
Wednesday 11 august 2021 www.thepeninsula.qa3 MOHARRAM - 1443 VOluMe 26   NuMbeR 8710

OFFICIAL SPONSOR
Celebrating collectors
in our community 

15.09.2021Open now until

Sport | 16

Aamal’s net 
profit rises by 

566% to 
QR131.1m in first 

half of 2021

We want to 
repeat last 
season’s 
achievements: 
Xavi

Business | 11

2 RiyAls

1 9 9 6  -  2 0 2 1 S I L V E R  J U B I L E E  Y E A R

Deputy Amir meets 
outgoing Ambassadors
QNA — DOHA

Deputy Amir H H Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani 
met separately at his Amiri 
Diwan office yesterday morning 
with Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Belgium H E Bart 
de Grove, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Kosovo H E Amir 
Bairos Ahmadi, and Ambas-
sador of the brotherly Republic 
of Tunisia H E Sami Al Saidi, 
who called on the Deputy Amir 
to greet him on the occasion of 
the end of their tenure in the 

country. 
H H the Deputy Amir 

wished the outgoing Ambas-
sadors success in their future 
assignments and further 
progress and prosperity for 
relations between the State of 
Qatar and their countries.

For their part, the Ambas-
sadors expressed thanks and 
appreciation to H H the Amir, 
H H the Deputy Amir and to the 
State’s officials for the cooper-
ation they received which con-
tributed to the success of their 
work in the country. 

Air quality 
monitoring 
system being 
installed at Qatar 
2022 venues
The PeNiNsulA — DOHA

 
The Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC), in col-
laboration with the Ministry 
of Municipality and Envi-
ronment (MME), has started  
installing air quality moni-
toring stations at FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022™ tournament 
venues.

The first stations have 
been installed in the precinct 
of the Qatar University 
training site, forming part of 
a project to improve air 
quality, in line with the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 Sus-
tainability Strategy. Moni-
toring stations will also be 
installed at the Al Janoub 
Stadium precinct in the near 
future.

Jassim Al Jaidah, the SC’s 
Local Stakeholders Relations 
Manager for Sustainability, 
said: “These stations will 
monitor and measure air 
quality according to the 
weather, along with the per-
centage of gases and other 
particles in the air. The data 
provided will help the SC 
make informed decisions in 
relation to improving air 
quality inside Qatar 2022 
tournament venues, in line 
with the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Sustainability 
Strategy.”

Improving air quality is 
just one of Qatar’s sustaina-
bility goals. The country is 
committed to hosting a 
carbon-neutral FIFA World 
Cup. P3

QDG programme driving efficiency in govt departments 
Irfan BukharI 
The PeNiNsulA 

Qatar Digital Government 
(QDG) programme is being 
executed at an impressive pace 
in the country. During Q2 of this 
year, 18.6 PB data was 
e x c h a n g e d  b e t w e e n 
government entities via 
Government Network.

Government Network is 
part of shared services 
developed for use by gov-
ernment entities to increase 
efficiency, reduce effort, stand-
ardise procedures, and make 
the best use of ICT resources. 

The Ministry of Transport 
and Communications (MoTC) 
yesterday said in a tweet that 
6.4 PB data was exchanged in 
April 2021, while 5.7 PB and 6.5 
PB data was exchanged in May 
and June respectively.

The Ministries across the 
government have come 
together to accelerate digital 
government initiatives to make 
Qatar’s government more effi-
cient, effective, accessible, and 
customer-centric. 

Qatar Digital Government 
programme better serves indi-
viduals and businesses, creates 
efficiency in government 

administration, and develops 
a more open government with 
enhanced participation of cit-
izens and residents.

One petabyte is equal to 
1,000 TBs and precedes the 
exabyte unit of memory meas-
urement while one terabyte is 
equal to 1,000 GBs and pre-
cedes the petabyte (PB) unit of 
memory measurement.

The Government Network 
enables a secure and reliable 
environment for exchanging 
data between government 
agencies. It comprises 100 gov-
ernment entities, and facilitates 
access to the Internet, in 

addition to providing access to 
existing shared government 
serv ices  and future 

government applications, 
according to information on 
the website of MoTC.

By providing a single con-
nection to each government 
entity, the Government 
Network limits complexities 
related to multiple connection 
points, and reduces time, effort 
and cost, required for the 
connection.

According to recently 
released figures, in the second 
quarter of this year, over 
510,000 new accounts had 
been added to the National 
Authentication System (Taw-
theeq). P3

‘Qatar has made great progress in food security’ 
SanauLLah aTauLLah 
The PeNiNsulA 

Qatar has made great progress in estab-
lishing a food system capable of with-
standing supply chain disruptions and 
price hikes during emergency situations.  

“To ensure food security, we success-
fully implemented a number of measures 
like increasing local food production, and 
building strategic storage facilities for 
essential food items to provide for six 
months supplies,” said Minister of Munic-
ipality and Environment and Acting Min-
ister of State for Cabinet Affairs, H E Dr. 
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al 
Subaie.

He said the measures also include 
diversifying sources of import through 
exploring alternative markets, upgrading 
local market, and enhancing logistic 
services to meet the goal.

The Minister was addressing yes-
terday the opening ceremony of Qatar 
Food System National Dialogue, a 

two-day event which is being organised 
by MME in coordination with the Min-
istry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI).

The event is being held under the 

preparation for UN Food Systems 
Summit 2021 which will take place in 
September with an aim of making 
progress on all Sustainable Development 

Goals by 2030.
The event was attended by Assistant 

Under Secretary for Agriculture and 
Fisheries Affairs, Sheikh Dr. Faleh bin 
Nasser Al Thani; Director of Food 
Security Department, Masoud Jarallah 
Al Marri; and other stockholders from 
public and private sectors. 

The Minister said that under Qatar 
Food System National Dialogue many 
sessions will be held to discuss common 
concerns and a common future, whether 
at the national or international level, to 
focus on how to deal with the planet, 
addressing issues of climate changes, 
achieving justice, sustainability, and flex-
ibility of the food system at present and 
in future.

“Many countries have witnessed, in 
recent times, devastating impacts of 
climate change, including but not limited 
to floods in northern Europe, heat waves 
and wildfires in the Mediterranean 
region, North America, Canada and 
others,” said the Minister. P3

Minister of Municipality and environment and Acting Minister of state for Cabinet 
Affairs h e Dr. Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al subaie with other officials at the 
Qatar Food system National Dialogue yesterday.

Deputy Amir h h sheikh Abdullah bin hamad Al Thani meeting Ambassador of the Kingdom of 
Belgium h e Bart de Grove at Amiri Diwan, yesterday. 

Intra-afghan peace talks resume in doha as fighting rages
The PeNiNsulA/AGeNCies — DOHA

An expanded intra-Afghan peace 
process and dialogue meeting started 
yesterday in Doha to discuss the latest 
developments in Afghanistan in light 
of the ongoing battles between 
government forces and the Taliban.

The battleground has expanded as 
the Taliban continue to seek to control 
the centres of the provinces and 
declared control over the headquarters 
of Farah province in the west of the 
country, while battles are taking place 
on the outskirts of Mazar-i-Sharif, 
according to media reports.

The talks in Doha are taking place 
following a threat by the Taliban on 
Monday to storm the capital, Kabul, if 
negotiations with the government fail, 
at a time when President Ashraf Ghani 
decided to arm the local population to 
fight the movement with the 

intensification of battles for control of 
the centres of Afghan provinces.

According to Al Jazeera Arabic, the 
State of Qatar hosted meetings yes-
terday with the next planned meeting 
tomorrow (Thursday) for a number of 
countries including Russia and the 
United States, with an aim of mobilising 
regional and international support and 
consensus to achieve peace and sta-
bility in Afghanistan.

Al Jazeera reported yesterday that 
the talks started with the participation 
of envoys and diplomats from the US, 
the UK, the EU, the UN, China, Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan. 

The parallel diplomats meeting in 
Doha is aimed at finding a way “to 
come up with some kind of joint inter-
national plan to get things back on 
track when it comes to the intra-
Afghan peace process and dialogue”.

On the humanitarian aspect, the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, 
called on all parties to the conflict in 
Afghanistan to stop the fighting in order 
to avoid killing civilians, and called on 
the countries to use their influence to 
stop the violence.

 Bachelet said that the failure to 
stop violence and human rights viola-
tions has catastrophic consequences 
for the Afghan people, and added that 
since July 9, more than 183 civilians 
have been killed and nearly 1,200 
wounded in only 4 cities, and more 
than 240,000 people have been dis-
placed since the start of the war. P3

Chairman of the high Council for National Reconciliation of Afghanistan Dr Abdullah 
Abdullah arrives for the intra-Afghan peace talks, in Doha, yesterday. PIC: HusseIn sAyeD

The Ministries across the 
government have come 

together to accelerate digital 
government initiatives to make 

Qatar’s government more 
efficient, effective, accessible, 

and customer-centric. 

A meeting of diplomats from the US, 
the UK, the EU, the UN, China, Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan is also taking place in 
Doha in parallel to intra-Afghan talks. 

Time extended 
for voters to file  
grievances 
The PeNiNsulA — DOHA

The Supervisory Committee 
for the Shura Council elections 
has announced extending the 
working hours for receiving 
objections/grievances related 
to voters’ lists.

According to revised 
working hours, the electoral 
districts will work in two shifts, 
morning and evening, today 
and tomorrow. They will work 
from 8am to 12noon, and 4pm 
to 8pm.
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Deputy Amir meets Tunisia Ambassador
Deputy Amir H H Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani met at his Amiri Diwan office yesterday morning 
with Ambassador of the sisterly Republic of Tunisia H E Sami Al Saidi, who called on to greet him 
on the occasion of the end of his tenure in the country. H H the Deputy Amir wished the outgoing 
Ambassador success in his future assignments and further progress in relations between the State 
of Qatar and his country. 

Amir greets President of ecuador
DOHA:  Amir  H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Deputy Amir H H 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani and Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior H E Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani sent cables of 
congratulations to President of the Republic of Ecuador H E Guillermo Lasso 
on the anniversary of his country’s Independence Day. -QNA

106,349 passengers 
used Doha Metro during 
Corniche closure
THE pEninSulA — DOHA

Qatar Railways Company 
(Qatar Rail) has announced 
that 106,349 passengers used 
Doha Metro services at the 
seven Doha Metro stations 
located in the Corniche area 
during the temporary road 
closure between 6th and 10th 
of August 2021.

Doha Metro stations 
located in the Corniche area, 
including the National Museum 
Station, Souq Waqif, Corniche, 
Al Bidda, West 
B a y ,  a n d 
DECC, wit-
nessed a wide 
turnout from 
t h e  p a s -
sengers. At the 
same time, the 
metrolink and 
metroexpress 
services con-
t inued to 
transport pas-
s e n g e r s 
throughout the 
Corniche area, 
as these two 
routes were 
diverted. 

The two services tempo-
rarily provided alternative 
routes during the closure 
period, which helped transport 
the public around the main 
destinations in the Corniche 
area allowing them to reach 
their destinations easily.

This confirms the integral 
role of the Doha Metro in 
enhancing the public transport 
system, providing an effective 
alternative means of transpor-
tation and facilitation of the 
movement of individuals. In 
addition, Doha Metro aids the 
free flow of traffic avoiding 
congestion, especially during 
temporary road closures.

Meanwhile, the Public 
Works Authority (Ashghal) yes-
terday announced reopening 
of traffic on the Corniche Street. 

“We are thankful to all 
people including citizens, res-
idents and visitors for their 
support for the success of the 
temporary traffic plans by 
using alternate routes and 
public transport, significantly 
reducing congestion,” Ashghal 
said  in  a tweet.

A Doha Metro 
station in the 
Corniche area.

Pregnant women asked to get COVID-19 
vaccine to prevent severe illness
THE pEninSulA — DOHA

National Health Strategy 2018-
2022 Lead for Healthy Women 
Leading to Healthy Pregnancies 
Dr. Najat Khenyab has urged 
unvaccinated pregnant women 
to act now and get vaccinated 
against COVID-19 to ensure they 
and their unborn babies are 
protected against the virus, espe-
cially with the more severe Delta 
variant being present in Qatar 
and most countries around the 
world. 

“With the Delta COVID-19 
strain currently in circulation in 
Qatar, it is more important than 
ever for pregnant women to get 
inoculated against the virus. The 
Delta variant is more transmis-
sible and causes more severe 
symptoms than other strains. 

Getting a COVID-19 vaccine 
during pregnancy can protect 
you from severe illness from the 
disease,” she noted. 

