access all Olympic content produced by the OBS
including live content as it is being produced.
31 RHB organisations signed up for this full
service to be able to easily browse through the
low-resolution files in near real-time, and
retrieve any content in any of their global
facilities.
Content production
Used as part of post-production workflow,
OBS used the Content+ platform for re-mote
editing and standards conversion; a feature
that will be extended as a service to the RHBs
for future Olympics.
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Morocco ‘regrets’ Algeria’s
decision to cut diplomatic ties
AP — RABAT, Morocco

Morocco regrets the "completely unjustified"
decision of neighbouring Algeria to break
off diplomatic relations, the country's
Foreign Affairs Ministry said yesterday,
calling some of Algeria's reasons "absurd.”
Algeria cited a series of alleged hostile
acts for the cutting of ties when it announced
the decision on Tuesday,.
The move was "expected...in view of the
logic of escalation observed in recent
weeks,” the Moroccan ministry said in a
statement released overnight.
"Morocco categorically rejects the fallacious, even absurd, pretexts underlying
it,” the statement read.
France, once the colonial power in both
Algeria and Morocco, chose a balanced tone
to offend neither side. "Algeria and Morocco
are two friends and two essential partners
of France,” the French Foreign Ministry said.
"France remains naturally attached to

Boko Haram
attack kills 16
soldiers in Niger
Reuters — NIAMEY

Hundreds of Boko Haram militants attacked a military post
in southern Niger overnight,
killing 16 soldiers and
wounding nine more, the
defence ministry said
yesterday.
About 50 of the militants
were killed in the resulting
combat in the West African
country’s Diffa region and
significant quantities of
weapons were recovered,
the ministry said in a
statement.
The Boko Haram insurgency broke out in northeastern Nigeria in 2009, but
violence frequently spills over
into neighbouring Chad, Niger
and Cameroon in the Lake
Chad Basin.
In December, an attack
blamed on Boko Haram killed
28 people and burned 800
homes in the Diffa region.

Tunisia party
voices concern as
president extends
emergency powers

Saudi Arabia and OIC urged
dialogue to resolve issues.
deepening ties and dialogue between nations
of the region to consolidate stability and
prosperity. Voices in the Middle East also
expressed regret over the rupture in ties.
Saudi Arabia called on the two countries
to prioritise dialogue and diplomacy, saying
it hoped for a turnaround as quickly as possible. The general secretariat of the 57-nation
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC),
based in Saudi Arabia, called for shared
interests and good neighbourly relations to
take precedence. It suggested dialogue to
resolve differences between Algeria and
Morocco.
The Algerian government's decision culminated a period of growing tension
between the North African countries, which
are mired in a decades-long feud, with their
borders closed to each other.

Reuters — TUNIS

A man reads newspapers at a kiosk in Algiers, Algeria, yesterday.

The Algerian foreign minister
notably denounced "massive and systematic acts of espionage” by
Morocco, a reference to allegations
that the kingdom’s security services

Gunman kills 4 near French embassy in Tanzania
Reuters — DAR ES SALAAM

A gunman killed three police
officers and a private security
guard on a rampage through a
diplomatic quarter of Tanzania’s main city Dar es Salaam
yesterday, before being shot
dead while holed up in a guardhouse at the French embassy’s
gate.
Videos on the Internet,
apparently filmed by onlookers
from buildings across the street
from the French embassy,
showed the gunman inside the
guardhouse. He exchanged fire
at very close range with police
and men who appeared to be
embassy guards.
Police said the attacker had
first shot two police officers
with a pistol at an intersection
in the district, which houses a
number of diplomatic missions.
He took rifles from the fallen
police officers, and headed on
foot to the French embassy a
few hundred metres away,
firing randomly and occupying
the guard house.

Tanzanian security forces guard an entrance to the French embassy
after an attacker wielding an assault rifle was killed in the Salenda
area of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, yesterday.

President Samia Suluhu
Hassan said on Twitter that the
attacker had been “neutralised”
and “calm has returned”.
“I send my condolences to
the police service and the families of three policemen, and
one officer of the SGA security
company, who lost their lives
after an armed person attacked

Bayanat Engineering: Airport
surveillance and security
Airports, the international hubs
of the world, oversee the
passage of millions of visitors
every year. With large crowds
constantly circulating, it is
essential to ensure not only
their safety, but that of the
entire airport, maintaining its
proper and lawful functioning.
It is also important to prevent
any potential threat from
entering the country.
And so, there is a plethora
of techniques put in place to
ensure security of the passengers, staff, equipment,
vehicles and aircraft at any
given location of the facility.
Security and surveillance
equipment is most commonly
used to observe the traffic in
the monitored zone, including
potential animals, vehicles or
people on the site. It also
detects unfavourable meteorological conditions or other aircraft in sight of the runway.
These infrastructures operate
both at daytime and at night,
the latter being a more risky
period in terms of potential
threats due to lower visibility.
The Surface Movement
Guidance and Control System
It is important to know that
the airports are equipped with
a special surveillance system,
called the Surface Movement
Guidance and Control System
(ASMGCS). This includes a
variety of different devices and
infrastructure. More generally,
these could be separated into
two parts: non-cooperative
surveillance
(Surface
movement radars, microwave
sensors), and cooperative surveillance, among which, you
could find the Multilateration
system.
According to the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), the ASMGCS
maintains the rate of all
vehicles’ and aircraft’s
movement on the surface of the
aerodrome, by providing these
with routing, guidance and surveillance. It declares the
surface movement rate in any

used Israeli-made Pegasus spyware
against its officials and citizens,
official Algerian news agency APS
reported. Morocco adamantly denies
the allegations.

given weather conditions that
enter into the aerodrome visibility operational level. Finally,
it also assures safety requirements are met.
Different types of radars
Based on this, you can
imagine that the infrastructure
consists of various important
components. We have already
mentioned the Surface
Movement radars (SMR, GMR),
these are used by surface traffic
controllers to detect aircraft
and vehicles on the airport
grounds, during the day, the
night, at dusk, dawn and, more
generally, in low visibility conditions. This very precise
equipment is designed to
provide callsigns that identify
the target, as well as send
warnings in case of a potential
danger.
But this isn’t quite the end
of the radar use in aviation. The
spectre of these devices is huge,
and each type contributes its
specific role to the surveillance
and safety of the airport and
aircrafts. For instance, the
primary surveillance radar
(PSR), the only one that does
not require any specific
equipment on board of the aircraft, uses reflected radio
waves to determine the latter’s
coordinates and direction. The
aircraft receives the radio
signal from the radar and emits
it back to the PSR’s antenna.
However, the primary
radar, apart from determining
an object’s position, is unable
to identify the exact target. This
is where the secondary radar
comes into play.
Another component of the
ASMGCS that we’ve addressed
are the multilareration systems
(MLAT), which are a part of the

cooperative surveillance. As
with the radars, the accuracy
of the multilateration systems
is a crucial aspect of their functioning. They provide information on the vehicle’s position
to its exterior recipients, i.e., to
the air traffic controller.
Detecting objects outside
the aircraft
Automatic Dependent Surveillance technologies (ADS-B/
TIS-B), reliant on the satellite
navigation, are used by an aircraft to determine its exact
position, so that it is broadcast
and tracked. Not only does the
airport staff depend on this
information, but other airplanes in the area also need to
be aware of each other’s positions, in order to avoid accidents and, hence, contributes
to air navigation safety.
But it isn’t only airplanes
that could get in the way of their
winged homologues. On the
ground, what is referred to as
the runway foreign objects
debris (FOD), constitutes any
objects fallen from the aircraft,
broken ground equipment or
even birds. To maintain the
overall safety of the aerodrome,
many other types of surveillance are put in place for
runways and airside. These and
many other aviation solutions
are provided by the engineering
companies such as Bayanat
Engineering, the latter being a
leader in its sector in the Middle
East. The company provides
surveillance and security
systems, along with many other
solutions to large international
airports including Hamad International Airport. If you are
interested in checking them out,
please visit: https://www.
bayanatengineering.qa/

them in the Salenda area of Dar
es Salaam,” Hassan said.
Six people were injured in
addition to the four who were
killed, police commissioner of
operations and training Liberatus Sabas said in a Tweet
shared by the account of the
Tanzanian Police Force.
Inspector-General of Police

Simon Sirro said in an interview
aired on local television that
police were trying to identify
the attacker. While the motive
was not yet known, Sirro suggested the attack could be
related to Tanzania’s role in
neighbouring Mozambique,
where it sent troops this month
to help fight insurgents as part
of a regional security force.
“There are problems, our
soldiers are there,” Sirro said of
Mozambique.
Police official Sabas told
reporters it was too early to say
whether the gunman was a
Tanzanian national, or whether
he had links to terrorism.
Tanzanian television aired
footage showing police officers
in bullet-proof vests who
appeared to be wrapping a dead
body outside the embassy in
white material to remove it
from the scene. The French
embassy in Dar es Salaam could
not immediately be reached for
comment and French foreign
ministry officials in Paris were
not available.

The biggest party in Tunisia’s
parliament voiced concern on
Tuesday at what it called the
ambiguity surrounding the
country’s future after the president indefinitely extended
emergency
measures
announced a month ago.
Ennahda initially called
President Kais Saied’s seizure
of governing powers and
freezing of parliament a coup,
although its recent statements
have only described his moves
as a constitutional violation.
A month after Saied’s
intervention, he has not
appointed a new prime minister or government or
announced what he plans to
do next, amid widespread
speculation that he plans to
redraw the 2014 democratic
constitution.
Late on Monday, the presidency said Saied was indefinitely extending the measures
without giving further details,
but added that he would give
a speech in the coming days.
The constitutional crisis
has erupted as the North
African country struggles to
deal with a dire economy and
a looming threat to public
finances a decade after the
2011 revolution that introduced democracy.
The United States and
France, as well as Tunisian
political parties and the powerful labour union, have urged
Saied to quickly appoint a government and sketch out plans
for the future.
During the past month,
Saied has replaced senior officials in national and regional
governments, the security
agencies and other bodies.
Ennahda called in its
statement for an end to what
it called the “abuse and violation of constitutional rights”
of citizens through detentions
and travel restrictions.

