1996 - 2021

1 SHA'ABAN - 1442

SUNDAY 14 MARCH 2021

Advancement
in technology
making
renewables
affordable

WTT Star
Contender:
Harimoto, Ito
win titles in
Doha

Business | 01

Sport | 08

VOLUME 26 NUMBER 8561

Milipol Qatar to begin
tomorrow with 143 local,
international exhibitors
SIDI MOHAMED
THE PENINSULA

Attracting 71 international
companies from 17 countries,
the 13th edition of the International Exhibition for Internal
Security and Civil Defence,
Milipol Qatar 2021 Exhibition,
will begin tomorrow.
The three-day edition of the
Milipol Qatar will also attract a
wide number of local exhibitors
that include 72 companies from
Qatar. The event, which is
organised by the Ministry of
Interior under the patronage of
Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani, will be held at
the Doha Exhibition and Convention Center from March 15
to 17.
Chairman of Milipol Qatar
Committee, Major General
Nasser bin Fahad Al Thani, said
yesterday that all arrangements

71

International
companies

17

Countries
participating

have been completed for conducting the ‘Milipol Qatar 2021’,
the leading event at international level in the field of
internal security and civil
defence.
Speaking at a press conference held at the Officers Club
of the General Directorate of
Civil Defence to announce the
launch of the exhibition, he
said: “This year’s edition of the
Milipol Qatar will provide the
businessmen and investors a
comprehensive idea about the
future of the internal security
and civil defence sectors after
the pandemic.”
“In addition to this, the
expo will create an opportunity for them to be introduced with the new international partners for importing
and developing technologies
and systems that will enhance
the preparedness of these

72

Companies
from Qatar

Qatar to benefit from the latest technological
systems that ensure the strengthening of the safety
and security of the major international events such
as FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022.
Milipol Qatar 2021 will host five international
pavilions representing Brazil, France, Germany, the
United Kingdom and the United States.
The exhibition will feature seminars covering topics
such as cyber security & cyber threats, civil defence,
managing the security among others.

S I LV E R J U B I L E E Y E A R

sectors in the future,” he
added.
Chairman of Milipol said
that the Milipol Qatar 2021 will
host five international pavilions
representing Brazil, France,
Germany, the United Kingdom
and the United States. There
will be individual pavilions of
international companies, which
will ensure the provision of the
wide range of the regional
requirements.
The exhibition will also host
three seminars that include
educational presentations on
security information and significant discussions by a
numbers of thought leaders,
where the focus of discussion
will be cyber security, cyber
threats and managing the
security of major events, he
said.
He added that the event will
be responding to a major part
of the increasing security
requirements of the State of
Qatar, which comes in line with
the Qatar National Vision 2030.
Major General Nasser bin
Fahad Al Thani pointed out that
considering the State of Qatar
as a leading destination for the
major sports events, Qatar to
benefit from the latest technological systems that ensure the
strengthening of the safety and
security of the major international events, such as FIFA
World Cup 2022.
The Milipol Qatar 2021 will
be conducted adhering to all
procedures and protocols of the
Ministry of Public Health to
prevent the spread of
COVID-19, he added. ÄP3
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Amir attends Qatar ExxonMobil Open final

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani attended yesterday the ﬁnal of the 29th Qatar ExxonMobil
Open 2021 for men’s tennis held at the Khalifa International Tennis and Squash Complex. H H the
Amir watched the ﬁnal match between Nikoloz Basilashvili of Georgia and Roberto Bautista Agut
of Spain, which ended with a 7-6, 6-2 win for the Georgian. A number of Their Excellencies Sheikhs,
Ministers and tennis fans attended the ﬁnal match amid precautionary measures to limit the spread
of the coronavirus.

Winter markets record 8,000 tonnes
of vegetable sales this season
QNA — DOHA

Assistant Director of the Agricultural Affairs Department at
the Ministry of Municipality and
Environment (MME) Adel Al
Kaldi Al Yafei has said that so
far in this season the five Qatari
agricultural product yards
commonly known as winter
vegetable markets sold out
8,000 tonnes local vegetables.
Since the beginning of the
current season that started at
the end of October 2020 until
the end of February 2021, the
amount of vegetable sales has
reached about 8,000 tonnes,

an increase of about 34 percent
compared to the same period
of the previous season, said Al
Yafei in a statement. He added
that the number of farms benefiting from this initiative
during this season amounted
to about 159.
Al Yafei affirmed the Ministry’s role in supporting the
prices of local vegetables and
its continuous work to enhance
the value of the local product
and improve marketing
methods for farm owners,
through a package of proposed
programmes and initiatives.
He said that the Ministry

had launched many marketing
initiatives that farms can
benefit from, such as opening
direct marketing outlets like the
Qatari agricultural product
yards with five distribution
yards in various parts of the
country and had been operating
since 2012.
They are Al Mazroua, Al
Khor and Al Thakhira, Al
Wakra, Al Shamal and Al Shahaniya, with the aim of providing farmers with an opportunity to sell their products
directly to consumers without
an intermediary or commission,
he said. ÄP3

Qatar, China sign protocol amending
pact for avoidance of double taxation
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Qatar and People’s Republic of
China has signed the protocol
amending the agreement for the
avoidance of double taxation and
preventing financial evasions
concerning income taxes between
the two countries’ governments.
The agreement was signed on
March 10 at the General Tax
Authority’s headquarters in Doha.
The amending protocol was
signed on behalf of Qatar by President of the General Tax Authority,
H E Ahmed bin Issa Al Mohannadi,
and on behalf of the People’s
Republic of China, Ambassador of
the People’s Republic of China to
the State of Qatar, H E Zhou Jian.

The signing ceremony was
attended Qatar Airways Group
Chief Executive, H E Akbar Al
Baker.
Ahmed bin Issa Al Mohannadi,
said: “The signed protocol
amending the agreement to avoid
double taxation and prevent fiscal
evasion with the People’s
Republic of China would
strengthen the existing economic
relations between the two
countries.
The People’s Republic of
China is one of the most important
trade partners of the State of
Qatar. The cooperation between
the two countries’ tax authorities
will have positive effects on
several trade and investment

aspects between the two nations.”
“The amending protocol aims
to grant Qatar Airways tax exemptions on air freight, passenger
transport. It also aims to strengthen
efforts regarding double taxation
between the two countries’ governments, encouraging trade
exchange, increasing capital
movement, enhancing investment
opportunities, and strengthen economic relations between the two
countries,” he said.
Zhou Jian said, “I am delighted
to sign the Protocol on behalf of
the Chinese Government, which is
good news for enterprises from
both countries and will help create
a better business environment for
them. ÄP2

President of the General Tax Authority, H E Ahmed bin Issa Al Mohannadi; Ambassador of
the People’s Republic of China to the State of Qatar, H E Zhou Jian, and Qatar Airways Group
Chief Executive, H E Akbar Al Baker, during the signing ceremony.

Al Gannas develops genetic examination to determine falcon identity, breed purity
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Qatar Falcon Genome Project of
Al Gannas Qatari Society has
announced the development of a highly
accurate genetic examination, the first
of its kind, to identify falcon breeds and
detect the crossbreeding ratios of
captive-bred falcons.
Dr. Khalid bin Ibrahim Al Sulaiti,
General Manager of Cultural Village
Foundation, Katara, affirmed that the
accomplishment of the Qatar Falcon

Qatar Falcon Genome Project is
considered as a significant scientific
success, and it shows the extent of the
development in Qatar at all levels.
Genome Project is considered as a significant scientific success, and it shows

the extent of the development in Qatar
at all levels.
He explained that Katara, always
hosts such achievements, due to the
diversity of its projects, which are
related to reviving heritage in the spirit
of the times and enhancing Qatari
identity.
He also emphasised that this scientific discovery would consolidate
the role of Qatar and its global pioneering position in preserving the
heritage of ‘falconry’, which is

considered a global human heritage
registered in the Unesco, and practising the hobby of falconry on scientific grounds.
It will also help researchers to
provide care for falcons and treat
them according to the highest
standards.
Ali bin Khatem Al Mehshadi,
Chairman of the Board of Directors
of the Al Gannas Qatari Society said:
“The Qatar Falcon Genome Project
has been a dream for many years, in

order to preserve falcons and wildlife
and ensure the ecological balance by
scientifically studied methods. Eventually, due to the relentless efforts by
the project, and agreements concluded by Al Gannas Society with
local and international entities,
including Qatar University, represented by the Biomedical Research
Center, to cooperate in the research
and scientific projects specialized in
falcons, we witness today this
impressive result.” ÄP3
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QF, Al-Attiyah Foundation partner to fight climate change

Amir sends
congratulations
to Pope Francis

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Creating new knowledge about
climate change in Qatar, and
raising awareness of the need
for action to tackle one of the
planet’s most urgent challenges,
will be the focus of a newlyformed partnership between
Qatar Foundation and energy
and sustainable development
think tank, The Al-Attiyah
Foundation.
The two organisations are
joining forces to amplify their
contribution to shaping a sustainable future for the country
and its people, through a collaboration that spans education,
research, and hosting a joint
climate change conference in
Qatar later this year.
Through the partnership,
Qatar Foundation (QF) and The
Al-Attiyah Foundation aim to
develop a new bank of
knowledge on key climate
change topics that can support
policies and actions in Qatar, as
well as a digital platform that
will provide people in Qatar
with climate change information customised for the
country, elevating public
awareness of the issue.
“Just as climate change
affects every single person on
our planet, the responsibility of
taking care of the planet is one
that we all share,” said H E
Sheikha Hind bint Hamad Al
Thani, Vice-Chairperson and
CEO of Qatar Foundation, who
signed a memorandum of
understanding between the two
parties to launch the

Vice-Chairperson and CEO of Qatar Foundation, H E Sheikha Hind bint Hamad Al Thani (right); and Chairman of The Al-Attiyah Foundation,
H E Abdullah bin Hamad Al Attiyah signing the MoU.

The two bodies aim to develop a new bank of knowledge on
key climate change topics that can support policies and actions
in Qatar, as well as a digital platform that will provide people
in Qatar with climate change information customised for the
country.
collaboration. “We must
empower people to recognise
our collective responsibility in
protecting the environment for
future generations. This
empowerment comes through
addressing the root causes, educating, and opening up opportunities for everyone to be an
active steward of the Earth.
“Through this partnership,
and the climate conference we
will be jointly hosting later this
year, Qatar Foundation and The

Al Attiyah Foundation aim to
provide the empowerment, the
education, and the impetus that
supports a concerted, national
climate action effort in Qatar.”
H E Abdullah bin Hamad Al
Attiyah, Chairman of The AlAttiyah Foundation, who also
signed the memorandum of
understanding, said: “It gives
me great pleasure to see The Al
Attiyah Foundation work in
close partnership with Qatar
Foundation to ensure a better

future for all.
“We are in a period of
growing international debate
on energy transition and its
implications for climate change.
This collaboration will be the
first step to ensuring that the
convening power of both Foundations is leveraged to contribute toward a zero carbon
world.” The first project under
the partnership between The Al
Attiyah Foundation and QF will
be to engage with all sectors of
the economy and the public in
Qatar in a joint climate change
conference later this year. This
conference will focus on issues
relating to Qatar’s commitment
in terms of the Paris Agreement
— an international treaty on
climate change which came into
force in 2016 — and on its

efforts to address climate
change.
By regularly publishing
technical reports on climate
change topics that have particular relevance to Qatar, QF
and The Al Attiyah Foundation
intend to form an in-depth
study of the global climate
change picture, and the actions
being taken to combat it, to
support Qatar’s policymakers
and industries.
The climate change
knowledge website that will
also be developed through the
partnership is designed to fill
gaps in Qatar-tailored information about the path that
climate change is taking and
how it can be counteracted, and
to act as both a knowledge hub
and an educational tool.

Qatar, China sign protocol to amend double taxation avoidance
FROM PAGE 1

“It will also provide, in particular, stronger momentum for
Qatari companies, including
Qatar Airways, to expand their
investments and operations in
China. Since last year, despite
the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic, China-Qatar economic and trade cooperation
has kept growing, and China
became for the first time Qatar’s

OFFICIAL NEWS

largest trading partner in 2020,
which highlights the resilience
and vitality of the bilateral pragmatic cooperation,” Zhou Jian
added.
“Currently, China is implementing its 14th Five-Year Plan,
and setting out its long-range
development objectives through
the year 2035, in order to foster
a new development pattern
centering on domestic

circulation with domestic and
international markets promoting each other, thus fully
enhancing domestic consumption and expanding
China’s opening up to a higher
level. Obviously, China’s huge
market of 1.4 billion populations
and its corresponding consumption potential will provide
a new strategic opportunity for
our pragmatic cooperation. I am

fully optimistic and confident
in this,” he added.
Akbar Al Baker, said, “We
are pleased that the Tax Authorities of both Qatar and the People’s Republic of China have
signed a new bilateral
agreement. China is an
important and significant player
in the economic world, and this
cooperation will further
strengthen the warm and strong

relations between our two
countries. “Qatar Airways has
demonstrated its continued
commitment to China, and
looks forward to further developing its presence in the
Chinese market as COVID-19
restrictions ease.” Qatar has
signed several agreements to
avoid double taxation and
prevent fiscal evasion with
other friendly countries.