“Around the world, hundreds 
of thousands of pregnant women 
have been vaccinated, mainly 
with Pfizer and Moderna vac-
cines, and no notable safety con-
cerns have been identified. The 
vaccines are highly effective  
almost all hospital admissions 
are for individuals who are not 
fully vaccinated,” Dr. Khenyab 
added.

She said that the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
guidance states that pregnant 
women are at higher risk of 
severe COVID-19 compared with 
women of childbearing age who 
are not pregnant, and COVID-19 
has been associated with an 

increased risk of preterm births.
“Pregnant women are at 

increased risk for severe out-
comes when they get COVID-19 
and even if they’re healthy, the 
pregnancy itself makes them sus-
ceptible to some of the compli-
cations of the virus. Therefore, 
pregnant women are more likely 
to have severe COVID-19 and 
more likely to be hospitalised, 
and any severe illness in preg-
nancy increases the risk to the 
outcome of the pregnancy,” Dr. 
Khenyab said.

Additionally, pregnant 
people with COVID-19 are at 
increased risk of preterm birth 
and might be at increased risk of 
other adverse pregnancy out-
comes compared with pregnant 
women without COVID-19, she 
emphasised.
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Amiri Guard Commander meets Commander 
of Jordanian Special Royal Guard
Amiri Guard Commander Major General Hazza bin Khalil Al Shahwani met yesterday with 
Commander of Jordanian Special Royal Guard Brigadier General Raed Ahmed Al Ajarmeh. 
During the meeting, they reviewed relations of common interest in military fields and ways 
to enhance and develop them. The meeting was attended by a number of senior officers 
of the Amiri Guard.

Applications to 4th edition of Arab
Innovation Academy close on August 14
THe peninSulA — DOHA

Aspiring student innovators have a 
final chance to apply to the latest 
edition of the Arab Innovation 
Academy (AIA), submissions for 
which close on August 14. 

This year, AIA has also partnered 
with Qatar Foundation’s Hamad Bin 
Khalifa University (HBKU) to jointly 
deliver a course titled ‘Innovation 
Entrepreneurship Leadership II’ 
(CSE 786) – a credited course at 
HBKU. 

The 2021 edition will be virtual 
and opens on August 31, with weekly 
sessions running until November 23. 
To find out more and apply, please 
visit this link: https://www.
inacademy.eu/qatar/ 

The AIA programme offers uni-
versity students an accelerated 
mode of learning where they are 
taught to turn an idea into a startup 
in only 12 weeks. The programme 
enables aspiring techpreneurs in 
Qatar, and the region, to develop 
their ideas into viable business 
models. 

This is done by exposing partic-
ipants to experiences from a real 
marketplace with customer 
feedback to help hone their entre-
preneurial skills. It also gives them 
access to an extensive global 
network of mentors and speakers 
in tech entrepreneurship and 

innovation. 
At the end of the course, partic-

ipating teams pitch their business to 
a panel of investors, and stand a 
chance to win an award for their 
new venture. 

“Don’t think of the programme 
as competition, but more as a school 
or training placement, because that’s 
what it is,” says Sara Ait Hak, Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of the five-
member team Go Star! who placed 
third in the 2020 programme. The 
team of Go Star! was made up of stu-
dents from Qatar, Morocco, Kuwait 
and Jordan, who created a unique 
startup project that gamifies 
domestic chores for children.

“The biggest impact that the pro-
gramme had was through its role in 
aiding the transition of an idea or 
problem into an actual startup. 
Thinking about it, I would not have 

imagined a business model nor a 
marketing campaign for our idea – 
certainly not before the AIA. The 
feedback was tremendously helpful, 
especially coming from people who 
have extensive experience of 
working with new startups. It gives 
you an insight into what is going on 
at a broader level,” she explains.

Abed Al Rahman Naser, a 
member of Hamza, which is a 
website extension that provides 
real-time support on Arabic 
grammar to Arabic-speaking stu-
dents – and another successful 
runner-up in the 2020 programme 
– shares: “The course enabled us 
to become familiar with basic 
business concepts from several 
fields including marketing, software 
and design. Being taught about such 
fields by experts from Silicon Valley 
in the United States and by other 
professionals from around the 
world was a massive benefit.”

The AIA is run by Qatar Science 
& Technology Park (QSTP), a 
member of Qatar Foundation 
Research, Development & Inno-
vation (QF RDI), in partnership with 
European Innovation Academy 
(EIA), and through QF RDI’s strategy 
to address local priorities, the pro-
gramme – like many others at 
QSTP – serves to develop local and 
r e g i o n a l  i n n o v a t i o n 
opportunities. 

Kahramaa, CNA-Q sign MoU to enhance cooperation
THe peninSulA — DOHA

Qatar General Electricity and 
Water Corporation (Kahramaa) 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) with 
College of the North Atlantic — 
Qatar (CNA-Q) to enhance 
means of cooperation during a 
meeting held at the College.

The memorandum was 
signed by Eng. Abdullah Muhsen 
Al Wahdi, Director of Shared 
Services in Kahramaa, and Dr. 
Aljazzi Fetais, Associate Vice 
President of Student Affairs at 
CNA-Q. This collaboration is 
meant to provide a strategic 
framework to enhance means 
of cooperation in the fields of 
education, training, and 
development. 

The importance of the 
agreement lies in conducting 
joint projects, research, and 
exchange of expertise. This 
integrated approach underpins 
innovation and development 
across both entit ies . 

Furthermore, the MoU provides 
CNA-Q students with internship 
opportunities at Kahramaa 
facilities and allows them to 
benefit from these facilities in 
conducting their capstone 
projects. 

It also helps in creating per-
tinent solutions for professional 
development and mutually cus-
tomised staff training. The 
scope expands to include joint 
awareness campaigns on 
energy and water conservation 
to increase recognition of the 
importance of energy effi-
ciency. In addition, the 
agreement discusses offering 
Kahramaa a membership in rel-
evant CNA-Q’s Program 
Advisory Committees to gain 
new insights and advice. The 
College will also provide library 
access to Kahramaa employees 
to benefit from thousands of 
online and offline sources.

On his part, Eng. Essa bin 
Hilal Al Kuwari, President of 
Kahramaa, strongly commended 

the MoU, and expressed strong 
hopes that it will be of mutual 
benefit: “We, at Kahramaa, have 
spared no effort in seeking new 
partnerships to consolidate and 
expand our networks and seek 
new opportunities of growth for 
our staff and team members. I 

believe this MoU will prove to 
be an example of a most suc-
cessful partnership that will 
provide both parties with tre-
mendous space for innovation 
and development.”

Dr. Salem Al Naemi, Pres-
ident of CNA-Q, said, “This 

prestigious corporation has had 
an active role in the electricity 
and water sector in Qatar, and 
there is no doubt that signing this 
agreement today will be bene-
ficial for both sides. CNA-Q seeks 
to provide new opportunities for 
its students and professors 
through such initiatives to enrich 
their academic experience and 
push them forward towards 
their goals. We are confident 
that this cooperation will be the 
driving force for further excel-
lence and achievements.”

On his part, Eng. Abdullah 
Muhsen Al Wahdi said, “Our 
partnership in the bounties and 
resources of our country must 
be translated into a partnership 
in work, achievement, and 
responsibility, and there is no 
doubt that the basis for 
achieving our goals lies in coor-
dination and joint work to 
exchange experience and to 
achieve maximum benefit from 
the gains available to all 
parties.” 

Director of Shared Services at Kahramaa eng. Abdullah Muhsen Al 
Wahdi and Associate Vice-president of Student Affairs at CnA-Q  
Dr. Aljazzi Fetais signing the Mou.

MoPH reports 
220 new virus 
cases, 180 more 
recoveries

THe peninSulA — DOHA

The Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) yesterday announced 
the registration of 147 new 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 
among community and 73 
among travellers.

A l s o  1 8 0  p e o p l e 
recovered from the virus 
during the past 24 hours, 
bringing the total number of 
cases recovered in Qatar to 
22,5213. 

As many as 3,990,966 
COVID-19 vaccine doses 
have been administered 
since the start of National 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Program in Qatar. And 2,6431 
COVID-19 vaccine doses 
were administered in the 
past 24 hours.

9th edition of Cityscape Qatar in October
THe peninSulA — DOHA
 
With the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
powering a real estate resurgence in 
the progressive Gulf state, Cityscape 
Qatar, the country’s only property 
exhibition of its kind, is gearing up to 
showcase a vast array of diverse real 
estate opportunities aimed at local, 
regional and international investors.

Held under the patronage of 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior H E Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz Al Thani, the 9th 
edition of the three-day real estate 
exhibition, co-organised by long-
standing partners Informa Markets 
and Elan Events, will run October 
from 17 to 19 at Doha Exhibition & 
Convention Center. 

Chris Speller, Group Director of 
Cityscape, said: “While the interna-
tional real estate market took a hit 
last year, it’s promising to see the 
movers and shakers across Qatar’s 
market aggressively getting back to 
business. With Cityscape Qatar his-
torically regarded as a key date in the 
networking calendar for industry 
professionals, we look forward to 
supporting a return to normal oper-
ations — albeit in a safe and hygienic 
manner — later this year.”

Top exhibitors currently signed 
up for the 9th edition include Barwa, 
Qatari Diar, UDC, Qetaifan Projects, 
Ariane Real Estate.

 Khalid Al Muraikhi, Group Chief 
Support Officer for Elan Group, said: 
“After a hiatus on events for the past 

18 months, it is exciting to get back 
to business with Cityscape Qatar in 
October. We have already seen pos-
itive shoots from developers and 
brokers in the country and, with a 
projected resurgence of the real 
estate market, it is an opportune 
moment to reinvigorate the industry. 
By providing a trusted platform, Cit-
yscape will facilitate progressive and 
constructive dialogue on develop-
ments within the real estate 
industry.”

In a further boost to Cityscape 
Qatar and the wider real estate 
sector, Informa Markets has part-
nered Qatar Tourism to align on the 
development and promotion of 
investment opportunities across the 
tourism sector.

Chief of Staff meets Omani Assistant 
Chief of Staff for Administration
Chief of Staff of Qatar Armed Forces H e lieutenant-General (pilot) Ghanem bin Shaheen Al 
Ghanem met yesterday with Assistant Chief of Staff for Administration in the Sultanate of 
Oman Brigadier General (navy) issa bin Salem Al Owaisi, who is currently visiting the country.
During the meeting, they reviewed the military relations between the two countries and 
ways to enhance and develop them. The meeting was attended by a number of senior 
officers in the Qatar Armed Forces. 

The 2021 edition will 
be virtual and opens on 
August 31, with weekly 
sessions running until 
November 23. To find out 
more and apply, please 
visit this link: https://
www.inacademy.eu/
qatar/ 

‘Qatar has made great progress in food security’
From page 1

He said these impacts 
alarmed all countries of the 
world of the danger of what is 
happening to the planet, and 
the need to make all efforts to 
prevent or limit climate change.

“The issue of clime change 
should not be addressed only 
by expanding the use of 
renewable energy, but these 
efforts should extend to food 
systems, which account for at 
least 30% of the problem 
related to the food we consume 
and food production methods.” 

He pointed out that Sec-
retary-General of the United 
Nations H E Antonio Guterres 
took the initiative and urged all 
member states to put food 
system at the top of their 
national agenda and organise 
national food systems 
dialogues.

“The initiative aims at 
engaging all stakeholders 

including youth, the elderly, 
traders, farmers, students, pro-
fessors, regulators and policy 
makers in discussions on how 
to make our food systems 
resilient, sustainable, equitable 
and healthy for the planet and 
its inhabitants,” said the 
Minister.

“The Food Systems Summit 
2021 will address the most 
important issues of climate 
change, global epidemics of 
diet-related diseases, the 
harmful impact of food pro-
duction on our natural 
resources, and the sustaina-
bility and vitality of food pro-
duction systems,” said Dr. 
Masoud Jarallah Al Marri, who 
is also National Coordinator of 
UN Food System Summit from 
Qatar. He said the two-day 
event will hold four sessions on 
most important topics related 
to food system.

The two sessions held 

yesterday were on ‘Action 
Track Resilience of Food 
System Against Crises’ and 
‘Action Track Boosting Nature 
Positive Production at Scale’. 

Another two sessions which 
are scheduled to be held today 
will be on ‘Action Track Equi-
table Trade Practice’ and 
‘Action Track Use Technologies 
in Food Safety Management’.