36 villagers shot to death in Nigeria
Reuters — ABUJA

Attackers shot dead at least 36
people and destroyed buildings
in a night raid on a village near
the central Nigerian city of Jos,
officials said, in an area hit by
repeated ethnic clashes.
The gunmen went house
to house killing residents in
Yelwa Zangam late on
Tuesday, a military spokesman
said. Troops struggled to get to
the area as a bridge had been
destroyed, he added.
Jos is the capital of Plateau
State — part of Nigeria’s socalled Middle Belt which has
seen regular fighting between
the Hausa-Fulani group, who
dominate the whole of
northern Nigeria, and a
number of much smaller local

ethnic groups.
Plateau State Governor
Simon Lalong described the
attack as a “barbaric act”, and
said security forces had
arrested 10 suspects and were
pursuing others.
He said he was reinstating
a 24-hour curfew on the surrounding area to prevent
further loss of life and
property. Authorities had only
recently relaxed a curfew
imposed after attackers killed
22 commuters in the same area
on August 14.
One local resident said the
attackers were Fulanis from a
nearby area involved in a feud
with the Yelwa Zangam community. Reuters could not
independently verify this.
A registrar at a hospital in

Jos said that 36 bodies had
been brought in from the
village.
The whole of Nigeria has
been experiencing an upsurge
of violence this year, with
abductions for ransom and
armed robberies commonplace in several states.
The underlying cause of
much of the tension is poverty
which intensifies competition
for resources and jobs and, in
the Middle Belt, exacerbates a
complex inter-section of
ethnic and religious rivalries.
The Hausa-Fulani, who
number tens of millions across
Nigeria and are mostly Muslim,
are seen as a threat by some of
the smaller Middle Belt groups,
who are predominantly
Christian.

51 evacuees from
Afghanistan
arrive in Uganda
AP — KAMPALA, Uganda

Uganda’s government said that
51 people evacuated from
Afghanistan arrived in the East
African country yesterday at
the request of the United
States.
Authorities said in a
statement that the group,
transported to Uganda on a
chartered flight, included men,
women and children. No
further details were immediately given on the evacuees’
identities.
Ugandan officials said last
week that the country would
shelter up to 2,000 people
fleeing the Taliban’s takeover
of Afghanistan. They said the
Afghans would be brought to
Uganda in small groups as a
temporary arrangement
before they are relocated
elsewhere.
“The decision to host those
in need is informed by the
government of Uganda’s consistent policy of receiving refugees and persons in distress
as well as playing a responsible role in matters of

Afghan evacuees ride buses to their accommodation upon arrival at
the Entebbe International Airport, in Entebbe, Uganda, yesterday.

international concern,” the
statement said.
The evacuees will stay at
hotels in a lakeside city
outside the Ugandan capital,
Kampala. Ugandan officials
have repeatedly said the
United States would pay the
cost of caring for people evacuated from Afghanistan, and
groups such as Mercy Corps
are offering to help.
The US-based humanitarian group said it would
support Ugandan authorities
“to respond to the most immediate needs” of the evacuees.
“These civilians, mainly
women and children, are
searching for safety. Uganda’s
commitment to welcome
Afghan evacuees should be

applauded and supported by
the international community,”
Allison Huggins, a Mercy
Corps official in Africa, said in
a statement. “But the task is
enormous, and we must stand
in solidarity with the people
of Afghanistan, who need
support now more than ever.”
Uganda has long been a ally
of the US, especially on
security matters in the region.
But some activists and
opponents of President Yoweri
Museveni, who was reelected
in January, say the US
arrangement with Uganda is
problematic because it appears
blind to allegations of rights
abuses and bad governance in
a country that has never had a
peaceful transfer of power.
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Race to complete evacuations
as August 31 deadline looms
Reuters — Kabul

Western nations rushed to
evacuate people from Afghanistan yesterday as the August 31
deadline for the withdrawal of
foreign troops drew closer and
fears grew that many could be
left behind to an uncertain fate
under the country’s new Taliban
rulers.
In one of the biggest such airlifts ever, the United States and
its allies have evacuated more
than 70,000 people, including
their citizens, Nato personnel and
Afghans at risk, since August 14,
the day before the Taliban swept
into the capital Kabul to bring to
an end the 20-year foreign military presence.
US President Joe Biden said
US troops in Afghanistan faced
mounting danger, while aid
agencies warned of an impending
humanitarian crisis for those left
behind.
Biden has spurned calls from
allies to extend the deadline, set
under an agreement struck by the
previous administration of
Donald Trump with the hardline
Islamist group last year. But he
said on Tuesday the deadline
could be met.
“The sooner we can finish,

In one of the biggest
such airlifts ever, the
United States and its
allies have evacuated
more than 70,000
people, including
their citizens, Nato
personnel and
Afghans at risk, since
August 14.
the better,” Biden said. “Each day
of operations brings added risk
to our troops.” Two US officials,
speaking on condition of anonymity, said there was growing
concern about the risk of suicide
bombings by Islamic State at the
airport.
British foreign minister
Dominic Raab said the deadline
for evacuating people was up to
the last minute of the month.
France said it would push on
with evacuations as long as possible but it was likely to end these
operations in the coming hours
or days.
Chancellor Angela Merkel
said Germany would try to help
Afghans who worked with its soldiers and aid organisations and

wished to leave Afghanistan after
the deadline expires.
“The end of the air bridge in
a few days must not mean the
end of efforts to protect Afghan
helpers and help those Afghans
who have been left in a bigger
emergency with the takeover of
the Taliban,” she told the German
parliament.
Tens of thousands of Afghans
fearing persecution have
thronged Kabul’s airport since the
Taliban takeover, the lucky ones
securing seats on flights.
Yesterday, many people
milled about outside the airport
— where soldiers from the United
States, Britain and other nations
were trying to maintain order
amid the dust and heat - hoping
to get out.
They carried bags and suitcases stuffed with possessions,
and waved documents at soldiers
in the hope of gaining entry. One
man, standing knee-deep in a
flooded ditch, passed a child to a
man above.
“I learned from an email from
London that the Americans are
taking people out, that’s why I’ve
come so I can go abroad,” said
one man, Aizaz Ullah.
While the focus is now on
those trying to flee, the risk of

Crowds of people wait outside the airport in Kabul, Afghanistan, yesterday.

starvation, disease and persecution is rising for the rest of the
population, aid agencies say.
“There’s a perfect storm
coming because of several years
of drought, conflict, economic
deterioration, compounded by
COVID,” David Beasley, executive
director of the UN World Food
Programme, said in Doha, saying
that about 14 million people were
threatened with starvation.
The U.N. human rights chief
said she had received credible
reports of serious violations by
the Taliban, including “summary

South Korea parliament set to pass law to curb ‘fake news’
Reuters — SEOUL

South Korea’s ruling party is set
to revise a media law to rein in
“fake news” by giving courts the
power to award much bigger
damages but opponents said it
would discourage reporters
from delving into the shady
dealings of the powerful.
South Korea is home to a
thriving news industry, ranking
relatively high on world media
freedom tables but it has
struggled with the spread of misinformation and cyber bullying
in recent years.
The amendment to the Act on
Press Arbitration and Remedies
allows the courts to order
damages up to five times bigger
than they can now for publication

of false or fabricated reports
ruled to have infringed on a
plaintiff’s rights or caused “emotional distress”.
“The damage and ripple
effect caused by wrong media
reports is large and broad in
scale, inflicting irreparable harm
to individuals,” the Democratic
Party said in a statement. The law
would also require media outlets,
including internet news service
providers, to issue corrections for
erroneous or fabricated news
that manifest “intention” or
“gross negligence”.
The ruling party said the penalties were intended to put the
burden of responsibility where
it belonged for malicious or false
reports and to minimise their
emotional and material damage.

But critics, led by the opposition
People Power Party, said the law
would set the democratic clock
back in the guise of protecting
victims of fake news.
“News media that would otherwise not hesitate to report and
write about illegal acts and shady
affairs of those in power will be
discouraged and beaten down,
and the road to just society and
a normal state will close,” the
opposition party spokeswoman
said.
Parliament’s legislation and
judiciary committee passed the
bill yesterday over opposition
objections, clearing the last
hurdle before it moves to the
main chamber.
Ryu Je-hua, an attorney who
specialises in media law and

political cases, said the bill
reflected a government aim to
silence news organisations.
“This amendment would
have the effect of discouraging
the reporting of sensitive news,”
Ryu said.
South Korea, which ranks 42
of 180 countries on a World
Press Freedom Index, has
recently battled the spread of
misinformation and cyber bullying. The apparent suicide of
two K-pop artists in 2019 put a
spotlight on personal attacks and
cyber bullying of vulnerable
young stars. In a poll by WinGKorea Consulting released on
Tuesday, the bill had the support
of 46.4% of the 1,024
respondents, while 41.6% said it
would suppress press freedom.

IN BRIEF

Thailand urges
pregnant women
to get vaccinated
BANGKOK: Thailand’s coronavirus task force yesterday called
on pregnant women in the
country to get vaccinated
against COVID-19, citing a
higher risk of deaths among
those who become infected with
the coronavirus.
“We have a target of vaccinating 500,000 women who
are at least 12 weeks pregnant,
but only 2,078, or 0.4%, have
received two doses,” Apisamai
Srirangsan, a spokesperson for
the coronavirus task force, told
a news briefing.
“Pregnant women are 2.5
times more likely to die after an
infection than others due to
changes to body shape that
makes breathing more difficult,”
said Apisamai. -Reuters

Indonesian navy
seizes oil tanker
JAKARTA: Indonesia’s navy
said yesterday that it seized an
oil tanker that was wanted by
Cambodian authorities on
suspicion of stealing nearly
300,000 barrels of crude oil.
The Bahamas-flagged
tanker MT Strovolos was
detained in waters off Indonesia’s Riau islands in late July,
the navy said in a statement.
The captain and 18 other crew
members made up of Bangladeshi, Indian and Myanmar
nationals - were also detained.
After they were detained,
the crew members were sent
to quarantine before their case
was processed by investigators, the navy said.
The captain of the tanker,
a Bangladesh national, is suspected of anchoring in Indonesian territory without permission. -AP

executions” of civilians and
Afghan security forces who had
surrendered. The Taliban have
said they will investigate reports
of atrocities.
The Taliban said all foreign
evacuations must be completed
by August 31.
It has asked the United States
to stop urging talented Afghans
to leave while also trying to persuade people at the airport to go
home, saying they had nothing
to fear.
“Foreign troops should
withdraw by the deadline. It will

pave the way for resumption of
civilian flights,” Taliban
spokesman Suhail Shaheen said
on Twitter.
“People with legal documents
can travel through commercial
flights after August 31.” The Dutch
government said it was all but
certain that many people eligible
for asylum would not be taken
out in time.
Dutch troops had managed
to get more than 100 people to
Kabul airport, Foreign Minister
Sigrid Kaag said, but hundreds of
others risked being left behind.

