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Qatar’s industrial sector PPI rises by 94.9% in July
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The overall monthly Producer 
Price Index (PPI) of Qatar’s 
industrial sector for July 2021 
was estimated at 76.0 points, 
showing an increase of 94.9 
percent when compared to the 
PPI of the corresponding month 
last year (July 2020). 

When compared on month-
on-month (M-o-M) basis, the 
PPI of July 2021 showed an 
increase of 6.6 percent against 
PPI of the previous month (June 
2021), official data released by 
the Planning and Statistics 
Authority (PSA) showed. 

The Mining sector PPI reg-
istered an increase of 6.9 
percent when compared with 
the PPI of June 2021, primarily 
due to the price increase of 
“Crude petroleum and natural 
gas” by 7.0 percent, while no 
change was noticed in “Stone, 
Sand and Clay”. PPI of July 2021, 
when compared with its 

counterpart in previous year 
(July 2020), there was an 
increase of 115.1 percent. 

In the Manufacturing sector 
index, an increase of 6.0 percent 
was recorded in July 2021, when 
compared with the previous 
month’s Manufacturing index 

(June 2021). The prices increase 
were seen in: “Refined Petroleum 
products” by 7.2 percent, fol-
lowed by “Basic Metals” by 6.2 
percent, “Basic Chemicals” by 4.3 
percent, “Paper and Paper 
products” by 1.1 percent, “Rubber 
and Plastics products” by 0.7 

percent, and “Grain mill and 
Other products” by 0.1 percent. 

However, the decreasing 
prices were noticed in “Cement 
and Other non-metallic 
products” by 1.4 percent, “Dairy 
products” by 2.9 percent, and 
“Beverages” by 0.2 percent. No 

changes were noticed in “Juices” 
and “Other chemical products 
and fibres”.

When compared with the 
previous year’s (July 2020) 
index, the Manufacturing PPI of 
July 2021 showed an increase of 
66.1 percent. The major groups 
which explain this price increase 
were: “Basic chemicals” by 94.8 
percent, followed by “Refined 
Petroleum products” by 68.7 
percent, “Basic Metals” by 51.8 
percent, “Paper and Paper 
Products” by 16.6 percent, 
“Rubber and Plastics products” 
by 8.6 percent, “Other chemical 
products and fibers” by 1.8 
percent, and “Juices” by 0.8 
percent.  

However, prices decreased 
in “Cement and Other non-
metallic products” by 6.1 
percent, followed by “Grain mill 
and Other products” by 1.3 
percent, “Beverages” by 0.4 
percent, and “Dairy products” 
by 0.2 percent. P3

Deputy Prime 
Ministers hold 
video call with 
Turkish Foreign, 
Defence Ministers
QNA — DOHA

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of State for Defence 
Affairs H E Dr Khalid bin 
Mohamed Al Attiyah, and 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs H 
E Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani, held 
yesterday a video call with 
Turkish Defense Minister H E 
Hulusi Akar, and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Turkey H E Mevlut Cavu-
soglu.

During the call, bilateral 
cooperation relations between 
the two countries were 
reviewed, as well as the latest 
security and political develop-
ments in Afghanistan. 

Students back in school as new academic year begins
Students attending classes on the first day of the new academic year. PIC: AbDul bAsIt/tHe PenInsulA

19 countries to take part in International Hunting and Falcons Exhibition (S'hail)
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The preparations to organise the 5th 
edition of Katara International 
Hunting & Falcons Exhibition (S’hail 
2021) have entered final phase as 19 
countries are set to participate in the 
event.

The participating countries include 
Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Kuwait, 
Germany, the UK, the US, Spain, Italy, 
Pakistan, Belgium, Poland, Turkey, 
South Africa, Russia, France, Lebanon, 
and New Zealand, Katara has posted 
on its official Twitter account.

In a statement released by the Cul-
tural Village Foundation (Katara) said 
that 160 international companies rep-
resenting 19 countries from different 
continents will participate in the exhi-
bition which will be held next week 
(from September 7 to 11).

The exhibition is one of the largest 
international exhibitions specialised 
in falcons, which will include 
numerous activities and events; 
namely, falcon auction and exhibitions 
for falcons and haunting. A pavilion 
will be also dedicated in the exhibition 
for hunting-related handicrafts and 

falcon supplies.
General Manager of  Katara, Prof 

Dr. Khalid bin Ibrahim Al Sulaiti, said: 
“The preparations are going on for the 
launch of the fifth edition, which will 
be hosted in Hall 12 and Al Hikma 
Square in Katara. This edition will be 
very distinguished as the space has 
been increased compared to the pre-
vious editions.”

He further said that the S’hail 
2021 has become a global economic 
and marketing platform in which 
major international companies are 
racing to participate to display the 

latest types of weapons and the best 
supplies in the world of hunting, 
falcons and trips.

It also provides an important 
platform to introduce Qatari culture 
and heritage to international visitors 
displaying a main element of the her-
itage of Qatari ancestors related to 
hunting and falconry.

Al Sulaiti explained that reception 
of applications for obtaining 
licensees to purchase hunting 
weapons through Metrash2 appli-
cation will continue until today 
(August 30).

MME implements four projects 
to preserve biodiversity
SANAULLAH ATAULLAH  
THE PENINSULA

To preserve biodiversity in the 
country, the Ministry of Munic-
ipality and Environment (MME) 
represented by the Protection 
and Wildlife Department has 
implemented a number of 
projects to protect fauna and 
flora. 

The Department also inten-
sified inspection campaigns to 
curb the violations related to 
wildlife. “The department is 
currently implementing four 
projects; development of a bio-
diversity database, monitoring 
and protection of hawksbill 
turtles, rehabilitation and res-
toration of Qatari land and 
study of the impact of decision 

to ban camel grazing in pas-
tures and productivity of 
camels,” said Director of the 
Protection and Wildlife 
Department, Talib Khalid Al 
Shahwani.

Al Shahwani was speaking 
at an event organised by MME’s 
environmental sector yesterday 
to demonstrate the achieve-
ments of Protection and 
Wildlife Department during a 
year from April 1, 2020 to 
March 31, 2021.

The event was attended by 
Head of the Wildlife Protection 
Section, Hadef Saif Al Mansoori; 
Head of the Natural Resources 
Section, Ghanem Abdul 
Rahman Al Ghanim; and Head 
of the Wildlife Section, Ali Saleh 
Al Marri.

“During the period of study, 
a total of 1,164 violations were 
recorded which include dumping 
waste at undesignated places, 
illegal hunting, cutting down 
trees, grazing camels, attracting 
birds with banned whistles, 
setting up camps without per-
mission,” said Al Shahwani.

He said that the municipal 
inspectors made 943 field visits 
to monitor the utilisation of 
natural resources during past 
one year.

“To preserve the biodi-
versity, the Department 
released 9,614 baby turtles of 
hawksbill and planted 2,400 
seedlings of wild trees.” He said 
that the Department has 
planned a number of new 
projects in future. P2

Preliminary list of Shura Council election candidates to be announced today
Sidi MoHAMed  
THE PENINSULA

The preliminary list of candi-
dates for Shura Council elections 
will be announced today while 
the grievances/objections will be 
received for three days from 
August 31 (tomorrow) to 
September 2.

About 40 women have reg-
istered their candidacy for the 
elections, said Brigadier Abdul 
Rahman Majid Al Sulaiti, Member 
of the Supervisory Committee for 
the Shura Council elections. 

The total number of appli-
cants registered for media 

services exceed 200, another 
official said.

Talking to Qatar TV yes-
terday Al Sulaiti said that the 
final list of candidates will be 
announced on September 15.

Al Sulaiti stressed on the pro-
hibition of foreign funding for 
election campaign, as the law sets 
a penalty of imprisonment not 
more than five years and a fine 
of not more than QR10m or one 
of these two penalties, in addition 
to other penalties such as confis-
cation of the said funds, as well 
as re-election in case a candidate 
wins using those banned funds.

Captain Ibrahim Ali Al 

Mohannadi, Member of the Legal 
Committee of the Supervisory 
Committee for the Shura Council 
elections, said that spending on 
electoral campaigns does not 
exceed QR2m. He said that can-
didates must open a special 
account in national banks to 
spend on electoral campaigns 
and determine the funding 
sources that will be used.

“Every candidate must 
open a bank account for him 
in one of the national banks 
(Qatar National Bank) 24 hours 
before start of his electoral 
campaign. A candidate is not 
allowed to spend money 

outside this account on election 
campaign,” he said.

The official said that the 
sources of these funds should be 
either from candidate’s personal 

money or from donations 
received by the candidate from 
Qatari citizens only, and they 
should not exceed QR700,000.

There are other prohibited 

sources also, he explained saying: 
“A candidate may not receive funds 
from foreign or unknown sources, 
commercial companies, a state or 
foreign organisations." P3

6.6%
Compared on month-

on-month basis, the PPI 
of July 2021 showed an 
increase of 6.6 percent 

against PPI of June 
2021.

The Mining sector PPI registered 
an increase of 6.9 percent, pri-
marily due to the price increase 
of “Crude petroleum and natural 
gas” by seven percent.

The Manufacturing sector 
index recorded, an increase 
of 6.0 percent in July 2021.

Prices decreased in “Cement and 
Other non-metallic products” by 6.1 
percent, followed by “Grain mill and 
Other products” by 1.3 percent, 
“Beverages” by 0.4 percent, and 
“Dairy products” by 0.2 percent.

6%

About 40 women have registered their 
candidacy for the elections.
The law stipulates a penalty of 
imprisonment of not more than five years 
and a fine of not more than QR10m or 
one of these two penalties, in addition to 
confiscation of the banned funds if a 
candidate receives foreign funding.

Brigadier Abdul Rahman Majid Al Sulaiti

7%

The exhibition is one of the largest 
international exhibitions specialised in 
falcons, which will include numerous 
activities and events; namely, falcon 

auction and exhibitions for falcons and 
haunting. 
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Al Muraikhi meets Ambassador of Algeria
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs H E Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi met yesterday with 
Ambassador of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria to the State of Qatar   
H E Dr. Mustafa Boutoura. During the meeting, bilateral cooperation relations between 
the two countries were reviewed. 

HMC’s Stroke Service gets 
prestigious reaccreditation
tHE PEninSulA — DOHA

The Stroke Service at Hamad Medical Corpo-
ration (HMC) has recently successfully 
achieved Joint Commission International (JCI) 
re-accreditation as the primary stroke centre. 

This remarkable achievement across the 
whole spectrum of the service was recog-
nised recently in April 2021 during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This reaccreditation is 
also important as it was the first of its kind 
to be done virtually at HMC. 

The Stroke Service at HMC was first 
accredited by Joint Commission International 
in November 2014 as the first ever Primary 
Stroke Center within the middle east and the 
service was reaccredited in 2018. Dr. Ahmed 
Own, Acting Director of HMC’s Neuro-
sciences Institute said he was proud of how 
teams across the entire Stroke Service have 
not only developed in recent times, but also 

how they responded to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“The service now encompasses patient 
care right from the Ambulance Service 
through Emergency Department to the inpa-
tient Stroke Unit, Medical Units, Intensive 
Care Units, and an outpatient Stroke Clinic 
at HGH,” said Dr. Own. 

“The Neuroradiology, Interventional 
Radiology, Therapy services, Dietary Services 
and Acute Rehabilitation Services are also 
an integral part of the stroke team.  All these 
teams work collaboratively to ensure the best 
care is delivered to each stroke patient 
admitted to our service. 

“Over the past decade the Stroke Service 
at HMC has made significant improvements 
in the way in which it delivers care to 
patients. Within the last year, more than 2500 
patients have been admitted, of which more 
than 1500 of these were a confirmed stroke.” 

1,143 referred 
to prosecution
QnA — DOHA

The designated authorities 
referred 1,143 people to the 
Public Prosecution for violating 
the preventive and precau-
tionary measures enforced by 
the country to curb the spread 
of the coronavirus.

Among them, 789 people 
were referred to the Public 
Prosecution for not wearing 
masks in places where they are 
mandatory, while 342 of them 
did not adhere to social dis-
tancing, and another 12 for not 
downloading Ehteraz 
application. 

The measures are in line 
with the Cabinet decision, 
Decree Law No. 17 of 1990 on 
infectious diseases, and the 
precautionary measures in 
force in the country to contain 
the spread of COVID-19.

Online learning tools to continue post-pandemic: Dr. Sheikha Aisha
tHE PEninSulA — DOHA 

The year 2020 has been a 
remarkably difficult year, as the 
COVID-19 pandemic disrupted 
lives and livelihoods. Now as 
organisations embark on the 
road to recovery, family busi-
nesses however have been 
under duress to transform their 
business models and adapt to a 
constantly evolving digital 
world. With an increased focus 
on customer experience, most 
family businesses have taken 
significant measures to update 
their existing legacy systems 
and are already reaping the 
benefits of a digitally efficient 
operating model.

Speaking at the Forbes 
Middle East Family Business 
Summit 2021, Dr. Sheikha Aisha 
bint Faleh Al Thani, Founder 
and Chairperson of Al Faleh 
E d u c a t i o n a l  H o l d i n g , 

highlighted the digital initiatives 
adopted by businesses to 
bounce back stronger from the 
pandemic. 

Addressing the audience, 
Sheikha Aisha said: “The 
journey of digitalisation was 
relatively slow in most family 
businesses. The outbreak of the 
COVID -19 pandemic accel-
erated the transformation in 
most businesses in order not to 
disrupt the day-to-day opera-
tions. We at Doha Academy 
schools and AFG College with 
the University of Aberdeen 
shifted the teaching and 
learning methods to online plat-
forms as a result of the 
emerging and urgent demand. 
Our main concern was to 
ensure that the students will not 
be affected by the closure of 
schools and educational 
institutions.” 