DOHA: Amir H H Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani and Deputy Amir H H Sheikh Abdullah
bin Hamad Al Thani sent yesterday cables of congratulations
to Pope Francis on the occasion of the national day of the
Vatican City State. Prime Minister and Minister of Interior H
E Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin
Abdulaziz Al Thani also sent a
cable of congratulations to Prime
Minister, Secretary of State of
the Vatican City H E Cardinal
Pietro Parolin, on the occasion
of the national day of the Vatican City State. — QNA

Prime Minister
sends condolences
to Turkish Interior
Minister
DOHA: Prime Minister and Minister of Interior H E Sheikh Khalid
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani
sent yesterday a cable of condolences to Minister of Interior
of the Republic of Turkey, H E
Suleyman Soylu, on the death
of his mother. — QNA

President of
Maldives arrives
in Doha today
QNA — DOHA

President of the Republic of
Maldives H E Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih will arrive in
Doha today (Sunday), on an
official visit to the country.
Amir H H Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani will meet
H E the Maldivian President at
the Amiri Diwan tomorrow to
discuss bilateral relations and
ways to support and develop
the ties between the two
countries.
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MoTC, Doha Institute sign MoU
to develop national digital skills
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Ministry of Transport and Communications (MoTC) and Doha Institute
for Graduate Studies (DI) have signed
an MoU to boost cooperation, exchange
information and expertise, and develop
joint activities in the field of developing
digital skills in Qatar.
The MoU was signed by MoTC
Assistant Undersecretary of Digital
Society Development Reem
Mohammed Al Mansoori; and Associate Professor, Dean of the School of
Public Administration and Development Economics at DI Prof. Hamid
Ali.
As per the MoU, the two parties
will be cooperating in the fields of
conducting research and studies of
common interest and exchanging academic resources experienced in the
field. They will be also cooperating in
organising workshops and symposia
on topics of developing the professional and executive skills and leadership of Qatari nationals to

Under the MoU, DI students will be
able to participate in the training
courses QDGTP provides and
QDGTP beneficiaries will have
access to the professional training
and programmes that DI provides.

contribute to the digital transformation of the country.
Commenting on the MoU, Al Mansoori said that the Qatar Digital Government Training Program (QDGTP)
of MoTC will continue to collaborate
with partners and best technology
service providers to provide highquality training and boost the opportunities of accessing international certifications in the field of IT for ICT personnel working in the government
sector.
This, she noted, could guarantee
the continuity of developing highefficient managerial and leadership

capacities in technology domains
with a view of enhancing the execution of the objectives of the Qatar
Digital Government Strategy and
digital transformation plans in
Qatar.
“We are pleased to sign this MoU
with Doha Institute for Graduate
Studies and broaden the scope of
cooperation and scientific, knowledge
and research exchange with one of
the most reputed Qatari institutions
in the field of research projects and
scientific and knowledge production.
We are confident that this cooperation
will serve the digital transformation
plans in the country.”
Dr. Hamid Ali said DI was a
leading institution for research on
social and economic trends affecting
the needs of digital skills in Qatar,
fully prepared to share and offer its
academic experience and conduct
training courses, as well as to provide
academic staff who have regional and
global experience.
Dr Hamid added that the Doha

MoTC Assistant Undersecretary of Digital Society Development, Reem Mohammed Al
Mansoori (right); and Dean of the School of Public Administration and Development
Economics at DI, Prof. Hamid Ali, exchanging documents.

Institute has assets and achievements
in the field of training provided by the
Excellence Center for Training and
Consulting.
Further, the signing of the MoU will
allow the exchange of scientific,
knowledge, expertise and experts,

especially in scientific research and
training. As per the MoU, DI students
will be able to participate in the training
courses QDGTP provides and QDGTP
beneficiaries will have access to the
professional training and programmes
that DI provides.

Milipol Qatar 2021 signs sponsorship agreements with Barzan, Al-Hazm
SIDI MOHAMED
THE PENINSULA

The Milipol Qatar Exhibition
Committee signed yesterday an
agreement with Barzan
Holdings as a strategic sponsor
of the exhibition, and another
agreement with Al-Hazm as the
diamond sponsor of the exhibition.
The agreements were
signed by Major General Nasser
bin Fahd Al Thani, Chairman of
the Milipol Qatar Committee;
Nasser Hassan Al Naimi, President and Executive Board
Member of Barzan Holdings;
and Mohammed Abdul Karim
Al Emadi, CEO of Al-Hazm.
The two agreements were
signed at the Officers Club of the
General Directorate of Civil

Defense on the sidelines of the
press conference announcing
the launch of the 13th edition of
the International Exhibition for
Internal Security and Civil
Defense (Milipol Qatar 2021
Exhibition). The Milipol Exhibition will be held from March
15 to 17 at the Doha Exhibition
and Convention Center.
“Our cooperation with
Barzan Holdings as a strategic
sponsor of the exhibition and
the Al Hazm as a diamond
sponsor of the exhibition aims
to highlight Qatar’s firm commitment to this event, which
addresses the challenges and
anticipated features of the
future,” said Major General
Nasser bin Fahd Al Thani,
Chairman of the Milipol Qatar
Committee.

The Chairman of the Committee also said that Milipol
Qatar 2021 Exhibition will continue its distinguished career as
a pioneering event that brings
together the most prominent
internal security and civil
defence experts in the world to
help confront current and future
security issues in the region.
Nasser Hassan Al Nuaimi
said: “We are happy to sign the
strategic partnership agreement
with Milipol for the second time.
Barzan, along with its projects,
partners and subsidiaries, contributes to the realisation of the
vision of His Highness for 2030,
developing infrastructure,
building capabilities and
acquiring knowledge that
enhances Qatar’s sovereign
capabilities.

Major General Nasser bin Fahd Al Thani, Chairman of the Milipol
Qatar Committee (right); and Nasser Hassan Al Naimi, President and
Executive Board Member of Barzan Holdings, at the MoU signing
ceremony. PIC: ABDUL BASIT/ THE PENINSULA

QF’s Awsaj Academy helps students overcome learning challenges
FAZEENA SALEEM
THE PENINSULA

A unique programme offered
by Qatar Foundation’s Awsaj
Academy equips students with
the necessary skills to transition
from school to university to the
job market.
Since its launch, “Prime”
programme has supported
more than 150 boys and girls to
be better able to deal more
effectively with their educational difficulties.
“The Prime programme was
launched in 2016, for students
from grades 10 to 12, between
the ages of 18 and 25, with the
aim of helping students
overcome the educational difficulties they faced,” said
Assistant Principal, Awsaj
Academy, Essam Abdou.
Awsaj Academy falls under
the umbrella of Pre-University
Education
at
Qatar
Foundation.
“And there are 159 students
from our Academy who have
benefited from the Prime programme so far,” Abdou added.
The programme is divided
into two parts: Prime PM, which
is intended for students who
have not been successful twice
during the secondary school

stage; and Prime Plus, which is
intended for students who have
not been successful three times
or more in secondary school.
According to Abdou, following the method of competency-based education, and not
according to hierarchical grades
or ages, the program also aims
to provide students with as
many study skills as possible,
which they will need later in the
post-school life. And this
happens through approved
courses which students are
unable to sit in or complete
previously.
In the Prime programme,
students are given the opportunity to attend additional tailored-made classes that are
according to their competencies
in a specific subject, in order to
ensure that their knowledge
and grades see an improvement,
and meet their various educational needs. Students who
obtain low grades are also provided with appropriate
guidance and support to so that
they are able to graduate in a
timely manner.
For example, the English
language course focuses on
spoken language and everyday
communication, which is
known as the expediency of

Milipol Qatar to begin
tomorrow with 143 exhibitors
FROM PAGE 1

He expressed his thanks for
the confidence entrusted on
their capability to draw new
features for the security in
Qatar and he thanked the
sponsors of the Milipol Qatar
2021 who are the contributors
for the success of this
exhibition.
The sponsors include
Barzan Holding, Abdullah
Abdul Ghani Co, Eshhar
Security Services, Ooredoo,
Outbox, Al Hazm, Saleh Al
Hamad Al Mana, Huawei, Stark
Motors, Jaidah Group, Notification, MSC Qatar, Dell Technologies, Mannai Corporation,
Salam Technology, Nuctech,
Qommunication, Milaha and
Qatar Airways.
Marie Lagrenée, Milipol

Events Director, expressed her
pleasure in organising the exhibition despite the challenges
caused by the pandemic.
She stressed that Milipol
Qatar has reinforced its
position as a pioneer in the field
of security and safety
equipment, adding that it is a
good opportunity for visitors,
buyers and official delegations
to create new partnerships.
She praised Qatar’s role and
its ability to provide a safe environment for its citizens, residents, tourists and visitors
alike.
She indicated that visitors,
buyers and official delegations
will be looking to source new
partnerships and secure
emerging
business
opportunities.

Students attending Prime programme at Awsaj Academy.

language rather than the
grammar of the English language, while mathematics
focuses on everyday mathematical problems and solving
problems, rather than attention
to modern and developed
mathematics.
Over the past years, more
than 20 percent of Prime students have enrolled in university courses and specialised
programmes to obtain a bachelor’s degree, according to
Abdou.
“We have students enrolled
in QF’s partner universities such
as Texas A&M University at

Qatar, Georgetown University
in Qatar, Northwestern University in Qatar, in addition to
Qatar University, and other universities in the US and UK. Some
Prime students have also been
able to enroll in specialized programs in the military and police
colleges.
“The programme is still
expanding, as the demand for
registration increases every
day, but we are currently
working on building a more
specialized educational
program that provides focused
pathways according to the students’ desire to complete the

post-school phase, such as providing IT and public relations
courses or physical education,”
Abdou said.
Sultan Abdulaziz Al
Buainain enrolled with the
“Prime” program with an aim
to improve his academic skills
so that he could enroll in a reputable university for higher
studies. “I benefited greatly
from the program, and learned
many skills, such as the ability
to organize my time and focus
on studying more, and most
importantly, my ability to plan
my future education,” he said.
For Al Buainain, the
program helped him make
decisions about his academic
future and plan for it. He said
that the program greatly contributed to his enrollment in a
Qatar Foundation partner university – Georgetown University in Qatar.
Hamad Al Mannai, an Awsaj
Academy graduate, who was
also a Prime program student
said, “The noteworthy benefit
of the basic program was
learning how to build good
habits, as well as gaining experience in self-discipline.
Without these two things, my
attention
was
easily
distracted.”

Winter markets sell 8,000 tonnes of vegetables
FROM PAGE 1

This has contributed to
improving the marketing
method, reducing vegetable
losses, improving production
quality and selling prices of farm
owners’ products, he added.
Al Yafei added that the
Premium Vegetables Program
was launched in 2017 and the
Qatar Farms Program in 2018
by the Ministry in cooperation
with the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry (MoCI) in order to
link farm owners with large
sales outlets in the country. The
number of farms participating
in the two programs is about 150
farms, he said.
From the beginning of the
year 2021 until the end of February 2021, both programs marketed about 7,000 tonnes in all
shopping complexes, which
contributed to distributing the
supply to various marketing

outlets and improving the value
of the offered products and
selling prices, he added.
He pointed out that the Ministry has implemented a precontracting program with
farmers (Daman) in cooperation
with Mahaseel for Marketing
and Agricultural Services
Company (Mahaseel), in a
manner that ensures that all
contracting farmers obtain
appropriate prices for the
products supplied to the
company within this program.
The number of farms registered in the Daman program
during this season has reached
about 70 farms, he said, adding
the total quantity supplied
during the period from
December 2020 to February
2021 was about 2,359 tonnes of
vegetables, with a total value of
purchases amounting to
QR11.8m, and an average

purchase price estimated at
about QR5 per kg, which is considered a very appropriate price
during the season, while noting
that the percentage of farmers’
fulfillment of their shares of this
program did not exceed 40%.
Al Yafei pointed out that the
daily supply program was
launched by the ministry in
cooperation with Mahaseel,
through which the owners of
all farms supplying the
company are given prices that
achieve a higher profit margin
for them than the auction prices
in the central market ranging
from 10 to 15 percent of the
auction price for the most
important vegetables, in
addition to setting a minimum
price for the most important
food commodities to be
adopted in the event that
auction prices drop to levels
below the minimum.

“We join hands and cooperate together to achieve these
goals and build a prosperous
future for our country,” he
noted.
From Al-Hazm, Mohammed
Abdul Karim Al Emadi, affirmed
their support to contribute to
the success of the current
edition of the exhibition, which
has become a leading international destination in the region
in the areas of internal security
and civil defense.
Al-Hazm believes that supporting internal security is a
shared responsibility that
requires concerted efforts by
the government and private
sectors to enhance the stability
and security enjoyed by the
State of Qatar, he said, while
commenting on the agreement.