India to inoculate all school
teachers by early next month
Reuters — NEW DELHI

India will supply millions of
additional COVID-19 vaccine
doses to its states to try to inoculate all school teachers by early
next month, the health minister
said yesterday, as the country
gradually resumes physical
classes.
The pandemic has hit the
country of 1.35 billion people
particularly hard and hundreds
of millions of its students have
been stuck at home for months,
with little or no access to online
education for a majority of the
poor.
India last week approved its
first COVID-19 vaccine for older
children and is trying to urgently
immunise all of its nearly 10
million school teachers. The
country has been vaccinating its
adults since the middle of

January. “We have requested all
states to try to vaccinate all
school teachers on priority
before Teachers’ Day, which is
celebrated on Sept. 5,” Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
said on Twitter.
He said states would be given
more than 20 million additional
doses for the purpose.
Several states have
attempted to reopen schools
since the pandemic began last
year, but some had to shut them
down when infections were
detected on campuses.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s home state Gujarat said
it would resume physical classes
for middle school students from
September 2, at half the capacity,
for the first time in more than 18
months. Schools reopened for
older children nearly a month
ago.

Sydney hospitals fight COVID-19
as daily infections hit record
Reuters — SYDNEY

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga listens to a question during a news conference, in Tokyo,
Japan, yesterday.

Japan expands virus emergency
to more areas as cases surge
AP — TOKYO

Japan expanded its coronavirus
state of emergency yesterday for
a second week in a row, adding
eight more prefectures as a surge
in infections fuelled by the delta
variant strains the country’s
health care system.
The government last week
extended the state of emergency
until September 12 and expanded
the areas covered to 13 prefectures from six including Tokyo.
With four new prefectures added
to a separate “quasi-emergency”
status, 33 of Japan’s 47 prefectures are now under some type
of emergency measures.
Eight prefectures were
upgraded from quasi-emergency
status to a full emergency. They
include Hokkaido and Miyagi in
the north, Aichi and Gifu in
central Japan, and Hiroshima and
Okayama in the west.
“In order to protect the people’s lives, the priority is to

maintain the health care system,”
Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga
said as he announced the emergency. “In order to overcome this
crisis led by the delta strain, I
seek further cooperation from
everyone.”
Japan’s state of emergency
relies on requirements for
eateries to close at 8pm and not
serve alcohol, but the measures
are increasingly defied. Unenforceable social distancing and
tele-working requests for the
public and their employers are
also largely ignored due to
growing complacency.
The Japanese capital has
been under the emergency since
July 12, but new daily cases have
increased more than tenfold
since then to about 5,000 in
Tokyo and 25,000 nationwide.
Hospital beds are quickly filling
and many people must now
recover at home, including some
who require supplemental
oxygen.

More than 35,000 patients in
Tokyo are recovering at home,
about one-third of them unable
to find a hospital or treatment
hotel vacancies immediately.
Only a small percentage of hospitals are taking virus patients,
either for financial reasons or
because they lack the capability
to treat the infections, experts say.
Suga said Wednesday that
those recovering at home will
receive medical attention via
phone calls, online or with visits
by community doctors, and that
the government will set up temporary hospitals where patients
can receive supplementary
oxygen or other treatments.
Japan has weathered the
pandemic better than many
other countries, with around
15,600 deaths nationwide since
the start, but its vaccination
efforts lag behind other wealthy
nations. About 40% of the population has been fully vaccinated, mainly elderly people.

Sydney’s COVID-19 infections hit
a daily record yesterday, putting
parts of the health system under
pressure, officials said, calling for
vaccinations to be stepped up to
stem the tide of hospital admissions.
Despite two months of lockdowns in Sydney, New South
Wales (NSW) state reported 919
new cases amid a growing Delta
variant outbreak, taking Australia’s daily case numbers to a
new pandemic high just below
1,000.
New infections in greater
Sydney reached 838, eclipsing
Sunday’s record of 830 cases for
the whole state. Some 85% of the
state’s total infections lie in
greater Sydney. A total of 113
people in the state are in
intensive care, with 98 of those
unvaccinated.
“This highlights... the fact that
vaccination is the key. We need
to increase those vaccine coverage levels,” NSW Chief Health
Officer Kerry Chant said during
a televised media briefing in
Sydney, the state capital.
Australia, grappling to

control a third wave of the coronavirus, has locked down more
than half of its 25 million population, including its largest cities,
Sydney and Melbourne, and is
accelerating an initially sluggish
vaccine rollout.
Around 31% of people aged
over 16 have been fully vaccinated, while 54% have had at
least one dose.
Westmead Hospital, one of
the largest in Sydney’s hard-hit
western suburbs, has reduced
ambulance arrivals for COVID-19
patients for 24 hours and shifted
critical patients to other hospitals, an internal note shared on
Twitter by NSW lawmaker Cate
Faehrmann showed.
Asked about the changes,
state Health Minister Brad
Hazzard acknowledged the
health system is working under
pressure but said the situation is
still manageable.
“Westmead Hospital is
typical of the sorts of pressures
you would expect when you got
a major hospital in the middle of
the epicentre of the virus outbreak,” he said. Around 80% of
cases have been detected in Sydney’s west.

People wait in line outside a vaccination clinic in the Bankstown
suburb, south west of Sydney, Australia, yesterday.
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ED I T O R I A L
COVID-19 vaccination
In keeping with the latest clinical evidence and
research, Qatar has approved giving 3rd COVID-19
vaccine shots to immunocompromised people. The
approval by the Ministry of Public of Health followed
the similar decisions by the US Food and Drug
Administration and the US Center for Disease Control
and Prevention.
The third dose of either the Moderna or PfizerBioNTech vaccines will be given to individuals with
severe immunodeficiency and those who are
particularly vulnerable to serious complications from
COVID-19 infection. MoPH is conducting regular
reviews and has said that the decision about giving
the third shot to other groups will be taken when more
clinical evidence is available.
Qatar was among the first countries to roll out the
COVID-19 vaccines and has successfully implemented
a mass inoculation drive. With over 70 percent of its
population fully vaccinated, Qatar stands among
countries with the highest COVID-19 vaccination rates.
Over two million people are now fully vaccinated in
Qatar. Among the population eligible for vaccination
(aged 12 and above), over 81 percent are fully
vaccinated, while about 93 percent have received at
least the first dose. To date, about 4.3 million vaccine
doses have been administered under the National
COVID-19 Vaccination Program.
Throughout the pandemic, Qatar’s health
authorities and other government bodies have done
exceedingly well to care for the infected and stem the
spread of the virus. To date, the country has detected
more than 231,000 COVID-19 cases and 601 deaths,
one of the lowest mortality rates in the world.
In recent months the combined impact of
COVID-19 restrictions and increasing vaccination
rates, and people’s compliance with precautionary
measures, has resulted in a consistent reduction in
the number of new daily infections in the country.
However, health officials have urged continued
precautions saying two highly contagious and highly
virulent strains of the virus are actively circulating in
the community.
While majority of the people have been vaccinated
in Qatar, there are still some people who are eligible
but have not received the jabs. MoPH has requested
the unvaccinated population to act now and protect
themselves and their family members and thus help
the country return to normal life. Officials have also
urged parents of to get their children, aged 12 and
above, vaccinated as schools prepare to reopen after
summer break. The Ministry said that 7 out of every
10 children in Qatar aged 12 to 17 have already
received at least one vaccine dose and no major side
effects have been reported.
As more and more people are fully vaccinated, the
public must not let their guard down and must continue
to follow all the preventive measures.
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The Biden-Bennett summit: A US-Israeli reset?

Marwan Bishara
AL JAZEERA

This week’s US-Israeli summit will certainly
be overshadowed by the Afghan fiasco. Less
certain, however, is how US President Joe
Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Bennett
will leverage the debacle in their August 26
talks, which are likely to focus on Palestine,
Iran, and China.
Since both leaders are facing daunting
challenges at home, and both governments
have agreed to avoid political surprises and
public outbursts that undermined the
“special relationship” in the past, the media
is likely to find the meeting dim and dull.
Indeed, with Biden facing a political
firestorm over Afghanistan and Bennett
lacking in credibility, statesmanship and
political weight, having won just 6 percent
of the vote in the last elections, the visit may
be more optics than substance.
Still, there
may be more
It is alarmed that
behind-theChina’s investment
scene disagreement than
in Israel has
meets the eye.
exceeded $19bn in
Biden will
the past 18 years,
push Bennett to
including $9bn in
abandon
Israel’s coopertechnology, while
ation with
bilateral trade
China, notably
reached $17.5bn
in the hi-tech
sphere, while
last year.
Bennett will
pressure Biden
to abandon the
Iran nuclear
deal negotiations. The two will disagree on what is next
for Palestine but promise rather disingenuously not to abandon the “peace process”,
or the Palestinian Authority (PA).
The Biden administration is laserfocused on its greatest strategic challenge,
China, which has been exploiting US
blunders in the likes of Afghanistan and Iraq
and expanding its influence at a

breathtaking rate in the Greater Middle
East, Asia and beyond.
It is alarmed that China’s investment in
Israel has exceeded $19bn in the past 18
years, including $9bn in technology, while
bilateral trade reached $17.5bn last year.
Biden will tell Bennett that, as the major
beneficiary of advanced US research and
development of US foreign aid largesse,
Israel is strictly bound by its agreements
with the US, and must therefore “cease and
desist”, or face the consequences.
Israel has largely ignored such warnings
by previous US administrations, but Biden
may not be in the mood for games and may
lose it.
If not on China, then on Iran.
Bennett is expected to leverage the US
humiliation in Afghanistan to pressure
Biden to stand up to Iran and its new
hardline president, even though the US
president has made clear his intentions to
reduce US military and strategic commitments in the Middle East.
One fact mainstream media conveniently and willfully ignores is that Tehran is
a party to the Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT), and its nuclear programme remains
largely peaceful, while Israel refuses to join
the NPT and is the only nuclear military
power in the Middle East. But Israel will not
let the facts get in the way of its fury at US
policy towards Iran, and the scenes of the
US withdrawing forces from the Greater
Middle East. Despite all its bravado, nothing
worries Israel more than the US abandoning the region. That is why Bennett will
push Biden to abandon the Iran nuclear
deal and prepare for alternative scenarios,
including supporting Israeli unilateral
actions against Iran.
At the very least, Bennett’s fallback
position is reportedly to demand that the US
impose new harsher conditions on Iran and
compensate Israel in case of a return to the
deal.
Israel has already received a $38bn
10-year commitment from the Obama
administration plus the latest most
advanced US jet fighters and other military
hardware, but then again, Israeli chutzpah
knows no bounds.
No less in Palestine, where it demands
total US acquiescence.
The Israeli government, with considerable help from its allies in Congress, has
convinced the Biden administration to back
off on its minimal pledges to the PA,