Vice-Chairman of the Youth 
Advisory Committee to the Min-
ister of Culture and Sports, 
Khadija Bouhelika, said that 
according to studies, the task of 
food security has three 
important aspects — availability 
of food items, access to food 
items, and their use by the 
target group.

“When evaluating the situ-
ation of these three aspects, we 
see the need for farmers and 
commercial farms to be able to 
provide foods in the country,” 
said Khadija.

Intra-Afghan peace talks resume 
in Doha as fighting intensifies

From page 1
The International Red Cross 

said hundreds of thousands of 
civilians are at risk with the 
intensification of fighting in 
several Afghan cities such as 
Kunduz and Kandahar and its 
surroundings. 

The Red Cross confirmed 
that more than 4,000 wounded 
have been treated in health 
facilities of the organisation 
since the beginning of this 
month, which it considered an 
indication of the high rate of 
violence.

Air quality monitoring system being 
installed at Qatar 2022 venues

From page 1

In addition, every Qatar 2022 
stadium is mandated to achieve 
a four-star rating under the 
Global Sustainability Assessment 
System – which, among other 
things, requires a project to 
reduce energy and water con-
sumption by 30% compared to 
international standards. 

Helping Qatar achieve 
carbon-neutrality will be the 

tournament’s small footprint. 
The compact nature of the event 
— with all the stadiums close 
together and no internal flights 
required for fans and players — 
will significantly limit the carbon 
footprint. 

In addition, Qatar’s green 
public transport network, 
including the Doha Metro and 
electric buses, will support sus-
tainability goals.

QDG programme 
driving efficiency 
in government 
departments

From page 1
The Tawtheeq provides 

access to government’s 
e-services with unified login 
data. MoTC figures show 
518,105 new accounts were 
added to the Tawtheeq 
during Q2 of 2021.  

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t 
Network provides network 
connect iv i ty  serv ices 
between four main groups 
of users: Inter-government 
entities; government entities 
with shared government 
services ;  government 
entities with government 
data centres; and gov-
ernment entities with public 
Internet.
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India and Qatar 
cooperation in diverse 
sectors has been 
steadily growing in an 
excellent framework 
provided by historically 
close ties.

Qatari Amiri Naval Forces and Indian 
Navy conduct maritime exercise

THE PENINSULA – dohA

Indian navy Guided Missile 
Stealth Frigate INS Trikand  
arrived at Doha for the 2nd 
edition of the Bilateral Maritime  
Exercise  Za’ir Al Bahr ( Roar of 
the Sea), being conducted from 
August 9 to 14, 2021 between 
the Indian Navy and Qatar 
Amiri Naval Forces. The Ship 
was received by the represent-
atives from the Qatar Amiri 
Navy with ceremonial band in 
presence. 

 Za’ir Al Bahr 2021 would 
strengthen cooperation and 
enhance interoperability 
between the two navies. The 
exercise will include a three days 
Harbour Phase and two days Sea 
Phase. The activities during the 
habour phase will include Cross 
Deck Visits, Professional Inter-
actions between the Specialists 
and Official Visits. 

The Sea Phase will include 
a Tactical Maritime Exercise 
involving the domains of 

Surface Action, Air Direction, 
Air Defence, Maritime Surveil-
lance and Interdiction Opera-
tions between Qatar Amiri 
Naval Ships, Qatar Amiri Air-
crafts and Indian Naval Ship 
Trikand.

INS Trikand, commanded 
by Captain Harish Bahuguna, is 
one of the frontline frigates of 
the Indian Navy equipped with 
a versatile range of weapons 
and sensors. The ship is part of 
the Indian Navy’s Western Fleet 

and is under the Operational 
Command of Flag Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief, Western 
Naval Command, based at 
Mumbai.

The Qatar Amiri Naval 
Forces participating in this 
exercise include the two Anti-
Ship Missile equipped Barzan 
Class Fast Attack Craft and 
Damsah class Fast Attack Craft 
along with AW-139 helicopter 
and Rafale Fighter Aircraft from 
the Qatar Amiri Air Force.

India and Qatar cooperation 
in diverse sectors has been 
steadily growing in an excellent 
framework provided by histor-
ically close ties and regular and 
substantive engagement, 
including at the highest levels 
of the two Governments. The 
second edition of the Bilateral 
Maritime Exercise between the 
two navies would further 
strengthen the robust defence 
co-operation between the two 
countries.

Representatives from Qatari Amiri Navy welcoming Indian Navy officials.

Ooredoo sets out bright 
future for Internet of Things
THE PENINSULA – dohA

Ooredoo, Qatar’s leading 
communications company, has 
evaluated the state of the 
Internet of Things (IoT) market-
place amid the challenges 
facing enterprises today. 

A newly published report 
pinpoints the importance of 
both devices and operational 
support to this sector’s con-
tinued success. While a vast 
number of enterprises today 
deploy the IoT, guidance is 
often needed when considering 
solutions. Ooredoo seeks to 
clarify the benefits of managed 
services when IoT is becoming 
regarded as a basic digital 
transformation requirement, 
increasing internal operational 
efficiency. A key prediction in 
the Ooredoo whitepaper, 
Device and Operational 
Support: The Overlooked Com-
ponents for Successful IoT 
Deployment, is that it will play 
a crucial role in enhancing 
products, solutions and cus-
tomer engagement while pio-
neering the creation of top-line 
revenue streams such as digital 
services. 

However, since the birth of 
this technology, many com-
panies have developed their 
systems on an ad-hoc basis 
(what the whitepaper calls ‘DIY 
IoT’). In response to the 
potential drawbacks of this 
approach, Ooredoo encourages 
a shift to a managed end-to-
end IoT service. Under a 

Managed IoT regime, the twin 
roles of devices and operational 
support to ensure positive 
business outcomes are crucial. 
Ooredoo’s secure and reliable 
networks and experience in 
provisioning single parts and 
assembling holistic systems 
alike, allow for the meeting of 
business needs through an IoT 
portfolio including IoT Connect, 
as well as vertical-specific 
solutions such as Asset Man-
agement, Waste Management, 
Industrial Metering and Fleet 
Management. Thani Al Malki, 
Executive Director Business at 
Ooredoo, said: “Many enter-
prises today are seeing limited 
business outcomes and lower 
return on investment from their 
IoT deployments. Since every 
component in a Managed IoT 
service – modules, network, 
platform, cloud, security and 
professional services – matters 
equally for success, Ooredoo’s 
expertise makes us the ideal 
partner for your entry to the 
Internet of Things.”

Ooredoo has invited all 
businesses currently deploying 
or considering deploying the 
IoT to read the new whitepaper 
and act on its conclusions.

Business customers can 
leverage the Ooredoo 
Advantage, making Ooredoo 
‘Best for Business’, thanks to its 
breadth and depth of talent, 
best fixed and mobile networks, 
broadest portfolio of ICT 
services and solutions, and 
trusted partner for 60 years.

Bayanat Engineering Qatar for exciting 
meteorological & environmental solutions
THE PENINSULA – dohA

Meteorology is the science 
dealing with the atmosphere 
and its phenomena, including 
both weather and climate. 
Where did the practice of mete-
orology come from? 

Though it’s hard to pinpoint 
exactly where the origins of 
meteorology lie in history, 
many attributes its beginnings 
to Aristotle, who wrote about 
metrology way back in 350BC. 

Bayanat Engineering Qatar 
is reliable meteorology solu-
tions provider in Qatar with 
spanning a range of systems 
and tools.  Meteorology is a key 
component within many 
sectors. 

The main sectors that incor-
porate meteorology into their 
daily workings include aviation, 
marine, oil and gas, and mil-
itary. Countries use meteor-
ology in order to predict the 
climate change and other phe-
nomena like earthquakes, 

flooding and other – this can 
help prepare and prevent the 
consequence and minimize risk 
for its citizens. 

Bayanat Engineering is 
proud to have built some of the 
world’s leading weather fore-
casting systems for Qatar’s 
meteorology department and 
other government entities in 
Qatar.

There is various interesting 
technology in meteorology, 
here are some of them: 

Cloud seeding: If you want 
to make it rain – cloud seeding 
is an answer. Cloud seeding 
involves modifying a cloud’s 
structure to increase the chance 
of precipitation. Cloud seeding 
is one of the most advanced and 
helpful tools in meteorology. 

Rain gauges: A rain gauge is 
a solution used by meteorolo-
gists and hydrologists to gather 
and measure the amount of 
liquid precipitation over an area 
in a predefined area, period of 
time. It is used for determining 

the depth of precipitation 
(usually in mm ) that occurs 
over a unit area and thus meas-
uring rainfall amount.

Automated Weather 
Observing System (AWOS): An 
AWOS is a configurable weather 
system, designed specifically for 
airports. 

It delivers real-time infor-
mation about weather condi-
tions continuously, to ensure 
pilots can take off in safe 
weather conditions. AWOS 

units most commonly report the 
latest weather updates in 
20-minute intervals. This is 
ideal for airports that need 
regular and reliable weather 
reports to ensure optimal flying 
conditions for every flight. 

Meteorological sensors: 
Meteorological sensors are most 
typically deployed on buoys, 
though they are also commonly 
set up on towers and across 
runways. Like AWOSs, meteor-
ological sensors accurately 
measure a variety of weather 
conditions and other aviation 
affecting factors. An essential 
element of meteorology is 
understanding how climate 
conditions can change quickly. 
Meteorological sensors are 
usually placed near a body of 
water and help to measure 
changes in weather and 
climate.  There are other solu-
tions and technologies in 
meteorology that are used in 
various sectors: MET Fore-
casting/Visualisation Systems, 
Runway Visual Range (RVR), 
Weather RADARs, LIDARs 
(Windshear/Wake Vortex 
Measurement), Thermo 
Dynamic Profiler/RadioM-
eters, Lightning detection 
systems, Radiosonde/weather 
telemetry systems and 
Weather Decision Support 
System. Hassan Ezzeddine, 
General Manager Bayanat 
Engineering Qatar (pictured), 
said: “Every day, our team at 
Bayanat Engineering Qatar is 
dedicated to help our cus-
tomers to undertake meteor-
ological challenges with sim-
plicity. Our priority is to 
apprehend operational and 
efficient tools for them. To 
achieve this goal, we have 
dedicated staff with expe-
rience and set of skills to serve 
our customers’ needs."

“Being major player in 
Qatar market, we have strong 
partnership with interna-
tionally accredited organiza-
tions that have valued our 
support in implementing their 
technologies in the region," he 
said.

532 building permits issued in July
QNA – dohA

Data from the Planning and 
Statistics Authority showed 
that building permits issued by 
municipalities in the State of 
Qatar during the month of July 
reached 532, a decrease of 28 
percent from the previous 
month of June, which recorded 
734 permits.

Data showed a decrease in 
the number of licenses in most 
municipalities, with the largest 
decrease recorded in Al 
Shamal municipality, which 
recorded a decline of about 54 
percent, then Al Da’ayen 42 
percent, Al-Wakrah 39, Al-
Rayyan 37 percent, Umm Salal 
24 percent, Al Khor 23 percent, 
while Al Doha municipality 
recorded an increase of 14 
percent and Al Sheehaniya 
municipality did not witness 
any significant change last 
July.  

According to geographical 
distribution, the municipality 
of Al Doha comes at the top of 
the municipalities where the 
number of building permits 
issued were 145 permits, i.e. 27 
percent of the total issued 

permits, while municipality of 
Al Rayyan came in second 
place with 138 permits, i.e. 26 
percent, followed by Al 
Da’ayen municipality of with 
88 permits, i.e.17 percent, then 
municipality of Al Wakrah 
with 80 permits, i.e.15 percent. 
The rest of the municipalities 
were as follows: Umm Salal 35 
permits (7 percent), Al Khor 24 
permits (5 percent), Al Shee-
haniya 16 permits (3 percent), 
and finally Al Shamal 6 permits 
(1 percent).

In terms of type of permits 
issued, data indicates that the 
new building permits (resi-
dential and non-residential) 
constitutes 45 percent (238 
permits) of the total building 
permits issued during the 
month of July 2021, while the 
percentage of additions 
permits constituted 52 percent 
(274 permits), and finally 
fencing permits with 4 percent 
(20 permits).

As for new residential 
buildings permits data, villas 
top the list, accounting for 73 
percent (154 permits) of all 
new residential buildings 
permits.



AP — ALGIERS

Algeria’s president announced 
yesterday night that 25 soldiers were 
killed saving residents from the wild-
fires ravaging forests and villages east 
of the capital.