Al Gannas
develops genetic
examination for
falcon identity,
breed purity
FROM PAGE 1

Farouk Al Ejli, Director of
the Qatar Falcon Genome
Project, and a specialist in
genomics said that the examination was based on the latest
advances in genetics, using
state-of-the-art scientific technologies, which has allowed
access to high-quality genetic
information of several species
of falcons, that were deposited
in international bio-information repositories, followed
by a large-scale survey of
falcon populations.
Al Ejli explained that the
genetic examination accurately
uncovers the proportions of
crossbreeding in falcons,
namely those that have been
bred in captivity in breeding
farms around the world. “The
aim of developing the examination is to enable falcon conservation projects in Qatar and
abroad to detect the crossbred
populations and exclude them
from the breeding process, to
ensure the reproduction of only
pure breeds, especially the
endangered ones, in preparation for their release to the
wild based on their genetic fingerprints, without risking to
disturb the wild gene pool,”
said Al Ejli.
Muhammad bin Abdul Latif
Al Misnad, Vice Chairman of Al
Gannas Society, said: “We are
proud of this scientific
attainment in the Qatar Falcon
Genome Project, which was
launched by the Society in
January 2016, as is one of the
most important recommendations affirmed by the Second
Qatar International Falcon Veterinary Conference.” Sheikh Ali
bin Abdullah bin Thani Al Thani,
owner of the Umm Heesh
Reserve for breeding Houbara
and falcons, said the
achievement of the project was
a major scientific discovery,
through which falcons and their
factions genes can be shown,
distinguishing their strains,
which is a major move to preserve and increase falcons.
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HMC participates in WHO virtual session on smoking cessation
THE PENINSULA - DOHA

The Tobacco Control Center at
Hamad Medical Corporation
participated in a virtual session
held by the World Heath Organization recently to discuss the
cost coverage of treating the
effects of smoking, especially
the cost of consultations, visits
and treatment. The session is
part of the activities prepared
by WHO to celebrate the international day for smoking
cessation 2021 under the slogan:
“Commit to Smoking Cessation”.
The session discussed the
primary role of health or social

Dr. Ahmad Al Mulla during virtual session on smoking cessation
held by the WHO.

insurance companies to cover
the costs of consultations and
to provide treatment for
smokers. Experts from WHO in
Geneva participated in the
session along with an expert
from New Zealand.
Head of HMC’s Smoking
Cessation Center, Dr. Ahmad Al
Mulla presented a brief on
smoking cessation services in
Qatar which are provided by
Hamad Medical Corporation
including all the necessary
medications provided to citizens and residents free of
charge to help them quit
smoking, which results in

reducing treatment costs caused
by smoking and the negative
smoking effects.
A recent study conducted in
cooperation with the health
council for GCC shown that the
cost of treating smoking related
diseases in 2016 in Qatar were
around 895 million dollars
which is more QR 3 billion.
142 specialists attended the
session witnessed. It also
included speakers from WHO
in Geneva such as Dr. Rodger
Karsh, Head of Health
Awareness, Dr. Robert Totans,
from social determinants for
health and Dr. Leah Strorges,

Texas A&M innovation programme offered to high school students
THE PENINSULA - DOHA

Over five weeks, 31 high school
students in grades 9-12
explored the fundamentals of
the engineering design process
while learning from home
during the Qatar Invents: Innovating in Three Dimensions
STEM (science, technology,
engineering and math) program
developed and offered by Texas
A&M University at Qatar, a

Qatar Foundation partner
university.
STEM experts Tala Katbeh
and Benjamin Cieslinski
developed and taught Qatar
Invents, which tasked the students with coming up with novel
solutions to problems while
learning the necessary 3D computer-aided design (CAD) modeling tools to design and create
their prototypes. At the end of the
workshop, students completed

their projects and brought their
ideas to life by creating their
own engineering solutions to
the challenge presented:
improving their study-fromhome workstations to ensure
students remain healthy and are
efficient with their work.
Participating student Jannatul Mawa said, “I have always
envisioned myself as an
inventor, longing to create
things that will touch the stars

and beyond. Qatar Invents
program helped me solidify that
vision and inspired me to work
harder, all while learning a
plethora of new things along the
way in an open and friendly environment where teamwork and
curiosity is always encouraged.”
Another student inventor,
Hannah Aston, who has participated in previous online STEM
programs hosted by Texas A&M
at Qatar, said that she enjoyed

this program and the interactive
and hands-on nature of the
course. “With my prior
knowledge of the structure of the
online programs, I was eager to
do another one and learn a new
aspect of design,” Aston said.
"For a student who is
thinking about applying to this
program I would say to be creative and think outside the box
and just explore 3D modeling,"
she added.

McDonald's offers new spicy chicken range

THE PENINSULA - DOHA

McDonald’s is taking you on a roller
coaster of spices with their new exciting
spicy chicken range featuring a variety
of chicken meals. The least spicy of the
scale being the Spicy Chicken
McNuggets, every bite will mildly tingle
your taste buds.
Then comes the Spicy Chicken
Burger to add a little more heat and a
lot more flavor, followed by the enticing
Spicy McChicken, spiced just right to
make spice lovers smile. You still feel
like going the extra mile. We have what
it takes to light up your spice fire with
the Grand Chicken Spicy, the spiciest
of them all.
You might find a favourite or you
might find it hard to choose one, but
rest assured, there is a mouth-watering
spice available for every taste.
Always looking to delight their customers, McDonald’s has made sure

there is a variety of options for their
variety of customers. As guaranteed by
Mithqal Abu Nasser, General Manager
of McDonald’s Qatar, “Quality is our top
priority, coupled with ongoing focus on
food safety, hygiene, and customer
well-being.”
Hurry and challenge your taste buds
for the spiciest of McDonald’s experiences, and don’t forget to grab your
Spicy Chicken McNuggets and Spicy
Chicken Burger as they’re only available
for a limited time. Make your way to
any McDonald’s restaurant, or order
your favorite spicy chicken meal from
your office, or the comfort of your home
through the McDonald’s App.
While you await your order,
McDonald’s is offering you a chance to
win amazing valuable prizes.
All you have to do is download the
McDonald’s App to participate in the
‘Spice It Up’ challenge and maybe you
could be one of the lucky winners.

Senior Consultant in Smoking
Cessation in New Zealand.
Attendees stressed the
importance of covering the costs
of treatments by health insurance
companies as smoking cessation
is strongly related to the
reduction of health services costs
in countries and recommended
a support and activation by WHO.
HMC’s Smoking Cessation
Center urges smokers to benefit
from the services provided by
the center to help themselves
quit smoking.
People can contact the
center by calling 40254981 or
50800959.

524 referred to
prosecution for
COVID-19
violations
QNA — DOHA

The designated authorities
referred 524 people to the
designated prosecution for
violating the preventive and
precautionary measures
enforced by the country to
contain the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19).
Among them, 515 people
were referred to the designated prosecution for not
wearing masks in places
where they are mandatory,
one person for not adhering to
the safe distance, and eight
people for not installing
Ehteraz app on their mobile
phones.
The measure is in line with
the Cabinet decision, Decree
Law No. 17 of 1990 on infectious diseases, and the precautionary measures in force in
the country to contain the
spread of COVID-19.
The designated authorities
called on the public to adhere
to the precautionary measures
in place to ensure their safety
and the safety of others.

MoPH: 483 new
virus cases and
299 recoveries
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Ministry of Public Health
(MoPH) yesterday announced
the registration of 483 new
confirmed cases of COVID-19.
Among them 71 were travellers
returning from abroad.
Also 299 people have
recovered from the virus,
bringing the total number of
recovered cases in Qatar to
157,876.
All new cases have been
introduced to isolation and are
receiving necessary healthcare
according to their health
status.
The total number of positive COVID-19 cases recorded
in Qatar is 169,767 and there
are 11,626 active cases under
treatment.
While the first phase of
COVID-19 vaccinations has
started in Qatar and in the
coming months it will be
available for the public for
free, the Ministry has stressed
it is important for everyone to
play their role in controlling
the virus by following precautionary measures including
adhering to physical distancing; avoiding close contact
with others, crowded places,
and confined closed spaces
where other people congregate; wearing a face mask
and
washing
hands
regularly.
The Ministry further said
that measures to tackle
COVID-19 in Qatar have succeeded in flattening the curve
and limiting the spread of the
virus. “Due to the measures
put in place by Qatar’s government and the support of the
public in following preventive
steps, Qatar succeeded in suppressing the spread of the virus
since its peak in July. However,
over the past month in Qatar
has seen a gradual and consistent increase in the number
of new daily infections,” it said.
“For this reason, the Ministry said, it is more important
than ever that people adhere
to preventive measures to cut
off second wave before it gains
momentum.
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QU highlights importance of healthy society
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Head of Department of Human
Nutrition at Qatar University
(QU) Dr. Tahra El Obeid, has
highlighted the importance of
good health to individuals and
society.
Dr. El Obeid also noted that the
Human Nutrition Dept at QU is
dedicated to implementing
education, research, and
outreach activities designed to
promote a safe, nutritious,
accessible, and affordable food
that enhances human health.
“Health is the most
important asset to humanity,
and the way to be healthy is
through nutrition. Nutrition
will aid in the development
and change of health, for the
individual and the community. Several factors affect
people’s health, including
genetics and the environment
in which they live. Nutritional
applications can even treat
diseases caused by genetics,”
Dr. El Obeid said.
“The health of society is
directly proportional to the
health of the individuals constituting the society,” she added.
Dietitians are the only
healthcare professionals competent and knowledgeable in
human nutrition. Hence, dietitian’s education is essential for
accurate counseling. QU offers

Dr. Tahra El Obeid, Head of QU’s
Department of Human Nutrition

the ‘Supervised Professional
Practice,’ a training process for
students who want to become
competent dietitians.
The Human Nutrition
Department has full accreditation from the Accreditation
Council for Education in
Nutrition and Dietetics
(ACEND). ACEND recognition
is granted to dietetics programmes located in colleges or
universities outside the US
based on a review of an eligibility application, self-study,
and site visit by ACEND.
Recently, the Human
Nutrition
Department
launched a new Master of
Science (MSc) degree, where
students can practice
advanced course work in the

biochemical, clinical, community, and behavioural
aspects of nutrition.
While discussing new
researches by the department,
Dr. El Obeid said: “Faculty
members from the Human
Nutrition Department have
several research grants at a
national and international level
and are currently working on
studies related to the non-communicable diseases, obesity,
food safety, Qatari foods and
some on the relationship
between nutrition and
COVID-19.”
Current research by the
department includes screen
time, fast food consumption
concerning glycemic control,
vitamin D and dietary patterns,
the relationship between bone
mineral density and body composition among Qatari females,
Qatar Biobank for Medical
Research (QBB) data, plantbased diet, and its association
with cancer, rice intake and
cognitive function among
Qatari adults and serum magnesium and body composition
among Qatari adults.
“These researches have a
direct effect on Qatar and globally. The availability of precise
information relating to a population’s nutritional status and
the health outcomes associated
with it is an important factor for

the development of policies and
procedures that would help
alleviate the nutrition-related
diseases,” she added.
She
said
nutrition
awareness events would be
conducted in March and April,
including the ‘SMART START’
event, which will provide many
nutrition awareness activities
for children in public and
private schools. The ‘Healthy
and Active Employees’ event
targets the QU community,
includes a nutrition awareness
webinar and focuses on healthy
culinary techniques to modify
traditional Qatari, Asian, and
Arabic cuisine.
Furthermore, a series of
workshops entitled ‘Beginning
your Path to Success’ will be
delivered to alumni to update
and boost their knowledge.
The Department of Human
Nutrition also continues to
expand its other outreach activities, while new virtual platforms have made it even easier
to reach many people.
“Despite the challenges,
The College of Health Sciences
has managed to move steadily
ahead, and the past year has
been filled with numerous
accomplishments in several
areas such as teaching,
research, community service,
and events,” Dr. El Obeid
added.