including the reopening the US consulate in
East Jerusalem and the Palestine Liberation
Organization office in Washington. Indeed,
Biden, the self-declared Zionist, has already
shown himself downright duplicitous,
refusing to reverse his predecessor’s
position on Israel’s illegal settlement
expansion and annexation of occupied
Jerusalem and the Syrian Golan Heights,
giving Israel a de facto green line to continue colonising Palestine.
Meanwhile, the PA may be counted on
for more self-harm, as it cracks down on
peaceful dissent and blocks popular mobilisation against the Israeli occupation. PA
President Mahmoud Abbas has told Israel
to draw a lesson from what happened in
Afghanistan, but the conclusions Bennett
is likely to convey to Biden might not be
what he hoped for. The Israeli prime minister will try to convince the US president
that the Palestinian government, like the
Afghan government, cannot be relied on
to contain the Islamist Hamas or maintain
security on its borders, and hence the
Israeli military must remain in Palestine
for the long haul. Bennett could argue that
as the 85-year-old Abbas may not last
much longer at the helm of the PA, Israel
and the US must move quickly to prep up
a friendlier more pliant Palestinian leadership, to avoid chaos in the occupied Palestinian Territories that could be exploited
by Hamas and other more radical groups.
All this renders all talk of reviving the
dead “peace process” and the two-state
solution utterly superfluous, even if Biden
insisted on such “peace talks” for the sake
of keeping up appearances of diplomatic
normalcy.
To that end, Biden will encourage
further Arab normalisation with Israel and
outsource any future mediation to the likes
of Egypt, which has invited Bennett for an
official visit in the coming weeks, human
rights be damned.
In sum, a less scandalous meeting followed by a less exhibitionist, more cordial
press conference will be deemed a “reset”
in relations. But in reality, this week’s
meeting will prove no different from previous meetings. There will be some haggling, nagging, and even pleading, but
Israel will once again leverage US failures,
as it leverages the successes, to its
advantage, and will eventually do what it
takes to keep the US fully involved in the
Middle East.

Strengthen production, expand sales channels to accelerate food exports
Japan News-Yomiuri

Exports of Japan's agricultural
and marine products are brisk,
as are those of other foodstuffs.
Exports from January to June
this year were valued at 577.3
billion yen ($5.25 billion US) ,
up about 30% from a year
earlier and a record high for the
first half of the year.
The public and private
sectors need to work together
to strengthen the foundations
of production and expand sales
channels to further accelerate
this strong export trend.
Due to the spread of the
novel coronavirus, more
people overseas are also eating
at home. Benefiting from socalled stay-at-home demand,
sales of Japanese food have
increased in countries such as
the United States and China,
according to the Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries Ministry.
Beef and sake have been especially popular.

Prospects have emerged of
achieving the government's
target of annual exports worth
1 trillion yen, a goal originally
set for 2019 but not yet
reached. Accurately determining the changes in overseas
demand can be said to have
helped strong exports.
Exports of beef, such as
wagyu Japanese beef, to the
United States increased by
120% on a year-on-year basis
as exporters devised ways to
cut beef into thin slices for
household use there.
While tourists cannot travel
to Japan due to the coronavirus
pandemic, many people are
still seeking the taste of Japan,
and cross-border online sales
of Japanese agricultural and
marine products and other
foodstuffs have increased, particularly in China. As a result,
sake sales nearly doubled in
January-June compared to the
same period in the previous
year, the ministry said.

During the Tokyo
Olympics, many foreign athletes and officials who stayed in
Fukushima Prefecture, the
venue for women's softball,
praised the peaches grown in
the prefecture. It is important
to promote high-quality Japanese food at the Paralympics
and other events as well.
Although exports of Japan's
agricultural and marine
products and other foodstuffs
are growing, they account for
only about 2% of production
value, which is lower than that
of major developed countries
such as the United States and
France.
Since Japanese products
have been highly valued amid
the boom for washoku traditional Japanese cuisine, there
should be plenty of room to
increase exports.
Japan has traditionally
grown products mainly for the
domestic market and exported
the surplus. However, in its

export strategy outlined in
November last year, the government shifted its policy to
focus on generating products
for overseas markets.
According to the latest
export strategy, the government will designate 27
products, including beef, rice,
sake and apples, as priority
items, select about 1,300 production areas and producers
for these priority items, and
provide them with support.
The agriculture, forestry
and fisheries industries have
many small and midsize businesses, making it difficult for
them to respond to the situation individually. It is essential
for public administration and
production areas to work
together. It is hoped there will
be a system to help production
areas find human resources in
the private sector, such as from
trading companies and other
entities, who are well versed in
overseas affairs.

Quote of the day

/ThePeninsulaNewspaper

If you're an evacuee that we can get out, we're
going to continue to get you out right up until
the end... But in the last couple of days ... we will
begin to prioritise military capabilities and military
resources to move out

+974 6698 6188

John Kirby, Pentagon spokesman
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Search for COVID-19 origins has stalled: WHO experts
AP — LONDON

The international scientists
dispatched to China by the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) to find out where the
coronavirus came from said
yesterday the search has stalled
and warned that the window of
opportunity for solving the
mystery is “closing fast.”
Meanwhile, a US intelligence review ordered up by
President Joe Biden proved
inconclusive about the virus’s
origin, including whether it
jumped from an animal to a
human or escaped from a
Chinese lab, The Washington
Post reported yesterday.
In a commentary published
in the journal Nature, the WHOrecruited experts said the
origins investigation is at “a
critical juncture” requiring
urgent collaboration but has
instead come to a standstill.
They noted among other things
that Chinese officials are still
reluctant to share some raw
data, citing concerns over

In a commentary published in the journal
Nature the WHO-recruited experts said the
origins investigation is at “a critical juncture”
requiring urgent collaboration but has instead
come to a standstill. They noted among other
things that Chinese officials are still reluctant
to share some raw data, citing concerns over
patient confidentiality.
patient confidentiality.
Earlier this year, WHO sent
a team of experts to Wuhan,
where the first human
COVID-19 cases were detected
in December 2019, to probe
what might have triggered the
pandemic now blamed for
nearly 4.5 million deaths
worldwide, with more than
10,000 people a day succumbing despite more than 5
billion doses of vaccine
administered.
In their analysis, published
in March, the WHO team concluded the virus probably
jumped to humans from

animals, and they described the
possibility of a laboratory leak
as “extremely unlikely.”
But the WHO experts said
their report was intended only
as a first step and added, “The
window of opportunity for conducting this crucial inquiry is
closing fast: any delay will
render some of the studies biologically impossible.”
For example, they said,
“Antibodies wane, so collecting
further samples and testing
people who might have been
exposed before December 2019
will yield diminishing returns.”
China said yesterday that

officials should “concentrate on
other possible avenues that may
help trace the origin” of
COVID-19 and suggested
studies should be pursued in
other countries.
Fu Cong, a director-general
in China’s Foreign Ministry,
agreed it was a “pity” the search
for COVID-19’s origins had
stalled but said it wasn’t China’s
fault. “China has always supported and will continue to participate in the science-based
origin tracing efforts,” he said.
He accused the US of
“hyping the lab leak theory” and
trying to shift the blame onto
China, and implied the coronavirus might be linked to highlevel American research labs,
suggesting the United States
invite WHO to investigate some
of its installations.
Marion Koopmans and her
WHO-recruited colleagues
listed a number of priorities for
further research, including conducting wider antibody surveys
that might identify places where
COVID-19 was spreading

undetected, both in China and
beyond, testing wild bats and
farm-raised animals as
potential reservoirs of the virus,
and investigating any credible
new leads.
Some other scientists fear
the best opportunities to collect
samples might have been
missed during the first few
weeks after some of the earliest
human cases appeared linked
to a Wuhan seafood market.
Chinese researchers collected hundreds of environmental samples immediately
after the coronavirus was
found, but it is unclear how
many people or animals were
tested.
“Once you have wildlife
traders shifting over to other
kinds of employment because
they’re worried about whether
they’ll be able to do this
anymore, that window starts to
close,” said Maciej Boni, a Pennsylvania State University
biology professor who has
studied virus origins and was
not part of the WHO team.

Still, Boni said scientists
might be able to pinpoint COVID-19’s animal source by
hunting for closely related
viruses in species like raccoon
dogs, mink or ground squirrels.
But he said it could take about
five years to do the kind of
extensive studies necessary.
The search for COVID-19’s
origins has become a bitter
source of dispute between the
US and China, with increasing
numbers of American experts
calling for the two Wuhan laboratories close to the seafood
market to be investigated,
something China has flatly
rejected and branded
“scapegoating.”
Biden in May ordered a
90-day review by US intelligence agencies of both the
animal-to-human hypothesis
and the lab-leak theory. In July,
even WHO’s Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Gheybreyesus
said it was premature to have
rejected the lab theory, adding
that research accidents are
common.

Vaccine protection wanes within
six months, say UK researchers
Reuters — LONDON

Protection against COVID-19
offered by two doses of the
Pfizer/BioNTech and the
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccines
begins to fade within six
months, underscoring the need
for booster shots, according to
researchers in Britain.
After five to six months, the
effectiveness of the Pfizer jab
at preventing COVID-19
infection in the month after the
second dose fell from 88
percent to 74 percent, an
analysis of data collected in
Britain’s ZOE COVID study
showed.
For the AstraZeneca
vaccine, effectiveness fell from
77 percent to 67 percent after
four to five months.
The study was based on
data from more than a million
app users, comparing selfreported infections in vaccinated participants with cases
in an unvaccinated control
group.
More data is needed in
younger people because participants who had their shots
up to six months ago tended to
be elderly as that age group was
prioritised when the shots were

first approved, the study
authors said.
ZOE Ltd was founded three
years ago to offer customised
nutritional advice based on test
kits. The company’s ZOE COVID
Symptom Study app is a notfor-profit initiative in collaboration with King’s College
London and funded by the
Department of Health and
Social Care.
Under a worst-case future
scenario, protection could fall
below 50 percent for older
people and healthcare workers
by the winter, Tim Spector,
ZOE Ltd co-founder and principal investigator for the study,
said.
“It’s bringing into focus this
need for some action. We can’t
just sit by and see the protectiveness slowly waning whilst
cases are still high and the
chance of infection still high as
well,” Spector told BBC
television.
Britain and other European
nations are planning for a
COVID-19 vaccine booster
campaign later this year after
top vaccine advisers said it
might be necessary to give third
shots to the elderly and most
vulnerable from September.

The US government is preparing to provide third booster
doses starting in mid-September to Americans who had
their initial course more than
eight months ago.
“This is a reminder that we
cannot rely on vaccines alone
to prevent the spread of
COVID-19,” said Simon Clarke,
Associate Professor in Cellular
Microbiology at the University
of Reading, who was not
involved in the study.
He cautioned that the
results may have been distorted
by the surge in overall cases in
Britain in July.
A separate British public
health study found last week
that protection from either the
Pfizer-BioNTech or the AstraZeneca vaccine against the now
prevalent Delta variant of the
coronavirus weakens within
three months.
The Oxford University study
found at the time that 90 days
after a second shot of the Pfizer
or AstraZeneca vaccine, their
efficacy in preventing infections
had slipped to 75 percent and 61
percent respectively. That was
down from 85 percent and 68%,
respectively, seen two weeks
after a second dose.