She added: “Our students 

and teaching body have learned 
to utilise the online platforms 
optimally and hence have ben-
efited from this experience. As 
such we will continue to use 
online learning methods and 
tools within the teaching and 
learning experience even after 
this pandemic is over.’’ 

The inaugural Family 

Business Summit, 
which was hosted by 
Forbes Middle East 
recent ly ,  was 
attended by over 
1,000 attendees vir-
tually from across 
the globe, with 
heavy participation 
from across the 
Mena region.

The summit was 
held to discuss the 
evolving business 
landscape for family 
businesses in the 

current scenario and their 
importance to the Gulf region’s 
economy. The stellar speaker 
line up hosted some of the most 
influential family business 
leaders in the region who have 
been at the forefront of business 
and digital transformation at 
their groups.

One of the topics under 

discussion was about how 
family businesses are exploring 
the IPO route for their busi-
nesses and what are the pros 
and cons of taking the business 
public. 

Dr. Sheikha Aisha, as a right 
fit for the discussion, was 
invited to be one of the main 
speakers in the summit and has 
shared her experience from 
transforming her business into 
a publicly listed company in the 
Venture Market of the Qatar 
Stock Exchange (QSE). 

Dr. Sheikha Aisha is an 
inspiring leader in the field of 
education. She is the Chair-
person and Founder of Al Faleh 
Educational Holding, which is 
the first woman-led Qatari 
company to go public and is the 
first Qatari educational insti-
tution to be listed on the 
Venture Market in the Qatar 
Stock Exchange. 

Dr. Sheikha Aisha bint Faleh Al thani 

Campaign helps children return to school safely 
FazeeNa SaleeM  
tHE PEninSulA

Health authorities in the country 
have launched a campaign to 
provide practical ideas for 
everyone to help children return 
to school safely in the times of 
COVID-19. 

The ‘Back to School Cam-
paign’ aims at promoting the 
efforts to control the spread of 
COVID-19. 

Messages and tips for stu-
dents, teachers and parents are 
distributed in video and poster 
formats to schools across the 
country. 

Also a social media campaign 
has been launched together by 
the Ministry of Public Health, 
Hamad medical Corporation and 
Primary Heath Care Corporation 
on the implementation of pre-
cautionary measures in schools 
to ensure the safe return of 
students. 

The campaign includes a col-
lection of resources for schools 
to support them in building 
greater health and well-being 
throughout the 2021 to 2022 aca-
demic year, said Community 
Medicine Consultant and Head 
of the School Health Department 
at PHCC Dr Layla Al Dahnaim, in 
a video message posted on social 
media. 

As school doors reopen in the 
country with blended learning, 
measures like hand washing 

stations, physical distancing, 
mask wearing and temperature 
checks are being integrated into 
school life.

According to Dr Al Dahnaim, 
it is everyone’s responsibility to 
commit and ensure precau-
tionary and preventive measures 
at schools to guarantee a safe 
environment for students. 

She said that the campaign 
will be initially for three weeks 
and it targets all public schools 
and kindergartens in the country 
and focuses on students and 
school staff, in addition to 
parents. However it will be con-
tinued throughout the academic 
year. 

“To enhance efforts to 
combat COVID-19 with the start 
of the new academic year, the 
School Health Department has 
launched back to school cam-
paign in all public schools under 
the theme – A safe return to 
school challenging COVID-19,” 
said Dr Al Dahnaim. 

She said that the campaign 
will highlight the most important 
precautionary measures nec-
essary to prevent the spread of 
the COVID-19 and also create 

awareness about the most 
common communicable and 
contagious diseases among stu-
dents including chickenpox, 
influenza, hand, foot and mouth 
infection and scabies.

In order to ensure a healthy 
and safe school environment, 
school health protocol on pre-
cautionary measures for health 
and safety during the pandemic 
in public schools was updated. 
The protocol includes all precau-
tionary and preventive measures 
and a comprehensive checklists 
that help the school team to 
follow up.

“To begin the new academic 
year we have prepared a protocol 
for school health as a compre-
hensive guide for preventive and 
precautionary measures that 
should be implemented at 
schools to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. Health awareness and 
maintaining the implementation 
of precautionary measures at 
schools are major roles of school 
health nursing,” said Ayman 
Alshory, School Health Super-
visor at PHCC.

“We would like to emphasise 
the role of parents in preparing 
their children to return to school 
by ensuring early bed time, 
maintaining healthy diet, edu-
cating children about the impor-
tance of COVID-19 preventive 
measures and visiting the health 
centre when you feel sick,” he 
added in a video message.  

Higher education sector 
ready for new academic year
QnA — DOHA

Assistant Undersecretary for Higher 
Education Affairs at the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education Dr. 
Khalid Al Ali underlined that the Ministry 
has taken all necessary measures to 
support higher education institutions in 
order to achieve a successful and fruitful 
academic year, while adhering to all 
precautionary measures related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

As part of the preparations of the 
Higher Education Affairs Sector for the 
2021-22 academic year, higher edu-
cation institutions in the State of Qatar 
were directed to adopt the blended 
learning system for the first semester 
- fall of the 2021-22 academic year. 
Meanwhile, the attendance rate in aca-
demic programmes that require 
teaching in campus should not exceed 
50% until further notice.

The Higher Education Affairs Sector 
also sent circulars to higher education 
institutions for guidance to ensure the 
smooth integration of students in the 
new academic year and maintain their 
safety. The Higher Education Affairs 
Sector facilitates all necessary arrange-
ments and procedures to enable stu-
dents to complete higher education by 
providing various privileges such as 
government scholarships, scholarships 
and others.

The State encourages the private 
sector to invest in the higher education 
sector through a number of special 
laws, and has approved the estab-
lishment, equipment and development 
of universities. The number of univer-
sities in the State of Qatar reached 32 
universities in 2020, compared to 16 
universities in 2014. More than 39,000 
students enrolled in those universities 
during the 2019-20 academic year.

Higher education institutions in the 
State of Qatar offer 366 educational 
programmes for the academic year 
2020-21, with Qatar University, the 
Community College, College of the 

College of North Atlantic and Hamad 
Bin Khalifa University providing more 
than 57% of these programmes.

Higher education institutions in the 
State of Qatar are divided into 10 public 
institutions offering 206 academic pro-
grammes, 5 military institutions 
offering 19 academic programmes, 8 
institutions affiliated to Qatar Foun-
dation for Education, Science and Com-
munity Development offering 69 aca-
demic programmes, and 9 higher edu-
cation institutions affiliated to the 
private sector offering 72 academic 
programmes. 

Assistant undersecretary for Higher 
Education Affairs at the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education Dr. 
Khalid Al Ali 

As part of the preparations 
of the Higher Education 
Affairs Sector for the 
2021-22 academic 
year, Higher education 
institutions in the State 
of Qatar were directed to 
adopt the blended learning 
system for the first 
semester — fall of the 
2021-22 academic year. 

The ‘Back to School 
Campaign’ aims at 
promoting the efforts 
to control the spread 
of COVID-19. 

MoPH reports 179 new COVID-19 cases
tHE PEninSulA — DOHA

The Ministry of Public Health 
yesterday reported 179 new 
cases of COVID-19. 

Among them 65 were trav-
ellers returning from abroad. 

A total of 306  people 
recovered from COVID-19 

yesterday, bringing the total 
number of people recovered 
in Qatar to 229,046.

M e a n w h i l e ,  2 3 , 1 6 1 
COVID-19 vaccine doses were 
administered in 24 hours, 
while 4,392,745 vaccine doses 
have been administered since 
the start of the National 

COVID-19 Vaccination 
Program.

Also 93.9% of the eligible 
population (12 years and over) 
have now received at least one 
dose of the vaccine, whereas 
81.5%of the total population 
has now received at least one 
dose of the vaccine.

From page 1
“The future projects include 

developing national plan for 
conservation of non-flying wild 
mammals in Qatar; an inte-
grated system to control 
invasive myna birds in the 
country; issuance of a national 
list of fauna in Qatar,” said Al 
Shahwani.

Speaking to The Peninsula 
on the sideline of the event, Al 
Shahwani said that the event 

has been organised to introduce 
Department of Protection and 
Wildlife and its services. “The 
department is comprised of 
three sections – protection of 
wildlife, biodiversity and 
natural resources.”

He said that the department 
prepared strategies and signed 
a number of international 
agreements to preserve the bio-
diversity in the country.

“The strategies and plans of 

the department cover the issues 
of curbing desertification and 
monitoring all natural 
resources.”

He said that with the 
increasing awareness among 
citizens and expatriates about 
the importance of biodiversity, 
the violations related to wildlife 
declined remarkably. “Now 
very few violations like cutting 
green trees are being recorded,” 
said Al Shahwani.

MME implements 4 projects to preserve biodiversity

Director of the Protection and Wildlife Department talib Khalid 
Al Shahwani with other officials during the event.
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Global Affair Canada holds reception 
ceremony for Qatar’s Ambassador
QNA — DOHA

Global Affair Canada held a 
reception ceremony in honour 
for Ambassador of the State of 
Qatar to Canada H E Saud bin 
Abdullah Al Mahmoud on the 
occasion of the end of his 
tenure.

In a speech during the cer-
emony, Canadian Assistant 
Deputy Minister for Europe, 
Arctic, Middle East and Maghreb 
H E Sandra McCardell praised 
the distinguished relations 
between the State of Qatar and 
Canada. She commended the 
role of Ambassador Al 
Mahmoud during his term in 
order to consolidate these rela-
tions and enhance multi-field 
cooperation between the two 
countries.

For his part, Ambassador 
Al Mahmoud expressed his sat-
i s f a c t i o n  w i t h 

the developments in bilateral 
relations and the contacts that 
were achieved between the 
leaderships of the two coun-
tries during his time in Ottawa, 
most notably was the recent 
signing of an arrangement for 
defence cooperation between 
the State of Qatar and Canada 
and the convening of the first 
round of bilateral talks 
between the two countries. 

In addition, he pointed out 
the expansion of the air 
transport agreement and the 
increase in the rate of trade 
exchange between the two 
countries after the State of 
Qatar became Canada’s third 
trading partner in the Gulf 
region and the 11th in the 
Middle East and Maghreb 
region.

He affirmed the State of 
Qatar’s commitment to 
strengthening bilateral 

relations, which was clearly 
demonstrated by the support 
provided to return tens of 
thousands of Canadians from 
around the world during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as well 
as Qatar’s current efforts to 
evacuate civilians in Afghan-
istan and reach an intra-
Afghan peace agreement.

The reception was attended 
by a number of Their Excel-
l e n c i e s  A m b a s s a d o r s 
accredited to Canada, 
including Dean of Arab Ambas-
sadors and Their Excellencies 
Ambassadors of Iraq, Sudan, 
Tunisia, Turkey and the 
Russian Federation, as well as 
the President of the Canada 
Arab Business Council and Per-
manent Representative of the 
State of Qatar to the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organi-
zation (ICAO) Essa Abdullah Al 
Malki. 

Ambassador of  Qatar to Canada H E Saud bin Abdullah Al Mahmoud with Canadian Assistant Deputy 
Minister for Europe, Arctic, Middle East and Maghreb H E Sandra McCardell and other officials during 
a ceremony.

QNCECS celebrates 
International Youth Day
QNA — DOHA

Qatar National Commission 
for Education, Culture and 
Science (QNCECS) celebrated 
the International Youth Day 
for 2021, which came this year 
under the slogan “Trans-
forming Food Systems: Youth 
Innovation for Human and 
Planetary Health”.

The day was marked 
through video conference 
technology, in cooperation 
with the Office of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization 
(Unesco) in Doha, and with the 
participation of the Arab Edu-
cational, Cultural and Scien-
tific Organization (Alecso), the 
Ministry of Municipality and 
Environment, and the Ministry 
of Culture and Sports, and one 
of the winners of the Scien-
tific Excellence Award.

In her speech on the 
occasion, the Secretary 
General of Qatar National 
Commission for Education, 
Culture and Science Dr. 
Hamada Hasan Al Sulaiti, 
stated that the goals behind 
this celebration are to discuss 
a number of important issues 
embodied in the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, 
and the role of youth in con-
fronting and dealing with 
these issues at the individual 
and collective levels in the 
interest of restoring the health 
of the planet and humans, and 
integrating biodiversity in 
transforming food systems.

Al Sulaiti highlighted the 
role of youth in developing 
and building societies, and at 
the same time called on all 
community institutions to 
study how to transform the 
energies and creativity of 
youth into positive production 
elements that serve and 

develop society 
culturally, socially, 
economically and 
environmentally.

For her part, 
Guimar Bayo, on 
behalf of the 
Director of the 
Unesco Regional 
Office in Doha, Dr. 
Anna Pollini, said 
that the celebration 
of the International 
Youth Day aims to 
draw the attention 
of the international 
c o m m u n i t y 
towards the issues 

of this group of society, noting 
that the 2021 International 
Youth Day celebration is 
based on innovative solutions 
by young people to meet the 
challenges facing our food 
systems, as transforming food 
systems for human and planet 
health requires addressing 
threats to our environment, 
such as biodiversity loss and 
other threats, among others. 
environmental protection, 
which is at the core of 
Unesco’s mission.

The conference included 
presentations on climate 
change and its adverse effects, 
adaptation and mitigation, 
national policies, global efforts 
- national efforts, Qatari 
efforts in education and 
awareness about climate 
change and food security, and 
some important initiatives to 
adapt to climate change and 
mitigate its adverse effects. 

QNCECS Secretary General  Dr. Hamada Hasan 
Al Sulaiti

Teach For Qatar marks graduation of new batches of teachers
QNA — DOHA

Under the patronage and 
attendance of Founder and 
Chairperson of the Teach For 
Qatar organisation H E Sheikha 
Hind bint Hamad Al Thani, the 
organisation celebrated for the 
first time since its launch the 
graduation of its 5th and 6th 
batches who have successfully 
completed the Leadership 
Journey programme after two 
years of teaching in government 
schools in Qatar, during a cele-
bration held recently.