Student project at NU-Q amplifies
voices from the Global South
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Northwestern Qatar students
have provided additional
content on Wikipedia to give
voice to underrepresented
people and topics from the
Global South. In a class on intercultural and international
communication, the students
submitted and edited Englishlanguage entries on cultural,
social, and political topics
related to the Global South.
Northwestern Qatar Professor Banu Akdenizli teaches
the course and said that the
project is “an attempt to
decolonize Wikipedia” by contributing content on regions
that have historically suffered
from a lack of representation
in academia, media, and the
online world.
“Not only are issues concerning the Global South not
well addressed on Wikipedia,
but they are also in need of
improvement,” she said,
stressing that Northwestern
Qatar students are uniquely
positioned to lead on efforts to
introduce and translate content
about the region as

Northwestern Qatar students Evghenia Scripinc (left) and Farina Amir

multi-lingual writers and
researchers from the region.
From information about a
local dialect in Western parts
of Ukraine to Middle Eastern
cuisines, students used their
research and fact-checking
skills to investigate existing
entries about the region, synthesize the available literature,
and use verified sources to add
meaningful contributions to
Wikipedia.For Northwestern
Qatar student Evghenia
Scripnic, the project was a
chance to learn the historical
roots of the Pokutia-Bukovyna

dialect, which was spoken by
her ancestors. Scripnic was surprised to find limited information about the dialect on the
Wikipedia page, so she
researched archives, pictures,
and maps to find verified
sources and peer-reviewed art
i
c
l
e
s
.
After researching the language,
she added content to the Wikipedia page that the language
had “originated in Pokuttya and
Bukovyna under the influence
of the Romanian language.”
“I felt I needed to write
about the Pokutia- Bukovyna

dialect to give an insider perspective on cultural specificities
of the region and because
someone else from Russia could
write about it from their perspective and ignore the voices
of the dialect’s native speakers,”
Evghenia Scripnic.Mayassa
Ghaddas, another student in the
class, said that she was able to
provide information on Palestinian culture that empowers
alternative narratives to what
she considers an ideological
bias in Wikipedia’s English contributors, which favors the
Israeli viewpoint. Ghaddas’s
contributions on Palestinian
culture showcase elements of
the Palestinian identity in the
fields of art, literature, music,
and cuisine, and looks at how
it has been “influenced by the
many diverse cultures and religions which have existed in historical Palestine, from the early
Canaanite period onward.”
She pointed out that her use
of a neutral tone and reliance
on verified sources of information allowed her to challenge
existing anti-Palestinian narratives and engage in factchecking .

Mall of Qatar announces new stores
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Mall of Qatar recently
announced new stores at
the destination, giving
customers an exciting
choice of new regional and
international leading
brands.
The new range of
unique fashion, cosmetics,
spa, and dining options
highlight the mall’s commitment to enhancing its
visitors’ experiences.
Emile Sarkis, General
Manager of Mall of Qatar,
said: “We would like to
welcome the new joiners
from international and
regional leading brands to
our rich portfolio at the
mall, which will add significant value to our customers’ experiences and
give them easy access to
new and trending brands
at their favourite
destination.
The new stores feature
different categories that
appeal to our customers’
needs and expectations,
and we will continue to set
new standards in retail
offerings and respond to
Qatar’s growing market
demands.”
With the existing and
new dining outlets, customers can try new

The new range of
unique fashion,
cosmetics, spa, and
dining options
highlight the mall’s
commitment to
enhancing its visitors’
experiences.

flavours at Maia Lounge,
serving the best confectionaries, chocolate, and
Turkish delights with
outdoor
seating;
Mestooran Restaurant, a
premium authentic
Persian cuisine facing the
Oasis stage; and Debauve
and Gallais that offers
luxury chocolates from the
chocolate maker along
with the most delectable
of desserts.
Also, Kaldi café is welcoming customers to serve
a selection of coffee and
delicious breakfast
options.
Besides, Mall of Qatar
customers will enjoy an
array of new options that
will be opening soon,
including
Wooden
Bakery, the well-recognised brand in the Middle
East which offers
products such as Arabic

bread, French bread, soft
buns, salty pastries; Dairy
Queen, one of the world’s
favorite quick-service
restaurant; and Bo’s
Coffee, the exemplary
café where people can
work, laugh, or bond in a
place to call home.
Fashion enthusiasts
can now enjoy the introduction of new brands,
including the first Bianca
Nera department store in
the region, englobing the
renowned
brands
Almanova, Aura, Hera,
Ava & Scapre; Luxury Signature, the unique
concept store which
houses watches, jewelry,
accessories, art pieces,
luxury goods and home
accessories of luxurious
lifestyle; and XIMI VOGUE

for
fashion
and
accessories.
More fashion stores
will open their doors soon,
including Nirramaaya, the
traditional ethnic women’s
fashion brand; Per Lei
Couture, the luxury multibrand boutique; Petit
Bateau for men and children’s fashion; and Alzzay
Al Maghribi kiosk that displays a selection of
Moroccan and oriental
abayas.
Perfume lovers now
have the chance to try
scents from the international perfume brand
Fratelli Diamanti.
At the same time,
Ladies can experience a
wide range of spa treatments and services at
Micha Beauty Center.

Ooredoo is Diamond Sponsor
for Milipol Qatar 2021
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Ooredoo Qatar has been
announced as a Diamond
Sponsor for Milipol Qatar 2021,
the international event for
homeland security and civil
defence in the Middle East.
The Milipol Qatar exhibition
runs from March 15-17 at the
Doha Exhibition and Convention Center (DECC). The
State of Qatar launched its first
event dedicated to homeland
security in the Middle East
under the Milipol trademark in
1996.
Milipol Qatar 2021 coincides with an increasing
number of cyber-attacks globally. Ooredoo’s proposition
includes end-to-end security
solutions capable of fully
securing operations and monitoring
a
customer’s
infrastructure.
The national carrier aims
to create a safe and digitally
hyper-connected environment
in support of the Qatar National
Vision 2030, using an innovative global approach to
digital services as the main
partner in all aspects of corporate digital services and
security, providing vital tools
for government and military
use.Sponsorship of this pivotal
regional security event reflects
Ooredoo’s primary position in
two key fields: both as a
national carrier providing
secured and safe network and
connectivity services in line
with military-grade standards
and as an aspirational leader
in ICT solutions.
The sponsorship package

is especially relevant given
Ooredoo’s specific focus on
cybersecurity, its work on
large-scale projects, and a
Managed Security Services Provider (MSSP).Ooredoo will
showcase its ICT platforms at
Milipol Qatar 2021: its Managed
Security Services, including
Security Operations Centre,
DDoS mitigation suite, Cloud
Web Security and Web Application Firewall; its Data Centre
& Cloud, which incorporates
Cyber Recovery Solution, Cloud
Backup and Microsoft Azure
services; its Internet of Things
solutions including Fleet Management and IoT Connect; and
its Collaboration solutions,
which can make communication easier in crises such as
the pandemic.
Chief Commercial Officer
at Ooredoo Sheikh Nasser Bin
Hamad Bin Nasser Al Thani –
said, “Yet again, Ooredoo’s
extensive experience in the
events industry has helped to
secure a partnership with a
major exhibitor. Moreover, this
is particularly relevant within
the homeland security sphere,
given our history of supplying
crucial services and solutions
for safeguarding nationwide
infrastructure and networks, as
well as technical provision
critical to resilience and crisis
management.”
“Our unique combination
of ISP and ICT capabilities can
provide flexible business
models to support the State and
local businesses, overcoming
even the most critical challenges — as seen during the
recent pandemic,” he added.

Inspectors record 2 violations
of building regulation
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Technical Monitoring
Section at Al Shamal Municipality recorded two violations
of the provisions of the law for
building regulation in February.
The municipal inspectors also
recorded three violations
related to the encroachment of
public properties, said the
Ministry of Municipality and

Environment in a statement.
The inspectors made 230 visits
to ensure the compliance of
building regulations and they
conducted 20 inspections to
curb the encroachment of
public properties last month.
The Technical Monitoring
Section at the Municipality
issued 18 certificates of hygiene
and received a number of
complaints.
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US resumes aid to Yemen
north as famine looms
AP — WASHINGTON

The United States announced a
resumption of aid to Yemen’s
rebel-held north on Friday to
fight a looming famine as the
country’s nearly six-year-old
war grinds on. UN officials
warned that a blockade of fuel
deliveries to a main port was
heightening the world’s worst
humanitarian crisis.
The aid concern came as
President Joe Biden’s envoy to
Yemen expressed frustration at
the country’s Houthi rebels,
saying they were focusing on
fighting to capture more territory while an international
and regional diplomatic push
was underway to end the
conflict.
“Tragically, and somewhat
confusingly for me, it appears
that the Houthis are prioritising
a military campaign” to seize
central Marib province, envoy
Tim Lenderking said. He spoke
in an online event sponsored
by the Atlantic Council think
tank, after his more than twoweek trip in the region to push
for a cease-fire and ultimately
a peace deal.
The developments deepen
the challenges for the Biden
administration as it goes out on
a limb to try to end the Yemen
war through diplomacy,
reversing previous US administrations’ support for an inconclusive Saudi-led military

The aid concern
came as President
Joe Biden’s envoy
to Yemen expressed
frustration at the
country’s Houthi
rebels, saying they
were focusing on
ﬁghting to capture
more territory while
an international and
regional diplomatic
push was underway to
end the conﬂict.
offensive that tried to roll back
the Iran-allied Houthi rebels.
The rebels have shown no sign
of relenting despite Biden’s diplomatic overtures, adding to
tensions between the US and
its strategic partner Saudi
Arabia.
Lenderking said the Houthis
have had a cease-fire proposal
before them for a “number of
days” and urged them to
respond positively.
He gave no details,
including whether the proposal
was new or an updated version
of a nationwide cease-fire plan
that UN special envoy Martin
Griffiths announced last year.
Fighting
and

massive displacement of
people, crippling fuel shortages
and rising food prices have
50,000 Yemenis already caught
up in famine and 5 million more
a step away from it, the United
Nations says. It projects
400,000 Yemeni children
under 5 are at risk of dying this
year from malnutrition.
The war began when the
Houthi rebels seized the capital,
Sana'a, and much of the north
in 2014. Saudi Arabia has led an
unsuccessful air campaign since
2015 to try to dislodge the
rebels, while rival Iran has consolidated its support for the
Houthis.
Biden has reversed Obama
and Trump administration
policy in the conflict by pulling
US support for the Saudi-led
offensive. Biden’s six-week-old
administration is reviving US
diplomatic efforts to end the
conflict.
Friday’s announcement on
renewed US humanitarian
support for the north comes
about a year after the Trump
administration stopped some
aid on the grounds that Houthis
were diverting the foreign
assistance for themselves. The
Trump administration move
affected about $50m in aid, out
of more than $1.5bn in humanitarian assistance the US has
provided Yemen since 2019, the
US Agency for International
Development said.

Civil defence members stand outside the new Salt government hospital in the city of Salt, Jordan,
yesterday.

Jordan health minister steps down
after deaths in coronavirus ward
AP — SALT

Jordan’s health minister
stepped down yesterday after
at least six patients in a
COVID-19 patient ward died at
a hospital near the capital
Amman due to a shortage of
oxygen supplies, Jordanian
state media reported.
Jordanian Prime Minister
Bisher Al Khasawneh ordered
an investigation into the deaths
early Saturday morning at a
government hospital in the town
of Salt, 20km north of Amman.

He asked Health Minister
Nathir Obeidat to resign,
according to the reports. The Al
Rai newspaper, a government
mouthpiece, confirmed that
Obeidat had resigned.
Jordan, home to 10 million
people, is grappling with
surging coronavirus infections
and deaths and struggling to
secure vaccines.
About 150 relatives of the
patients gathered outside the
hospital, which was surrounded
by a large deployment of police
and security officers, who

Turkey rejects ‘unfounded’ claims by European Parliament
ANADOLU — ANKARA

Turkey on Friday rejected
“unfounded” allegations by the
European Parliament.
“We reject the unfounded
allegations regarding our
country, which embraced millions of Syrians and assumed
heavy responsibilities on its own

due to the conflict, were included
in the resolution adopted in the
European Parliament’s General
Assembly on the occasion of the
10th anniversary of the Syrian
conflict,” the Foreign Ministry
said in a statement.
It also demonstrates the
European Parliament’s biased
approach and is away from

honesty against Turkey, it said.
Turkey carried out operations in northern Syria against
terror groups threatening
Syrian and Turkish people along
the Turkish border based on the
right of self-defence, according
to the statement.
All necessary measures
were taken to prevent any harm

Bayanat Engineering: The ICT
solutions provider for HIA

T

he rapid development of Information
Communication technology (ICT) over
the last 50 years marked the rise of the
Digital Age. The aviation sector, at its core
a manifestation of technological advancement,
relies heavily on ICT.
Why use ICT in aviation?
ICT involves devices (phones, computers, etc.),
applications, Internet and wireless networks, telecommunications and software that placed together
in a system, ensure transmission and storage of
information in the digital space. It is, therefore,
crucial that good communication is established not
only among the staff but also between the technical structures involved, for the proper functioning
of the airport system. Moreover, the information
should be safely stored and transmitted. This is
where the ICT comes into play and contribute to
various fields of communications in the airport.
Cabling systems
The structured cabling systems (SCN) are an
essential part of the airport’s telecommunications
infrastructure (transmission of signals via wires,
broadcasting, telephone, telegraph, etc.) that
involves not only cables, but various other types of
hardware. Apart from providing efficient telephone
services, it also allows data to be quickly and safely
transferred between the computer networks within
the airport, as well as to its outside receptors. It is
a design and installation of the cables that starts at
a point called the network interface device (the endpoint of the service provider) and props up the
various hardware involved in the airport infrastructure, maintaining connections in the entirety
of the airport systems. Cables have to be installed
according to standards. Cabling has various socalled subsystems, the established connection
points: Entrance facilities, equipment rooms,
backbone cabling, horizontal cabling, telecom
rooms and work-area components.
Data Communication Hardware and
Computer Network Equipment
To be able to efficiently pass on data between
the different parts of the aerodrome, such as its terminals, or even its many computers, data communication hardware and computer network
equipment are used. Storage and servers are also
an essential part of data hardware, as they constitute the data center equipment. A file server stores
information on one networked computer, while
interlinking the network’s users and allowing them
to access this data through their connected devices.
Data communication hardware also includes
storage for the tons of data that are being processed
at the airports every year.
The computer network equipment of an airport
serves as a link between various devices, splitting,
switching, sending and boosting information signals
around the network. There are also certain protocols that prescribe the way data should be handled
by these devices. Some types include the host

to the civilian population during
and after the operations, it said,
adding that the people of the
region were rescued from the
persecution of IS and PKK/YPG
terror organisations.
Thanks to the stabilisation
efforts of local elements under the
leadership of the Syrian Interim
Government, peace, and stability