The president of the sprawling 
North African nation tweeted that the 
soldiers saved 100 citizens from the 
blazes in two areas in the mountainous 
Kabyle region, home of the Berbers.

Four other soldiers were seriously 
burned and seven others also had 
burns, the Defence Ministry said.

The nation’s interior minister 
blamed “criminal hands” for some of 
the blazes.

Multiple fires were burning through 
forests and devouring the olive trees, 
cattle and chickens that provide the 
livelihoods of families in the moun-
tainous Kabyle region. Interior Min-
ister Kamel Beldjoud travelled to 

Kabyle, home of the Berbers, to assess 
the situation.

“Thirty fires at the same time in the 
same region can’t be by chance,” 
Beldjoud said on national television, 
although no arrests were announced.

Other northern areas of Algeria also 
had active wildfires. The Civil Pro-
tection authority said on Algerian radio 
that seven people had died, six in 
Kabyle and a man in his 80s trying to 
save his animals in the Setif region to 
the east. It counted 41 blazes in 18 
wilayas, or regions, as of Monday night, 
with 21 of them burning around the 
Kabyle capital of Tizi Ouzou.

A 92-year-old woman living in the 
Kabyle mountain village of Ait Saada 
said the scene Monday night looked 
like “the end of the world.”

“We were afraid,” Fatima Aoudia 
said. “The entire hill was transformed 
into a giant blaze.”

Like older adults quoted by 

Algerian media, Aoudia compared 
the scene to bombings by French 
troops during Algeria’s brutal inde-
pendence war, which ended in 1962.

“These burned down forests. It’s 
a part of me that is gone,” Aoudia 
said. “It’s a drama for humanity, for 
nature. It’s a disaster.”

Despite the damage, the mul-
tiple blazes in this North African 
country were limited in scope com-
pared to the blazes ravaging Greece.

Climate scientists say there is 
little doubt climate change from the 
burning of coal, oil and natural gas 
is driving extreme events, such as 
heat waves, droughts, wildfires, 
floods and storms. 
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A civil protection vehicle is pictured during a forest fire in the mountainous Tizi Ouzou 
province, east of Algiers, Algeria, yesterday. 

Few changes as Syria’s 
Assad names new govt
AP — BEIRut 

Syrian President Bashar Assad 
appointed a new government 
yesterday, leaving most key 
posts unchanged in the 
war-torn country, state media 
reported. 

The development comes 
nearly three months after 
Assad’s re-election for another 
seven-year term.

The vote was described as 
illegitimate and a sham by the 
West and Syria’s opposition.

According to the state SANA 
news agency, the new appoint-
ments include the ministers of 
information, internal trade and 
consumer protection. 

The ministries of defence, 
interior and foreign affairs 
remain unchanged, with the 
incumbents keeping the 
posts.

The new Cabinet takes 
office as Syria struggles with a 
severe economic crisis, made 
worse by a meltdown in neigh-
bouring Lebanon. 

More than 80% of Syrians 
now live below the poverty 
line. 

The 29-member gov-
ernment, which includes three 
women, is the sixth to be 
formed since the outbreak of 
the war in Syria in 2011.

The fighting, which has 
killed half a million people, has 
subsided at this point, leaving 
Assad’s forces in control of 
large parts of Syria, mainly 
thanks to his main backers, 
Russia and Iran.

At the start of the month, 
Assad reappointed Prime Min-
ister Hussein Arnous to the 
post.

Syria’s presidential elec-
tions in May extended Assad’s 
two-decade presidency. He 
was sworn in in July.

Separately, SANA reported 
that a fire that broke out yes-
terday aboard a ship in the 
western port city of Latakia 
injured two people. 

The report said the blaze 
was quickly extinguished.

Saudi FM, Blinken 
discuss relations
RIYADH: Saudi Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Prince Faisal 
bin Farhan bin Abdullah 
discussed with US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken the 
bilateral relations and ways of 
promoting them in all areas, 
during a telephone conver-
sation on Monday.

The two sides also dis-
cussed the latest developments 
in the region. — QNA

Saudi Arabia logs 
12 virus deaths
RIYADH: The Saudi Ministry 
of Health announced 
yesterday 864 new confirmed 
cases of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) in the last 24 
hours, bringing the total 
number of infections in the 
Kingdom to 535,176.

The Ministry also reported 
12 new deaths, putting the tally 
of fatalities at 8,357. Meanwhile, 
as many as 451 cases have 
recovered, raising total recov-
eries to 515,990, the Ministry said 
in a statement. — QNA

Kuwait reports 3 
COVID-19 deaths
KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait’s 
Ministry of Health said 
yesterday that 519 people were 
infected with the novel coro-
navirus (COVID-19) over the 
past 24 hours, bringing the 
total infected cases to 403,868.
 A total of 834 people 
recovered from the disease in 
the same period, pushing the 
total recoveries up to 393,184.

 The death toll from the 
virus climbed to 2372 after 
registering 3 mortalities in the 
corresponding period, the 
Ministry added. — QNA

Guinea confirms first Marburg 
fever case after beating Ebola
BlOOmBerg — ConAkRy

Guinea has reported its first-
ever case of Marburg hemor-
rhagic fever, a close cousin to 
the Ebola virus, according to its 
government and the World 
Health Organization.

Testing came back positive 
for the rare disease after 
samples were sent to neigh-
bouring Senegal’s Institut 
Pasteur last week, Sory Keira, 
a spokesman for Guinea’s 
National Health Security 
Agency, said. The samples were 

taken from the suspected case 
on August 5 in the southern dis-
trict of Gueckedou.

The now-deceased patient 
had 155 contacts which are 
being monitored daily, 
according to authorities.

This is the first time the 
disease has been recorded in 
West Africa. An emergency 
response, which includes cross-
border surveillance, is being 
rolled out, the WHO said.

The West African nation 
was only just declared free in 
June of an Ebola outbreak. 

military vehicles are seen near the court where former South Africa President Jacob Zuma was to 
appear in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, yesterday. 

South Africa court postpones Zuma 
corruption trial to next month
reuTerS — CAPE toWn
 
A South African court yesterday  
again postponed a long-delayed 
corruption trial against jailed 
former president Jacob Zuma 
to September 9 following his 
hospitalisation last week for an 
undisclosed medical condition.

Zuma, whose jailing last 
month for 15 months on a sep-
arate contempt of court matter 
led to a wave of looting and 
unrest, was expected to appear 
in court in a $2bn arms deal 
corruption case that led to his 
sacking as South Africa’s deputy 
president in 2005.

He was moved to a hospital 
on Friday for medical obser-
vation. Prison officials did not 
provide details on his 
condition.

High Court Judge Piet Koen 
granted the postponement but 
ordered Zuma’s team to 
produce a medical report by 
August 20. He also ordered the 
state to appoint a medical 
doctor of its choice to assess 
whether Zuma was fit to stand 
trial and give evidence.

“We are at the moment 
completely in the dark as to the 
justification for the post-
ponement, more particularly 

Mr Zuma’s condition,” said Wim 
Trengove, representing the 
National Prosecuting Authority, 
during a virtual hearing.

Trengove said that, 
according to a letter from 
Zuma’s doctor, the former pres-
ident suffered from a condition 
requiring extensive emergency 
procedures that had been 
delayed for 18 months.

“We find it very hard to 
understand how that suddenly 
transforms into an inability to 
stand trial,” he said. Zuma’s 
lawyer Dali Mpofu said his cli-
ent’s medical condition was a 
matter of confidentiality.

Ethiopia urges citizens to join 
armed forces as conflict spreads
reuTerS — nAIRoBI

Ethiopia’s  government 
yesterday urged citizens to 
join the fight against resurgent 
Tigrayan forces now pushing 
beyond their own region in a 
nine-month-old war that has 
sparked a major refugee crisis.

The call to arms came in a 
statement from the office of 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed: 
“Now is the right time for all 
capable Ethiopians who are of 
age to join the Defence Forces, 
Special Forces and militias to 
show your patriotism.” 

The statement came six 
weeks after the government 
declared a unilateral ceasefire 
in the northern region of 
Tigray on the day Tigrayan 
forces retook the regional 
capital Mekelle, in a sharp 
reversal after eight months of 
conflict.

War broke out in 
November between federal 
troops and forces from the 
Tigray People’s Liberation 

Front, which ruled Ethiopia 
for three decades and now 
controls Tigray. Fighting has 
forced more than two million 
people from their homes, and 
more than 50,000 people 
have fled into neighbouring 
Sudan.

The Ethiopian government 
declared a unilateral ceasefire 
in June in an effort to enable 
farmers to plant, Tuesday’s 
statement reiterated. That 
declaration came after Tig-
rayan forces recaptured the 
regional capital of Mekele.

Tigrayan forces have dis-
missed the ceasefire, saying 
the government should agree 
to its conditions for a truce. 
Spokespeople for the Tigrayan 
forces and for Abiy did not 
immediately respond to 
requests for comment.

After retaking control of 
most of Tigray in late June and 
early July, Tigrayan forces 
have pushed into the adjoining 
Afar and Amhara regions, cap-
turing the United Nations 

World Heritage site of Lalibela 
last week.

This new fighting has dis-
placed more than 250,000 
people in Afar and Amhara, 
the UN aid chief said last 
week.

In an attack in the Afar 
region on Thursday, 12 people 
who had been forced from 
their homes by violence were 
killed, said Mohammed Yesuf, 
head of the Dubti Hospital.

An additional 46 people 
were treated for injuries at the 
hospital, he told Reuters by 
phone. It appeared they had 
been injured in an explosion, 
he said, citing burns on some 
of the injured.

Those who were killed and 
injured had been sheltering at 
a school and health clinic, he 
said.

It was not possible to 
verify the claims. The Afar 
region’s government said on 
Friday that Tigrayan forces 
were responsible for the 
attack in the Galikoma area. 

The nation’s interior minister 
blamed “criminal hands” for 

some of the blazes.

25 soldiers die fighting wildfires in northern Algeria
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‘Taliban now 
control 65% of 
Afghanistan’
ReuteRs — KABuL

Taliban insurgents tightened their 
grip on captured Afghan territory 
yesterday as civilians hid in their 
homes, with an EU official saying 
the militants now controlled 65% 
of the country after a string of 
sudden gains as foreign forces 
pull out.

President Ashraf Ghani called 
on regional strongmen to support 
his government, while a UN 
official said advances made in 
human rights in the 20 years 
since Taliban were ousted from 
power were in danger of being 
erased.

In the capital Kabul, Ghani’s 
aides said he was seeking help 
from regional militias he has 
squabbled with over the years to 
rally to the defence of his gov-
ernment. He had also appealed 
to civilians to defend Afghani-
stan’s “democratic fabric”.

In the town of Aibak, capital 
of Samangan province on the 
main road between the northern 
town of Mazar-i-Sharif and 
Kabul, Taliban fighters were con-
solidating their control, moving 
into government buildings, res-
idents said. Most government 
security forces appeared to have 
withdrawn.

“The only way is self-
imposed house arrest or to find 
a way to leave for Kabul,” said 
Sher Mohamed Abbas, a pro-
vincial tax officer, when asked 
about living conditions in Aibak.

“But then even Kabul is not a 
safe option anymore,” said Abbas, 
the sole bread winner for a family 
of nine. Abbas said the Taliban 

had arrived at his office and told 
workers to go home. He and 
other residents said they had 
neither seen nor heard fighting 
yesterday.

For years, the north was the 
most peaceful part of the country 
with an only minimal Taliban 
presence.

The militants’ strategy 
appears to be to take the north, 
as well as the main border 
crossings in the north, west and 
south, and then close in on Kabul.

The Taliban, battling to defeat 
the US-backed government and 
reimpose strict Islamic law, 
swept into Aibak on Monday 
meeting little resistance.

Taliban forces now control 
65% of Afghan territory, are 
threatening to take 11 provincial 
capitals and are trying to deprive 
Kabul of its traditional support 
from national forces in the north, 
a senior EU official said 
yesterday.

The government has with-
drawn forces from hard-to-
defend rural districts to focus on 
holding major population 
centres, while officials have 
appealed for pressure on neigh-
bouring Pakistan to stop Taliban 
reinforcements and supplies 
flowing over the porous border. 
Pakistan denies backing the 
Taliban.

The United States has been 
carrying out air strikes in support 
of government troops but said it 
was up to Afghan forces to defend 
their country. “It’s their struggle,” 
John Kirby, a Pentagon spokes-
person, told reporters on 
Monday.

Taliban and government offi-
cials have confirmed that the 
Islamists have overrun six pro-
vincial capitals in recent days in 
the north, west and south.