The ceremony was attended 
by Chief Executive Officer of 
Teach For Qatar Nasser Yousef 
Al Jaber, a number of school 
principals and partners of the 
organisation, staff and honoured 

graduates. A total of 82 Fellows 
graduated — 45 from the fifth 
batch and 37 from the sixth 
batch — 73% of which have 
chosen to continue teaching in 
government schools after the 
completion of their two-year 
commitment to Teach For Qatar.

Commenting on the 
occasion, Sheikha Hind bint 
Hamad Al Thani, said, “I am 
proud of the Fellows who have 
successfully completed their 
Leadership Journey, despite a 
particularly challenging year. 
The Teach For Qatar Fellows are 
the cornerstone of the pro-
grammes' success and are a tes-
tament to the programmes' com-
mitment to selecting determined 
passionate individuals who are 
dedicated to positively impacting 

their students learning.”
“The programme equipped 

them with crucial leadership 
skills which helped push them 
through the challenges they 
faced in this trying period, and 
these skills will continue to 
benefit them in any sector they 
choose to continue to impact,”  
Sheikha Hind added.

In his speech during the cer-
emony, Nasser Al Jaber 
addressed the cohort saying, “As 
Fellows, who have faced a 
global challenge no one was 
prepared for, and that changed 
the sector you worked in over-
night. We continue persevere 
through the ongoing tribula-
tions of the pandemic but as 
always we shall continue to 
learn from it.”

Al Jaber also expressed his 
gratitude and thanks to the sup-
porting partners who whole-
heartedly believe in Teach For 
Qatar's vision and mission, 
including the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Higher Education, 
for their continued support of 
our Fellows, Qatar Petroleum, 
and ExxonMobil Qatar. Their 
support has allowed Teach For 
Qatar to impact the lives of over 
18,500 students in Qatar's edu-
cation system since its launch. 

Ahmed Mansour went on to 
speak on behalf of the fifth 
cohort saying, “We had always 
heard people speak of the 
nobility of teaching and its 
beauty. But allow me to add that 
the beauty and nobility of 
teaching is reflected in those 

who chose to take on this role. 
We very proudly took on this 
role and carried it out with 
passion and dedication”.

Nada Bahzad spoke on 
behalf of the sixth cohort and 
recalling the many memories 
made during the Leadership 
Journey, a journey which 
encompassed hope, challenge, 
and many ups and downs. 

She reminded the Fellows 
of the great responsibility they 
have to their students and 
nation and reiterated that this 
responsibility does not end with 
the Leadership Journey saying, 
“The impact we can make is not 
just in the classroom, but rather 
is from wherever we choose to 
continue our journey. Our 
impact will not end here, nor 

will our ability to give back to 
our community; in fact, it has 
only just started.” 

The graduating Fellows had 
undergone Teach For Qatar’s 
training programme that 
focused on developing lead-
ership qualities in oneself first, 
and then moving to leading 
others, which gives the Fellow 
deep self-awareness that 
enables them not only to take 
responsibility for their growth 
as leaders, but also the ability 
to lead others efficiently and 
effectively through the practice 
of critical thinking and self-
awareness, which will thus 
allow them to develop their 
understanding of their personal 
role in bringing about change 
in their community. 

New mural by Qatari artist to be featured in Portland
tHE pENiNSulA — DOHA

Qatar Year of Culture yesterday 
announced the Portland, Oregon 
iteration of Jedarirat, a public art 
initiative that brings Qatari artists 
and mural art to the US, as part of 
Qatar-USA 2021 Year of Culture, 
an annual international cultural 
exchange designed to deepen 
understanding between nations and 
their people.

 In partnership with the 
Portland Street Art Alliance (PSAA), 
Qatari artist Fatima Al Sharshani 
will paint a new mural on a building 
wall located at 636 SE 10th Ave. The 
featured work, entitled The Never 
Ending You is an expression of con-
tinuity and infinity. Al Sharshani 
has been working in calligraphy art 
since 2011 and is the founder of 
Qaif, a calligraphy company.  The 
Never Ending You is an abstract 
piece that merges Arabic letters 
into a shape of a circle, repre-
senting continuity. The inner depth 
of the circle is a sensory expression 
that sparks a notion of infinity, and 
the never-ending power that lives 
within us.  

 Similar to Jedarirat, the Portland 
Street Art Alliance was created to 
advance street art culture and 
empower artists to activate the 
spaces where they live and work. 
Fatima’s artwork will be a part of a 
larger programme to update and 
revamp building walls within the 
Central Eastside Industrial District 

and will be located alongside murals 
by local artists including John Vance, 
Daniel Santollo, Jade Sturms, Sunny 
Beard, Isis Fisher, Jesus Torralba, 
Rupezzy, and more. 

 “We are so excited to continue 
the Jedarirat programme throughout 
the United States,” said Aisha Al 
Attiya, Head of QM’s Years of 
Culture. “By introducing talented 
Qatar-based artists like Fatima Al 
Sharshani to the US, we’re con-
tinuing to build the Years of Culture 
programme and create a mutual 
partnership and understanding 
between the US and Qatar 
cultures.”

“I am incredibly proud and 

grateful for this opportunity to rep-
resent my country, Qatar, abroad in 
the Qatar-USA 2021 Year of 
Culture,” shared Fatima Al Shar-
shani. “I am honored to share my 
story through art and highlight the 
beauty of Arabic calligraphy on the 
walls of Portland.”

 Jedarirat is an annual pro-
gramme in Qatar developed by Qatar 
Museums under the patronage of its 
Chairperson H E Sheikha Al Mayassa 
bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani in 
2020 to add vibrancy and meaning 
to the walls of Doha through murals, 
encouraging individuals to reflect on 
social, historical, and cultural 
conversations. 

A concept drawing for Fatima Al Sharshani’s Jedarirat.

Al Sulaiti highlighted 
the role of youth 
in developing and 
building societies, 
and called on 
all community 
institutions to study 
how to transform 
the energies and 
creativity of youth 
into positive 
production elements. 

MoPH to launch National Oral 
and Dental Health Campaign
QNA — DOHA

The Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) will 
launch the National Oral and Dental 
Health Campaign in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education, the Primary Health Care 
Corporation (PHCC) and the Police 
Hospital at the Ministry of Interior from 
September 1.

The one-month campaign is part of 
the outcome of the National Oral and 
Dental Health Committee, which aims at 
increasing awareness on the importance 
of oral and dental health and promoting 
communication between dental services 
and prevention sections in various health 
institutions and sectors in the society.

The campaign targets preparatory 
and secondary students in nearly 18 
public and private schools by giving 
virtual awareness lectures on the impor-
tance of oral and dental health, during 
the second week of the campaign launch. 
All primary schools will also participate 
in the campaign by publishing educa-
tional materials on their websites in the 
third week of the campaign.

The fourth and final week of the cam-
paign will be devoted to educating 
smokers and diabetics through clinics 

specialised in diabetes patients and com-
bating smoking.  The campaign also 
targets all segments of the society such 
as children, adolescents and adults. It also 
encourages a healthy diet and reducing 
sugar in food and beverages.

As part of the campaign, educational 
awareness publications about oral and 
dental health will be published on social 
media and on display screens at public 
entrances to government and private hos-
pitals and waiting areas. 

Free medical consultations will be 
provided by dentists who will answer all 
questions that will be asked by the public 
via the Twitter account of the Ministry of 
Public Health, throughout the month of 
September. Within the framework of the 
National Health Strategy 2018-2022 and 
under the umbrella of the National Oral 
and Dental Health Committee, the 
Primary Health Care Corporation, in 
cooperation with health authorities in the 
State of Qatar, has implemented the 
National Oral and Dental Health Survey 
for children aged between 4 and 8 years. 

Hamad Medical Corporation and the 
Police Hospital at the Ministry of Interior 
and Qatar Petroleum took part in the 
survey, in cooperation with the University 
of Adelaide in Australia.

Preliminary lists of Shura Council election 
candidates to be announced today

From page 1

“These bank accounts are subject to 
control by the authorities concerned, and 
if a candidate violates these laws, he will 
expose himself to punishment.”

For his part, Dr. Ghanem bin Mubarak 
Al Ali, Vice-Chairman of the Media 
Support Committee for the Shura Council 

elections said that more than 200 aspiring 
candidates registered with the committee 
will benefit from the media services.

He added that there is a good demand 
from candidates for media services and 
the committee is still providing services 
through Qatar Media Corporation (QMC) 
which will continue until September 10.

Qatar’s industrial sector PPI rises by 94.9% in July
From page 1

The PPI of Electricity and Water 
group showed a decrease of 0.9 
percent compared to June 2021, 

resulting from prices fall in “Water” 
by 1.5 percent, and in “Electricity” 
by 0.4 percent. When compared the 
PPI of July 2021, to the PPI of July 

2020 (Y-o-Y), showed an increase 
of 10.7 percent, affected by prices 
rise in “Water” by 11.9 percent, and 
in “Electricity” by 9.4 percent.



THE PENINSULA — DOHA

COVID-19 has created new 
challenges for families 
worldwide, but research has 
shown that it has also 
strengthened relationships – 
through increased communi-
cation and respect – helping 
families overcome some of the 
issues associated with the 
pandemic. 

In the recently held inter-
national teleconference titled 
“How Strong Families Around 
the World Endure the Global 
Pandemic”, researchers from 
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin 
America, North America, 
Oceania, and the Middle East 
gathered to discuss COVID-19 
and how it is impacting families 
in their countries. 

Topics discussed included 
how families are using their 
inherent strengths to endure the 

effects of the pandemic, and 
how to further reinforce the 
family unit through the global 
crisis. 

Doha International Family 
Institute (DIFI), a member of 
Qatar Foundation (QF), was 
represented by Heba Al Farra, 
Family Policy Officer, and Aisha 
Sultan, Researcher. 

The event, held over three 
days, saw presentations from 
12 groups of speakers followed 
by Q&A sessions attended by 
around 2,000 participants from 
across the globe. 

During the session, Al Farra 
and Sultan presented the 
findings of two DIFI studies on 
the family during COVID-19.  

 Sultan’s presentation, titled 
“The Strengths and Challenges 
of Families during COVID-19 in 
Qatar”, explored the impact of 
COVID-19 on family cohesion 
in Qatar. 

The study aims to identify 
the effects of pandemic-asso-
ciated challenges on families 
and gain a better understanding 
of the attitudes, coping strat-
egies, and resources used by 
family members, as well as rec-
ommended suitable inter-
vention policies, programs, and 
services to aid families in 
similar crises.

The study showed that more 
than 60 percent of participants 
feel the pandemic positively 
impacted their family cohesion, 
strengthened family bonds, and 
brought them closer to imme-
diate family members. 

It also identified that love, 
support, communication, and 

respect between family 
members were magnified, and 
that through discussions and 
problem solving, family 

members’ resilience or ability 
to cope improved.  

“The Role of the Family on 
Adolescent Wellbeing during 
COVID-19”, presented by Al 
Farra, focused on family factors 
that have influenced adolescent 
health – before and during 
COVID-19. 

The project suggests that 
secure attachments between 
parents and children maximizes 
protective factors and lowers 
risk elements. 

The primary protective 
factors included strict and con-
tinuous rule setting, conscious 
surveillance, open and healthy 
communication, emotional 
support, and role model 
behavior, whereas learned neg-
ative social behavior, dysfunc-
tional parenting methods, 
limited surveillance, frequent 
fights, and lack of family 
cohesion were risk issues.
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The study aims to identify the effects 
of pandemic-associated challenges on 
families and gain a better understanding 
of the attitudes, coping strategies, and 
resources used by family members, 
as well as recommended suitable 
intervention policies, programmes, and 
services to aid families in similar crises.

DIFI discusses factors that influence family wellbeing during COVID-19

Heba Al Farra 

Northwestern Qatar's 13th class represents diverse cultures 
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Northwestern Qatar welcomed 
its largest and most diverse 
class—the Class of 2025—which 
will join a community that 
spans the globe, representing 
nearly 60 nationalities.

“The diversity of our newest 
class,” Marwan M. Kraidy, dean 
and CEO of Northwestern 
Qatar, said, “embodies the 
uniqueness of Northwestern 
Qatar and Education City – a 
global institution nested in 
Qatar, the Arab world, and the 
Global South. 

These new students rep-
resent many cultures and lan-
guages, and along with the 12 
classes before them, make 
Northwestern Qatar the special 
place that it is.”

Among the more than 130 
students making up the class, 
many from nations and cultural 
backgrounds represented for 
the first time at Northwestern 
Qatar, are students with a wide 
array of unique talents and 
interests.

Sara Mozafari is a rising star 
violinist and the first student 
from Serbia to join North-
western Qatar. 

Mozafari says that she has 
always been inspired by the com-
poser John Williams and his ability 
to tell stories through his music. 

She plans to study the 
science of storytelling at North-
western to better understand 
how her music can have an 
impact similar to Williams.

“As someone who is half 
Serbian and half Iranian, my 
cultural background has always 
been part of my identity as an 
international violinist,” 
Mozafari said. “Listening to the 
work of John Williams really 
inspired me to apply to NU-Q 

so I can understand how to use 
my passion for playing the 
violin to tell stories of identity 
and belonging.”

For Fatema Janahi, a Bah-
raini who grew up in Qatar, her 
interest in majoring in commu-
nication has developed after 
attending a Northwestern Qatar 
summer program that made her 
realize the role of mass media 
in contributing to the region’s 

development. 
“Media is not only about 

writing an article or making a 
film, she said, “ [but it is also] 
about making an impact, and I 
really hope that, as North-
western students, we can make 
an impact in our countries 
through our work,” she added.

Born and raised in the 
United States to a Palestinian 
family, Yousef Abdul Fattah 
decided to study media in the 
Middle East to connect with the 
region where his family lived 
and to contribute to changing 
how the Arab world is repre-
sented in the U.S. media.