Palestinians, League condemn
Czech opening of diplomatic
office in Jerusalem
REUTERS — RAMALLAH

computer, hubs, Network interface cards, routers,
gateways, firewalls and modems.
Distributed antennas (DAS)
These are the antennas connected to a single
point and distributed around an area. The
structure allows for better network performance,
with one antenna wholly covering its assigned
zone, without disturbing the coverage provided
by others of its kind. At airports, the DAS could
be used to distribute wireless service coverage.
This includes cellular and Wi-Fi connections, PCS
and even public safety services.
Security, cloud computing and IoT
With the amount of data stored at the airports, there is need for security. If this confidential
information is hacked into, the consequences
may be detrimental to the airport. Various cybersecurity and information security systems are
installed to prevent unauthorized access to data,
its inappropriate modification or deletion.
The Internet of Things (IoT) or the devices
that are interconnected via Internet, relies heavily
on cloud computing, which is the provision of
services or solutions, such as software, databases,
analytics, storage, servers, etc. This allows for
flexibility of resources, lowering of operating
costs and more efficient performance of the
system, as the services are specifically tailored
to the airport’s needs.
IP telephony and IP television
The basis of the modern-day airport ICT is interconnection, facilitation of information transmission
and flexibility of service. Internet Protocol telephony
is no different. IP telephony is a phone system reliant
on the Internet Protocol’s packet switch connections
for voice data transmission. The Internet aspect allows
for better sound quality and lower charges. Implementing these into the many systems of the airport
could help attract more customers and provide voice
services for airlines. Airports seek to provide good
customer experience to all visitors, so Internet Protocol television (IPTV) is installed in large international flight hubs. The IP television could be connected to a local area network or a wide area
network. As a user of IPTV, you are able to stream
programs and series on demand.
Bayanat Engineering specializes in these
and other ICT solutions for airports around
the world. An important figure in the Middle
Eastern aviation sector, Bayanat Engineering
is notably behind the installation of the information communication technologies in Hamad
International Airport. For more information,
check ou website: bayanatengineering.com

have been established, and more
than 420,000 refugees have been
voluntarily and safely returned to
these regions, it noted.
“The main thing that the
European Parliament should criticism is that the PKK / YPG’s
recently increasing terrorist attacks
that is aimed at disrupting peace
and stability in the region,” it said

The Palestinian Authority and
the Arab League yesterday
condemned the Czech Republic’s opening of a diplomatic
office in Jerusalem, calling it a
violation of international law.
Prague opened a Jerusalem
branch of its Israel embassy,
which is located in Tel Aviv, on
Thursday. Its inauguration,
attended by Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babis, was two
weeks after Israel sent several
thousand COVID-19 vaccine
doses to the Czech Republic.
The Palestinian Foreign Ministry said it considered Prague’s
move “a blatant attack on the
Palestinian people and their
rights, a flagrant violation of
international law,” and said it
would harm peace prospects.
In Cairo, Arab League Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul
Gheit said in a statement: “The
legal status of Jerusalem will not
be affected by the decision of
one country or another to open
representative offices. East Jerusalem is an occupied land under
the International law.”

Jerusalem’s status is one of
the thorniest issues in the
decades-old Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. Israel annexed the
eastern part of the city in a
move not recognised internationally and regards all of Jerusalem as its capital.
The Palestinians seek East
Jerusalem, which Israel captured along with the West Bank
and Gaza in the 1967 Middle
East War, as the capital of a
future independent state.
Although the Czech Republic
supports a two-state solution to
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
it was named in an International
Criminal Court pre-trial decision
last month as one of the countries supporting Israel’s
argument that the court had no
jurisdiction over war crimes in
the Palestinian territories.
The Czech Republic is also
one of Israel’s strongest supporters in the European Union.
Last month Israel froze its
short-lived
“vaccine
diplomacy” programme to send
COVID-19 vaccines abroad to
buy international goodwill after
it came under legal scrutiny.

prevented the families from
entering.
One of those waiting anxiously outside was Fares Kharabsha, whose parents are
COVID-19 patients. He was
inside when the oxygen ran out
in the ward and said medical
and civil defence workers and
people from outside the hospital rushed with portable
oxygen devices to try to prevent
more deaths.
“They resuscitated a large
number of people, including my
father and mother,” he said.

Crowd attacks
Iran coast guard
station after
smuggler shot
AP — TEHRAN

Protesters attacked a coast
guard station in southern Iran
after a patrol from the force
shot and killed a fuel smuggler,
the semiofficial Fars news
agency reported yesterday.
The report said the attack
happened Friday when coast
guard patrols shot at vessels
smuggling fuel to neighboring
countries, killing at least one
smuggler.
Fars didn’t identify the
person killed but said he was
a 31-year-old man aboard one
of the vessels allegedly smuggling fuel.
General Hossein Dehaki,
chief of the coast guard in
southern
Hormozgan
province, was quoted in the
Fars report as saying an undetermined number of people
later attacked the coast guard
station in the Kouhestak district. He said several coast
guard members were injured
and the crowd damaged cars,
vessels and equipment.
Dehaki said calm was
restored to the district, located
some 1,120km south of the
capital Tehran, by late Friday
afternoon.
The violence came some
two weeks after at least three
alleged fuel smugglers in
neighboring Sistan and Baluchestan province were killed
in clashes and a crowd of
people attacked the local governor’s office in the town of
Saravan near the border with
Pakistan.
The area is one of the least
developed parts of Iran.

Protest against mounting hardships in Lebanon
A demonstrator gestures during a protest against the fall in Lebanese currency and mounting
economic hardships, in Beirut, Lebanon.
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UNSC urges Somalia to hold polls without delay
AP — UNITED NATIONS

The UN Security Council urged
Somalia’s government on Friday
to organise elections “without
delay” in a resolution that
stressed the pressing threat to the
country’s security from Al Shabab
and armed opposition groups.
The resolution, which was
adopted
unanimously,
authorized the African Union to
maintain its nearly 20,000strong force in Somalia until the
end of the year with a mandate
to reduce the threat from the
extremist groups to enable “a
stable, federal, sovereign and
united Somalia.”
The UN’s most powerful
body said its objective is to
transfer security to Somali
authorities, with the aim of

The Security Council expressed concern at the
delays in ﬁnalising arrangements for elections
this year. It urged the federal government
and regional states “to organise free, fair,
credible and inclusive elections” in line with a
September 17, 2020, agreement.
Somalia taking the lead in 2021,
and achieving full responsibility
by the end of 2023.
It emphasises the importance of building the capacity
of Somali forces and institutions
so they are able to manage
current and future threats, and
authorizes the AU force, known
as AMISOM, to support the
transfer of its security responsibilities to the government.
The resolution’s adoption

came amid growing pressure on
Somalia’s President Mohamed
Abdullahi Mohamed after
scheduled elections on February
8 failed to take place because of
the lack of agreement on how
the vote should be carried out.
Two regional states have said
they would not take part without
a deal.
Critics accuse Mohamed, who
is seeking a second four-year
term, of delaying the election to

extend his current mandate. The
president has blamed unnamed
foreign interventions.
The Security Council
expressed concern at the delays
in finalising arrangements for
elections this year. It urged the
federal government and
regional states “to organise free,
fair, credible and inclusive elections” in line with a September
17, 2020, agreement.
Three decades of chaos, from
warlords to Al Qaida affiliate Al
Shabab to the emergence of an
Islamic State-linked group, have
ripped apart the country that only
in the past few years has begun
to find its footing.
The Security Council welcomed “progress achieved so
far” but also stressed the immediate threat from Al Shabab and

other extremist groups. It condemned their attacks in Somalia
and beyond “in the strongest
possible terms.”
Council members welcomed the government’s commitment to conduct joint operations with AMISOM “in order
to become the primary security
provide in Somalia.”
But they said “Somalia is not
yet in a position to take full
responsibility for its own security
and that degrading Al Shabab and
armed opposition groups and
building and sustaining peace will
therefore require continued
regional and international collaboration and support.”
While the British-drafted
resolution was adopted unanimously, the council’s three
African members — Niger,

Tunisia and Kenya — and Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines
objected to the way negotiations
were conducted, saying they
weren’t properly consulted.
Niger’s UN Ambassador
Abdou Abarry said “the African
Union must play a leadership
role in determining the future
of its mission to Somalia
throughout the transition.”
“It is our sincere hope that
the implementation of this resolution will be marked by meaningful participation, cooperation
and collaboration between the
council, the AU and other
partners in the common
endeavour to stabilise Somalia
by systematically degrading terrorist groups to allow peace and
security to the people of
Somalia,” Abarry said.

UN calls on foreign troops,
mercenaries to leave Libya
AP — UNITED NATIONS

The UN Security Council urged
countries with troops and
mercenaries in Libya to
withdraw them “without delay”
as demanded in the cease-fire
agreement between the country’s warring parties.
A presidential statement
approved by all 15 council
members welcomed a key step
following the October ceasefire
— Wednesday’s vote by the
country’s House of Representatives endorsing the newly
appointed interim government
charged with leading the
country to elections on
December 24.
The UN’s most powerful
body called on all Libyan parties
to ensure a smooth handover
to the interim government of
Prime Minister Abdul Hamid
Dbeibah.
Oil-rich Libya was plunged
into chaos after a 2011 Natobacked uprising toppled
longtime dictator Muammar
Gaddafi and split the country
between a UN-supported

Plea to protect
voter rights in
CAR elections
ANADOLU — ANKARA

Authorities in the Central
African Republic (CAR) must
ensure the protection of candidates, voters and electoral
materials in the second round
of legislative polls and
by-elections scheduled for
March 14, a UN expert urged
on Friday.
“Regardless of political party,
all candidates, including independents, should have the protection of the security and
defence forces for campaigning,
field operations, and polling
station representation,” said Yao
Agbetse, an expert on the human
rights situation in the CAR.
Agbetse urged authorities
to ensure that the second
round of polls “will be credible,
transparent, open and
peaceful.” He also called for
all candidates to have equal
access to public media.
“I encourage the High
Council for Communication to
continue its work of monitoring the flow of information
on the media and social networks and to ensure that the
authors of messages of hatred,
manipulation and incitement
to violence are identified and
brought to justice,” he said.
Agbetse urged the Coalition of Patriots for Change
(CPC) and other armed groups
to immediately stop what he
described as actions aimed at
destabilizing the proper
conduct of the polls.
At least 100,000 people have
been displaced by recent violence. Another 107,000 fled to
neighbouring Cameroon, Chad
and the Democratic Republic of
Congo, according to the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR).
Congolese authorities estimated that 92,000 refugees
have arrived from CAR after
election-linked violence
erupted in December.

government in Tripoli and rival
authorities based in the country’s east, each side backed by
an array of local militias as well
as regional and foreign powers.
In April 2019, Haftar and his
forces, backed by Egypt and the
United Arab Emirates, launched
an offensive to try and capture
Tripoli. His campaign collapsed
after Turkey stepped up its military support of the UN-supported government with hundreds of troops and thousands
of Syrian mercenaries.
The October cease-fire
agreement called for the withdrawal of all foreign forces and
mercenaries in three months
and adherence to a UN arms
embargo, provisions which
have not been met.
In January, the United States
called on Russia, Turkey and the
UAE to immediately halt their
military interventions. Russia’s
UN Mission said at the time that
it didn’t have any military personnel “on Libyan soil” but
didn’t exclude the possibility of
mercenaries.
Last year, UN experts said

the Wagner Group, a private
Russian security company, had
provided between 800 and
1,200 mercenaries to Hifter.
There are thousands of mercenaries in Libya also from Syria,
Sudan and Chad, according to
Security Council diplomats.
The presidential statement
also calls for “full compliance
with the arms embargo,” which
has been repeatedly violated
according to the experts.
A UN advance team is in
Libya as a first step to sending
international monitors under a
UN umbrella to observe the
cease-fire. It is expected to
return next week.
The Security Council underlined “the importance of a
credible and effective Libyanled Ceasefire Monitoring Mechanism under UN auspices.”
Council members said they look
forward to receiving proposals
from Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres after the advance team
returns on its “tasks and scale.”
The council statement
called on the interim government to make preparations

Members of the military engineering team dismantle mines in Abu Grein, Libya, yesterday.

for December’s presidential and
parliamentary elections
“including arrangements to
ensure the full, equal and meaningful participation of women.”
It also called on the interim
government to prioritize implementation of the October

cease-fire agreement, improve
the delivery of services to the
Libyan people, launch a comprehensive national reconciliation process, and adhere to
international humanitarian law
including the protection of
civilians.