Security forces in Pul-e-
Khumri, capital of Baghlan 
province, to the southeast of 
Aibak, were surrounded as the 
Taliban closed in on the town at 
a main junction on the road to 
Kabul, a security official said.

Gulam Bahauddin Jailani, 
head of the national disaster 
authority, said there was fighting 
in 25 of the 34 provinces and 

60,000 families had been dis-
placed over the past two months, 
with most seeking refuge in 
Kabul. About 400,000 Afghans 
have been displaced in recent 
months and there has been an 
increase in numbers of people 
fleeing to Iran over the past 10 
days, the EU official said.

A resident of Farah, the 
capital and largest city of Farah 
province in the west near the 
border with Iran, said the Taliban 
had taken control of the gover-
nor’s compound and there was 
heavy fighting between the 
Taliban and government forces.

Civilians said the Taliban had 
captured all key government 
buildings in the city. UN human 
rights chief Michelle Bachelet said 
reports of violations that could 
amount to war crimes and crimes 
against humanity were emerging, 
including “deeply disturbing 
reports” of the summary exe-
cution of surrendering gov-
ernment troops.

“People rightly fear that a 
seizure of power by the Taliban 

will erase the human rights gains 
of the past two decades,” she said.

The Taliban, ousted in the 
weeks after the Sept. 11, 2001 
attacks on the United States, 
appeared to be in a position to 
advance from different directions 
on Mazar-i-Sharif. Its fall would 
deal a devastating blow to 
Ghani’s government. Atta 
Mohammad Noor, a northern 
militia commander, vowed to 
fight to the end, saying there 
would be “resistance until the last 
drop of my blood”.

“I prefer dying in dignity than 
dying in despair,” he said on 
Twitter. The United States will 
complete the withdrawal of its 
forces at the end of this month 
under a deal with the Taliban, 
which included the withdrawal 
of foreign forces in exchange for 
Taliban promises to prevent 
Afghanistan being used for inter-
national terrorism. The Taliban 
promised not to attack foreign 
forces as they withdraw but did 
not agree to a ceasefire with the 
government.

Displaced families from northern provinces, who fled from their homes due to the fighting between 
taliban and Afghan security forces, take shelter in a park in Kabul, Afghanistan, yesterday.

US gives Myanmar 
over $50m in aid
WASHINGTON: The United 
States said yesterday it was 
giving Myanmar more than 
$50m in aid as surging 
COVID-19 infections worsened 
a humanitarian crisis in the 
Southeast Asian country already 
reeling after generals overthrew 
a democratically elected 
government earlier this year.

The US funding will aid 
“those forced to flee violence 
and persecution” as well as help 
groups provide health care 
services in addition to essen-
tials such as food, shelter and 
water, the State Department 
said. -Reuters

North Korea vows stronger attack capabilities over allied drills
AP — sEOuL

The powerful sister of North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
ripped South Korea for 
proceeding with military exer-
cises with the United States that 
she said are an invasion 
rehearsal and warned yesterday 
that the North will work faster 
to strengthen its preemptive 
strike capabilities.

Kim Yo Jong’s statement 
came after South Korean media 
reported that the allied militaries 

will begin four days of prelim-
inary training yesterday before 
holding computer-simulated 
drills on August 16-26.

Kim said she was given 
authority to release the 
statement, implying the message 
came directly from her brother.

Hours after her comments 
were published on state media, 
South Korea’s defence and uni-
fication ministries said North 
Korean officials hadn’t 
responded to  their 

calls yesterday afternoon over 
inter-Korean hotlines, which 
had been disconnected for a year 
before North Korea agreed to 
reopen them in late July. The 
Koreas then described the move 
as a conciliatory gesture.

South Korean officials said 
they were closely monitoring the 
development, but that it wasn’t 
immediately clear whether 
North Korea had cut the com-
munication channels again. Kim 
Yo Jong described South Korea’s 

decision to hold joint exercises 
despite earlier warnings by the 
North as “perfidious behavior” 
that will push the allies into 
facing a “more serious security 
threat.” 

She said continuing the drills 
exposed the hypocrisy of the 
Biden administration’s offers to 
resume dialogue over North 
Korea’s nuclear weapons 
program. 

She said a stable peace won’t 
be achieved on the Korean 

Peninsula unless the United 
States withdraws its troops and 
weapons from the South.

Kim said North Korea will 
“put more spur to further 
increasing the deterrent of 
absolute capacity to cope with 
the ever-growing military 
threats from the US,” including 
its capabilities for national 
defence and “powerful” 
preemptive strikes for “rapidly 
countering any military actions 
against us.” 

Bangladesh starts vaccinating 
Rohingya amid virus surge
AP — DHAKA

Bangladesh’s government and 
aid agencies started vaccinating 
Rohingya refugees yesterday as 
a virus surge raises health risks 
in the sprawling, cramped 
camps where more than 1 
million people who fled 
Myanmar are sheltering.

The highly transmissible 
Delta variant is driving an 
infection surge across Bang-
ladesh, with around 20,000 
infections and 200 deaths 
recorded so far in Cox’s Bazar 
district, the southern region 
bordering Myanmar where the 
refugee camps are located.

The International Feder-
ation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies said a 

national positivity rate of 
around 30% indicates the 
spread of COVID-19 is much 
higher, especially with cramped 
conditions and the risks faced 
by many people living in the 
refugee camps.

The government’s Civil Sur-
geon’s office in Cox’s Bazar and 
aid agencies began the vacci-
nation campaign across 34 
camps alongside Bangladesh’s 
national vaccination effort.

About 500 Bangladesh Red 
Crescent staff and volunteers 
joined the health workers for 
the campaign in collaboration 
with the U.N. refugee agency, 
according to a statement from 
the international body.

Rohingya community 
leaders, front-line health care 

volunteers in the camps, and 
Rohingya older than 55 are in 
the first group to be vaccinated. 
Over 65,000 of the nearly 
900,000 refugees will be vac-
cinated in the first cohort, the 
UN High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees said in an email to The 
Associated Press.

“COVID-19 has spread all 
over the world. We came here 
to get vaccinated for our pro-
tection so that it does not harm 
us,” Nurul Islam, 65, said in a 
camp at Ukhiya in Cox’s Bazar, 
as he waited for shots alongside 
hundreds of other refugees.

Bangladesh has reported 
more than 1.3 million infections, 
including 22,897 deaths from 
COVID-19 since the pandemic 
began.

Migrants and workers are seen on a ferry as they return to their workplace in the capital city after 
easing of lockdown restrictions, at Mawa ferry terminal, Munshiganj, Bangladesh, yesterday.

Sydney police to step up COVID-19 
rule enforcement after record cases
SYDNEY:  Australian authorities yesterday vowed to crank up 
policing of anti-COVID lockdown rules in Sydney, but dismissed 
suggestions that tougher measures, including a curfew, were 
needed after the city reported its biggest single-day new case 
number yet.

With more than five million residents of Australia’s biggest 
city now in lockdown for more than six weeks, Sydney reported 
343 new infections in an outbreak stoked by the spread of the 
highly transmissible Delta strain of COVID-19, up 66 from the day 
before and topping the last one-day peak set on Saturday.

Authorities in New South Wales state, home to Sydney, also 
announced three deaths from the virus, all of them unvaccinated. 
A total of 357 cases are in hospitals, with 60 in intensive care, 28 
of whom require ventilation. -Reuters 

Thai police clash with protesters 
as thousands hold anti-govt rally
BANGKOK: Police in Thailand fired tear gas, water cannon and 
rubber bullets to disperse protesters who took to the streets of 
Bangkok yesterday amid anger over the handling of the corona-
virus pandemic by Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha’s 
government.

At least six police officers were injured during the clashes, 
with one officer shot in the leg and three others hit by shrapnel 
from a homemade bomb, police said.

The number of injured protesters was not known. At least six 
protesters were arrested, the police said after earlier warning that 
all public gatherings were illegal under COVID-19 emergency 
rules. Two police booths were also set on fire as sporadic violence 
continued into the night. -Reuters

HK leader in favour of anti-sanctions 
law through local legislation
HONG KONG: Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam said yesterday she 
supports the implementation of a mainland Chinese law in the 
former British colony to respond to foreign sanctions, the strongest 
signal yet that the city is set to adopt the legislation.

Lam, speaking at her weekly news conference, said she would 
prefer the law be introduced through Hong Kong legislation rather 
than Beijing legislation, by adding it to an annex of Hong Kong’s 
mini-constitution, known as the Basic Law.

“(Hong Kong) will do its utmost to fulfil its constitutional respon-
sibility, including safeguarding the country’s autonomy, safety and 
interest for its development,” Lam said. “We support this nationwide 
law — the anti-sanctions law — to be listed in Annex 3,” she said, 
referring to an annex of the Basic law. -Reuters 

China recalls 
Lithuania envoy
BEIJING: China yesterday 
recalled its ambassador to 
Lithuania and expelled the 
Baltic nation’s top represent-
ative to Beijing over the coun-
try’s decision to allow self-
governing Taiwan to open an 
office in Lithuania under its 
own name.

Taiwan, meanwhile, pro-
tested yesterday to the admin-
istration of the Venice Film 
Festival after its entries were 
credited as coming from 
“Chinese Taipei,” under what 
it said was pressure from 
China. The term is often used 
in other countries in order not 
to offend Beijing. -AP 

Singapore hits 70% 
full vaccination

SINGAPORE: Singapore said 
70% of its population has been 
fully vaccinated, and 79% have 
received at least one dose, 
giving the city-state one of the 
best vaccination rates in the 
world as it starts to ease social 
distancing restrictions and 
restart parts of the economy.

In an effort to vaccinate 
the rest, the island trade hub 
said citizens and long-term 
residents will no longer need 
to make an appointment to 
get the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine, and can instead walk 
in to any of the more than two 
dozen clinics offering it to get 
a jab. -Bloomberg

China court 
upholds 
Canadian’s 
death sentence
ReuteRs — BEIJINg/OttAWA

A Chinese court upheld 
yesterday a Canadian man’s 
death sentence for drug smug-
gling, a day before another court 
is due to rule on the case of 
another Canadian accused of 
spying.

The court proceedings for 
the two Canadians come as 
lawyers in Canada representing 
the detained chief financial 
officer of Chinese telecoms giant 
Huawei make a final push to 
convince a court there not to 
extradite her to the United States, 
where she faces charges linked 
to violating sanctions.

Robert Schellenberg was 
arrested in China in 2014 for sus-
pected drug smuggling, con-
victed in 2018 and jailed for 15 
years. He appealed but a court 
in the city of Dalian then sen-
tenced him to death in January 
2019 — a month after Huawei 
executive Meng Wanzhou was 
arrested at Vancouver Interna-
tional Airport on a warrant from 
the United States.

The High Court in the north-
eastern Chinese province of 
Liaoning heard Schellenberg’s 
appeal against the death sen-
tence in May last year and con-
firmed the verdict yesterday.

Speaking to reporters by tel-
ephone after attending the 
hearing, Canada’s ambassador 
to China, Dominic Barton, con-
demned the decision and called 
for China to grant clemency.

“It is not a coincidence that 
these are happening right now, 
while the case is going on in Van-
couver,” Barton said, referring 
to Schellenberg’s case and that 
of another Canadian, Michael 
Spavor.

About 400,000 
Afghans have been 
displaced in recent 
months and there has 
been an increase in 
numbers of people 
fleeing to Iran over 
the past 10 days, the 
EU official said.
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Six EU countries want 
migrants forced  
back to Afghanistan
AP — BRussELs

Six European Union member 
countries insist that the forced 
deportation of migrants back 
to Afghanistan, where Taliban 
insurgents have made sweeping 
gains in recent weeks, must 
continue despite the 
government in Kabul 
suspending such “non-
voluntary returns” for three 
months.

In a letter dated August 5, 
the interior ministers of Austria, 
Belgium, Denmark, Germany, 
Greece and the Netherlands 
urged the EU’s executive branch 
to “intensify talks” with the 
Afghan government to ensure 
that the deportations of ref-
ugees would continue.

“We would like to highlight 
the urgent need to perform 
returns, both voluntary and 
non-voluntary, to Afghanistan,” 
the ministers wrote to the 
European Commission. 
“Stopping returns sends the 
wrong signal and is likely to 
motivate even more Afghan cit-
izens to leave their home for the 
EU.”

The commission confirmed 
yesterday that it had received 
the letter and would reply when 
ready. Asked whether Afghan-
istan is a safe place to forcibly 
send people, spokesman 
Adalbert Jahnz said: “It is up to 
each (EU) member state to 
make an individual assessment 
of whether a return is 
possible.”