 “For me,” he said, “studying 
at NU-Q was the perfect choice 
was because I wanted to fully 
connect with the region, so I can 
try to correct how we are por-
trayed in Western media.”

Another member of the new 
class is Lebanese-Colombian 
debater Fairuz Isaa, whose 
upbringing between Colombia, 
Venezuela, and Qatar made her 
aware of the power of story-
telling in bridging cultural gaps. 

For Issa, who plans to major 
in journalism and pursue 
courses in social sciences, 
studying at Northwestern Qatar 
is a gateway to building global 
connections and to promoting 
understanding across cultures 
and differences.

In welcoming the new class 
to the school, Alex Schultes, 
Northwestern Qatar’s assistant 
dean for the student experience, 
said the diverse views and 
experiences that the new stu-
dents bring will help enrich 
campus life and enhance 
learning opportunities for all 
community members. 

“Our Northwestern family 
in Doha hails from five con-
tinents,” he noted, “learning 
more about one another and 
embracing shared values, as 
we strive to inspire the next 
generation of global leaders, 
will provide a formative uni-
versity experience for stu-
dents through learning pro-
grams, services, and men-
toring for our students and 
alumni.” 

More than 130 students make up Northwestern Qatar’s 13th incoming class.

MES school marks 
National Sports Day of India
THE PENINSULA ‑ DOHA

MES Indian School observed 
National Sports Day of India 
yesterday to encourage 
students to participate in 
physical activities and to ensure 
physical and mental fitness 
especially during the pandemic. 

National Sports Day also 
known as ‘Rashtirya Khel 
Diwas’ is celebrated every year 
on August 29 to mark the birth 
anniversary of Major Dhyan 
Chand, an Indian field hockey 
player, who was regarded as 
one of the greatest in the 
history of the sport and widely 
acclaimed for his extraordinary 
goal-scoring feats in the inter-
national sports arena. 

To mark the Occasion MES 
conducted sports activities such 
as online sports quiz, push-up, 
plank and skipping activities 
for the students whose partic-
ipation was overwhelming.

The school Principal, 

Hameeda Kadar remarked that 
sports and games are imper-
ative for the well-being as well 
as the holistic growth of the 
students. 

Engaging in sports activity 
offers several health benefits, 
especially to those students 
who are confined to home due 
to pandemic reasons, she 
added. 

Head of the Department of 
Physical Education, Akbar Ali 
K.T coordinated the event for 
the students.  

MES Indian school students during an event organised to mark 
National Sports Day of India.

AAB gives top priority to health and safety  
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Abdullah Abdulghani & Bros. Co. 
(AAB), the exclusive distributor of 
Toyota and Lexus in Qatar, in coop-
eration with the Ministry of Public 
Health’s (MoPH) Contact Tracing 
Team, proceeded with its initiative 
for workplace safety.

This came under AAB’s on-going 
company-wide COVID-19 Screening 
(PCR) test for AAB employees spread 
across its Head Quarters at Al 
Abdulghani Tower, Toyota and Lexus 
showrooms, service centers and 
accommodations.

The employees were tested at 9 
different locations 
within the company. 
This is the second time 
within the year that AAB 
embarked on this safety 
initiative. Contact 
tracing is a critical 
activity to reduce trans-
mission and control the 
pandemic within the 
country. 

The activity helps 
protect the community 
by alerting them if they 
have been exposed to 
the virus and to take 
measures to monitor 
their health. 

Concurrently with 
the test, flu vaccination 
was also conducted at 
the employees’ accom-
modations. With the 
safety and good health 
of its customers, 
e m p l o y e e s  a n d 

community as a priority since the 
onset of the pandemic, 

AAB has been proactive in imple-
menting health and safety protocols 
in all its various locations. It has been 
adhering closely to the implemen-
tation of the latest regulations and 
guidelines on COVID19 throughout 
its operations and services.

Such measures include social dis-
tancing, wearing masks, green 
Ehteraz entry with thermal scanning 
and regular sanitising and disin-
fection at its premises and vehicles 
across all locations to ensure peace 
of mind among its customers and 
employees. 

AAB has also encouraged and 
motivated its employees to get vac-
cinated from COVID-19. It has duly 
coordinated with the Qatar Vacci-
nation Centre for the vaccination 
schedules of its employees staying at 
the accommodations. To date, 91% 
of its total number of employees are 
already fully vaccinated.

This safety initiative highlights 
AAB’s commitment in ensuring a safe 
environment for its customers and 
employees and the true dedication 
of MoPH and the front liners in 
serving the community by monitoring 
and taking effective measures for the 
prevention of the pandemic.  

“The diversity of our 
newest class,” Marwan 
M. Kraidy, dean and 
CEO of Northwestern 
Qatar, said, “embodies 
the uniqueness of 
Northwestern Qatar 
and Education City – a 
global institution nested 
in Qatar, the Arab 
world, and the Global 
South. 

Engaging in sports 
activity offers several 
health benefits, 
especially to those 
students who are 
confined to home due 
to pandemic reasons

AAB employees  
undergoing 
COVID-19 tests 
to ensure health 
and safety. 
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Israel bombs Hamas 
targets in Gaza Strip
AP — JERusALEM

Israeli planes struck Hamas 
militant targets in the Gaza Strip 
early yesterday, hours after violent 
clashes between Palestinian 
protesters and troops along the 
border.

The Israeli military said in a 
statement that planes bombed a 
Hamas facility in the Gaza Strip in 
response to the launching of 
incendiary balloons into southern 
Israel and violent protests staged 
for a second consecutive week.

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett spoke to reporters in 
Washington before he boarded a 
flight to Israel, wrapping up a state 
visit that culminated with a face-
to-face meeting with President Joe 
Biden. It was the first since Bennett 
took office in June.

“We will operate in Gaza 

according to our interests,” he said 
in Hebrew on the tarmac.

Bennett said he “achieved all 
the objectives for the trip” to 
Washington, including strategic 
cooperation in preventing Iran 
from obtaining nuclear weapons.

On Saturday, hundreds of 
Hamas-backed activists staged a 
nighttime protest along the Israeli 
border, throwing explosives 

toward Israeli forces who 
responded with live fire. Gaza 
health officials said three people 
were injured by Israeli fire. Addi-
tional protests were planned 
through the week.

Organisers said the protests 
are meant to increase pressure 
on Israel to lift its blockade of the 
Palestinian territory. Israel and 
Egypt have maintained the 
blockade since Hamas seized 
control of Gaza in 2007 after 
winning Palestinian elections. 
Israel and Hamas have fought 
four wars since, the most recent 
in May.

The blockade restricts the 
movement of goods and people 
in and out of Gaza and has 
ravaged the territory’s economy. 
Israel has tightened the closure 
since an 11-day war in May, 
demanding the return of the 

remains of two dead soldiers and 
freedom for two Israeli civilians 
believed to be in Hamas 
captivity.

Egypt is working to shore up 
a cease-fire to end May’s fighting 

and appeared to be making 
progress last week. 

At least 260 Palestinians 
were killed during May’s Hamas-
Israel war, including 67 children 
and 39 women, according to the 

Gaza health ministry. Hamas has 
acknowledged the deaths of 80 
fighters. Twelve civilians, 
including two children, were 
killed in Israel, along with one 
soldier.

A Palestinian woman looks out of her house damaged in Israeli bombing, in Beit Hanoun, northern 
Gaza Strip, yesterday.

Missile, drone attack on Yemeni air base kills at least 30
AP — sANA'A

A missile and drone attack on a 
key military base in Yemen’s 
south yesterday killed at least 30 
troops, a Yemeni military 
spokesman said. It was one of the 
deadliest attacks in the country’s 
civil war in recent years.

Mohammed Al Naqib, 
spokesman for Yemen’s southern 
forces said the attack on Al Anad 
Air Base in the province of Lahj 
wounded at least 65. He said the 
casualty toll could rise since 
rescue teams were still clearing 
the site.

Graphic footage from the 
scene showed several charred 
bodies on the ground with ambu-
lance sirens blaring in the 

background.
Yemeni officials said at least 

three explosions took place at the 
air base, which is held by the 
internationally recognized gov-
ernment. No one immediately 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack.

Yemen has been embroiled 
in a civil war since 2014, when 
Houthi rebels swept across much 
of the north and seized the 
capital, Sanaa, forcing the inter-
nationally recognised gov-
ernment into exile. The Saudi-led 
coalition entered the war the fol-
lowing year on the side of the 
government.

A ballistic missile landed in 
the base’s training area, where 
dozens of troops were doing 

morning exercises, the officials 
said. Medics described a chaotic 
scene following the explosions, 
with soldiers carrying their 
wounded colleagues to safety, 
fearing another attack.

Solider Nasser Saeed sur-
vived that attack. He was taken 
along with other wounded to the 
Naqib hospital in Aden. He said 
a barracks that housed over 50 
troops had been hit by missiles, 
then explosives-laden drones.

“We were able to shoot down 
one (drone),” he said. “Many were 
killed and wounded.” Most of the 
wounded were taken to the 
nearby Ibn Khaldun hospital, 
where health officials said many 
of the wounded were in critical 
condition and suffer third degree 

burns. The officials blamed the 
Houthis for the attack on the 
base, once the site of US intelli-
gence operations against Al 
Qaeda’s powerful Yemeni 
affiliate. The officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to brief 
media.

The military spokesman for 
the Houthis did not confirm or 
deny the attack, which carried 
the hallmarks of the Iranian-
backed rebels. The Houthis have 
previously launched similar 
attacks, including one by a bomb-
laden drone on Al Anad in 
January 2019 that killed six 
troops.

The Iranian-backed rebels 
also launched a missile attack on 

the airport in the southern city of 
Aden in December as gov-
ernment officials arrived. That 
attack killed at least 25 people 
and wounded 110 others.

The Houthis had seized the 
Al Anad base in the months after 
their 2014 takeover of Sanaa, 
before government forces 
reclaimed it during the battle to 
reverse the gains of the rebels.

Yesterday’s attack on the 
base came as the Houthi rebels 
face stiff resistance and suffered 
heavy losses in their months-long 
attempt to take the crucial city of 
Marib from the internationally 
recognized government. Thou-
sands of fighters, mostly from the 
Houthis, were killed in recent 
months in Marib.

Macron visits Mosul destroyed by IS war
AP — MOsuL

French President Emmanuel 
Macron yesterday visited Iraq’s 
northern city of Mosul, which 
suffered widespread destruction 
during the war to defeat the 
Islamic State group in 2017. He 
vowed to fight alongside regional 
governments against terrorism.

Macron said IS carried out 
deadly attacks throughout the 
world from its self-declared 
caliphate in parts of Syria and 
Iraq. He said IS did not differen-
tiate between people’s religion 
and nationality when it came to 
killing, noting that the extremists 
killed many Muslims.

“We will do whatever we 
can, shoulder to shoulder, with 
the governments of the region 
and with the Iraqi government 

to fight against this terrorism,” 
Macron said in English following 
a visit to an iconic mosque that 
was destroyed by the extremists. 

“We will be present alongside 
with sovereign governments to 
restore peace.” 

Macron said France will help 
in rebuilding mutual respect as 
well as monuments, churches, 
schools and mosques and most 
importantly “economic 
opportunity.” 

Despite the defeat of IS on 
the battlefield in Iraq and Syria, 
the group’s sleeper cells still carry 
out deadly attacks in both coun-
tries and an affiliate of the group 
claimed Thursday’s attacks at 
Kabul’s airport in Afghanistan 
that killed scores.

Macron began his visit to 
Mosul by touring the Our Lady 

of the Hour Church, a Catholic 
church that was badly damaged 
during the rule of IS that lasted 
from 2014 until the extremists’ 
defeat three years later. Iraqi 
children dressed in white and 
waving Iraqi and French flags 
sang upon Macron’s arrival.

Macron left the church in the 
early afternoon and headed to 
Mosul’s landmark Al Nuri 
mosque, which was blown up in 
the battle with IS militants in 
2017 and is being rebuilt.

The mosque, also known as 
The Great Mosque of Al Nuri, 
and its iconic leaning minaret 
were built in the 12th century. It 
was from the mosque’s pulpit 
that IS’s self-styled caliph, Abu 
Bakr Al Baghdadi, declared the 
caliphate’s establishment in 
2014.

French President Emmanuel Macron tours the Old City of Mosul, Iraq,  yesterday.

Iran and Syria vow to 
confront US sanctions

AP — DAMAsCus

Iran and Syria vowed 
yesterday to take “mighty 
steps” to confront US sanc-
tions imposed on the two 
regional allies, saying their 
relations will strengthen 
under Iran’s new leadership.

The announcement was 
made by Iran’s new Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir-Abdol-
lahian, who was received at 
the airport a visit to Damascus 
by his Syrian counterpart, 
Faisal Mekdad.

Iran has been one of 
Syrian President Bashar 
Assad’s strongest backers, 
sending thousands of fighters 
from around the region to 
help his troops in Syria’s 
10-year conflict that has killed 
half a million and displaced 
half the country’s pre-war 
population of 23 million.

With the help of Russia 
and Iran, Syrian government 
forces now control much of 
Syria. But the country has 

been suffering for years under 
American and European 
Union sanctions.

US Treasury sanctions 
have targeted a network that 
spans Syria, Iran and Russia, 
and which is responsible for 
shipping oil to the Syrian 
government.

American sanctions were 
imposed on Tehran after 
former President Donald 
Trump pulled America out of 
a nuclear deal between Iran 
and world powers in 2018.

The sanctions have 
caused severe fuel shortages 
in Syria, which has been 
relying mostly on Iranian oil 
shipments that have been 
subjected to mysterious 
attacks over the past two 
years. Syria has blamed Israel 
for the attacks.