Looking ahead, the council
said plans are needed “for the
disarmament, demobilization
and reintegration of armed
groups, security sector reform
and to establish an inclusive,
civilian-led security architecture for Libya as a whole.”

Ethiopia denies ‘ethnic cleansing’; open to outside probe
AP — KAMPALA

The Ethiopian government is
disputing charges of ethnic
cleansing in the Tigray conflict,
calling allegations by the United
States “unfounded.”
“Nothing during or after the
end of the main law
enforcement operation in
Tigray can be identified or
defined by any standards as a
targeted, intentional ethnic
cleansing against anyone in the
region,” the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said in a statement
yesterday.
“That is why the Ethiopian

government vehemently
opposes such accusations.”
Allegations of ethnic
cleansing amount to “a completely unfounded and spurious
verdict against the Ethiopian
government,” it said, accusing
Washington of “overblowing
things out of proportion.”
US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken asserted Wednesday
that ethnic cleansing has happened in western Tigray, the first
time a top official in the international community has openly
described Tigray’s alleged atrocities as such.
Blinken told the foreign

affairs committee of the US
House of Representatives that the
US is “seeing very credible
reports of human rights abuses
and atrocities that are ongoing”
in Tigray, a region in the north of
Ethiopia that is the base of a party
that dominated Ethiopian politics
for decades before the rise of
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed.
The leaders of that party,
known by its initials TPLF, are
in hiding as federal forces and
their allies — including fighters
from Eritrea — hunt down
fighters loyal to the local
administration in Tigray.
The conflict began in

November, when Abiy sent government troops into Tigray after
an attack there on federal military facilities. No one knows
how many thousands of civilians
have been killed in the conflict.
While Ethiopia’s government says a federal investigation of the alleged crimes is
underway, critics say the government cannot effectively
investigate itself. They want an
international probe, ideally led
by the United Nations. The latest
government statement suggested an openness to a probe
featuring outside groups.
If necessary, the statement

said, the government will
“conduct joint investigations
with the relevant bodies” from
the international community,
including the African Union.
Blinken has urged Abiy to
end hostilities in Tigray. Eritrean
troops as well as fighters from
Amhara, an Ethiopian region
bordering Tigray, “need to come
out,” Blinken said in his testimony on Wednesday, adding
that the region needs “a force
that will not abuse the human
rights of the people of Tigray or
commit acts of ethnic cleansing,
which we’ve seen in western
Tigray. That has to stop.”

South Sudan force told to
prevent return to civil war
AP — UNITED NATIONS

A man receives the AstraZeneca/Oxford vaccine under the COVAX scheme at the Eka Kotebe General
Hospital in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, yesterday.

Ethiopia rolls out AstraZeneca vaccine
ANADOLU — ADDIS ABABA

Hoping to curb a recent spike
in infections, Ethiopia kicked
off its COVID-19 vaccination
drive yesterday.
Jabs were administered in
several major cities, including the
capital Addis Ababa, where top
government officials and UN representatives attended a ceremony at the Eka General

Hospital. Doctors, nurses, and
support staff at the hospital, one
of Ethiopia’s main COVID-19
treatment centers, were given
shots of the AstraZeneca vaccine.
Ethiopia received its first
batch of 2.2 million doses of the
AstraZeneca vaccine last week
under the COVAX initiative, a
project co-led by the World
Health Organization (WHO)
that aims to ensure equitable

distribution of vaccines around
the world.
Speaking at the ceremony,
Education Minister Getahun
Mekuria said Ethiopia has been
experiencing an alarming
increase in infections over recent
days. “Negligence is costing the
nation dearly,” he warned.
According to official data,
Ethiopia’s COVID-19 case count
is now over 172,500.

The UN Security Council voted
unanimously on Friday to extend
the almost 20,000-strong UN
peacekeeping mission in South
Sudan, with a mandate “to
advance a three-year strategic
vision to prevent a return to civil
war” and build peace both
nationally and locally.
The resolution approved by
the council also authorises the
mission, known as UNMISS, to
“support inclusive and
accountable governance and free,
fair and peaceful elections.”
It demands that all parties
to the conflict and armed groups
“immediately end the fighting
throughout South Sudan.”
There were high hopes that
South Sudan would have peace
and stability after gaining its
long-fought independence
from neighbouring Sudan in
2011. But the world’s youngest
nation slid into ethnic violence
in December 2013, when forces
loyal to President Salva Kiir, a
Dinka, started battling those
loyal to Riek Machar, his former
vice-president who belongs to
the Nuer people.
Numerous attempts at
peace failed, including a deal

that saw Machar return as vice
president in 2016 — only to flee
the country months later amid
fresh fighting. Intense international pressure followed a 2018
peace deal, and on February 22,
2020 a coalition government
led by Kiir, with Machar as his
deputy, was formed. But peace
still remains elusive.
The civil war has killed
nearly 400,000 people and
displaced millions, and the
death toll keeps rising.
The Security Council resolution recognised the reduction
in violence between parties to
the peace agreement, “and that
the permanent cease-fire was
upheld in most parts of the
country.”
But it also strongly condemned all fighting, including
increased violence between
armed groups in some parts of
the country “which has killed
and displaced thousands.
And it condemned the
mobilisation of these armed
groups by members of the government’s forces and by armed
opposition groups.
The council demanded that
South Sudan’s leaders fully
implement the permanent
cease-fire.
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E DI TORIAL
Ensuring food security
IN order to build a robust food security strategy, Qatar
has adopted many plans that give high priority to
domestic self-sufficiency in strategic commodities and
shift production towards best technologies to drive yield
improvement enhancing domestic production.
This is through focusing works on agriculture, water,
renewable energy and food manufacturing. These are
the essential areas for securing country’s needs for
food and also put in place adequate reserves against
temporary import or production disruptions.
The food security strategy has put activation of
domestic markets as one of its work plans to ensure
food supply chain and fair commercial practices.
For this, many initiatives were taken throughout the
past years, including initiative for promoting marketing
of local agricultural products aimed at enhancing the
value of the local produce and improve marketing
methods for farm owners.
Since 2012, the Ministry of Municipality and Environment (MME) has been lunching initiatives that benefit
farmers from direct marketing outlets and yards for
selling agricultural products geographically distributed
to cover different parts of the country.
The aim of such initiative was to encourage and
improve productivity, create opportunities for the local
farmers to sell their products directly to consumers
without an intermediary or commission, as has been
stated by the Assistant Director of the Agricultural Affairs
Department at the MME, Adel Al Kaldi Al Yafei.
The Ministry reaffirmed that the initiative has a great
impact on both consumers and suppliers as it has contributed to improving the marketing method, reducing
vegetable losses, improving production quality and
selling prices of farm owners’ products. The number
of farms that benefited from this initiative during this
season which started at the end of October 2020 until
the end of February 2021, reached 159 and vegetable
sales amounted 8,000 tonnes according to Al Yafei.
This has showed an increase of 34 percent on sales
compared to the previous year in the same period.
In cooperation with Mahaseel Company, MME also
implemented a pre-contracting program with farmers
(Daman), to make sure that the farmers obtain appropriate prices for their produce within this program.
Through this programme Mahaseel company has
some 9 million kilos of vegetables through 95 outlets this
year, with a purchase value of about QR29m, as the
number of farms exceeds 350, according to the General
Manager of Mahaseel Mohammed Ali Al Ghaithani.
As well, in order to ensure diversity of products and
avoid producing specific varieties in abundance, the
Ministry has provided farmers with guidelines to direct
them to organize the production process.

A ﬁle photo of a session of the 30th Arab League summit in the Tunisian capital Tunis.

The Arab world: Time for a reset?
MOHAMED ELBARADEI
AL JAZEERA

In the Arab world today, there
is a treacherous tendency to
pigeonhole people into a onedimensional identity, whether
it is religion, sect, ethnicity or
nationality. We often hear
voices claiming that there is
no such thing as the Arab
world and that the Palestinian
peoples’ persecution is not
our concern or that our
Muslim faith is our sole
identity.
This troubling uncertainty
regarding our identity is a
reaction to and a result of
decades of botched management of our fortunes by
inept authoritarian rulers who
often engaged in power
struggles, holding the public
hostage to their personal
aggrandisement.
This degenerative and
lethal trend has contributed to
the fraying of societal
cohesion and the fragmentation of the Arab world. It has
also plunged many parts of
the region into violence and
misery.
Ironically, this trend runs
contrary to the reality of our
world today, characterised by
the constant movement of
people, goods and ideas and
by a vibrant cross-cultural
interface. Today, identity is
becoming increasingly more
complex and multi-layered
and there is also a conscious

effort to highlight commonalities and downplay differences to nurture peaceful
coexistence among people
and nations.
Perceiving our identity
through this prism means that
what an Egyptian Copt, a Lebanese Shia, an Iraqi Kurd or a
Moroccan Amazigh has in
common with his compatriots
and neighbours in terms of
language, roots, culture,
history and geography transcends differences that may
exist. This way of thinking is
critical to the present we
share and the future we must
build together.
While the world is in a
process of soul searching due
to the pandemic, it is important,
at this low point in our history,
to embark on a reset of our
present trajectory. The choices
we make today will be fundamental to our future. Are we
better off in terms of security,
economic and social development, cultural advancement,
etc when we are divided, easily
fall prey to foreign interests and
have little political and economic leverage?
Or should we look to
models, such as the European
Union and other emerging
entities around the world,
whose members rightly recognise that most of the threats
they face know no borders
and that most of their challenges and opportunities
require collective action?
If, as I hope, we conclude
that it is in our best interest to
close ranks, we must first shed
the habit of papering over our
shortcomings or apportioning
blame to someone else. We
then need to have a thoughtful
conversation among our

intellectual elite in the Arab
world, an elite that has been
largely marginalised. For this
conversation to be meaningful,
it must include the civil
society, long suppressed and
sidelined, as well as the
general public. We should
focus on who we are, what
constitutes our national
security, what we want to
achieve and how best to go
about it.
In many parts of the Arab
world, we have not even
agreed on the requisite social
contract that prescribes the
basic values and principles
needed to safeguard our
social cohesion. The often
ambiguous and sometimes
controversial relationship
between religion, morality
and the law giving rise to
many conflicts and disputes is
just one glaring example.
This public conversation
would make it painfully clear
that the Arab League, long
considered an embodiment of
our common identity, is clinically dead. It would also make
it evident that our system of
regional security has been
upended and outsourced. It
would also highlight what the
Arab Spring made abundantly
clear – that there is an urgent
need for reform in governance that guarantees the
rule of law, political participation and human rights. It
would also make it obvious
that we are trailing behind in
the basic tools for progress –
science, technology, research
and education – despite the
financial and human
resources at our disposal.
We urgently need a democratic system of governance
with transparency and

accountability undergirded by
a vibrant civil society. We definitely need to learn to live
together, both within and
across borders, as one nation
accepting diversity and
respecting minorities.
A credible stand-alone
system of regional security
that protects us and safeguards
our interests is of paramount
importance – a system that
can help address the complex
relations with our neighbours.
In this context, a dialogue with
Iran and Turkey, with whom
we have many disagreements,
but also much in common, is
long overdue. A clear, unified
strategy on how to cope with
Israel’s blatant violation of
Palestinian rights is a high
priority.
We need to catch up with
the modern world by
investing in cutting-edge
centres of technology, top tier
universities and think tanks.
We need to become an active
contributor to civilisation and
not just a passive bystander.
And above all, we must
put an end to the futile wars
and horrific bloodshed that
continue to devastate our
people and seek to resolve
our differences through dialogue and mutual accommodation. These wars have been
a blot on our collective conscience for far too long.
Undoubtedly, this is a tall
order, but I hope that we have
the courage and the wisdom
to start taking the first steps. A
gradual and inclusive reform
process is imperative and
time-sensitive if we are to
avoid further decline and the
risk of uncontrolled turmoil.
Mohamed ElBaradei is a
Nobel Peace Laureate.
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It is necessary to use the
limited supply of novel coronavirus vaccines effectively to
ensure inoculations run
smoothly. The government
should provide municipalities
with accurate information
about the prospect of shipments and other issues to help
them with the necessary
preparations.
Vaccinations for senior
citizens are expected to start
on April 12. As the supply is
limited for the time being,
full-scale vaccinations will
kick off on April 26 or later,
according to the government.
The elderly are more
likely to develop serious
symptoms if they contract the
coronavirus. It is desirable for
as many people as possible to
be immunized so that society
as a whole can prevent
outbreaks.
The government will
deliver the first batch of vaccines from the week starting

April 5. The Tokyo metropolitan government and the
Osaka and Kanagawa prefectural governments will
receive vaccines for about
2,000 people each, while the
remaining 44 prefectures will
be provided with enough for
about 1,000 people each.
These amounts will be
increased later on. In the last
week of April, each municipality will receive vaccines for
about 500 people.
It is regrettable that a very
small number of vaccines will
be provided to each local government as the central government is giving priority to
nationwide distribution.
The vaccines to be provided by the end of April for
senior citizens can be administered to only about 1.4
million people if five doses
are extracted per vial. This
would cover less than 4% of
the about 36 million elderly
people in the nation.
Even though countries are
facing shortages of vaccines

worldwide, the government is
urged to make further efforts
to ensure sufficient supply as
soon as possible. The government should also provide
the public with frank explanations about the limited
supply it is facing now.
Municipalities have been
forced to review their vaccination plans. Many of them
have postponed group vaccinations that were initially
planned to be carried out by
the end of April, and instead
will visit facilities for the
elderly to administer the shots
they have.
As expectations for the
vaccine grow, some municipalities are struggling to
explain vaccinations to residents. To prevent confusion
among local governments, the
central government should
take appropriate measures
based on the actual situation,
such as indicating the criteria
for who will be given priority
for receiving the shot.
Taro Kono, the minister in

charge of administrative
reform, has said the government expects to be able to
secure enough for all elderly
people by the end of June.
For municipalities, which
have been making preparations such as securing medical
workers and vaccination sites,
how many vials they can
expect to receive and when is
essential information. It is
important for the central government to avoid optimistic
projections and properly
provide the supply schedule
so that vaccination can
proceed on a realistic
schedule.
Among medical professionals who have received the
first-priority vaccinations so
far, there have been some
cases of suspected side
effects, but all of them have
reportedly recovered. The
government is urged to
provide the public with information in an easy-to-understand manner and call for
calm responses.