German Minister of Defence Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer and German Chancellor Angela Merkel
speak as they arrive at the lower house of parliament, the Bundestag, where Chancellor Merkel
delivered a speech on the situation in Afghanistan, in Berlin, Germany, yesterday.

Germany to keep evacuating from Kabul
Reuters — BERLIN

Germany will try to help
Afghans who worked with its
soldiers and aid organisations
and wish to leave Afghanistan
after an Aug. 31 deadline for the
withdrawal of foreign troops
expires, Chancellor Angela
Merkel said yesterday.
“The end of the air bridge
in a few days must not mean
the end of efforts to protect

Afghan helpers and help those
Afghans who have been left in
a bigger emergency with the
takeover of the Taliban,” Merkel
told the German parliament.
“That’s why we are
working intensively at all levels
to find how we can protect
those who helped us, including
through the civilian operation
of the airport in Kabul,” she
added.
Merkel’s government and

Spain wrangles with migrant laws as border pressure persists
AP — MADRID

A group of at least 40 migrants
attempted to swim from Morocco
into Spain’s North African enclave
of Ceuta and threw stones at
Spanish police, local media
reported as top officials wrestled
yesterday with what to do with
hundreds of unaccompanied
minors who got into Ceuta from
Morocco three months ago.
Migrants trying to reach
European soil swam around a
fenced breakwater after
nightfall on Tuesday and confronted Spanish police officers,

one of whom was slightly
injured by a stone, local media
reported.
Attempts to enter Ceuta by
people from sub-Saharan Africa
are not uncommon and have
led to tension between Spain
and Morocco over whether the
government in Rabat is doing
enough on its side of the border
to stop them.
Both countries police a wide
buffer zone around the fenced
breakwater.
Cooperation with Morocco
is crucial for Spanish authorities trying to hold back large

numbers of migrants who mass
at the border and look for
chances to get across. Spain is
also under pressure from
migrants trying to reach its
Canary Islands by boat from
northwestern Africa.
Some 10,000 migrants
descended on Ceuta in May by
either scaling the border fence
or swimming around it. Among
them were hundreds of unaccompanied minors, who have
been in Ceuta since then.
The head of the Ceuta
regional government, Juan Jesús
Vivas, said yesterday the children

are living in “inappropriate conditions,” with most housed in
temporary installations but some
sleeping in the street.
Officials in Ceuta, which
covers about 18sqkm, say they
can’t cope with a large number
of migrants who enter without
authorization. “The situation in
Ceuta is truly unsustainable,”
Vivas said during a news conference, referring to the migrant
pressure on the enclave. He said
Ceuta felt like it was “at the
edge of an abyss” and needs
“immediate solutions.”
Earlier this month, Spanish

authorities began sending the
minors back to Morocco, triggering an outcry from migrant
rights associations that argued
the returns were illegal because
they were done in groups,
without prior warning and
without a hearing or the provision of legal counsel.
A Spanish court suspended
the practice pending legal arguments by the government,
which insisted the children
were sent back under a 2007
agreement with Morocco for
assisted returns once minors’
cases are considered.

Gatwick revives plan to open
up emergency runway
Bloomberg — London

Sturgeon visits mock surgical theatre
Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon visits a mock theatre set up with innovative new medical
equipment including robotic surgery devices at the NHS Golden Jubilee in Clydebank, Scotland,
Britain, yesterday.

Gatwick Airport will revive
plans to bring its second, emergency runway into full-time
use in a controversial
expansion of the London hub.
The airport, owned by
France’s Vinci SA, is the
second-busiest in the world still
using just the one runway. Its
growth plans, previously
blocked by the UK government,
could add about 18,400 jobs by
2038, Chief Executive Officer
Stewart Wingate told reporters
yesterday.
Gatwick faces objections
from environmental groups
and local residents about the
additional noise and pollution,
and will run a 12-week public
consultation until the start of
December. It will also have to
consider the uncertainty surrounding the recovery in air

travel from the Covid-19 pandemic, which led IAG SA’s
British Airways and Virgin
Atlantic Airways Ltd to move
flights to larger rival
Heathrow.
Gatwick, located in countryside south of London, mainly
caters for discount carriers,
with EasyJet Plc operating
about 45% of flights prior to the
outbreak.
“We expect to be back at
pre-pandemic traffic levels in
2025 or 2026,” Wingate said.
“There is a requirement to
bring forward growth plans.
We have to go through the
planning process, then the
procurement process and
finally the construction
process.”
Gatwick is resurrecting the
proposal even after the UK in
2016 endorsed Heathrow as the
best candidate for growth.

its allies in the Nato military
alliance have been criticised for
failing to predict that the
Taliban would take control of
the country quickly as foreign
troops started to pull out.
The scramble to lift
Germans and Afghans out of
Kabul has damaged Merkel’s
conservatives whose poll
ratings have been falling five
weeks before an election on
September 26.

IN BRIEF

Spain tightens
fertilizer rules
after dead woes
MADRID: Spanish authorities
are expanding a ban on
harmful fertilizers around a
saltwater lagoon on the country’s Mediterranean coast,
where over the past 10 days
several tons of dead fish have
washed up.
The regional government of
Murcia, some 400km southeast
of Madrid, announced yesterday
that the use of inorganic
nitrogen fertilizers at farms
within 1,500 metres of the Mar
Menor lagoon is to be prohibited. - AP

Rolling Stones
bandmates salute
late drummer
LONDON: Members of the
Rolling Stones have saluted
their unshakeable drummer
Charlie Watts, who died on
Tuesday at the age of 80.
Mick Jagger, the legendary
rock band’s frontman, posted a
photo on Twitter of a smiling
Watts seated behind a drum. Lead
guitarist Keith Richards shared a
picture of a drum set with a
hanging “Closed” sign. Watts’
publicist announced Tuesday
afternoon that the musician had
“passed away peacefully in a
London hospital.”
Guitarist Ronnie Wood
posted a photo of himself and his
late bandmate captioned “I love
you my fellow Gemini — I will
dearly miss you — you are the
best.” - AP
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Nord Stream 2AG risks delays
after losing German verdict
Bloomberg — Dusseldorf

Nord Stream 2 AG, the Gazprom
PJSC-owned pipeline project to
bring more Russian natural gas
to Europe, risks delays after
losing a court ruling imposing
changes to its organisation.
The Dusseldorf Higher
Regional Court yesterday dismissed a bid to sidestep
European Union rules requiring
gas producers to be legally separate from entities that
transport the fuel, the tribunal
said in an emailed statement.
The project, which is slated
to double the capacity of the
existing undersea route from
Russian gas fields to Europe,
has been a major source of
friction in trans-Atlantic relations for several years. The US
has claimed it could give Russia
new leverage over Europe and
introduced sanctions targeting
the project. Joe Biden’s administration softened the US stance,
reaching a deal with Germany
last month to end a longstanding rift over the pipeline.
Europe is facing a supply
crunch, with inventories at their
lowest in more than a decade
for this time of year. As a result,
the market has been volatile,
with prices tumbling at any signs
of the start of flows via Nord
Stream 2 and surging on news
of tighter supplies.
Gazprom said earlier this
month that the Nord Stream 2
link can ship 5.6 billion cubic
metres of fuel to Europe this
year. While the decision was
widely expected, some traders
bet it could delay much needed
flows via the pipeline.
Gas prices initially jumped
yesterday’s decision before

The Dusseldorf
Higher Regional
Court yesterday
dismissed a bid to
sidestep European
Union rules requiring
gas producers to be
legally separate from
entities that transport
the fuel.
paring gains, with traders on
edge at any signs of more or less
supplies coming into Europe.
Nord Stream 2 had asked to
have the part of the pipeline on
German territory be exempted
from the EU regulations.
The Zug, Switzerland-based
company said it would evaluate
the ruling — which can be
appealed — before announcing
any next steps. It reiterated that
the pipeline was completed
from an economic point of view
by May 23, 2019, the key date
as to when EU rules apply.
“Based on the applicable
legal framework at that time, the
company had made investments
worth billions of euros long
before the European Commission announced its plan to
amend” the EU’s gas rules, it said.
Yesterday’s judgement
doesn’t impact the construction
of the 1,230km project, which
is scheduled to begin operating
this year. But to avoid fines,
Gazprom would have to change
the setup of the Nord Stream 2
to get a licence under the rules.
In order to comply, Nord
Stream 2 must be certified as an
independent transmission or

system operator under the EU
regulation. While that doesn’t
require Gazprom to sell ownership rights in the unit, it must
give up control and command
rights over its leadership and
include other measures like
Chinese Walls to guarantee Nord
Stream 2’s independence from
the Russian gas giant.
Germany’s regulator in May
last year refused to issue a
waiver. Under the EU gas
directive, exemptions can only
be granted to pipelines completed by May 23, 2019. The
measures were revised after
works on the pipeline had started
— a move that Nord Stream 2
alleges was discriminatory.
The court yesterday said
because the physical construction wasn’t completed by
the cut-off date, Nord Stream 2
couldn’t get the carve-out. The
judges rejected the company’s
argument that economically, the
project was completed at that
time because the bulk of the
money was already invested.
As a precaution, Nord
Stream 2 has already applied
for the necessary certification
at the German regulator, known
as the Bundesnetzagentur. Documents are being reviewed and
more paperwork might be
requested, a spokesman for the
regulator said by email. Once
the application is complete, the
agency has four months to
prepare a draft decision.
There have been other
pipelines that were already
operating before the certification was completed and no
fines were issued in the period
when the regulator and the
company were in talks over the
process.

Austria and Russia review bilateral relations
Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and his Austrian counterpart Alexander Schallenberg walk
to attend a news conference following their talks in Vienna, Austria,yesterday.