“The leadership of the two 
countries will together take 
mighty steps to confront eco-
nomic terrorism and reduce 
pressure on our people,” 
Amir-Abdollahian said at the 
airport. He did not say how 
the two countries will fight 
the sanctions.

Amir-Abdollahian’s visit 
to Syria comes a day after he 
represented Iran in a con-
ference attended by officials 
from around the Middle East 
aimed at easing regional ten-
sions. Amir-Abdollahian 
described Syria as the “land of 
resistance,” adding that 
Damascus and Tehran had 
worked together “on the 
ground and achieved joint 
victories.”

 Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian

Israel offering booster to all vaccinated people
REutERS — JERusALEM

Israel yesterday began offering 
a COVID-19 booster to children 
as young as 12, and its prime 
minister said a campaign that 
began a month ago among 
seniors has slowed a rise in 
severe illness caused by the 
Delta variant.

Announcing the decision, 
top Israeli health officials said 
the effectiveness of the second 
dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine waned six months after 

administration, making a 
booster necessary.

“The third dose brings us to 
the level of protection achieved 
by the second dose, when it was 
fresh,” said Sharon Alroy-Preis, 
head of public health at Israel’s 
Health Ministry.

“That means, people are 10 
times more protected after the 
third vaccine dose,” she told a 
news conference, where the 
expanded booster drive was 
announced.

Those eligible for the third 

shot can receive it provided at 
least five months have passed 
since their second jab — a time-
frame shorter than an eight-
month interval in effect in the 
United States, which is consid-
ering cutting the waiting time.

Hoping to curb the spread 
of the highly contagious Delta 
variant, Israel began adminis-
tering the booster to its older 
population a month ago and has 
been gradually lowering the age 
of eligibility. It stood at 30 before 
yesterday’s announcement.

Iran appoints 
new head of 
nuclear agency
TEHRAN: Iran’s president 
yesterday appointed a new 
director of the country’s nuclear 
department, state TV reported, 
replacing the nation’s most 
prominent nuclear scientist with 
a UN-sanctioned minister who 
has no reported experience in 
nuclear energy but ties to the 
defence ministry.

Iran’s newly elected Pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi chose 
Mohammad Eslami, a 64-year-
old civil engineer who previ-
ously oversaw the country’s 
road network, to lead Iran’s 
civilian nuclear programme and 
serve as one of several vice 
presidents. He succeeds Ali 
Akbar Salehi, a US-educated 
scientist who was a key player 
during the years of intense 
international diplomacy that led 
to Tehran’s now-tattered 2015 
landmark nuclear deal with 
world powers. -AP 

Militants kill 19 
in eastern 
Congo village
BENI: Suspected militants 
killed at least 19 people in a 
raid on a village in eastern 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo, local authorities said.

The attackers looted 
houses and started fires in 
Kasanzi-Kithovo near Virunga 
National Park in North Kivu 
province overnight between 
Friday and Saturday, they 
said.

“I don’t know where to go 
with my two children,” vil-
lager Kahindo Lembula, who 
lost four of her relatives in the 
attack, told Reuters by phone. 
“Only God will help us.” 

The head of Buliki district, 
Kalunga Meso, and local rights 
group CEPADHO blamed the 
assault on the Allied Demo-
cratic Forces (ADF) — a mil-
itant group accused of killing 
thousands of people in recent 
years, mostly in remote 
areas.-Reuters

Yemen gets first 
batch of 
J&J vaccines
ADEN:  Yemen received its first 
shipment of COVID-19 
vaccines made by Johnson & 
Johnson yesterday, roughly 
151,000 doses, the health 
ministry said.

The desperately poor 
country, where health infra-
structure has been devastated 
by six years of war, received 
360,000 doses of Astra-
Zeneca’s vaccine in March 
through COVAX. This shipment 
is the first batch of a total of 
504,000 doses it is set to 
receive from the United States. 

The single-dose vaccines 
arrived as the United Nations 
warned early this month that 
Yemen, where only roughly 1% 
of the population is vaccinated, 
faces a third wave of 
COVID-19. -Reuters

Abu Dhabi mandates booster 
shot for Sinopharm recipients
AP — DuBAI

The capital of the United Arab 
Emirates yesterday ordered all 
residents who received the 
Chinese  s tate-backed 
Sinopharm coronavirus vaccine 
over six months ago to get a 
booster shot by September 20, 
adding that recipients of other 
vaccines do not need the third 
dose.

Abu Dhabi, which imposed 

some of the region’s most 
stringent vaccine restrictions 
this summer, hardened its 
stance yesterday, saying that 
those who received two doses 
of Sinopharm will no longer be 
able to access places like malls, 
schools and gyms without a 
third booster shot.

The new rule adds to 
growing questions over the 
coronavirus protection offered 
by China’s Sinpoharm vaccine.

At least 260 
Palestinians were 
killed during May’s 
Hamas-Israel war, 
including 67 children 
and 39 women, 
according to the Gaza 
health ministry.
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US air strike hits bombers 
targeting Kabul airport
AP — KABuL

A US air strike yesterday 
targeted a vehicle carrying 
“multiple suicide bombers” 
from Afghanistan’s Islamic State 
affiliate before they could target 
the ongoing American military 
evacuation at Kabul’s interna-
tional airport, officials said.

There were few initial 
details about the incident, as 
well as a rocket that struck a 
neighbourhood just northwest 
of the airport, killing a child. The 
two strikes initially appeared to 
be separate incidents, though 
information on both remained 
scarce.

The strike came as the 
United States winds down a his-
toric airlift that saw tens of 
thousands evacuated from 
Kabul’s international airport, 
the scene of much of the chaos 
that engulfed the Afghan capital 
since the Taliban took over two 
weeks ago. After an Islamic 
State affiliate’s suicide attack 
that killed over 180 people, the 
Taliban increased its security 
around the airfield as Britain 
ended its evacuation flights 
Saturday.

US military cargo planes 
continued their runs into the 
airport yesterday, ahead of a 
Tuesday deadline earlier set by 
President Joe Biden to withdraw 
all troops from America’s 
longest war. 

H o w e v e r ,  A f g h a n s 
remaining behind in the country 
worry about the Taliban 
reverting to their earlier 
oppressive rule — something 
fuelled by the recent shooting 
death of a folk singer in the 
country by the insurgents.

Tal iban spokesman 

Zabihullah Mujahid earlier said 
in a message to journalists that 
the US strike targeted a suicide 
bomber as he drove a vehicle 
loaded with explosives. Mujahid 
offered few other details.

Two American military offi-
cials, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity to discuss military oper-
ations, called the air strike suc-
cessful. They said the strike caused 
“significant secondary explosions” 
indicating the presence of a sub-
stantial amount of explosive 
material in the vehicle.

The strike was the second 
by America since the airport 
suicide bombing. On Saturday, 
a strike in Nangarhar province 
killed an Islamic State member 
believed to be involved in 
planning attacks against the 
United States in Kabul. The 
strike killed one person, 
spokesman Navy Captaian 
William Urban said.

The rocket attack mean-
while struck Kabul’s Khuwja 
Bughra neighbourhood, said 
Rashid, the Kabul police chief 
who goes by one name. Video 
obtained in the aftermath of the 
attack showed smoke rising 
from building at the site around 
a kilometre from the airport.

No group immediately 
claimed the attack, however 

militants have fired rockets in 
the past.

Meanwhile, the family of a 
folk singer north of Kabul said 
the Taliban killed him.

The shooting of Fawad 
Andarabi came in the Andarabi 
Valley for which he was named, 
an area of Baghlan province 
some 100km north of Kabul. 
The valley had seen upheaval 
since the Taliban takeover, with 
some districts in the area 
coming under the control of 
militia fighters opposed to the 
Taliban rule. The Taliban say 
they have since retaken those 
areas, though neighbouring 
Panjshir in the Hindu Kush 
mountains remains the only one 
of Afghanistan’s 34 provinces 
not under its control.

The Taliban previously 
came out to Andarabi’s home 
and searched it, even drinking 
tea with the musician, his son 
Jawad Andarabi said. But some-
thing changed on Friday.

“He was innocent, a singer 
who only was entertaining 
people,” his son said. “They shot 
him in the head on the farm.”

His son said he wanted 
justice and that a local Taliban 
council promised to punish his 
father’s killer.

Mujahid, the Taliban 
spokesman,said that the insur-
gents would investigate the 
incident, but had no other 
details on the killing.

Andarabi played the 
ghichak, a bowed lute, and sang 
traditional songs about his 
birthplace, his people and 
Afghanistan as a whole. A video 
online showed him at one per-
formance, sitting on a rug with 
the mountains of home sur-
rounding him as he sang.

A US Marine frisking a woman as she goes through the Evacuation Control Centre at Hamid Karzai 
International Airport, Kabul, Afghanistan. 

Veteran Afghan strongmen to form new 
front for negotiations with Taliban
REUtERS — KABuL

A band of veteran Afghan 
leaders, including two regional 
strongmen, are angling for talks 
with the Taliban and plan to 
meet within weeks to form a 
new front for holding negotia-
tions on the country’s next 
government, a member of a 
group said.

Khalid Noor, son of Atta 
Mohammad Noor, the once-
powerful governor of northern 
Afghanistan’s Balkh province, 
said the group comprised of 
veteran ethnic Uzbek leader 
Abdul Rashid Dostum and 
others opposed to the Taliban’s 
takeover.

 “We prefer to negotiate col-
lectively, because it is not that 
the problem of Afghanistan will 
be solved just by one of us,” 
Noor, 27, said in an interview 

from an undisclosed location.
 “So, it is important for the 

entire political community of 
the country to be involved, 
especially the traditional 
leaders, those with power, with 
public support,” Noor said.

The backroom discussions 
are a sign of the country’s tra-
ditional strongmen coming 
back to life after the Taliban’s 
stunning military campaign.

 It will be a challenge for 
any entity to rule Afghanistan 
for long without consensus 
between the country’s 
patchwork of ethnicities, most 
analysts say.

 “The Taliban at this point 
are very, very arrogant, because 
they just won militarily. But 
what we assume (is) that they 
know the risk of ruling the way 
they did before,” Noor said, 
referring to the previous 

Taliban regime’s exclusion of 
minority ethnic groups.

 Despite a commitment to 
negotiations, Noor said there 
was a “huge risk” that the talks 
could fail, leading the group to 
already prepare for an armed 
resistance against the Taliban.

“Surrender is out of the 
question for us,” said Noor, the 
youngest member of the erst-
while Afghan government’s 
team that held talks with the 
Taliban in Qatar.

 Ahmad Massoud, leader of 
Afghanistan’s last major outpost 
of anti-Taliban resistance, last 
week also said he hoped talks 
with the Taliban would lead to 
an inclusive government, failing 
which his forces were ready to 
fight.  It remains uncertain how 
much popular support is 
actually enjoyed by leaders like 
Atta Noor, and Dostum.

Thailand to allow local flights to 
resume in coronavirus-risk areas
BANGKOK: Thailand will allow some domestic flights to and from 
Bangkok and other high risk areas for COVID-19 to resume from 
September 1, the country’s aviation authority said yesterday, to 
help boost economic activity.

 The announcement follows the easing of tough restrictions 
in 29 high-risk provinces from next month, including allowing 
more provincial travel and the reopening of shopping malls, as 
the government tries to revive a struggling economy hit by the 
outbreak.

 Local fights can fly at up to 75% capacity and passengers will 
have to follow travel conditions at destinations such as presenting 
proof of vaccinations and COVID-19 testing results, the Civil Avi-
ation Authority of Thailand (CAAT) said in a statement.

 Flights related to areas under a tourism reopening scheme 
will also be allowed, it said.

 Airlines, including Asia Aviation and Bangkok Airways, have 
announced the resumption of some local flights from next week.

 The relaxed curbs come as Thailand’s biggest wave of infec-
tions shows some signs of easing after a daily record high of more 
than 23,000 new cases earlier this month amid an outbreak of 
the highly transmissible Delta variant. Yesterday, it reported 16,536 
new cases and 264 deaths. - Reuters

India’s Bharat Biotech scouts for 
international vaccine partners
NEW DELHI: Indian vaccine maker Bharat Biotech is seeking 
international manufacturing partners as it targets a billion 
doses of its COVID-19 vaccine each year, the company said 
yesterday.

COVAXIN, the company’s home-grown COVID-19 vaccine 
approved for emergency use in India, is one of two shots driving 
the country’s massive vaccination programme.

Bharat Biotech said it was exploring opportunities with its 
international partners who have expertise in commercial-scale 
manufacturing of inactivated viral vaccines.

“We want to ensure that Bharat Biotech can ably meet the 
demand for COVAXIN such that individuals across the country, 
and the globe, have access to the vaccine,” chairman and man-
aging director Krishna Ella said in a statement.

Last month, Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya told par-
liament that Bharat Biotech would supply 25 million doses in July 
and 35 million in August, less than half what the government had 
initially expected. - Reuters

China protests US ships in Taiwan Strait
AP — BEIJINg

China’s defence ministry 
protested on Saturday the 
passage of a US Navy warship 
and Coast Guard cutter through 
the waters between China and 
Taiwan, a self-governing island 
claimed by China.

A statement posted on the 
ministry’s website called the 
move provocative and said it 
shows that the United States is 
the biggest threat to peace and 
stability and creator of security 
risks in the 160km wide Taiwan 
Strait.

“We express firm opposition 

and strong condemnation,” the 
statement said.

The USS Kidd guided-missile 
destroyer and Coast Guard 
cutter Munro sailed through the 
strait on Friday in international 
waters, the US Navy said. Such 
exercises are seen as a warning 
to China, which recently con-
ducted drills near Taiwan and 
has not renounced the use of 
force if needed to bring the 
island under its control.

“The ships’ lawful transit 
through the Taiwan Strait dem-
onstrates the US commitment 
to a free and open Indo-
Pacific,” a statement from the 

Navy’s Japan-based 7th Fleet 
said.