Quote of the day
The legal status of Jerusalem will not be affected
by the decision of one country or another to
open representative ofﬁces. East Jerusalem is an
occupied land under the International law.
Ahmed Aboul Gheit, Arab League Secretary-General
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After half a century in politics, Joe
Biden finally has perfect timing
PAUL WALDMAN
THE WASHINGTON POST

After so long, Biden
ﬁnally has perfect
timing. His goal
of ending all our
partisan division may
be beyond him, or
any president. But
he is still unusually
well-positioned to
lead the country
and manage the
government right
now.

Over a career spanning nearly
half a century, with more than
his share of stumbles and
setbacks and outright failures,
there were plenty of reasons
to believe that Joe Biden
would never reach the Oval
Office, let alone do great
things with it. But now he may
have met his moment.
After so long, Biden finally
has perfect timing.
His goal of ending all our
partisan division may be
beyond him, or any president.
But he is still unusually wellpositioned to lead the country
and manage the government
right now. Even many Democrats who supported someone
else in the 2020 primaries are
starting to believe that Biden
is the right president at the
right time.

The first reason is what we
saw on display in his White
House speech Thursday night:
Biden works hard to be the
most empathetic of politicians, which is exactly what
you want at a time of profound national loss. Well over
half a million Americans have
died from covid-19, and as
someone well acquainted
with grief, Biden speaks to the
pain of those left behind and
the hope that we will reach a
future beyond our current
hardships.
That allows him to
perform the rituals of national
leadership - particularly those
that require the president to
create an emotional connection with the public - with
a sincerity that we so sorely
missed over the last four
years.
“The things we used to do
that always filled us with joy
have become the things we
couldn’t do and broke our
hearts,” Biden said on
Thursday, and talked about
how desperately we want “to
talk, to laugh, to hug, to hold
one another.” And you knew
he meant it.

It’s far too early in
Biden’s presidency
to know how much
change he’ll be
able to create.
Unanticipated
events will occur,
things will go
wrong, and there
will be times of
doubt. But at least
for now, Biden’s
timing is right.
Let’s hope he keeps
taking advantage
of it.
Second, Biden has an ideological flexibility that has
manifested itself in exactly the
opposite way from what
many in his party feared.
In 2020, many liberal

US President Joe Biden walks out for an address to the nation on the anniversary of the coronavirus shutdown from the East Room
of the White House on March 11, 2021.

Democrats thought his ambitions were too small, that he
wasn’t interested in profound
change. They were right that
Biden was never an ideological warrior; he has always
positioned himself in the
center of the Democratic
Party, wherever that center
happened to be.
But now the pandemic
and economic crisis have
opened up an enormous
opportunity for action, and
Biden is taking it - not
because he always secretly
wanted to expand the welfare
state, but because the borders
of the possible have shifted.
The American Rescue Plan he
just signed may be the single
most progressive piece of
major legislation since
Lyndon Johnson’s Great
Society.
And after the ideological
battles of the 2020 primaries,
Biden has enough credibility
to make even ambitious
policy moves seem like just a
reasonable response to the
current crisis. The result is
that he may produce the kind
of progressive change that
would have made Elizabeth
Warren proud.
Third, Biden is the perfect
person to oversee a dramatic
expansion in government’s
spending and actions - and
this is where the arc of his
career brought him right to
this moment.
Biden wanted to be president for as long as anyone
can remember. When he ran
in 1988 he came off as glib
and callow, his campaign
imploding when he lifted
parts of a speech from a
British politician. Twenty
years later he ran again, and
his timing couldn’t have been
worse: Seeming like a politician of the past, his candidacy was a barely
noticeable speed bump on
Barack Obama’s drive to the
nomination.
But both failures wound
up preparing him for where
he is now. After the 1988 campaign he returned to the
Senate, to keep accumulating
the relationships and
knowledge of Congress that
now give him at least the
opportunity to shepherd his
legislative agenda. The 2008

campaign convinced Obama
that Biden could be the right
partner - and he spent the
next eight years navigating
every corner of the federal
government he now oversees.
In particular, one of first
duties - managing implementation of the 2009 Recovery
Act - was a largely unnoticed
success. That bill was too
small and should have been
sold better, but largely
because of Biden’s efforts, the
government rapidly distributed nearly $800 billion
with a minimum of waste or
scandal. That experience now
makes him uniquely capable
of managing the $1.9 trillion
rescue act to maximize its
impact.
All of which means that
Biden, who felt to many Democrats like a compromise candidate chosen only because
he’d be the least offensive to
the general electorate, may
have been the best choice all
along.
He never had the talent of
Bill Clinton or Obama, but his
presidency could wind up
being more consequential
than either of theirs.
It’s something every president wants: to not just do a
lot of good, but to alter how
politics and government
work, in ways that reach
beyond their four or eight
years in office.
Back in March 2008,
Obama said that Ronald
Reagan had “changed the trajectory of America” and “put
us on a fundamentally different path because the
country was ready for it.”
Obama didn’t change the trajectory in the way he wanted;
in many ways he was constrained by the anti-government paradigm Reagan
created. But Biden has broken
through it, at least for now.
It’s far too early in Biden’s
presidency to know how
much change he’ll be able to
create. Unanticipated events
will occur, things will go
wrong, and there will be times
of doubt. But at least for now,
Biden’s timing is right. Let’s
hope he keeps taking
advantage of it.
Paul Waldman is an
opinion writer for the Plum
Line blog.

Young negotiators inject ‘new blood’ into climate decision-making

LAURIE GOERING
REUTERS

As a generation
of young people
passionate
about boosting
action on climate
change begin
moving from
street protests
into decisionmaking positions,
they face a range
of challenges.

At the last major UN climate
change talks, in Madrid in
December 2019, Marie-Claire
Graf, then 23, led Switzerland’s negotiations on efforts
to boost the capacity of developing countries to cut emissions and adapt to a warmer
world.
Graf, a sustainability and
politics student, had studied
the issue and was asked by
the Swiss president’s office to
take on the role as the bestqualified person for the job.
But some senior negotiators were not ready to accept
that someone so young could
be trusted with the task.
One asked Graf to put him
in touch with the Swiss delegate in charge. “I told him
that I am the Swiss negotiator
leading on this matter,” said
Graf, now 24.
The European repeated
his request, and when Graf
said again she was the right
person to speak with, “he just
walked away”.
“Clearly he couldn’t get his
head around the fact that a
young woman could sit there
and take decisions,” she told
the Thomson Reuters
Foundation.
As a generation of young
people passionate about

boosting action on climate
change begin moving from
street protests into decisionmaking positions, they face a
range of challenges.
Some, despite their
expertise, struggle to be taken
seriously or find themselves
confined to advisory roles and
photo opportunities. With
much of their work still
unpaid, the less-well-off have
limited avenues to contribute
their ideas.
And while young people
have taken on climate negotiator roles with real power in
countries from Costa Rica to
the Netherlands and Sudan,
many are still left out of other
key decisions, such as how
pandemic recovery funds are
being spent.
When crises hit, “youth
are often the first ones not
allowed in the room
anymore”, said Aoife Fleming,
a 23-year-old Dutch climate
negotiator and law student.
But decisions on whether
a generation’s worth of borrowing is used to turn economies green - or shore up
polluting systems - is exactly
where young people most
need a say, they insist.
“That’s so much money
and it has such a large
influence on how the future
will look,” Fleming said.
Young people - who have
an outsized stake in what a
heating planet will look like in
decades to come - have been
seeking decision-making
power on climate issues for
many years.
Youth at the 2005 UN
climate negotiations, for

instance, issued a statement
demanding “a seat at the
table”, saying “it’s our future
that you are negotiating”.
But such seats remain few,
even as youth representatives
flood onto panels and events,
particularly in the wake of
high-profile youth-led protests in 2019, some inspired
by Swedish teen Greta
Thunberg, which brought millions to the streets.
“Young people are everywhere - but on a consultative
basis,” said Graf. They get
“two minutes” at the
beginning or end of an event,
she added.
“Everyone stands up and
claps, and says how encouraging it is to listen to you - but
then they don’t listen, and
take the decisions as they did
before,” she said.
Marcel Beukeboom, the
Netherlands’ climate envoy
who has mentored his country’s young climate negotiators and helped them win
more power, said many are
now real experts on climate
policy, covering everything
from agriculture to clean
transport.
But this fact does not get
enough recognition, he added.
Some initially were happy
just to be included in discussions but Beukeboom told
them that to keep their seat at
the table, they would need to
“add value”.
Now “they are preparing
themselves incredibly well and they are being invited
back,” he said.
Their biggest goal these
days is to get their interests

taken onboard and begin
helping set the agenda, in particular providing a longerterm perspective on what
decisions made today will
mean in the future, he added.
Nisreen Elsaim, a 26-yearold climate negotiator for
Sudan, who has already
attended six major UN climate
summits and worked as a
negotiator at three, said
including young people in
decision-making was crucial
to speed lagging climate
action.
Global temperatures have
already risen 1.2 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial
times, and a goal to hold
warming to 1.5C could be lost
within a decade without rapid
transformation of the world’s
energy and other economic
systems, scientists say.
“Having ... a new generation’s blood in the negotiation
makes things go faster,”
Elsaim said in a telephone
interview.
Older generations are
often reluctant to set their
own achievements aside to
try something new, said the
young physicist, who has a
master’s degree in renewable
energy.
But young people do not
have a conflict of interest, she
noted. “We don’t feel so
attached to things,” she said.
In her country, where
more than three in four
people are farmers or pastoralists and already face
growing losses from rising
heat, crop failures and
extreme weather, the need to
act swiftly is clear, she said.

But while Elsaim’s government and the broader
African group of negotiators
have paid for her to attend the
UN climate talks and consistently supported her, she said,
other youth from poorer
countries have struggled to
pay their own way.
Kassim Gawusu-Toure,
33, a Ghanaian negotiator,
said his government would
finance his travel to the
COP26 summit in Glasgow
this November, but others are
not so lucky.
“It’s a serious challenge
young people from the continent are facing, raising funds
to get themselves there,” he
said.
Graf, of Switzerland, said
as youth slowly take up more
decision-making seats, they
bring two key fresh perspectives: a desire for action now
and a big personal stake in
what happens.
“We fear for our own lives
and our own future,” she said.
“We have only a few years to
completely shift and
transform and change everything. We can’t talk about
doing something in 20 years.
We want to see things done in
six months.” That can frustrate some who “want young
people there as long as they
are not too demanding or
annoying”, she admitted.
But young negotiators are
increasingly proving their
worth, she said.
“They have the capability
and understanding, and they
can say, ‘This is where we
have to go’,” she said. “They
deserve to be there.”
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Quad group commit to
billion-dose vaccine pact
REUTERS — WASHINGTON

The United States and three of
its closest Indo-Pacific partners
committed to supplying up to
a billion coronavirus vaccine
doses across Asia by the end of
2022 on Friday at a meeting
carefully choreographed to
counter China’s growing
influence in the region.
US President Joe Biden and
the leaders of Australia, India
and Japan — countries together
known as the Quad — pledged
at their first summit to forge a
free and open Indo-Pacific,
including cooperation on maritime, cyber and economic
security, all issues vital to the
four democracies in the face of
challenges from Beijing.
“We’re renewing our commitment to ensure that our region
is governed by international law,
committed to upholding universal
values, and free from coercion,”
Biden told his counterparts,
without naming China.
His national security
adviser, Jake Sullivan, framed
the virtual summit as a big day
for US diplomacy, as the US
looks to revitalize its alliances
and approach Beijing from a
position of strength ahead of a
senior-level US-China meeting
in Alaska next week.
“The four leaders did
discuss the challenge posed by
China, and they made clear that
none of them have any illusions
about China,” Sullivan told
reporters later, adding that they
all believed democracy could
outcompete “autocracy.”
Freedom of navigation in the
South and East China Sea, recent
cyberattacks, and semi-conductor supply-chain security,
were discussed, Sullivan said,

India steps up
measures to check
entry of refugees
from Myanmar
AP — GUWAHATI

Four Indian states bordering
Myanmar have stepped up
measures to prevent refugees
from entering India through a
porous border following last
month’s military coup in the
Southeast Asian country, a
government official said
yesterday.
India’s Home Ministry
asked the states to deal with
such people strictly on a caseto-case basis on humanitarian
grounds. “I am aware of the
Home Ministry directive,”
Kumar Abhishek, a government administrator in Serchhip district in Mizoram state,
told reporters.
The directive cautioned
that the four states were not
authorized to accord refugee
status to anyone entering India
from Myanmar, as India is not
a signatory to the UN Refugee
Convention of 1951 and its 1967
Protocol. India’s Mizoram,
Manipur, Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh states border
Myanmar.
The government directive
came after scores of people,
including some police officers,
entered Mizoram after the Feb.
1 coup in Myanmar. Last week,
Myanmar asked India to return
several police officers who
crossed the border.
Maria C T Zuali, a Mizoram
state official in Champai district, said she received a letter
from her Myanmar counterpart last week asking to
return the officers to “uphold
the friendship between
Myanmar and India.”