Emboldened by the Biden 

administration’s decision to pull 
American troops out of Afghan-
istan and end Nato’s troop 
training mission in Afghanistan, 
Taliban insurgents have cap-
tured five out of the country’s 
34 provincial capitals in less 
than a week.

Afghan security forces, 
which have been backed, 
trained and financed with bil-
lions of dollars in a 20-year-
long Western military effort 
that included many EU coun-
tries, appear unable to cope 
with the offensive.

But despite the success of 
the insurgent blitz and few signs 
that the long-stalled peace talks 
between the Taliban and the 
Kabul government will resume 
soon, Europe is not facing any 
imminent threat of a major 
influx of Afghan migrants, a 
senior EU official said.

“We’re nowhere near a 

migratory crisis,” the official 
said, under customary con-
dition of anonymity. But he 
acknowledged “a humanitarian 
drama” was unfolding as the 
fighting forces people from 
their homes and that up to half 
a million Afghan people could 
f lee to neighbouring 
countries.

“Given the context, it is hard 
to imagine that we would 
conduct forced return opera-
tions for the moment,” the 
official said. He said that around 
1,200 Afghans have been 
deported from EU nations this 
year, and that most went will-
ingly while 200 were forced to 
go.

The head of the Interna-
tional Organization for 
Migration, Antonio Vitorino, 
said in a statement yesterday 
that he was “extremely con-
cerned by the deteriorating sit-
uation in Afghanistan - partic-
ularly the impact on mobile and 
displaced populations, 
including returnees.”

“The last few days have 
seen a deadly escalation of 
fighting in Helmand, Kandahar, 
Herat, Kunduz and Nimroz 
provinces, adding untold suf-
fering in a country where over 
5 million people are already 
displaced internally,” Vitorino 
said.

He warned that Afghanistan 
is “in the throes of a third wave 
of COVID-19 and a severe 
drought,” leaving almost half 
the population in need of emer-
gency aid.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Bavarian State Premier Markus Soeder and Berlin Mayor Michael 
Mueller arrive to a news conference following talks with state leaders to discuss anti-coronavirus 
measures at the Chancellery in Berlin, Germany, yesterday.

Germany to end free virus tests in Oct
AP — BERLIN

Germany is ending free coro-
navirus tests for its citizens 
from October, in part to 
encourage people to get vacci-
nated, government officials said 
yesterday.

Chancellor Angela Merkel 
said the country had sufficient 
vaccines for its population — 
more than half is already fully 
immunized — and that studies 
showed they are effective in 
preventing severe cases of 
COVID-19, including ones 
caused by highly contagious 
virus variants.

“The not-so-good news is 
that the speed of vaccination 
has declined significantly,” 
Merkel said after a meeting yes-
terday with the country’s 16 
state governors.

While federal and state offi-
cials agreed that people who 

are fully vaccinated, have 
recovered from COVID-19 or 
have recently tested negative 
should continue to be treated 
equally in most situations, they 
also decided that German cit-
izens will have to start paying 
for their own tests starting 
October 11.

Some German politicians 
had criticised the proposal, 
arguing that it amounts to a tax 
on the poor. Others claimed 
that ending free testing is a way 
of punishing individuals who 
refuse to get vaccinated.

After a sluggish start and only 
really gaining from March 
onward, Germany’s vaccination 
campaign has lost speed in recent 
weeks. Officials worry the 
country may not reach the target 
set by the federal disease control 
agency of immunising at least 
85% of people between ages 12 
and 59 and 90% of those over 60.

In response to the drop in 
demand, officials have begun 
pushing for more vaccinations 
at megastores and in city 
centers, or offering incentives 
to get people to show up to get 
shots.

Bavaria’s state governor, 
Markus Soeder, said it would 
not be fair to those who are 
vaccinated if they have to keep 
paying for others’ free tests.

Soeder added that in his 
opinion, vaccinated individuals 
should not be subject to another 
lockdown if the infection rate 
rises in the fall.

While Germany has a rela-
tively low number of confirmed 
virus cases compared to other 
European countries, cases are 
rising again. Authorities fear 
unvaccinated Germans, espe-
cially young people, may con-
tract and spread the virus in the 
coming weeks and months.

New Bulgaria 
polls loom after 
ITN party gives up 
on forming govt
ReuteRS — sOFIA

Bulgaria’s largest political 
grouping gave up efforts to 
lead a minority government 
yesterday following a razor-
thin victory in last month’s 
parliamentary election, 
increasing the prospect of new 
polls later this year.

 The anti-establishment 
There Is Such a People (ITN) 
party narrowly won the 
second 2021 election on July 
11, bolstered by public anger 
against widespread corruption 
after over a decade of domi-
nance by former centre-right 
premier Boyko Borissov.

But with just 65 seats it 
needed the support of other 
smaller parties in the frac-
tured chamber of 240 law-
makers, having declined 
cooperation with Borissov’s 
GERB or the ethnic Turkish 
MRF party.

Yet it failed win the 
backing of its potential allies, 
two small anti-graft parties, 
after refusing to sign a political 
agreement with them and pro-
posing ministers which they 
saw as unfit to battle high-
level corruption.

 In a statement streamed 
live on Facebook, ITN leader 
Slavi Trifonov said he would 
not put his proposed minority 
government to a vote in par-
liament as previously expected 
and accused the two protest 
parties of betrayal.

Poles to protest bill that would silence US-owned TV network
AP — WARsAW

Nationwide demonstrations 
were planned across Poland 
against a bill widely viewed as 
a effort by the country’s nation-
alist ruling party to silence an 
independent, US-owned tele-
vision broadcaster critical of the 
government.

At stake in the bill’s passage 
is Poland’s reputation for media 
freedom and as a place for 
foreign companies to do 
business. The proposal is 
already straining relations the 
United States, a key ally.

Technically, the bill would 
prevent non-European owners 
from having controlling stakes 
in Polish media companies.

In practice, it would push 
the US company Discovery Inc 
to sell its controlling stake in the 
broadcaster TVN, which 
operates many channels - most 
notably TVN24, an all-news 
station. TVN also has a flagship 
evening news program that is 
watched by millions daily.

The ruling party, Law and 
Justice, has long sought to 
nationalize the media, citing 
national security, and says the 

law would bring Poland into 
line with other European coun-
tries, including France and 
Germany, which limit foreign 
ownership in the media sector. 
It cites the risk of media being 
controlled by hostile powers 
like Russia and China.

Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki said yesterday the 
law isn’t directed against 
anyone but seeks to protect 
Polish society. He alleged, for 
example, that foreign entities 
are trying to influence Poland’s 
public debate on COVID-19 
vaccinations.

“It is through the media that 
other countries influence our 
social life,” he said at a news 
conference.

The bill was introduced last 
month. Whether it will pass 
remains unclear because a 
junior partner in the right-wing 
ruling coalition views the bill as 
an attack on pluralism.

The press freedom group 
Reporters Without Borders 
urged lawmakers to reject the 
legislation. It accused the 
right-wing ruling party of “tar-
geting Poland’s leading inde-
pendent TV broadcaster on the 

pretext of combating disinfor-
mation and defending national 
security,” saying it believes the 
true aim is “to enable gov-
ernment allies to acquire 
TVN.”

Poland fell this year to 64th 
of 180 countries in the group’s 
World Press Freedom Index, its 
lowest ever. It was in 18th place 
in 2015, the year that the Law 
and Justice party took power.

TVN24 is the leading source 
of independent broadcast news 
for many Poles. The station cel-
ebrated the 20th anniversary 
of its launch on Monday.

Latvia declares state of emergency 
along its Belarus border
COPENHAGEN: Latvia declared a state of emergency yesterday 
at its Belarus border, authorizing the border guards but also armed 
forces and police to use physical force to return illegal immigrants 
to the country from which they came.

Latvia, like neighboring Lithuania, has faced an influx of mostly 
Iraqi migrants in the past few months coming in from Belarus. 
Their borders with Belarus are also the European Union’s external 
border.

The state of emergency will run from August 11 until November 
10, the Baltic News Service said, and would also enable the Armed 
Forces and the state police to assist the Border Guard with the 
prevention of illegal immigration. - AP

Russia opens new criminal case 
against top Navalny allies
MOSCOW: Russian authorities have opened a new criminal case 
against the two closest allies of imprisoned opposition leader 
Alexei Navalny, the latest in a series of moves to stifle his already 
embattled team.

The Investigative Committee yesterday announced a probe 
against Leonid Volkov and Ivan Zhdanov, accusing them of raising 
funds for extremist groups. The charge carries a punishment of 
up to eight years in prison.

In June, a court outlawed Navalny’s Foundation for Fighting 
Corruption and a network of his regional offices as extremist organ-
isations. The designation barred people associated with the groups 
from seeking public office and exposed them to lengthy prison 
terms. -AP

Suspected saline switch sparks 
vaccine stir in Germany
BERLIN: Authorities in northern Germany appealed to thousands 
of people yesterday to get another shot of COVID-19 vaccine after 
a police investigation found that a Red Cross nurse may have 
injected them with a saline solution.

The nurse is suspected of injecting salt solution into people’s arms 
instead of genuine doses at a vaccination centre in Friesland in the 
early spring. “I am totally shocked by this episode,” Sven Ambrosy, 
a local councillor, said on Facebook as local authorities issued the 
call to around 8,600 residents who may have been affected. While 
saline solution is harmless, most people who got vaccinated in 
Germany in March and April are elderly people. -Reuters

Artists sketch Trafalgar Square
People participate in the ‘Sketch on the Square’ event in trafalgar Square in London, Britain, yesterday.

Greek villagers try to save homes as wildfires burn
ReuteRS — AVgARIA

Residents mounted a round the 
clock watch yesterday to try to 
save their homes from wildfires 
still ravaging the Greek island 
of Evia, as the government 
defended its handling of the 
crisis.

 Fire crews were bracing for 
winds to pick up later on yes-
terday which could intensify 
flare ups on Greece’s second 
largest island, where fires were 
burning for an eighth day. Other 
fronts in the Peloponnese could 
also be reignited.

 The government was due 

to announce relief measures for 
those who have lost homes and 
property, but for some villagers, 
leaving their houses to the 
flames turning the skies a deep 
red was not an option.

 “Police came and told us to 
evacuate the village of Avgaria 
but we cannot, this is our 
property. We cannot let our 
homes burn,” said Ioannis 
Aggelopoulos, 55, who owns a 
car body shop at Istiaia, on the 
island’s northern tip.

 “We have been sleeping in 
shifts.”

 Residents were using hoses 
to put out fires burning near 

their homes and helping fire-
fighters and volunteers.

 In Athens, the main political 
opposition blamed the gov-
ernment for using climate 
change as an excuse to cover 
up deficiencies in its handling 
of the crisis.

 “Climate change is without 
doubt an especially dangerous 
reality. However, it cannot be 
used as an excuse by the gov-
ernment because it ignored our 
warnings and those of scien-
tists,” Alexis Tsipras, head of the 
left-wing SYRIZA party, told 
reporters.

 On Monday, Prime Minister 

Kyriakos Mitsotakis apologised 
for failures in tackling the wild-
fires that have burned across 
the country as authorities began 
counting the cost in lost homes 
and livelihoods.

He is chairing a cabinet 
meeting yesterday and the gov-
ernment is due to announce relief 
measures for those who lost 
homes, farms and other property.

 Deputy Civil Protection 
Minister Nikos Hardalias told 
reporters the state apparatus 
did everything possible as it was 
faced with 586 wildfires in eight 
days during the worst heatwave 
in 30 years.

In a letter, the interior 
ministers of Austria, 
Belgium, Denmark, 
Germany, Greece and 
the Netherlands urged 
the EU’s executive 
branch to “intensify 
talks” with the Afghan 
government to ensure 
that the deportations 
of refugees would 
continue.



Due to fossil  
fuel-generated 
climate pollut-
ion that is 
accumulating in 
the atmosphere, 
once unthinkable 
extremes 
have become 
commonplace this 
summer. Recent 
events vividly 
demonstrate 
the range of 
menacing 
climate risks 
that endanger 
our country from 
coast to coast. 
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EDITORIAL

SINCE its inception in 2012, Education above all (Eaa) 
Foundation has been living up to its motto by dedi-
cating itself to educate children across the world, espe-
cially among the marginalised societies. Through 
several initiatives and partnerships with international 
organisations, the Eaa Foundation, established by  
h h Sheikha moza bint nasser, has changed the life 
of millions of children giving them a new hope in life 
and a prosperous future for their families and the 
communities. 
       The Eaa aims to contribute to human, social and 
economic development through the provision of quality 
education, so whatever is needed to provide access 
to education is also a concern for  
the Foundation.