Taiwan, home to 23.6 
million people, split from China 
during a civil war that led to the 
Communist Party taking control 
of the mainland in 1949. The US 
does not have formal diplo-
matic relations with Taiwan but 
maintains a representative 
office in the capital, Taipei, and 
is its biggest supplier of military 
equipment for its defence.

The US Coast Guard has 
been stepping up its presence 
in Asia, as the Chinese coast 
guard patrols near disputed 
islands that both China and 

other governments claim in the 
South and East China Seas.

The 418-foot long Munro, 
which is based in Alameda, Cal-
ifornia, arrived in the region in 
mid-August for what the US 
Coast Guard said would be a 
months-long deployment. It 
trained with a Japanese coast 
guard ship, the Aso, in the East 
China Sea for two days earlier 
this week.

The US and Taiwan coast 
guards held talks this month 
after the two signed a cooper-
ation agreement in March. 
China has denounced the 
agreement.

Anti-government protesters participate in a “car mob”, a rally over the government’s handling of the 
pandemic and demanding Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha resignation, in Bangkok, thailand, yesterday.

Protest on wheels in Bangkok 
seeks prime minister's ouster
AP — BANgKOK

A long line of cars, trucks and 
motorbikes wended its way 
yesterday through the Thai 
capital Bangkok in a mobile 
protest against the government 
of Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
ocha. The protesters on wheels 
hope their nonviolent action, 
dubbed a “car mob,” can help 
force the ouster of Prayuth, 
whom they accuse of botching 
the campaign against the coro-
navirus.

“There is only one message 
from this car mob, which is 
‘Prayuth get out!‘” Sombat 

Boonngamanong, a veteran 
social activist who helped orig-
inate such protests in July, said 
ahead of the protest. “He has had 
a chance to run the country for 
seven years. He has proved that 
he is incapable of being the 
country’s leader, so we cannot 
let him continue.”

The car mob tactic has 
visibly been attracting more 
and more participants, although 
its mobile nature makes it hard 
to estimate its size.

Organizers say the protest 
on wheels evades legal limi-
tations on gatherings that are 
aimed at enforcing social 

distancing in order to fight the 
spread of the coronavirus. 
Keeping things moving also 
makes it more difficult for 
police to box demonstrators 
in, and lowers the possibility 
of violent clashes, they 
believe.

“They impose the law to 
prevent the spreading of 
COVID-19, while a car mob is 
designed with the same 
concept,” said Sombat. “If we 
use a bus, that can violate the 
law. But we use our own cars, 
each of which carries fewer 
than five people. So how could 
that break the law?”

Australia’s cases 
hit new record as 
‘reopening’ 
debate heats up
REUtERS — MELBOuRNE

Australia logged a record 1,323 
local COVID-19 cases yesterday 
as debate rages on whether the 
country should start living with 
the virus in the community, 
after initially being successful 
with suppressing coronavirus.

Australia’s most populous 
state New South Wales (NSW), 
the epicentre of the nation’s 
Delta-fuelled outbreak, 
reported 1,218 cases as author-
ities there are set to slightly 
ease restrictions after nine 
weeks in lockdown. The 
lockdown is scheduled to last 
until the end of September.

NSW state Premier Gladys 
Berejiklian vowed to reopen the 
state once 70% of those 16 and 
older get vaccinated. “No matter 
what the case numbers are doing 
(...) double-dose 70% in NSW 
means freedom for those who 
are vaccinated,” Berejiklian said.

Yesterday, she said the 
state has reached the halfway 
point of achieving the target.

 In Victoria, the country’s 
second most populous state 
which is in its sixth lockdown 
since the start of the pandemic, 
there were 92 new infections 
yesterday, the highest in 
nearly a year.

 Victoria state Premier 
Daniel Andrews said his state’s 
lockdown, due to end on 
Thursday, will be extended, 
but would not say for how 
long.

Taliban spokesman 
Zabihullah Mujahid 
said in a message to 
journalists that the 
US strike targeted a 
suicide bomber as he 
drove a vehicle loaded 
with explosives.

Militant fire across Afghan border 
kills two Pakistan soldiers: Army
ISLAMABAD: Militant fire from across the border in Afghanistan 
killed two Pakistani soldiers yesterday, the army said, in the first 
such attack since the Taliban took over Kabul 10 days ago.

 The army said it retaliated and killed two or three attackers.
 The incident in Pakistan’s Bajaur district is the first of its kind 

reported since the Taliban took over Kabul on August 15.  Bajaur 
is one of several lawless tribal regions along the Afghan border 
which have long sheltered militants, including an Islamist militant 
umbrella organisation called Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

 The army did not say which group was behind the attack, but 
has long held that TTP leaders and fighters are sheltering in 
Afghanistan after fleeing the tribal districts during military oper-
ations targeting militants.  “As per intelligence reports, due to fire 
of Pakistan army troops, 2-3 terrorists got killed and 3-4 terrorists 
got injured,” the military said in a statement.

 “We expected that the way things were unfolding in Afghan-
istan, the violence can spill over in Pakistan,” Pakistan Army 
spokesman Major General Babar Iftikhar said. - Reuters
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Bayanat Engineering — A solution 
provider in aviation and navigation 
Navigation could be described as 
controlling and operating the movement 
of a craft from one location to another. 
We can, therefore, distinguish many 
types of navigation: marine, air, military 
and even one used in the oil and gas 
industry.

It is a study dating back to the ear-
liest human civilisations, with the ancient 
travellers relying on the position of the stars and 
hand-drawn maps. Indeed, the instruments of nav-
igation have always been a crucial part of the 
process, as they allowed for the highest possible 
precision and proper displacement of a vehicle or 
a craft. Unfortunately, the star position-based esti-
mations and, later, analogue tools such as com-
passes and astrolabes, used back in the day were 
not enough to provide utmost precision. That has 
evolved with the age of technology. Nowadays, 

numerical devices and instruments are employed 
within the different sectors of this study, largely 
improving the exactness and pinpointing of the 
vehicles’ location and, hence, aiding the navigators 
in their paths. 

So, what are some technologies and systems 
put in place to ensure the proper functioning of all 
of these various operations? 

Satellite-based systems
You have probably guessed it, the modern-

day navigation relies largely on the Global Navi-
gation Satellite systems (GNSS), such as your global 
positioning system. You may know it as, simply, 
GPS.  As we’ve said previously, in aviation pre-
cision is of the highest importance and so the GNSS 
are alimented by what we call “augmentation 
systems”. There are three types: ground-bases, 
satellite-based (SBAS) and aircraft-based augmen-
tation systems.  The International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) prescribes these to improve 
the performance-based navigation. For instance, 
SBAS, supports wide-area and regional augmen-
tation of information. 

Radio frequency-based solutions 
Once within the range of the aerodrome, the 

airplane is guided by many other tools. 
Firstly, we have instrument landing systems 

(ILS). This infrastructure’s functioning is based on 

radio frequency emission and is implemented in 
short-range guidance for the planes as they 
approach a runway in obscure weather condi-
tions, such as in rain, at dusk or at night-time. This 
is a critical safety measure, used along with the 
airport lighting to help pilots determine the exact 
position of the runways. An example of ILS, which 
you may recognise is the glide path localiser. 
Another radio frequency-based equipment used 
in aviation is one that measures the distance 
between the airplane and the ground station (DME). 
It is used during landing and en-route. 

Aircraft also use Doppler VHF omnidirectional 
range (DVOR), which operates over a short to 
medium-range distance in order to determine the 
flight’s bearing and aid it during approach to the 
aerodrome. As their name suggests, DVORS send 
omnidirectional radio signals to the receiving units 
that could identify the crafts’ exact positions, 
helping them maintain travel in the right direction. 

Interestingly, in military, we see the use of 
TACAN or tactical air navigation. This is a more 
precise version of the above-mentioned VOR and 
DME systems. 

We also have non-directional radio beacons, 
which are not only used in aviation but also, in 
marine navigation. Unlike the other discussed 
systems, these operate over a longer range and 
lower altitudes, as they follow the curvature of 
the Earth. This also implies that these signals are 
affected by geographical factors such terrain 
types, weather and atmospheric conditions.  Fol-
lowing the touchdown, an aircraft needs to be 
guided to the parking area. Advanced Visual 
Docking Guidance System (A-VDGC) is an 
essential solution that provides pilots with infor-
mation necessary for and smooth travelling across 
the aerodrome grounds, avoiding potential 
obstacles on taxiways and leading the plane 
straight to the jetways. 

The modern navigation tools vary in their pur-
poses and functioning, and multiply as world trav-
elling grows. The solutions presented are only a 
fraction of the existing instruments that help guide 
pilots and their craft, ensuring safety and precision 
throughout the journey. Bayanat engineering spe-
cialises in civil and military aviation solutions, as 
well as in those related to marine and oil and gas 
navigation. For more information on the topic, visit 
bayanatengineering.com

Thousands protest in Berlin 
against COVID-19 curbs, vaccines
ReuteRs — BERLIN

Several thousand people 
marched through the streets of 
Berlin yesterday for a second 
day of unauthorised protest 
against COVID-19 vaccinations 
and restrictions aimed at 
curbing a fourth wave of the 
pandemic.

Shouting “Hands off our 
children”, the protesters waved 
signs decrying what they called 
“vaccination apartheid” as parts 
of Germany consider imposing 
tougher restrictions on people 
who are not vaccinated against 
coronavirus.

Dozens of police dressed in 
riot gear sought to control the 
march through residential 
streets in eastern Berlin.

Berlin police said on Twitter 
it had detained about 80 people 
at the demonstration, with a 
focus on violent people or those 
calling for violations of corona-
virus regulations.

On Saturday, police 
detained more than 100 people 

at a similar demonstration after 
the marchers tried to get 
through barricades to the gov-
ernment quarter in central 
Berlin.

About 60% of the German 
population has now been fully 
vaccinated and about 65% have 
had at least one shot, but infec-
tions are rising rapidly again, 
prompting officials to consider 
ways to encourage more people 
to get protected.

With a significant minority 
in Germany sceptical about vac-
cination, the government in the 
city of Berlin has come under 
fire for exhorting teenagers to 

get the shots, which are 
authorised for those over the 
age of 12.

At least one region in 
Germany is planning to impose 
tougher restrictions on people 
who are not vaccinated, an 
official was quoted as saying 
yesterday.

The German government 
currently requires people to be 
vaccinated, test negative or 
have a recovery certificate to 
enter indoor restaurants, visit 
hospitals and nursing homes 
and attend events, parties or do 
sports indoors.

The southern state of 
Baden-Wuerttemberg’s social 
ministry has proposed banning 
unvaccinated adults from res-
taurants and concerts alto-
gether, and restricting their 
contacts.

“If it hits the intensive care 
units, we have to act,” Thomas 
Strobl, Baden-Wuerttemberg’s 
deputy leader, told Bild am 
Sonntag newspaper.

“It would be wrong to hold 

everyone jointly liable, 
including the vaccinated. That’s 
why there will be different rules 
for the unvaccinated than for 
the vaccinated.” 

The health minister in 
neighbouring Bavaria also sup-
ports the proposals, the paper 
said.

The leading candidates 
vying to replace Chancellor 

Angela Merkel in a federal 
election on September 26 have 
pledged there will be no return 
to the strict lockdowns of last 
year and earlier this year even 
as coronavirus infections jump 
again.

The country reported 8,416 
new cases yesterday and 12 
fatalities, bringing the total 
number of cases to more than 

3.9 million and the death toll to 
92,130.

To nudge more people to 
get vaccinated, the gov-
ernment has said it will stop 
offering free coronavirus tests 
from October 11, except for 
those for whom vaccination 
is not recommended, such as 
children and pregnant 
women. 

Demonstrators attend a protest against government measures to curb the spread of the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) in Berlin, Germany, yesterday. 

UK’s Johnson defends Kabul airlift after blame game erupts
ReuteRs — LONDON

Prime Minister Boris Johnson defended 
Britain’s airlift from Kabul yesterday 
following growing criticism that 
ministers had been “asleep on watch”, 
potentially leaving thousands of eligible 
Afghans behind in the country.

Britain, like the United States, has 
been criticised for failing to predict how 
quickly the Afghan government would 
fall, meaning it had not made sufficient 
preparation for the chaos that would 
follow when the Taliban seized power.

Britain’s last military flight left Kabul 
late on Saturday, ending a chaotic two 
weeks in which soldiers helped to 
evacuate more than 15,000 people from 
the crowds who descended on the cap-
ital’s airport, desperate to flee the 
country.

Richard Dannatt, former chief of staff 
of the British army, said the government 
now needed an inquiry to establish why 

it had been so ill-prepared for the rapid 
turn of events.

“It is unfathomable why it 
would appear that the gov-
ernment was asleep on watch,” 
he told Times Radio. “We’ve had 
this chaotic extraction, we 
should have done better, we 
could have done better.” The 
Observer newspaper said thou-
sands of emails sent to the 
Foreign Office by lawmakers 
and charities, detailing cases of 
Afghan citizens who needed 
help to leave, had not been read.

A Foreign Office spokes-
person said it had worked tire-
lessly to evacuate people but it 
had always cautioned that it 
would not be able to help eve-

ryone. The spokesperson 
declined to give any further 
details on the process.

Britain’s defence minister, 
Ben Wallace, predicted last week that 
time had run out to evacuate around 

1,000 Afghans who were eligible to come 
to Britain, including former staff to the 
UK.

Johnson said however that while 
Britain would not have wished to leave 
Afghanistan in the way it did, the armed 
forces should still be proud of their 
achievements.

Speaking to the 150,000 men and 
women who completed a tour of Afghan-
istan, and the families of the 457 who 
died there, Johnson said they had suc-
ceeded in keeping Britain safe and in 
improving the livelihoods for Afghan 
locals. “I thank everyone involved, and 
I believe they can be very proud of what 
they’ve done,” he said in a video online.