After wildfires, Greek Prime Minister says
climate crisis demands radical action
Reuters — ATHENS

Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said wildfires that ripped
through the outskirts of Athens
and other parts of Greece this
month underlined the need for
radical shifts in behaviour to
tackle global warming.
Everything needed to
change in order to minimise the
effects of the climate crisis, he
told parliament yesterday
during a debate on the wildfires
and criticism of the government’s response to them.
Dealing with the crisis “is
forcing us to change everything;
the way we produce agricultural products, how we move

Migrants on Polish-Belarus border seriously ill: Charity
Reuters — WARSAW

A Polish refugee charity said
yesterday 25 migrants camped
on the Poland-Belarus border
were unwell, including a
mother of five who would soon
die without help from the
authorities.
The Ocalenie Foundation
say the Polish Border Guard’s
refusal to let anyone from the
Polish side deliver food or medicine to the 32-strong group,
who have been on the Belarus
side of the border for around
two weeks, is putting lives at
risk. It said 12 were seriously ill.
Polish opposition lawmaker
Franciszek Sterczewski was
filmed trying to run past Border

Guard officers with a bag he
said contained food and medicine before being bundled to
the ground.
The group of migrants has
become embroiled in a broader
dispute between the European
Union and Belarus.
The European Union
accuses Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko of orchestrating the arrival of thousands
of people at the borders of
Lithuania, Latvia and Poland in
retaliation for sanctions
imposed on the former Soviet
republic.
The Belarusian foreign
ministry on Tuesday accused
Poland of provoking migrant
flows from Afghanistan as part

of the US coalition, according
to the state-run Belta news
agency. It blamed the
breakdown in border cooperation on the EU.
Poland, which said this
week it would build a fence on
the border and double the
number of troops there to halt
the flow, says responsibility for
the migrants lies with Belarus.
Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki said yesterday that
a convoy of humanitarian aid
offered by Poland had been
refused by Minsk. His deputy
foreign minister said Belarusian
authorities were providing the
migrants with water, food and
cigarettes.
Belarus authorities were not

immediately available to
comment.
The Ocalenie Foundation,
which has been communicating
with the migrants using a translator with a megaphone from a
distance, said they were desperate. “They don’t have drinking
water. They have had nothing to
eat since yesterday,” it said.
“Fifty-two-year-old Mrs.
Gul will soon die in front of her
five children. Rescue is needed
NOW,” it said on Twitter.
It said the woman was from
Afghanistan and she had two sons
and three daughters with her, the
youngest of whom was aged 15.
It declined to provide further
details, but said the other migrants
were also from Afghanistan.

EU to discuss
reimposing travel
curbs on US

1,279 wildfires... the majority
were tackled in the beginning
but some got away. Preparedness was not adequate,” he
said.
Defending the response of
the fire brigade and civil protection services, he reiterated
that his government’s top priority was to save lives.
During August, Greece
recorded its hottest temperatures since 1987.
Mitsotakis, who has
approved a ¤500m ($587m) aid
budget for Evia and the Attica
region around Athens, said the
protracted heat wave had
turned forests into powder
kegs.

IN BRIEF

Swiss govt examines introducing
virus certificates in indoor spaces
ZURICH: Switzerland is considering ordering staff and visitors
to show a certificate against COVID-19 infection in most public
indoor spaces, as the government yesterday warned that
hospitals could soon be overrun by a rising number of serious
cases.
The requirement would cover events, as well as restaurants,
bars and recreational sites like cinemas and museums, as well as
sports centres and cultural activities, said the government which
has launched a consultation with regional authorities which will
run until August 30.
“If hospital admissions continue to rise as strongly as they
have recently, hospital overload cannot be ruled out in just a few
weeks,” the federal government said in a statement. “The government has therefore decided on a precautionary basis to consult
the cantons and social partners on strengthened measures against
the spread of the coronavirus,” it said. - Reuters

Mexico to discuss US court ruling on
migrants with Washington
MEXICO CITY: Mexico said yesterday it will discuss with Washington a US Supreme Court order to uphold an immigration
policy implemented under former President Donald Trump that
forced thousands of asylum seekers to stay in Mexico to await
US hearings.
The Supreme Court on Tuesday denied US President Joe Biden’s
bid to rescind Trump’s “remain in Mexico” policy, formally known
as the Migrant Protection Protocols program. Mexican officials
have privately expressed concern that the policy could strain
Mexico’s ability to absorb more migrants.
Biden’s ending of the policy was his first major step in dismantling Trump-era immigration actions after he took office in
January pledging to implement a more humane approach to
dealing with mass migration.
In a statement on Twitter overnight, Roberto Velasco, a senior
official in the Mexican foreign ministry responsible for North
American relations, said the US government had been in touch
with Mexico over the Supreme Court decision. “Mexico isn’t part
of the judicial process, which is a unilateral measure by the United
States,” Velasco said. - Reuters

Bloomberg — Brussels

The European Union will
discuss yesterday whether to
reintroduce travel restrictions
on visitors from the US as new
coronavirus cases soar.
Slovenia, which holds the
rotating presidency of the EU
and is currently responsible for
triggering an assessment of
countries that are allowed
non-essential travel into the
bloc, recommended that the
US be removed from the list,
according to two officials
familiar with the plans.
The US had 507 new
Covid-19 cases per 100,000
inhabitants over the previous 14
days as of August 15, according
to the European Centre for
Disease Prevention and Control.
That’s well above the limit of 75
set out in the EU guidelines.
The rules also specify that
the trend of new cases should
be stable or decreasing and
that no more than 4% of those
tested for the virus are positive. The guidelines also take
into account whether variants
of concern have been detected
in the nation concerned and
whether a country has reciprocated on opening travel.
The guidance from the bloc
is a recommendation and any
decision on who to let in, and
what restrictions to impose,
ultimately rests with the governments of each member
state.

around, how we generate
energy and the way we build
our homes,” he said.
Part of a succession of
blazes that struck southern
Europe during a summer
heatwave, the Greek fires
scorched more than a quarter
million acres of pine forest,
with the island of Evia and
areas of the Peloponnese,
including near the archaeological site of the ancient
Olympics, also hit.
Mitsotakis told lawmakers
an earlier public apology for the
disaster was also a call for
action to become better at
tackling such phenomena.
“We were called to put out

Nato will send team to counter
migrant threat posed by Belarus
Media workers from Afghanistan arrive in Mexico to apply for humanitarian status, at the Benito
Juarez International airport in Mexico City, yesterday.

All-girl Afghan robotics team members
and journalists land in Mexico
Reuters — MEXICO CITY

Five members of an all-girl
Afghan robotics team and more
than a hundred media workers
have arrived in Mexico, fleeing
an uncertain future at home
after the recent collapse of the
US-backed government and
takeover by the Taliban.
“We give you the warmest
welcome to Mexico,” said
Mexican Deputy Foreign Minister Martha Delgado as she

greeted the robotics team
members during a news conference at Mexico City’s international airport late on Tuesday.
The robotics team, made up
of women and girls as young as
14, has been heralded for winning
international awards for its robots
and started work in March on an
open-source, low-cost ventilator
as the coronavirus pandemic hit
the war-torn nation.
The Taliban, which previously barred girls from schools

and women from working
when they ruled Afghanistan in
the late 1990s, has promised to
prioritize women’s rights and
girls’ education.
Mexico has pledged to aid
Afghan women and girls.
Ebrard said on August 18 that
the country was processing
refugee applications of Afghan
citizens, especially women and
girls, with the aid of Guillermo
Puente Ordorica, Ambassador
of Mexico in Iran.

Brussels: The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (Nato)
will send a team to Lithuania to help counter the influx of
migrants entering illegally and with the aid of the Belarusian
government.
Nato’s Counter Hybrid Support Team will assist with analysis,
risk assessment and communication strategies, according to a
statement from Lithuanian Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis, who requested the intervention. The team is scheduled to
arrive in September.
Some 4,000 migrants, mainly from Iraq, have crossed into
Lithuania from Belarus illegally over the past three months, 50
times more than in all of 2020. Critics say the arrivals are part of
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko’s strategy to retaliate
over European Union sanctions against his government because
of his crackdown against pro-democratic opposition.
Lukashenko, who has threatened to stop policing the flow of
drugs, guns, people and nuclear material to the EU, denies these
allegations.
“Let’s be clear, the situation that Lithuania faces is not a
migration crisis,” Landsbergis said. “It is a well-organized, cynical,
hybrid operation that Lukashenko implements in revenge for
Lithuania’s principled support for Belarusians fighting for the
democratic future of their country.” - Bloomberg
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1,500 Americans may still await evacuation: Blinken
Blinken said about 500 have been contacted
with instructions on when and how to get to
the chaotic Kabul airport to catch evacuation
flights. In addition, 1,000 or perhaps fewer
are being contacted regularly to determine
whether they still want to leave.
AP — WASHINGTON

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said yesterday that as
many as 1,500 Americans may
be awaiting evacuation from
Afghanistan, a figure that
suggests that part of the US-led
airlift from the Talibancontrolled country could be
completed before President Joe
Biden’s Tuesday deadline.
Blinken said the State
Department estimates there
were about 6,000 Americans
who wanted to leave Afghanistan when the airlift began
August 14, and that about 4,500
of them have been evacuated
so far.
He said about 500 have
been contacted with instructions on when and how to get
to the chaotic Kabul airport to
catch evacuation flights.
In addition, 1,000 or
perhaps fewer are being contacted regularly to determine
whether they still want to leave.

New NY governor
adds 12,000
deaths to
COVID-19 tally
AP — ALBANY

New York Governor Kathy
Hochul promised more
government transparency on
her first day in office and by
day’s end her administration
had quietly delivered it by
acknowledging nearly 12,000
more deaths in the state from
COVID-19 than had been
publicized by her predecessor,
Andrew Cuomo.
New York now reports
nearly 55,400 people have
died of COVID-19 in New York
based on death certificate
data submitted to the CDC, up
from about 43,400 that Gov.
Cuomo had reported to the
public as of Monday, his last
day in office.
“We’re now releasing more
data than had been released
before publicly, so people
know the nursing home deaths
and the hospital deaths are
consistent with what’s being
displayed by the CDC,” Hochul
said yesterday on MSNBC.
“There’s a lot of things that
weren’t happening and I’m
going to make them happen.
Transparency will be the
hallmark
of
my
administration.”
It was reported in July on the
large discrepancy between the
fatality numbers publicized by
the Cuomo administration and
numbers the state was reporting
to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
The count used by Cuomo
in his news media briefings
only included laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 deaths
reported through a state
system that collects data from
hospitals, nursing homes and
adult care facilities.
That meant the tally
excluded people who died at
home, hospice, in state prisons
or at state-run homes for
people living with disabilities.
It also excluded people who
likely died of COVID-19 but
never got a positive test to
confirm the diagnosis.
Cuomo’s critics had long
charged that he was manipulating coronavirus statics to
burnish his image as a pandemic leader.