The latest in this series of initiative in the past nine 
years is a project launched recently in partnership with 
the Global alliance for Vaccine and immunisation (Gavi, 
the Vaccine alliance) for expanding the immunisation 
drive in Ethiopia and Kenya. The projects aim to reach 
over half a million of the most marginalised people 
over the next two years. The drive is supported by 
Qatar Fund for Development.

as part of Eaa’s Educate a Child (EaC) programme 
and its ongoing education project with Save the 
Children Korea, the initiative in Ethiopia aims to support 
the country’s overarching target of 90 percent immu-
nisation coverage at the national level and at 80 percent 
in each of the 11 targeted districts in host community 
and three refugee camps in the Gambella regional 
State of Ethiopia. The drive is aimed at increasing the 
number of hPV vaccination among girls with immuni-
sation and for giving training in related fields to 995 
adults over 12 months.

The project in Kenya, which along with Eaa’s 
ongoing education project with Unicef, will be imple-
mented in 16 arid and semi-arid land counties in three 
zonal areas and urban informal settlements in nairobi 
with high number of out of school children. The project 
aims to reach 257,400 girls in schools and out of school  
in Kenya over the next two years.

as the saying goes only a healthy body can have 
a sound mind, children’s health is of paramount impor-
tance when it comes to education. immunisation will 
protect children from many life-threatening illnesses 
and which in turn will contribute to reducing out of 
school days for students. in some of the african coun-
tries such as Kenya, vaccine unavailability, low income, 
vaccine hesitancy, unavailability of healthcare workers, 
missed opportunities and lack of proper road infra-
structure are some of the impediments in the way of 
inoculation.

The new projects in Ethiopia and Kenya will give 
a new lease of life for millions of children who will be 
equipped with better health and education to continue 
in their march to a brighter future.

For a young, healthy generation

d-ring road, post box: 3488, doha - qatar
email: editor@pen.com.qa

Quote of the day

Germany needs to speed up a 
slowing vaccination campaign to 
avoid overwhelming its health care 
system.

Angela Merkel, German Chancellor

Evacuated residents Jerry and Janine Sprout watch the Tamarack Fire near Markleeville, California.

The expenses of this summer’s 
grim and growing list of historic 
environmental disasters are stag-
gering. We are already paying for 
decades of government inaction 
on the accelerating climate crisis 
through crop losses, social 
disruption and severely damaged 
homes, and infrastructure built on 
the assumption of a stable climate. 
These costs are likely to worsen 
without action, as a recent UN 
report makes clear. But there’s 
another serious cost that’s hard to 
quantify: the profound toll of 
climate change on public health. 
We need to fix how we account for 
this mounting problem - and soon.

Due to fossil fuel-generated 
climate pollution that is accumu-
lating in the atmosphere, once 
unthinkable extremes have 
become commonplace this 
summer. Recent events vividly 
demonstrate the range of men-
acing climate risks that endanger 
our country from coast to coast. 
The Pacific Northwest and Cali-
fornia recently set scores of high-
temperature records in an intense 
heat wave that experts found to be 
“virtually impossible” without 
climate change. Early reports 
indicate that nearly 200 people 
died of heat-related illness in 
Oregon and Washington state 
while roads buckled and public 
transit service halted due to 
scorching heat.

Meanwhile, the West struggles 
through a severe and prolonged 

“megadrought” that especially 
threatens farmers. Millions of 
people brace for perhaps the worst 
wildfire season in living memory 
and toxic smoke chokes the air 
hundreds of miles downwind, 
making it hard to breathe. Residents 
of the Upper Midwest are coping 
with intense flooding, while those 
on the East Coast face a hurricane 
season proceeding at a record pace.

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration has 
tracked economic damage of 
climate and weather disasters since 
1980. It totals the physical 
destruction inflicted by hazards, 
including wildfires, hurricanes, 
droughts, storms and heat waves. 
According to NOAA, in 2020 United 
States suffered a record 22 events 
causing damage to property, crops 
and infrastructure of at least $1bn. 
Many of these disasters are growing 
more damaging each year because 
of climate pollution that continues to 
pile up and overheat our world.

Scant data has meant no one is 
calculating the total health costs of 
these worsening problems. 
Therefore, the true financial 
wreckage inflicted by climate dis-
asters is likely much higher than 
government statistics suggest.

Our research team working at 
the Natural Resources Defense 
Council (NRDC) and the University 
of California San Francisco recently 
estimated the health costs of a 
fraction of climate-sensitive events 
by analyzing public data from 10 US 
disasters, such as wildfires, extreme 
heat and Hurricane Sandy, for one 
year. We uncovered more than 
$10bn in health-related expenses 
from about 900 deaths, 17,000 
emergency room visits and 20,000 
hospitalizations in 2012. That bill 
captures the costs of treating an 
alarmingly long list of injuries, ill-
nesses and mental health problems, 

plus economic impact of lost lives.
Sadly, even that price tag is a 

vast underestimate because of the 
scarce accounting of the human 
toll of climate-fueled disasters. 
Though attribution studies are 
increasingly linking climate 
change to heightened death and 
disease burdens, we know enough 
about these risks right now to act 
to reduce them.

Many research studies show that 
climate change is hitting the most 
vulnerable communities the hardest. 
Medicaid and Medicare patients 
shoulder a hugely disproportionate 
share of climate-sensitive illness 
costs, according to our research. 
Nearly 1 in 3 American adults 
reported difficulty in paying for nec-
essary medical care in a recent 
survey, and when people delay or 
avoid medical treatment for existing 
ailments, they can be even more 
susceptible to further harm from a 
rapidly destabilizing climate.

A new report from the NRDC 
and leading health professionals 
makes it clear that the climate 
crisis is not just an environmental 
problem - it is a public health 
emergency. Our analysis shows 
that climate action is a prescription 
for better health. We must 
improve our energy, transpor-
tation and food systems by transi-
tioning rapidly to clean energy 
sources such as wind and solar 
and making healthier, low-carbon 
choices more accessible.

We need resolute leadership in 
Washington, backed by strong 
support across the country, so that 
we and future generations can live 
healthy, safe and prosperous lives. 
The costs of continued delay and 
inaction are far too high.

The author is a climate and health 
scientist at the Science Center at the 
Natural Resources Defense Council.

Japan nEwS

Forestry plays significant 
roles in combating global 
warming and flood control, 
beyond simply ensuring a 
stable supply of lumber. It is 
crucial to make the industry 
attractive to workers by 
improving its profitability.

The Forestry Agency has 
revised its Forest and Forestry 
Basic Plan, which serves as a 
guideline for the nation's 
medium-term forestry policy.

The basic plan is revised 
about every five years. The latest 
revision has set a goal of 
increasing the supply volume of 
domestic lumber by nearly 40% 
to 42 million cubic meters in 
2030 from the 2019 level. The 
plan also aims to boost exports 
of high-quality wood products.

Forests cover two-thirds of 
Japan. To achieve decarbon-
ization with net-zero green-
house gas emissions, the 

importance of forests that 
absorb carbon dioxide has 
increased. They also have func-
tions to recharge water sources 
and prevent landslides and 
floods. It is hoped that rich 
forests will be preserved by pro-
moting forestry.

Around the world, lumber 
prices have soared as a result of 
supply shortages mainly due to 
an upturn in housing demand 
and disruptions in container 
logistics. This so-called "wood 
supply shock" has also had an 
impact in Japan. For example, 
housing prices have increased, 
construction schedules have 
been delayed and furniture 
prices have gone up.

Demand for domestic timber 
has grown, providing a boost to 
forestry. The nation's wood self-
sufficiency rate recovered from 
a little less than 20% in 2002 to a 
little less than 40% in 2019. It is 
hoped that the industry will take 
advantage of this opportunity to 

raise the rate even further.
The biggest challenge is how 

to respond to the labor shortage 
in this industry. The number of 
forestry workers has decreased 
to about 45,000, about 30% of 
the number in 1980, partly 
because the forestry industry has 
struggled as a result of cheap 
imported lumber.

Although a large number of 
Japanese cedar and cypress trees 
that were planted after the end of 
World War II have reached the 
logging stage, the trees have been 
left untouched due to the labor 
shortage, causing the ruin of 
mountain forests. It is said that 
progress has not been made on 
replanting after logging as the 
costs involved in reforestation 
cannot be covered. By securing 
human resources and improving 
efficiency, it is necessary to 
achieve a good cycle from 
logging to sales and reforestation.

The use of advanced tech-
nology is likely to be effective. If 

drones are used to transport sap-
lings, necessary costs can be 
reduced significantly. It is also 
possible to survey forestry 
resources using aerial photog-
raphy. The development of tech-
nologies for automation and 
remote control is also progressing 
for logging, timber collection and 
transportation, which can involve 
dangerous work. If the risk of 
work-related accidents 
decreases, the industry might be 
able to attract young people.

An initiative has started to 
plant a tree variety that only 
takes about 30 years to grow 
instead of the usual 50 years. 
This not only saves time and 
money, but also is said to 
increase the absorption of 
carbon dioxide as the trees grow 
faster. It will also become 
important to promote large-
scale forestry businesses such as 
by encouraging local govern-
ments to offer forestry operators 
assistance.

The true cost of climate change 
needs to include the health toll
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basic plan for forestry should help increase profitability
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IN BRIEF

Win for Biden as Senators 
pass infrastructure plan
BloomBerg — WAshington

The Senate passed a $550 
billion infrastructure plan that 
would represent the biggest 
burst of spending on US public 
works in decades, sending the 
legislation to the House where 
its fate is in the hands of the 
fractious Democratic caucus.

The bipartisan 69-30 vote 
yesterday marked a significant 
victory for President Joe Biden’s 
economic agenda. It was a break-
through that has eluded Congress 
and presidents for years, despite 
both parties calling infrastructure 
a priority and an issue ripe for 
compromise.

“This legislation will create 
benefits in communities across 
the country for decades to 
come,” White House press sec-
retary Jen Psaki said.

Nineteen Republicans, 
including Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, joined with all 50 
senators who caucus with Dem-
ocrats to support the bill.

The bipartisan spirit will 
quickly give way, however, as 
Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer immediately pivoted 
to a partisan budget resolution 
that will lead to a $3.5 trillion 
package of social spending and 
tax increases.

Senate passage of the infra-
structure bill came after months 
of negotiations and days of 
slow-moving Senate debate 
during which Republicans 
opposed to the legislation 
forced Democrats to run out the 
clock on procedural motions.

“It’s been a long and 
winding road but we have per-
sisted and now we have 
arrived,” Schumer said before 
the vote.

The bill still faces hurdles in 
the House, which is scheduled 
to be on break until September 
20. House Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi, under pressure from 
progressives who want their 
priorities addressed, has said 
she will not allow a vote on the 
bipartisan package until the 
Senate has passed the broader 
economic plan. Moderates, 
meanwhile, are clamouring for 
the House to take up the bill 
sooner than that.

Five leaders of the House 
Blue Dog Coalition, a group of 
fiscally conservative Demo-
crats, issued a statement yes-
terday calling for Pelosi to 
swiftly bring the infrastructure 
bill to a vote.

The Blue Dog co-chairs said 
they “remain opposed to any 
effort to unnecessarily delay con-
sideration of these critical infra-
structure investments, which will 
create good-paying jobs, keep 
American businesses compet-
itive, and grow our nation’s 
economy.” Their statement 
follows a similar letter to Pelosi 
from several other House mod-
erates calling for a quick vote on 
the roads and bridges bill.

The Congressional Pro-
gressive Caucus, in turn, 
released a statement saying that 
a majority of its 96 members 
won’t vote for the infrastructure 
bill until the Senate passes the 
budget package.

Pelosi applauded Senate 
passage of the infrastructure bill 
yesterday and gave no indi-
cation she would change her 
strategy of linking the two eco-
nomic packages.

Still, the Senate vote after 
months of fraught negotiations 
was a crucial first step for both 
Biden’s economic agenda and 
his broader hopes of showing 
the world Washington can work 
again to solve big problems 
after a particularly divisive era 
in American politics.

If the infrastructure package 

ultimately clears both 
chambers, every state would 
feel the effects. It includes about 
$110 billion in new spending for 
roads and bridges, $73bn for 
power grid upgrades, $66bn for 
rail and Amtrak, and $65 billion 
for broadband expansion. It also 
provides $55bn for clean water 
and $39bn for transit.