A flight carrying troops and London’s 
ambassador, Laurie Bristow, landed in 
Britain yesterday, with further flights 
expected. Bristow said Britain’s embassy 
to Afghanistan would operate in Qatar 
for now, before it can return when safe 
to do so.

British Ambassador to Afghanistan sir Laurie Bristow 
exits a plane after being evacuated from Kabul, at 
RAF Brize Norton base, Britain, yesterday.

Ferry runs aground in 
Ibiza, leaving 10-year-old 
boy seriously injured
ReuteRs — MADRID

A ferry ran aground off the 
Spanish island of Ibiza on 
Saturday night, an incident the 
emergency services told local 
media had left 25 people 
injured, two seriously, 
including a 10-year-old boy.

The San Gwann ferry, 
operated by German shipping 
company FRS, runs between 
Ibiza and Formentera, the 
smallest of Spain’s Balearic 
islands.

It was leaving Ibiza’s port 
at 9.30pm on Saturday night 
when it ran aground on the islet 
of Es Malvins, FRS said in a 
statement. It said the ferry was 
carrying 35 passengers and 12 
staff at the time of the accident, 
but did not comment on how 
many were injured.

Spain’s  coastguard 
launched a rescue operation 
and airlifted nine people in 

need of medical attention to 
hospital, it said in a statement. 
The rest were evacuated by 
boat.

The two seriously injured 
passengers, a 10-year-old boy 
and an adult, were airlifted to 
the San Espases hospital in 
Mallorca, emergency services 
told local media. Media reports 
said at least 25 people were 
injured The San Gwann, a car 
ferry, takes 30 minutes to make 
the trip between Ibiza and For-
mentera. It has a capacity of 
427 passengers.

In a message on its website 
yesterday, FRS said the line was 
suspended because of the 
accident and that the “priority 
is the passengers and crew”.

The regional president of 
the Balearic Islands, Francina 
Armengol, yesterday said eve-
ryone had been evacuated and 
thanked emergency teams in a 
message on Twitter. 

Climate change protest
People carry a banner as extinction Rebellion climate activists take part in a protest in London, 
Britain, yesterday. 

Italy reports 37 
virus deaths, 
5,959 new cases
ROME: Italy reported 37 coro-
navirus-related deaths 
yesterday, down from 54 the 
previous day, while the daily 
tally of new infections fell to 
5,959 from 6,860, the health 
ministry said.

A total of 129,093 deaths 
linked to COVID-19 have been 
registered in Italy since its out-
break emerged in February last 
year. 

That is the second-highest 
tally in Europe behind Britain 
and the eighth-highest globally. 
Italy has reported 4.53 million 
cases to date.

Patients in hospital with 
COVID-19 — not including those 
in intensive care — stood at 4,133 
yesterday, up from 4,111 a day 
earlier.

There were 44 new admis-
sions to intensive care units, 
increasing from 42 on Saturday. 
The total number of intensive 
care patients rose to 525 from a 
previous 511.

Some 223,086 tests for 
COVID-19 were carried out in 
the past day, compared with a 
previous 293,464, the health 
ministry said. — Reuters

UK records 61 
COVID-19 deaths 
and 33,196 cases
LONDON: Britain recorded a 
further 61 COVID-19 deaths 
and 33,196 more cases 
yesterday, official data 
showed.

Infections in the last seven 
days rose by 5.8% on the week 
before, and weekly deaths 
jumped by 16%. 

The Sunday figure for fatal-
ities tends to be lower than 
weekdays due to a delay by 
some hospitals in reporting 
deaths. Britain has recorded an 
average of 114 daily deaths in the 
last week. — Reuters

The German government 
currently requires people to 
be vaccinated, test negative 

or have a recovery certificate 
to enter indoor restaurants, 
visit hospitals and nursing 

homes and attend events, or 
do sports indoors.



08 MONday 30 August 2021VIEWS

Chairman
Dr. KhaliD bin Thani al Thani

EDiTOr-in-ChiEF
Dr. KhaliD MUbaraK al-ShaFi
editorinchief@pen.com.qa

manaGinG EDiTOr
MohaMMeD oSMan ali 
osman@pen.com.qa

EDITORIAL

It’s time to get back to business for the national ath-
letes. after achieving much glory in Tokyo, the Qatar 
Olympic Committee (QOC) has started planning for 
the country’s participation in the future competitions 
with an eye on the Paris 2024 Olympic Games. 

While the well deserved celebration continues for 
Qatar’s historic performance at the recently-concluded 
Games, the QOC has started looking beyond Tokyo 
and launched an evaluation of team’s participation on 
both technical and administrative levels to maintain 
its dominance in future tournaments, which is the right 
strategy. 

Fares ibrahim and mutaz Barshim won gold medals 
followed by a bronze medal by Cherif Younousse and 
ahmed Tijan in Tokyo making it Qatar’s best per-
formance at the multi-sport event since the country 
made its Olympic debut at the Los angeles Games in 
1984. Qatar also finished as the best arab side at the 
Games with their medals tally. The medal winning ath-
letes were praised for their outstanding achievements 
and recently the amir h h Sheikh Tamim bin hamad 
al Thani also honoured them for winning the 
accolades. 

Qatar’s participation in Tokyo was a roaring 
success and the QOC President h E Sheikh Joaan bin 
hamad al Thani sees a lot more potential for the 
country in the future. in an interview with the local 
media recently, he said Qatar’s achievements in Tokyo 
will serve as a “springboard” for Qatari sport and 
declared it as a “starting point”, which means Qatar 
is now targeting a rich haul of medals in Paris.

“Preparing new Olympic champions needs a big 
effort. We have promising talents and staff in more 
than one sport, and we are sparing no effort to work 
cooperatively with the sports federations and aspire 
academy to develop the skills of talented age groups 
in order to reach similar levels of mutaz and Fares,” 
he said.                    

Sheikh Joaan was also satisfied with performance 
of women, who enjoy equal opportunities to practice 
sports. With the full support, the female athletes also 
have a bright future and the day is not far when they 
will start winning Olympic medals for the country. 

Qatar participated in Tokyo Olympics with 15 ath-
letes and those who were not able to win medals didn’t 
come back empty-handed as they returned with inval-
uable experience by competing at the top level, which 
will help the country in developing the skills of these 
promising athletes and building a new generation of 
stars and formidable teams.

Qatar has shown improvement in each Olympic 
Games since making debut in Los angeles and with 
the QOC – under the wise leadership of Sheikh Joaan 
– headed in the right direction the national athletes 
will have the perfect platform to reach new heights in 
global competitions including the Paris Games.

The right strategy 

d-ring road, post box: 3488, doha - qatar
email: editor@pen.com.qa

Quote of the day

The United States, as leader of the Global 
Coalition to Defeat iSiS, and part of the 
nato Mission to iraq, will continue to train, 
advise, and enable iraqi forces.

Antony Blinken, US Secretary of State

 A
ugust 29 is the International 
Day of Action against Nuclear 
Tests, established by the UN 
General Assembly on the initi-
ative of the First President of 

Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev. This 
day is timed to the day of the closure of 
the Semipalatinsk nuclear test site, 
created by the Soviet Union on the 
territory of Kazakhstan in November 
1946. Yesterday, August 29, marks exactly 
30 years since the closure of this first and 
largest nuclear test site in the world.

On August 29, 1949, the first Soviet 
nuclear test was conducted at the Semi-
palatinsk test site. For more than four 
decades, the Soviet authorities conducted 
468 nuclear tests at the Semipalatinsk 
nuclear test site.

The total power of the explosions 
committed from 1949 to 1963 exceeded 
the power of the atomic bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima by 2500 times. As a result of 
these atmospheric and underground tests, 
more than 1.3 million people were 
exposed to radioactive precipitation in 
Kazakhstan, and vast tracts of land in 
Semipalatinsk and adjacent areas were 
polluted.

These tests had tragic long-term con-
sequences for the life and health of people 
and the natural environment of the region. 
In this connection, in 1989, the anti-
nuclear movement “Nevada-Semipal-
atinsk” was created, which proclaimed its 
goal to stop testing nuclear weapons in 
Kazakhstan and around the world.

This movement was started by the 
famous Kazakh poet Olzhas Suleimenov 
and led to the fact that the Semipalatinsk 
nuclear Test site was closed by the Decree 
of the First President of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan N. A. Nazarbayev on August 

29, 1991.
In its place, in 1992, the National 

Nuclear Center of Kazakhstan was estab-
lished, whose mission was declared to 
assist in the elimination of the infra-
structure for the storage and use of 
nuclear weapons, scientific and technical 
support for the policy of the Government 
of Kazakhstan in the field of the peaceful 
use of atomic energy, the development of 
nuclear energy in the Republic of Kaza-
khstan. In 1992, Kazakhstan ratified the 
Strategic Offensive Arms Reduction Treaty 
(START-1), in September 1996, all 104 
Kazakh intercontinental ballistic missiles 
were safely exported to Russia and 
destroyed three years ahead of the 
deadline set in the Treaty. Thus, Kaza-
khstan voluntarily gave up its nuclear 
arsenal (1,410 nuclear warheads - the 
fourth largest nuclear arsenal in the world 
at that time).

On December 13, 1993, Kazakhstan 
became a party to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) 
and soon after became a member of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). Kazakhstan was one of the first to 
sign the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-
Ban Treaty in 1996 and subsequently rat-
ified it in 2001. Since 2004, Kazakhstan, 
Russia and the United States have started 
implementing a project to eliminate the 
consequences of past nuclear tests. It was 
at the Semipalatinsk test site in April 2010 
that former UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon called on the world community 
to stop nuclear tests.

People with birth defects are still being 
born in the Semipalatinsk region. The 
incidence of cancer is one and a half times 
higher there. In general, one and a half 
million people were affected in 

connection with the tests in the region. In 
this regard, since gaining independence, 
Kazakhstan has been an active supporter 
of the non-proliferation of nuclear 
weapons and continues to work inten-
sively in this direction. Kazakhstan, 
together with neighbouring countries, has 
created a nuclear-weapon-free zone in 
Central Asia. The treaty was signed on 
September 8, 2006, and since then Kaza-
khstan has been calling for the creation of 
similar nuclear-weapon-free zones, 
including in the Middle East.

Finally, in 2009, the UN General 
Assembly unanimously adopted a reso-
lution of Kazakhstan on proclaiming 
August 29, the day of signing the decree 
on the closure of the Semipalatinsk test 
site ,as the “International Day of Action 
against Nuclear Tests”.

Kazakhstan holds a firm position that 
general and complete nuclear disar-
mament and the abolition of nuclear tests 
are important prerequisites for global 
security throughout the world. In this 
regard, at the 70th session of the UN 
General Assembly, N. A. Nazarbayev pro-
posed to develop a Plan for the Global 
Strategic Initiative-2045 for the UN cen-
tenary. He called on all UN member 
states to set a goal - to rid the world of 
nuclear weapons by the 100th anni-
versary of the UN in 2045. Kazakhstan 
continues to remind the whole world that 
nuclear weapons are one of the most 
serious threats to the existence of 
mankind and are not a guarantee of 
security for those States that possess 
them, because any use of nuclear 
weapons, even if “limited”, will lead to 
catastrophic consequences both for the 
country that will use these weapons, and 
for the global environment, etc.

Japan news - Yomiuri

It is absolutely necessary to 
contain the spread of the novel 
coronavirus and protect all the 
lives that can be saved. 
Measures should be swiftly 
taken to strengthen the 
medical care system, including 
the establishment of 
temporary medical facilities 
with hospital beds.

The government has 
decided to expand the current 
state of emergency to eight 
more prefectures, including 
Hokkaido, Aichi and Hiro-
shima. The state of emergency 
will now cover 21 prefectures 
in total, while less strict priority 
measures to prevent the 
spread of the virus will apply to 
a total of 12 prefectures.

Economic revitalization 
minister Yasutoshi Nishimura, 
who is also in charge of the 
response to the coronavirus, 
said, "I'd like to ask you, 
including younger generations, 

to take thorough measures to 
prevent infections, as anyone 
could be infected with the virus 
anytime and anywhere."

The Delta variant of the 
coronavirus is highly conta-
gious, and even people in 
younger generations have 
become severely ill due to 
infections with it. If the medical 
care system becomes overbur-
dened, not only the treatment 
for coronavirus patients but 
also emergency care for 
patients with other sudden ill-
nesses or injuries in traffic 
accidents would be disrupted. 
Each member of the public 
should renew their vigilance to 
protect their own lives and 
those of their families.

Based on the revised Infec-
tious Diseases Law, the central 
government and the Tokyo 
metropolitan government 
have requested medical insti-
tutions for the first time to 
cooperate in securing hospital 
beds and dispatching medical 

staff to care for coronavirus 
patients.

In Tokyo, hospital beds for 
coronavirus patients with 
severe symptoms are nearly at 
full occupancy, and there are 
more than 20,000 people 
recuperating at home. To deal 
with sudden changes in 
patients' conditions, temporary 
medical facilities, with large 
numbers of hospital beds that 
can be overseen simultane-
ously, are effective. The Tokyo 
metropolitan government 
needs to set up such facilities 
as soon as possible, while the 
central government should 
help the metropolitan gov-
ernment for that purpose, 
through such measures as 
securing nurses to staff them.

The central government 
intends to review the bell-
wethers that are used to assess 
infection situations, and which 
serve as a basis for declaring or 
lifting a state of emergency.

As 40% of the public has 

completed two doses of the 
vaccine, the government's goal 
of completing vaccinations of 
everyone who wishes to get 
vaccinated in October to 
November is becoming a 
reality.

Consequently, the gov-
ernment plans to add new 
indices, such as the number of 
people who have been vacci-
nated and those who are seri-
ously ill, to the five current 
indicators, which include the 
degree to which medical care 
services are burdened and the 
number of new infections.