Blinken said some of these may
already have left the country,
some may want to remain and
some may not actually be
American citizens.
US officials pledged yesterday that the military airlift of
Americans and others from
Kabul will continue until the
final hours before President Joe
Biden’s Tuesday night deadline.
But refugee groups described a
disorganized, barely-there US
evacuation effort for Afghan
allies that leaves the most desperate to risk beatings and
death at Taliban checkpoints
Some Afghans are reported
being turned away from the
Kabul airport by American
forces controlling the gates,
despite having approval for
flights.
“It’s 100% up to the Afghans
to take these risks and try to
fight their way out,” said Sunil
Varghese, policy director with
the International Refugee
Assistance Project. “Those with

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken during a media briefing on
Afghanistan, at the State Department, in Washington, US, yesterday.

young children and pregnant
are willing to take those
beatings to get out.”
His group is one of several
working with the US government, and communicating
with clients and colleagues on
the ground, to get out those
Afghans most in danger from
the Taliban. T
hose include Afghans who
formerly worked with Americans, as well as journalists,
women’s rights advocates and
others.
Just days are left before the

US military is to start shutting
down its anchoring role in a
massive operation that the
White House says has evacuated 82,300 Afghans, Americans and other foreigners on a
mix of US, international and
private flights. The withdrawal
comes under a 2020 deal negotiated by President Donald
Trump with the Taliban.
Taliban leaders who took
control of Afghanistan this
month say they will not tolerate
any extensions to the Tuesday
deadline. But Taliban

Military troops must immediately begin to get the COVID-19
vaccine, Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin said in a memo
yesterday, ordering service
leaders to “impose ambitious
timelines for implementation.”
More than 800,000 service
members have yet to get their

evacuees as well as US troops
and their equipment.
Major General Hank Taylor,
the deputy director of regional
operations for the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, said US forces had conducted another helicopter
mission beyond the perimeter
of the airport to pick up people
seeking to evacuate.
He said the operation happened in Kabul during the night
and that the people were now
safely at the airport awaiting an
evacuation flight.
Taylor provided no other
details, but Germany’s top military commander, Gen.
Eberhard Zorn, said separately
that 21 German citizens had
been extracted by the U.S. helicopter. He said the helicopter
crew was American and that
German troops picked up the
evacuees.
In White House news conferences and remarks during the
airlift, Biden has offered varying
degrees of commitment to getting
former Afghan translators and
others most at risk from the
Taliban included in the airlift.
US military and diplomatic
officials appear to still be compiling a list of eligible Afghans
but have yet to disclose how
they may be getting out, private
Americans and American
organizations said.

Panel probing Capitol riot seeks Trump-era records
AP — WASHINGTON

The House committee investigating the January insurrection
at the US Capitol is demanding
a trove of records from federal
intelligence
and
law
enforcement agencies, showing
the sweep of the lawmakers’
review of the deadly attack by
a mob of Donald Trump
supporters.
The request yesterday seeks
information about events
leading up to the January 6 riot,
including communication
within the White House under
then-President Trump and
other agencies, and information

about planning and funding for
rallies held in Washington.
Among them is an event at the
Ellipse, near the White House,
featuring remarks by Trump
before thousands of loyalists
stormed the Capitol.
The requested documents
are just the beginning of what
is expected to be lengthy partisan and rancorous investigation into how the mob was
able to infiltrate the Capitol and
disrupt the certification of Democrat Joe Biden’s presidential
victory.
Committee members are
also considering asking telecommunications companies to

preserve phone records of
several people, including
members of Congress, to try to
determine who knew what
about the unfolding riot and
when they knew it. With chants
of “hang Mike Pence,” the
rioters sent the then-vice president and members of Congress
running for their lives and did
more than $1m in damage, and
wounded dozens of police
officers.
The demands are being
made for White House records
from the National Archives,
along with material from the
departments of Defense, Justice,
Homeland Security and Interior,

as well as the FBI and the Office
of the Director of National
Intelligence.
The committee is also
seeking information about
efforts within the Trump
administration to push the president’s baseless claims of
election fraud and any efforts
to try to overturn the results of
November’s election or to
“impede the peaceful transfer
of power.”
The request for the National
Archives and Records Administration is 10 pages long. The
committee is seeking “All documents and communications
within the White House on

January 6, 2021” related to
Trump’s close advisers and
family members, the rally at the
Ellipse and Trump’s Twitter
feed. It asks for his specific
movements on that day and
communications, if any, from
the White House Situation
Room. Also sought are all documents related to the claims of
election fraud, as well as
Supreme Court decisions on the
topic.
Rep Bennie Thompson is
heading the committee,
appointed by House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, after all but two
Republicans opposed the creation of the 13-person panel.

IN BRIEF

Small plane lands on Interstate 5
north of San Diego
DEL MAR: A small airplane made an emergency landing on an
interstate highway north of San Diego on Tuesday, clipping cars,
slightly injuring some people and causing a huge traffic jam,
authorities said.
The single-engine Piper PA-32 had mechanical problems after
taking off from Montgomery-Gibbs Executive Airport and was
trying to land in a nearby field but instead went down in the southbound lanes of Interstate 5 near Del Mar shortly after noon, authorities said. It clipped several cars and came to rest partially on the
center divider.
Two people in the cars were taken to a hospital for treatment
of minor injuries, including slight cuts from broken glass, according
to the California Highway Patrol. The two people aboard the plane
appeared to be unhurt, the CHP said. -AP

Death toll rises to 16 in western
Venezuela floods

Trudeau on campaign trail
Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and Liberal candidate for South Surrey - White Rock, Gordie
Hogg, visit the Freedman family at their home to discuss housing, during election campaign tour in
Surrey, British Columbia, Canada, yesterday.

Brazil to give booster shots to vulnerable
Reuters — SAO PAULO

Brazil will give booster shots of
COVID-19 vaccines to people
with compromised immune
systems and those over the age
of 70 beginning in midSeptember, the Health Ministry
said yesterday.
Vaccines from AstraZeneca,
Johnson & Johnson, or Pfizer will
be used for the booster shots, the
ministry said in a statement.
The information differs from
remarks on Tuesday by Health

Minister Marcelo Queiroga, who
had said vulnerable people and
over 80-year-olds would receive
an additional jab of the Pfizer.
Sinovac’s Coronavac
vaccine, which was used for
many elderly people in Brazil
because it was the earliest
available in large quantities, is
not part of the plans outlined
for the booster shots.
The extra shots will be
administered to those with vulnerable immune systems 28
days after their second dose.

For those 70 and over, the ministry stipulated a six-month
interval before applying a
booster shot.
Also starting next month,
the gap between the first and
second shots of Pfizer and AstraZeneca vaccines will fall to eight
weeks from 12 weeks for all
those vaccinated in Brazil.
Brazil has had more than
20.6 million confirmed coronavirus infections and more
than 575,000 fatalities due to
the virus.

Pentagon: US troops must get their vaccines ASAP
AP — WASHINGTON

spokesman Suhail Shaheen
tweeted that “people with legal
documents” will still be able to
fly out via commercial flights
after Tuesday.
Biden has called getting
American citizens out a priority,
and the US has flown out more
than 4,400, Pentagon chief
spokesman John Kirby said
Wednesday. The number was
an increase of about 400 from
the day before.
Many more Americans
remain to be evacuated,
although the Biden administration has declined to publicly
estimate a total.
US-based organizations,
speaking on background to
discuss sensitive matters, cite
accounts from witnesses on the
ground as saying some
American citizens, and family
members of Afghans with green
cards, still are having trouble
pushing and talking their way
into the Kabul airport for flights.
Kirby said the US military
will preserve as much airlift
capacity at the airport as possible in the coming days, ahead
of Tuesday’s deadline.
The military will “continue
to evacuate needed populations
all the way to the end,” he said.
He added that in the final days
and hours there will have to be
a balance in getting out

shots, according to Pentagon
data. And now that the Pfizer
vaccine has received full approval
from the Food and Drug Administration, the Defense Department
is adding it to the list of required
shots troops must get as part of
their military service.
The memo, which was
obtained by The Associated
Press, does not dictate a specific

timeline for completing the vaccinations. But it says the military
services will have to report regularly on their progress.
A senior defense official said
that Austin has made it clear to
the services that he expects
them to move quickly, and that
this will be completed in weeks
not months.
“To defend this Nation, we

need a healthy and ready force,”
Austin said in the memo. “After
careful consultation with
medical experts and military
leadership, and with the support
of the President, I have determined that mandatory vaccination against coronavirus
disease...is necessary to protect
the Force and defend the
American people.”

SAN CRISTOBAL: At least 16 people have died in the western Venezuelan state of Merida following intense rains that have triggered
mud slides and caused rivers to overflow.
State governor Ramon Guevara said yesterday that more than
1,200 houses had been destroyed and 17 people remained missing
as well, as rescue workers continue to scour the wreckage.
“Let’s try not to make this political or ideological,” Guevara,
a member of the Democratic Action opposition party, said. “Lets
all look for solutions to the problem.” Images shared on social
media showed cars being swept down streets, buildings and businesses filled with mud, and mudslides that left boulders strewn
across roads.
Several towns in the affected area including Tovar, Bailadores,
Zea and Santa Cruz de Mora are without electricity or phone service
as floodwaters damaged transformers, Guevara said. - Reuters

Charleston church shooter’s death
sentence upheld
RICHMOND: A federal appeals court yesterday upheld Dylann
Roof’s conviction and death sentence for the 2015 racist slayings
of nine members of a Black South Carolina congregation, saying
the legal record cannot even capture the “full horror” of what he
did.
A three-judge panel of the 4th US Circuit Court of Appeals in
Richmond ruled unanimously against Roof in the shootings at
Mother Emanuel AME Church in Charleston.
In 2017, Roof became the first person in the US sentenced to
death for a federal hate crime. Authorities have said Roof opened
fire during the closing prayer of a Bible study at the church, raining
down dozens of bullets on those assembled. He was 21 at the time.
In his appeal, Roof’s attorneys argued that he was wrongly
allowed to represent himself during sentencing, a critical phase
of his trial.
Roof successfully prevented jurors from hearing evidence
about his mental health, “under the delusion,” his attorneys argued,
that “he would be rescued from prison by white-nationalists but only, bizarrely, if he kept his mental-impairments out of the
public record.” -AP
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Prayer
Timings
Prayer Timings
Fajr
SUNRISE
DHUHr
Asr
Maghrib
Isha

03.52 am
05.12 am
11.36 am
03.05 pm
06.01 pm
07.31 pm

Ashghal enhances traffic
safety for 518 schools as
new academic year begins
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Public Works Authority ‘Ashghal’
has completed improving the road safety
features surrounding 518 schools across
the country, accounting for 91 percent
of the total number of schools included
in the School Zone Safety Programme.
It is part of Ashghal’s preparation for
the new academic year 2021/2022.
According to a study conducted by
the Ministry of Education and Higher
Education, Ashghal has coordinated with
the Ministry of Interior and the National
Road Safety Committee to identify school

areas in need of development. This year
priority was given to approximately 568
schools spread across various areas in
Qatar.
Safety plans are being implemented
for 41 schools and plans have been completed for two additional schools, with
work expected to commence as soon as
necessary approvals are obtained from
concerned entities in the country. In
addition, road safety plans are being
designed for 7 schools. It is worth noting
that 100 percent of schools included in
the School Zone Safety Programme are
in different stages of implementation.