Biden had dispatched top 
aides to negotiate directly with 
a group of Republican and 
Democratic senators putting the 
bill together and engaged per-
sonally with meetings and 

phone calls. The vote also is a 
significant achievement for 
Schumer and the bipartisan 
group of 22 senators led by 
Republican Rob Portman of 
Ohio and Democrat Kyrsten 
Sinema of Arizona, who stepped 
in after initial negotiations 
between the White House and 
Republicans collapsed in June.

Republicans can claim a 
victory in that the package 
includes big spending on their pri-
orities without raising taxes, while 
Biden can lay claim to an accom-
plishment decades in the making.

US Vice-President Kamala Harris presides over the US Senate and announces the vote totals as the 
Senate passes a $1 trillion bipartisan infrastructure bill, in this frame grab from video shot in the US 
Senate chamber on Capitol Hill in Washington, yesterday.

Miami orders  
residents to 
evacuate 8-storey 
condo building
AP — MiAMi

Residents of an eight-storey 
condo building in Miami were 
ordered to evacuate after the 
building was deemed “unsafe” 
by city officials.

On Monday night, some six 
weeks after 98 people died in 
the collapse of the Champlain 
Towers South in nearby 
Surfside, residents of the 138-
unit building lugged 
belongings to their vehicles, 
news outlets reported. They 
were ordered to be out by yes-
terday morning.

“My grandfather just 
comes in the house screaming 
that we have to leave imme-
diately,” said a resident iden-
tified by WSVN as Mya Ncas-
tanedo. “If this building is 
demolished, there goes our 
property... and all our mem-
ories from growing up here.”

The building was put on 
notice July 7 for several viola-
tions, including failure to 
obtain its 40-year recertifi-
cation as safe to occupy.

“We felt the building occu-
pants were not safe,” Miami 
Building Director Asael “Ace” 
Marrero told the Miami 
Herald.

On July 26, city officials 
met with residents who were 
concerned about the condition 
of the building, the Herald 
reported.

City staff inspected the 
building the next day and 
determined that the detached 
elevated garage had to be 
closed because of structural 
concerns, according to the 
newspaper.

Officials also told the 
building’s property manager 
that the damaged columns in 
the main building’s first floor 
“required emergency shoring.”

The city ordered the build-
ing’s officials to submit a plan 
to fix the issue immediately, 
but never received any plans, 
officials said. The building also 
did not apply for any permits 
to make repairs.

On August 5, city officials 
received a letter from an 
engineer saying the “building 
was safe for current occu-
pancy while the emergency 
repair work continued,” the 
Herald reported.

The next day, an inspector 
from Miami saw work being 
done without a permit, and a 
stop-work order was issued.

On Monday, officials from 
Miami’s building department 
met with the condo association 
and the engineer. They found 
the columns to be “structurally 
insufficient.”

That’s when the evacu-
ation order was issued.

New York Governor Cuomo resigns over harassment
AP — nEW YoRK

Governor Andrew Cuomo 
resigned over a barrage of 
sexual harassment allegations 
yesterday in a fall from grace a 
year after he was widely hailed 
nationally for his detailed daily 
briefings and leadership during 
the darkest days of COVID-19.

The three-term governor’s 
decision, which will take effect 
in two weeks, was announced 
as momentum built in the Leg-
islature to remove him by 
impeachment. It came after 
New York’s attorney general 
released the results of an inves-
tigation that found Cuomo har-

assed at least 11 women.
Investigators said he sub-

jected women to unwanted acts; 
made insinuating remarks 
about their looks; and created 
a work environment “rife with 
fear and intimidation.”

Lieutenant Governor Kathy 
Hochul, a 62-year-old Dem-
ocrat and former member of 
Congress from the Buffalo area, 
will become the state’s 57th 
governor and the first woman 
to hold the post.

The #MeToo-era scandal cut 
short not just a career but a 
dynasty: Cuomo’s father, Mario 
Cuomo, was governor in the 
1980s and ’90s, and the younger 

Cuomo was often mentioned as 
a potential candidate for pres-
ident, an office his father 
famously contemplated 
seeking. Even as the scandal 
mushroomed, Cuomo was 
planning to run for reelection 
in 2022.

Cuomo still faces the possi-
bility of criminal charges, with 
a number of prosecutors around 
the state moving to investigate 
him.

The string of accusations 
that spelled the governor’s 
downfall began to unfold in 
news reports last December and 
went on for months.

Cuomo called some of the 

allegations fabricated, forcefully 
denying he touched anyone 
inappropriately. But he 
acknowledged making some 
aides uncomfortable with com-
ments he said he intended as 
playful, and he apologised for 
some of his behaviour.

He portrayed some of the 
encounters as misunder-
standings attributable to “gen-
erational or cultural” differ-
ences, a reference in part to his 
upbringing in an affectionate 
Italian American family.

As a defiant Cuomo clung to 
office, state lawmakers launched 
an impeachment investigation, 
and nearly the entire Democratic 

establishment in New York 
deserted him — not only over the 
accusations, but also because of 
the discovery that his adminis-
tration had concealed thousands 
of COVID-19 deaths among 
nursing home patients.

The harassment investi-
gation ordered up by the 
attorney-general and conducted 
by two outside lawyers corrob-
orated the women’s accounts 
and added lurid new ones. 

The release of the report left 
the governor more isolated than 
ever, with some of his most loyal 
supporters abandoning him and 
President Joe Biden joining those 
calling on him to resign.

Moderna plans factory in Canada to 
mRNA COVID-19, flu vaccines
CAMBRIDGE: Moderna Inc reached a tentative agreement with 
Canada’s government to build a messenger RNA vaccine factory 
in the country, a move that could boost domestic supplies of shots 
for COVID-19 and other viruses while expanding the shot maker’s 
footprint.

Moderna established a memorandum of understanding with 
the Canadian government to collaborate on the plant, according 
to a statement from the Cambridge, Massachusetts-based company. 
The facility may also make shots that are in development to fight 
influenza, respiratory syncytial virus and other diseases, Moderna 
said. No financial details were included.

In the event of a new outbreak of disease, the plant would 
provide Canada with “direct access to rapid pandemic response 
capabilities,” Moderna said.- Bloomberg

Military parade at Brazil presidential 
palace rattles politicians
BRASILIA: Brazil’s armed forces put on an unusual display of 
military hardware for far-right President Jair Bolsonaro yesterday, 
ahead of a likely setback in Congress for his plans to alter the 
country’s voting system.

 Politicians of all stripes called the parade of navy tanks, 
armoured personnel carriers and amphibious vehicles a form of 
intimidation hours before lawmakers are expected to vote against 
a constitutional amendment backed by Bolsonaro.

 The navy said the parade was planned long before the vote 
in the lower house of Congress was scheduled and it was meant 
to invite the president to an annual military exercise on Sunday.

 The presidential media office did not respond to a request 
for comment on the parade.

 With his popularity flagging amid the world’s second-dead-
liest COVID-19 outbreak, Bolsonaro has insisted in recent weeks 
on adopting paper ballots for the 2022 election, based on unproven 
claims of fraud in Brazil’s electronic voting system. - Reuters

Mexican cartel threatens news 
anchor, demands equal coverage
MEXICO CITY: Masked men claiming to represent Mexico’s most 
powerful drug cartel have taken the unusual step of circulating a 
video threatening to kill a national television news anchor for 
what they viewed as unfair coverage.

The video circulated Monday showed masked and heavily 
armed men surrounding a man seated at a small desk who 
delivered a message he said was from Ruben Oseguera Cervantes, 
aka “El Mencho,” leader of the Jalisco New Generation cartel. It 
was unclear if the person reading the message was Oseguera 
himself.

The message complained that Milenio Television, a national 
cable news channel associated with a major newspaper chain, 
was favoring so-called self-defence groups that are battling the 
Jalisco cartel in Michoacan state.

He singled out Mileno anchor Azucena Uresti, threatening to 
kill her and make her eat her words. - AP

High school students return on the first day of school, amid the coronavirus pandemic, at Hillsborough 
High School in Tampa, Florida, US, yesterday.

Schools reopen in Florida

US turns to social media influencers 
to boost vaccination rates
AP — DEnVER

As a police sergeant in a rural 
town, Carlos Cornejo isn’t the 
prototypical social media influ-
encer. But his Spanish-language 
Facebook page with 650,000 
followers was exactly what 
Colorado leaders were looking 
for as they recruited residents 
to try to persuade the most 
vaccine-hesitant.

Cornejo, 32, is one of dozens 
of influencers, ranging from 
busy moms and fashion 
bloggers to African refugee 
advocates and religious leaders, 
getting paid by the state to post 
vaccine information on a local 
level in hopes of stunting a 
troubling summer surge of 
COVID-19.

Colorado’s #Powerthe-
Comeback target audience is 
especially tailored to Latino, 
Black, Native American, Asian 

and other communities of 
colour that historically have 
been underserved when it 
comes to health care and are 
the focus of agencies trying to 
raise vaccination rates.

It’s part of a growing US 
state- and city-based movement 
using local social media influ-
encers to reach the most 
vaccine-hesitant at a neigh-
bourhood level. Health author-
ities in Chicago, Oklahoma City, 
San Jose, California, New Jersey 
and elsewhere are running 
similar campaigns.

The effort comes after 
Colorado and other states have 
tried lotteries, college scholar-
ships and other incentives to 
boost slumping vaccination 
rates as the highly contagious 
delta virus variant sweeps the 
nation.

Cornejo’s Facebook page 
has become a widely trusted 

source of information about 
what the police do - and cannot 
do - for Latinos in the Colorado 
River Valley.

“It started last year when I 
saw misinformation that 
directly affected our 
department, rumors like police 
were arresting people without 
a mask,” said Cornejo, a 10-year 
veteran with the Rifle Police 
Department. 

“Or that people get mag-
netized when they’re vacci-
nated. Sometimes people are 
just plain scared. I give them 
fact-based information, nothing 
political about it, so they can 
make an informed decision.”

Whether the social media 
push will move the needle with 
America’s unvaccinated 
remains to be seen.

The country last week 
reached the milestone of having 
at least one dose in 70% of adults. 

The bipartisan vote 
yesterday marked a 
significant victory 
for the President’s 
economic agenda. It 
was a breakthrough 
that has eluded 
Congress and 
presidents for years, 
despite both parties 
calling infrastructure 
a priority and an issue 
ripe for compromise.
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Texas Gov seeks out-of-state help against COVID-19
AP — texAs

Governor Greg Abbott appealed 
for out-of-state help to fight the 
third wave of COVID-19 in 
Texas while two more of the 
state’s largest school districts 
announced mask mandates in 
defiance of the governor.

Abbott’s request on Monday 
came as a county-owned hos-
pital in Houston raised tents to 
accommodate their COVID-19 
overflow. Private hospitals in 

the county already were 
requiring their staff to be vac-
cinated  against  the 
coronavirus.

Meantime, the Dallas and 
Austin school districts 
announced on Monday that they 
would require students and staff 
to wear face masks. The 
Houston school district already 
announced a mask mandate for 
its students and staff later this 
week if its board approves.

The highly contagious Delta 

variant is fuelling the wave.
The Republican governor 

has directed the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services to use staffing agencies 
to find additional medical staff 
from beyond the state’s borders 
as the delta wave began to over-
whelm its present staffing 
resources. 

He also has sent a letter to 
the Texas Hospital Association 
to request that hospitals 
postpone all elective medical 

procedures voluntarily.
Hospital officials in Houston 

said last week that area hos-
pitals with beds had insufficient 
numbers of nurses to serve 
them.

Abbott also directed the 
state health department and the 
Texas Division of Emergency 
Management to open additional 
COVID-19 antibody infusion 
centers to treat patients not 
needing hospital care and 
expand COVID-19 vaccine 

availability to the state’s under-
served communities. He also 
announced about $267m in 
emergency Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
food benefits for August. That 
was on top of the $3.9bn in ben-
efits previously allocated since 
April 2020.

The governor is taking 
action short of lifting his emer-
gency order banning county and 
local government entities from 
requiring the wearing of masks 

and social distancing to lower 
the COVID-19 risk. 

Abbott has said repeatedly 
that Texans have the infor-
mation and intelligence to make 
their own decisions on what 
steps to take to protect their 
health and the health of those 
around them.

Also Monday, Dallas County 
Judge Clay Jenkins filed a 
lawsuit asking a judge to strike 
down Abbott’s mask mandate 
ban.
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