It would be under-
standable if the indices were 
tweaked after improving the 
medical care system, but the 
current situation has not 
reached that point. Careful 
decision-making is vital to 
ensure that measures to deal 
with the infection situation are 
not neglected due to overly 
relaxed indicators that the 
government is considering.

Kazakhstan’s contribution to  
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons
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Reinforce medical care services as coronavirus emergency widens
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IN BRIEF

Biden pays respects to US 
troops killed in Afghanistan
AP — DOVER AIR FORCE BAsE 

In hushed reverence, President 
Joe Biden stood witness with 
grieving families yesterday 
under a gray sky as, one by one, 
the remains of 13 US troops 
killed in the Kabul suicide 
bombing were removed with 
solemnity from a military 
aircraft that brought them 
home.

The only sounds that could 
be heard during the mournful 
ritual of the "dignified transfer” 
were the quiet commands of the 
honor guards in battle dress 
who carried the flag-draped 
cases, the hum of the C-17 air-
craft that had transported the 
fallen and the periodic sob of 
the sorrowful.

Biden and his wife, Jill, met 
privately with family members 
of those killed in the suicide 
attack near the Kabul airport 

before the president became the 
fourth commander in chief over 
two decades of war to stand at 
attention at Dover Air Force 
Base as the remains of the fallen 
from Afghanistan returned 
home.

The dead ranged in age 
from 20 to 31, and came from 
California and Massachusetts 

and states in between. Five 
were just 20 — born not long 
before the attacks of September 
11, 2001, that spurred the United 
States to invade Afghanistan in 
order to topple Al Qaida and 
dismantle their Taliban hosts 
who ruled the country.

"The 13 service members 
that we lost were heroes who 
made the ultimate sacrifice in 
service of our highest American 
ideals and while saving the lives 
of others,” Biden said in a 
statement on Saturday. "Their 
bravery and selflessness has 
enabled more than 117,000 
people at risk to reach safety 
thus far.”

Biden held his hand over his 
heart and appeared to shut his 
eyes in prayer as each transfer 
case was taken off the military 
aircraft and placed in an 
awaiting vehicle.

Family members of the 

fallen often travel to Dover to 
be present for the return of the 
remains of their loved ones to 
American soil. 

Biden was joined by several 
top aides, including Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin, 

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Gen. Mark Milley, and Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken. 

Eleven of the fallen service 
members’ families chose to 
allow their transfers to be open 
to media coverage. Two others 

took place out of view, but 
Biden was present for those as 
well.

Eleven of the 13 Americans 
killed were Marines. One was a 
Navy sailor and one an Army 
soldier.

US President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden arrive at Dover Air Force Base in Dover, US, yesterday. 

Ida makes landfall in Louisiana as most intense hurricane in years
ReUteRS — NEW ORLEANs

Hurricane Ida made landfall in 
the United States yesterday as 
an extremely dangerous 
Category 4 storm that was set 
to plunge much of the Louisiana 
shoreline under water as the 
state grapples with a COVID-19 
surge already taxing hospitals.

Ida gathered more strength 
overnight and made landfall 
near Port Fourchon, Louisiana, 
at 11:55am CDT (16:55 GMT), the 
National Hurricane Center 
(NHC) said.

It is the toughest test yet for 
the hundreds of miles of new 
levees built around New 
Orleans after the devastation of 
Hurricane Katrina, which made 
landfall 16 years ago to the day, 
inundating historically Black 
neighborhoods and killing more 
than 1,800 people.

Louisiana Governor John 
Bel Edwards said Ida could be 

the state's worst direct hit by a 
hurricane since the 1850s. More 
than 122,000 Louisiana homes 
and businesses had already lost 
electricity, mostly in the state's 
southeast, according to the 
tracking site PowerOutage.

The state is also dealing with 
the nation's third-highest rate 
of new coronavirus infections. 
Hospitals were treating some 
2,450 COVID-19 patients, 
Edwards said, with those in 
many of the state's parishes 
already nearing capacity.

Just three days after 
emerging as a tropical storm in 
the Caribbean Sea, Ida had 
swelled into a Category 4 hur-
ricane on the five-step Saffir-
Simpson scale with top sus-
tained winds of 150 miles per 
hour (240 km per hour), the 
NHC said.

Palm trees trembled as rain 
blasted in sideways through 
New Orleans yesterday.

Predicted storm surges were 
already happening, exceeding 
6 feet (1.83 m) in some parts of 
the coast. Parts of Highway 90 
that runs along the Louisiana 
and Mississippi Gulf Coast had 
become a choppy river, 

according to videos posted on 
social media.

The NHC also warned of 
potentially catastrophic wind 
damage and up to two feet (61 
cm) of rainfall in some areas.

The National Weather 

Service station in New Orleans 
urged the many residents who 
have no interior rooms in their 
home to move to a closet or 
bathroom for protection. Some 
parishes imposed curfews 
beginning Sunday evening, for-
bidding people from going 
outside.

"We're as prepared as we 
can be, but we're worried about 
those levees," said Kirk Lepine, 
president of Plaquemines Parish 
on the state's Gulf Coast.

Plaquemines, one of the 
most vulnerable parishes, is 
home to 23,000 people along 
the Mississippi delta stretching 
into the Gulf. Lepine feared 
water topping the levees along 
Highway 23.

"That's our one road in and 
out," he said.

Edwards told CNN yes-
terday that he believed the 
state's levees would be able to 
withstand the storm surge, 

though he expressed some 
doubt about parishes, like 
Plaquemines.

"Where we're less confident 
is further south where you have 
other protection systems that 
are not built to that same 
standard," he said.

Edwards said it was impos-
sible to evacuate patients from 
hospitals, and that state officials 
had been speaking with hos-
pitals to ensure their generators 
were working and that they had 
more water on hand than 
normal.

Officials had ordered wide-
spread evacuations of low-lying 
and coastal areas, jamming 
highways and leading some 
gasoline stations to run dry as 
residents and vacationers fled.

"Everyone who cares about 
New Orleans is worried," said 
Andy Horowitz, a history pro-
fessor who wrote "Katrina: A 
History, 1915-2015." 

Mexican troops disrupt migrants heading north from border
AP — MEXICO CItY 

Several hundred migrants, 
including many children, 
headed north from near 
Mexico’s border with Guatemala 
on Saturday hoping to reach the 
US, but Mexican security forces 
dispersed the group several 
hours later.

About 300 Haitians, Cubans 
and Central Americans set out 
on foot from the town of Tapa-
chula, and a few hundred more 
migrants joined in as the walk 
progressed.

After about eight hours, they 
passed through an immigration 
checkpoint without problems, 
but then National Guard troops 
in riot gear blocked their way 
as a heavy rain fell. Some of the 
migrants were arrested while 
others eluded capture and kept 
heading north. By Saturday 
night about 200 had arrived in 
the town of Huixtla, said Rev. 
Heyman Vazquez, a priest who 
works with migrants.

Immigration agents also 
helped break up the group. An 
AP journalist saw one 

immigration agent kick a 
migrant who was already 
immobilized and on the ground.

The Collective of Monitoring 
and Documentation of Human 
Rights of the Southeast, which 
is a coalition of groups that 
work with migrants, said some 
people were injured though it 
gave no numbers. It said the 
detained migrants had been 
loaded on buses and driven 
away.

The flow of migrants from 
Central America has increased 
since the beginning of the year 

and in recent days despair had 
grown especially among the 
Haitian community stranded in 
Tapachula. This week they 
began to demonstrate seeking 
to speed up their immigration 
procedures and threatened to 
leave in a caravan if Mexican 
officials did not pay attention 
to them.

The group that started out 
on Saturday was the biggest one 
this year and recalled the car-
avans that occurred in Mexico 
before the pandemic and the big 
formation that tried to leave 

Honduras in January but that 
was blocked from crossing 
Guatemala.

The Mexican government 
has insisted this week that it will 
continue with its policy of con-
taining migrants. Defense Sec-
retary Luis Cresencio Sandoval 
said Friday that the main goal 
of the deployment of the army, 
navy and National Guard is to 
“stop all migration.” 

He said more than 14,000 
military and National Guard 
personnel are deployed in Mex-
ico’s south..

Mountain lion killed after attacking child
AP — sAN FRANCIsCO 

A mountain lion that attacked 
a 5-year-old boy and dragged 
the child across his front lawn 
in Southern California was shot 
and killed by a wildlife officer, 
authorities said on Saturday.

The 30 kg mountain lion 
attacked the boy while he was 
playing near his house on 
Thursday in Calabasas and 
“dragged him about 45 yards” 
across the front lawn, said Capt. 
Patrick Foy, a spokesman with 
the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife.

The boy suffered significant 
traumatic injuries to his head 

and upper torso but was in 
stable condition at a Los 
Angeles hospital, Foy said.

“The true hero of this story 
is his mom because she abso-
lutely saved her son’s life,” Foy 
said. The mother was inside the 
house when she heard com-
motion outside.

“She ran out of the house 
and started punching and 
striking the mountain lion with 
her bare hands and got him off 
her son,” he said.

The parents immediately 
drove the boy to the hospital, 
where law enforcement were 
notified of the attack and sent 
a wildlife officer to the scene.

Once at the house, the 
officer discovered a mountain 
lion crouching in the bushes 
with its “ears back and hissing” 
at him, Foy said.

“Due to its behavior and 
proximity to the attack, the 
warden believed it was likely 
the attacking lion and to protect 
public safety shot and killed it 
on site,” the wildlife department 
said in a statement.

Subsequent DNA tests con-
firmed that the lion was the one 
responsible for attacking the 
child, the statement said. 
Another mountain lion spotted 
in the area was tranquilized and 
then released into the wild.

Honduras anti-drug operation
Soldiers and agents of the technical Criminal Investigation Agency (AtIC) escort drug traffic suspects 
and the packages containing seized cocaine, after an anti-drug operation in Roatan, at Hernan Acosta 
Mejia Air Base in tegucigalpa, Honduras, yesterday. 

'No doubt' people will need 
third vaccine shot: Fauci
AP/ReUteRS — WAsHINgtON 

The government’s top infec-
tious disease expert said the US 
is sticking with its recommen-
dation for Americans to get 
COVID-19 booster shots eight 
months after receiving the 
vaccine but will be open to 
changes based on evolving 
data.

Dr. Anthony Fauci said  
there was “no doubt” in his 
mind that people will need to 
get an extra shot after they have 
received the two-dose Pfizer 
or Moderna vaccine, given the 
highly contagious delta variant.

He indicated the adminis-
tration remained focused on 
doing that in an “expeditious” 
and “feasible” way after the 
eight-month mark, with doses 
beginning the week of Sep-
tember 20, pending approval 

from the Food and Drug 
Administration.

President Joe Biden had 
suggested on Friday that his 
administration was considering 
whether to give booster shots 
as early as five months after 
vaccination, citing advice he 
received from the Israeli prime 
minister.

But yesterday, Fauci said 
regarding the eight-month US 
guidance, “We’re not changing 
it, but we are very open to new 
data as it comes in. We’re going 
to be very flexible about it.” 

Fauci spoke on ABC’s “This 
Week,” CNN’s “State of the 
Union” and NBC’s “Meet the 
Press.” Fauci also said yes-
terday he supported COVID-19 
vaccine mandates for children 
attending schools as the highly 
contagious Delta variant con-
tinues to fuel a surge in cases.

Brazil registers 684 COVID-19 deaths
SAO PAULO: Brazil registered 24,699 new coronavirus cases and 
684 additional COVID-19 deaths in the last 24 hours, the Health 
Ministry said on Saturday. — Reuters

Mexico posts 756 COVID-19 fatalities
MEXICO CITY: Mexico’s Health Ministry reported 17,546 new cases 
of COVID-19 and 756 deaths on Saturday, bringing the total number 
of confirmed cases in the country since the pandemic began to 
3,328,863 and the death toll to 257,906. — Reuters

Nora wreaks 
havoc on 
Mexican coast
ReUteRS — PuERtO VALLARtA

Nora weakened to become a 
tropical storm yesterday but 
left parts of the coast of west-
central Mexico in disarray 
after torrential rains and heavy 
winds caused flooding, felled 
trees and damaged roads and 
power lines in several states.

Nora was about 135 km 
north-west of Mazatlan and 
moving north west at 13 miles 
per hour (20 km per hour), the 
National Hurricane Center 
(NHC) said.

It was blowing at 70 mph 
(110 kph) with higher gusts.

In the popular resort town 
on the Pacific Coast, Puerto 
Vallarta, a river burst, 
destroying a bridge, flooding 
roads and bringing a building 
to collapse, a witness said. 
Earlier, Nora was a Category 1 
hurricane, the lowest rating on 
a five-step scale.

A minor was still missing, 
local media reported. So far, 
Mexican authorities have not 
confirmed deaths or injuries.

Elsewhere, local media 
showed pictures of flooding, 
damaged roads and felled 
trees across several states.

Mexican state power utility 
Comision Federal de Electri-
cidad (CFE) said yesterday  
morning it had restored elec-
tricity for 78% of users in 
Michoacan, Colima, Jalisco and 
Nayarit that were affected by 
the hurricane.

The Miami-based NHC 
expected Nora to continue 
moving north-northwest yes-
terday in its latest advisory and 
then move slower northwest 
through Tuesday.

"Nora is forecast to move 
very near and roughly parallel 
to the coast of Mexico early 
this week," it said. "However, 
even a small deviation to the 
right of the forecast track 
could cause Nora to move 
inland and dissipate within the 
next day or so."

Last week, Hurricane 
Grace killed eight people after 
it hit Veracruz.

The 13 service members 
that we lost were heroes 
who made the ultimate 

sacrifice in service of our 
highest American ideals 

and while saving the lives 
of others.
Joe Biden 

US President 

Waves crash against a lighthouse on Lake Pontchartrain as the effects 
of Hurricane Ida begin to be felt in New Orleans, US, yesterday. 
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