One of the road markings placed by Ashghal as part of School Zone Safety Programme.

Eng. Hassen Al Hamadi, Head of
Highways Operation & Maintenance
Section, said that Ashghal continues to
implement a comprehensive and continuous plan with international standards
to ensure road safety features are in
place on the roads surrounding schools,
thus enhancing security and safety of

WEATHER
TODAY

33oC 43oC

Minimum

Maximum

Hazy at places at first, becomes hot
to very hot daytime with slight dust
at times, humid by night.

W Alruwais : 31o → 38o
W Alkhor : 30o → 45o
W Dukhan : 29o → 42o
W Wakrah : 29o → 42o
W Mesaieed	 : 29o → 42o
W Abusamra	 : 30o → 44o
HIGH TIDE
6:25– 18:41

students, parents and staff.
Ashghal gives this programme high
priority, as it is one of the key elements
to achieve the National Road Safety
Strategy (2018 – 2022). It aims to ease
traffic congestions in these areas, separate vehicles from pedestrians and
improve unpaved roads to achieve higher
safety levels, ensuring safe entry and exit
of students and parents from schools.
Al Hamadi added: “Works implemented by the Roads Operation and
Maintenance Department at Ashghal
include the establishment and development of roads with the highest level
of safety in the school zones by providing
designated car parks, building medians
and small roundabouts in order to
manage traffic flow in those areas. In
addition to installing a number of directional signs and provides road markings
near schools to alert drivers of the speed
limit set at 30 km/hr.”
Speed humps with particular specifications are installed for speed reduction,
in addition to creating safe pedestrians
paths for road users and people with
special needs, while upgrading and maintaining pedestrian paths at the entrances
and exits of schools.
Moreover, to ensure safe entrances
to schools, which overlook main streets,
bright coloured rumble strips are placed
to alert drivers when arriving or leaving
the school district, with clear warning
signals to ensure safety of the entire
school community.

LOW TIDE 2:12 – 13:39

Construction firm
builts flower-scented
asphalt in Poland
REUTERS — WARSAW

Polish construction firm
Budimex and refiner Lotos
have created a floral-scented
asphalt in a bid to improve
working conditions for road
builders, Budimex said.
While vapours emitted by
ordinary asphalt are not
harmful to humans, the novel
material will provide a more
comfortable working environment for construction
workers paving roads, it added.
The new bitumen contains
a mixture of natural and synthetic essential oils, most of
which neutralise the typical
smell of asphalt, while the
remaining ones add a more
pleasing scent to the
compound.
“At times one could smell the
scent of flowers, which made
working more pleasant", Slawomir Szpak, a foreman for
Budimex was quoted as saying in a press release.”

Fossil leaves may reveal climate in last era of dinosaurs
AP — WASHINGTON

Richard Barclay opens a metal
drawer in archives of the Smithsonian Natural History Museum
containing fossils that are
nearly 100 million years old.
Despite their age, these rocks
aren’t fragile. The geologist and
botanist handles them with
casual ease, placing one in his
palm for closer examination.
Embedded in the ancient
rock is a triangular leaf with
rounded upper lobes. This leaf
fell off a tree around the time
that T-rex and triceratops
roamed prehistoric forests, but
the plant is instantly recognisable. “You can tell this is
ginkgo, it’s a unique shape,” said
Barclay. “It hasn’t changed much
in many millions of years.”
What’s also special about
ginkgo trees is that their fossils
often preserve actual plant
material, not simply a leaf’s
impression. And that thin sheet
of organic matter may be key
to understanding the ancient
climate system - and the possible future of our warming
planet.

But Barclay and his team
first need to crack the plant’s
code to read information contained in the ancient leaf.
“Ginkgo is a pretty unique
time capsule,” said Peter Crane,
a Yale University paleobotanist.
As he wrote in “Ginkgo,” his
book on the plant, “It is hard to
imagine that these trees, now
towering above cars and commuters, grew up with the dinosaurs and have come down to
us almost unchanged for 200
million years.”
If a tree fell in an ancient
forest, what can it tell scientists
today?
“The reason scientists look
back in the past is to understand
what’s coming in the future,”
said Kevin Anchukaitis, a
climate researcher at the University of Arizona. “We want to
understand how the planet has
responded in the past to largescale changes in climate - how
ecosystems changed, how
ocean chemistry and sea levels
changed, how forests worked.”
Of particular interest to scientists are “ hothouse ” periods
when they believe carbon levels

and temperatures were significantly higher than today. One
such time occurred during the
late Cretaceous period (66
million to 100 million years
ago), the last era of the dinosaurs before a meteor slammed
into Earth and most species
went extinct.
Learning more about hothouse climates also gives scientists valuable data to test the
accuracy of climate models for
projecting the future, says Kim
Cobb, a climate scientist at
Georgia
Institute
of
Technology.
But climate information
about the distant past is limited.
Air bubbles trapped in ancient
ice cores allow scientists to
study ancient carbon dioxide
levels, but those only go back
about 800,000 years.
That’s where the Smithsonian’s collection of ginkgo
leaves come in. Down a warren
of corridors, Barclay hops
across millennia — as is only
possible in a museum — to the
19th century, when the Industrial Revolution had started
changing the climate.

From a cabinet, he withdraws sheets of paper where
Victorian-era scientists taped
and tied ginkgo leaves plucked
from botanical gardens of their
time. Many specimens have
labels written in beautiful
cursive, including one dated
August 22, 1896.
The leaf shape is virtually
identical to the fossil from
around 100 million years ago,
and to a modern leaf Barclay
holds in his hand. But one key
difference can be viewed with
a microscope - how the leaf has
responded to changing carbon
in the air.
Tiny pores on a leaf’s
underside are arranged to take
in carbon dioxide and respire
water, allowing the plant to
transform sunlight into energy.
When there’s a lot of carbon in
the air, the plant needs fewer
pores to absorb the carbon it
needs. When carbon levels
drop, the leaves produce more
pores to compensate.
Today, scientists know the
global average level of carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere is
about 410 parts per million

Thailand develops machine to extract more vaccine doses
REUTERS — BANGKOK

As Thailand struggles with its
worst coronavirus outbreak yet,
researchers in the country have
developed a machine to draw out
coronavirus (COVID-19 ) vaccine
doses more efficiently and
optimise lower-than-expected
supplies.
Using a robotic arm, the
“AutoVacc” system can draw 12
doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine
in four minutes from a vial,
according to researchers at Chulalongkorn University, who made
the machine that has been used at
the university’s vaccination centre
since Monday.
That is up 20 percent from the
standard 10 doses drawn manually, they said. The machine only
works on the AstraZeneca multidose vials currently and labels
show each vial can provide 10 to
11 doses.
“The machine guarantees with
accuracy that we can gain an extra
20 percent from each vaccine vial
— from 10 to 12 doses,” said
Juthamas Ratanavaraporn, the
lead researcher of the team at the
university’s Biomedical Engineering Research Center.
“The extra 20 percent that we
get means that if we have AstraZeneca for 1 million people, this

machine can increase the
number of doses to 1.2
million people,” said
Juthamas.
While some health
workers using low dead
space syringes (LDSS) that
aim to reduce wastage can
draw up to 12 doses per
vial, it requires manpower
and a high level of skill, she
said.
“This could drain a lot
of the health workers’
energy. They would have
to do this every day for
many months,” Juthamas
said.
Thailand had kept
COVID-19 largely under
control for much of the
pandemic, but more vir- A vaccine extraction machine called AutoVacc, designed by the Chulalongkorn
ulent variants like Delta University’s Biomedical Engineering Research Center, is seen in Bangkok.
have sent cases and deaths
soaring since April, ramping up
four months, but that government
she added.
pressure on authorities to
funds and support would be
Juthamas said the machine
incr ease
the
pace
of
needed to expand across the
was aimed at removing burdens
vaccinations.
country.
on health workers. Thailand has
The prototype machine costs
So far, around 9 percent of
reported around 1.1 million
Thailand’s population of more
$76,243, including other materials
COVID-19 infections and 10,085
than 66 million have been fully
like syringes, said Juthamas,
deaths in total, pushing parts of
vaccinated, with the rollout hinadding that while they were open
the health system to the brink.
dered by lower-than-anticipated
to export opportunities, that was
“When the health workers are
something for the future.
vaccine supplies.
too tired, there are also chances
The research team say they
They also plan to make similar
of human error, so we should let
should be able to produce 20 more
machines to use with the Pfizerthe machines work on this,” she
AutoVacc units within three or
BioNTech and Moderna vaccines,
said.

— and Barclay knows what that
makes the leaf look like. Thanks
to the Victorian botanical sheets,
he knows what ginkgo leaves
looked like before humans had
significantly transformed the
planet’s atmosphere.
Now he wants to know what
pores in the fossilized ginkgo
leaves can tell him about the
atmosphere 100 million years
ago.
But first he needs a codebreaker, a translation sheet sort of a Rosetta stone to
decipher the handwriting of the
ancient atmosphere.
That’s why he’s running an
experiment in a forest clearing
in Maryland.
They also are studying what
happens when trees grow in
super-charged environments,
and they found that more
carbon dioxide makes them
grow faster.
But adds Barclay, “If plants
grow very quickly, they are
more likely to make mistakes
and be more susceptible to
damage. ... It’s like a race car
driver that’s more likely to go
off the rails at high speeds.”

Hands-on experience as pianists
learn to play with robot thumb
REUTERS — LONDON

How would pianists cope with suddenly having two
thumbs on one hand? Would their brains become
scrambled or would the extra digit add a new dimension
to their playing?
Neuroscientist Adlo Faisal and the team he heads
at Imperial College London developed a robot thumb
to find out. Within an hour of being fitted with the artificial digit next to the little finger of their right hand, six
players had learned to integrate it on the keyboard,
steered by electrical signals generated when they move
their foot.
“It came out of my own passion for piano that I wondered what happens if I have an extra finger?” Faisal,
Professor of Artificial Intelligence and Neuroscience at
the college’s Department of Bioengineering and
Department of Computing, told Reuters.
“There’s a dedicated area of your brain responsible
for every single finger,” he said. “So now comes the
question, if I give you an eleventh finger, ... are you
processing it the same way as you’re processing a regular
limb?”
Researchers at the Brain & Behaviour Lab that
Faisal heads found that, regardless of playing ability,
the six pianists and six other non-playing volunteers
all adapted to the thumb quickly, suggesting we are
not limited to using an extra digit for tasks we are
familiar with.
“The fact that you can actually play with eleven
fingers is not entirely trivial and that has to do with how
your brain is actually wired up…,” Faisal said.
“So what we can say is it’s a proof of existence. We
can do it. So the next challenge would be can we do
two thumbs, so 12-fingered? Can we do something
else?”