A fact sheet issued
after the meeting
said the United
States, through
its International
Development Finance
Corp, would work
to ﬁnance Indian
drugmaker Biological
E Ltd to produce
at least one billion
COVID-19 vaccine
doses by the end of
2022.
though he added that the main
focus was not on China.
The North Korean nuclear
issue, and the coup and “violent
repression” in Myanmar, were
also raised, he said. In a joint
statement the leaders —
including Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
and Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison — pledged to
work closely on COVID-19
vaccine distribution, climate
issues and security.
“We strive for a region that
is free, open, inclusive, healthy,
anchored by democratic
values, and unconstrained by
coercion,” they added.
The leaders agreed to set up
a group of experts to help distribute vaccines, as well as
working groups for climate
change, technology standards,
and joint development of
emerging technologies. An inperson meeting would be held
later this year, they said in the

statement.
Suga told reporters he had
expressed strong opposition to
attempts by China to change the
status quo in the region, and
Modi told the session the Quad
had “come of age” and would
“now remain an important
pillar of stability in the region.”
Morrison called the meeting
“a whole new level of cooperation to create a new anchor for
peace and stability in the
Indo-Pacific.”
Confronting China has been
a rare area of agreement for
Democrats and Republicans in
the US Congress. The top
Republican on the House
Foreign Affairs Committee,
Michael McCaul, said in a
statement he was pleased.
India’s Foreign Secretary
Harsh Vardhan Shringla said the
meeting had agreed US vaccines
would be manufactured in India,
something New Delhi has called
for to counter Beijing’s widening
vaccine diplomacy.
A fact sheet issued after the
meeting said the United States,
through its International Development Finance Corp, would
work to finance Indian drugmaker Biological E Ltd to
produce at least one billion
COVID-19 vaccine doses by the
end of 2022.
It also said Japan was in discussions to provide concessional yen loans for India to
expand manufacturing of
COVID-19 vaccines for export.
India, Australia and Japan
have all faced security challenges from China, strengthening their interest in the Quad,
whose cooperation dates back
to their joint response to the
Indian Ocean earthquake and
tsunami in 2004.

People attend a funeral of Chit Min Thu, who died in an anti-coup protest in North Dagon Township
in Yangon, Myanmar, yesterday.

12 dead in Myanmar protests as US,
allies vow to restore democracy
REUTERS — YANGON

At least 12 protesters were killed
by security forces in Myanmar,
witnesses and media reported,
as activists marked the death
anniversary yesterday of a
student whose killing in 1988
sparked an uprising against the
military government.
Five people were shot dead
and several injured when police
opened fire on a sit-in protest in
Mandalay, Myanmar’s secondbiggest city, witnesses said.
Another person was killed in the
central town of Pyay and two
died in police firing in Yangon,
where three were also killed
overnight. In Pyay, a witness
said security forces initially
stopped an ambulance from
reaching those who were
injured, leading to one death.

“By the time they allowed
it, one of the injured became
critical and he later died.”
The deaths came as the
leaders of the United States,
India, Australia and Japan
vowed to work together to
restore democracy in the
Southeast Asian nation.
More than 70 people have
been killed in Myanmar in
widespread protests against a
Feb. 1 coup by the military, the
Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners advocacy
group has said.
Yesterday’s protests erupted
after posters spread on social
media urging people to mark the
death anniversary of Phone Maw,
who was shot and killed by
security forces in 1988 inside what
was then known as the Rangoon
Institute of Technology campus.

UN team to visit Rohingya relocation island in Bangladesh
ANADOLU — DHAKA

After a year of impasse, the UN
and Bangladesh finally reached
a consensus on a first-hand visit
by the UN delegation to the
Rohingya relocation site on a
remote Bangladeshi island, officials said yesterday.
The UN finally decided to
send a team to conduct technical assessment on Bhasan
Char, a remote island where the
Bangladesh government has
developed housing facilities and
already relocated more than
13,000 Rohingya refugees from

the overcrowded camps in
Cox’s Bazar amid opposition
from UN agencies and rights
groups.
The decision came following a recent meeting
between high officials of UN
missions in Dhaka and the
Bangladeshi Foreign Ministry.
“Further to discussions with
the government of Bangladesh,
the UN has agreed to undertake
a first mission to Bhasan Char
at the earliest possible date and
is in ongoing discussions with
the government about the
details of the visit,” Mostafa

Mohammad Sazzad, a UN
Refugee Agency official in
Dhaka, said.
Md Delwar Hossain, a
director general at the Bangladesh Foreign Ministry, also
confirmed it. “We, the UN and
Bangladesh Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in a meeting last week,
have reached an official
decision to facilitate a UN delegation first-hand visit to
Bhasan Char. The tour will be
held in the middle of next
week,” he said.
The Foreign Ministry will
provide necessary technical

support for the visit, Hossain
said, expressing their belief that
the UN team will be satisfied
with the infrastructure Bangladesh built in the island to
facilitate the gradual relocation
of some 100,000 Rohingya
from overcrowded Cox’s Bazar
refugee camps.
Bangladesh is hosting some
1.2 million Rohingya refugees
at cramped makeshift camps in
Cox’s Bazar, which is considered the world’s largest
refugee settlement. Most have
fled violence following a military crackdown in Myanmar’s

Sri Lanka to ban burqas, close over 1,000 madrassas
AP — COLOMBO

Sri Lanka yesterday announced
plans to ban the wearing of
burqas and said it would close
more than 1,000 Islamic
schools known as madrassas,
citing national security.
Minister of Public Security
Sarath Weerasekara said he
signed a paper on Friday
seeking the approval of the
Cabinet of Ministers to ban
burqas — outer garments that
cover the body and face worn
by women in some Islamic
traditions.
“The burqa has a direct
impact on national security,”
Weerasekara told a ceremony
at a Buddhist temple yesterday,
without elaborating.
“In our early days, we had
a lot of Muslim friends, but
Muslim women and girls never
wore the burqa,” Weerasekara
said, according to video footage
sent by his ministry. “It is a sign
of religious extremism that
came about recently. We will
definitely ban it.”

New Zealand yesterday marked
the second anniversary of one
of its most traumatic days, when
51 worshippers were killed at
two Christchurch mosques by
a white supremacist gunman.
Several hundred people
gathered at the Christchurch
Arena for the remembrance
service, which was also

live-streamed. A similar service
planned for last year was canceled at short notice due to the
sudden spread of the
coronavirus.
Kiran Munir, whose
husband Haroon Mahmood was
killed in the attacks, told the
crowd she had lost the love of
her life and her soulmate. She
said her husband was a loving
father of their two children.

Rakhine state in 2017.
The island, where 13,000
refugees have already been
moved, is said to be floodprone. Rights groups have been
calling for the process to be suspended before a complete feasibility report on the habitability
and protection of the island has
been carried out.
Meanwhile, the government
claims the island is safe and is
also planning a visit of foreign
diplomats to inspect the arrangements worth $350m, including
1,400 big cluster houses four feet
above the ground.

Australia records
first local virus
case in 2 weeks
REUTERS — CANBERRA

A woman wearing a burqa walks through a street in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in this ﬁle photo.

The wearing of burqas was
temporarily banned in 2019
after the Easter Sunday bomb
attacks on churches and hotels

in Sri Lanka that killed more
than 260 people.
Weerasekara also said the
government will ban more than

1,000 Madrassas, saying they
are not registered with the
authorities and do not follow
the national education policy.

New Zealand marks two years since Christchurch massacre
AP — WELLINGTON

His shooting and that of
another student who died a few
weeks later sparked widespread protests against the military government known as the
8-8-88 campaign, because they
peaked in August that year.
Riot police and armed soldiers entered the general hospital in Hakha, in the western
Chin state, forcing all 30
patients to leave and evicting
staff from on-site housing, said
local activist Salai Lian.
Soldiers have been occupying hospitals and universities
across Myanmar as they try to
quash a civil disobedience
movement that started with
government employees such as
doctors and teachers but has
expanded into a general strike
that has paralysed many sectors
of the economy.

He’d just finished a doctoral
degree and was looking forward
to his graduation ceremony
when she last saw his smiling
face.
“Little did I know that the
next time I would see him the
body and soul would not be
together,” she said. “Little did I
know that the darkest day in
New Zealand’s history had
dawned. That day my heart

broke into a thousand pieces,
just like the hearts of the 50
other families.”
Temel Atacocugu, who survived being shot nine times
during the attack on the Al Noor
mosque, said the slaughter was
caused by racism and ignorance. “They were attacks on
all of humanity,” he said.
He said the survivors would
never be able to erase the pain

in their hearts and would never
be the same. “However, the
future is in our hands,” he said.
“We will go on and we will be
positive together.”
In the March 15, 2019,
attacks, Australian Brenton
Tarrant killed 44 people at the
Al Noor mosque during Friday
prayers before driving to the
Linwood mosque, where he
killed seven more.

Australia yesterday recorded
first local COVID-19 case in
more than two weeks after a
doctor tested positive for the
coronavirus, triggering restrictions in area hospitals.
Queensland state Premier
Annastacia Palaszczuk said the
unnamed doctor last week
treated two patients who had
recently returned to Australia
and had tested positive for the
UK variant.
“We know this doctor, who
assessed these two COVIDpositive patients was at the
hospital at the time. Now, she
developed symptoms,” Palaszczuk told reporters in the
state capital, Brisbane. It was
Australia’s first local infection
since February 24.
The doctor, whose name
was not released, treated
patients, forcing authorities
into urgent contact-tracing,
Palaszczuk said. The authorities have yet to determine
how many people the doctor
treated.
As officials seek to
determine the size of the outbreak, Palaszczuk said, all hospitals in the state capital will
be closed to visitors.
Australia has reported just
over 29,000 coronavirus
infections and 909 COVID-19
deaths, far fewer than many
developed countries, helped
by international border closures, lockdowns and strict
social-distancing rules.
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China aims to vaccinate 70-80% of population by mid-2022
AP — BEIJING

China is aiming to vaccinate
70-80% of its population by
mid-2022, the head of the
country’s Center for Disease
Control said yesterday.
With four approved vaccines, China will vaccinate 900
million to 1 billion people, Gao
Fu, the CDC head, said in an
interview with Chinese state
media broadcaster CGTN. “We
hope that China can take the
lead in achieving herd immunity
in the world,” he said.

Herd immunity occurs
when enough of the population
has immunity, either from vaccination or past infection, to
stop the uncontrolled spread of
an infectious disease like
COVID-19.
China had administered 52.5
million vaccine doses through
the end of February. It has been
slower in its vaccination campaign than many other countries, including the US, government health experts have
acknowledged. China has committed roughly 10 times more

China currently has four
approved vaccines and
17 COVID-19 vaccine
candidates for clinical
trials.

doses abroad than it has distributed at home.
Although emergency vaccinations have been underway in
China since at least last summer,
the country has been slow to

announce whether it had any
plans to achieve herd immunity.
China currently has 17
COVID-19 vaccine candidates
for clinical trials.
It has approved four domestically made vaccines: two from
state-owned Sinopharm, one
from Sinovac, and another from
CanSino. None of the four vaccines have publicly released
their final stage trial data.
China announced on Friday
that it would waive a COVID-19
test and health form
requirement for foreigners

applying for visas to the
mainland from Hong Kong if
they have been vaccinated with
a Chinese-made vaccine.
Aside from a vaccination
certificate, non-Chinese
nationals just have to provide
the same amount of paperwork
as they would before the pandemic, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs’ office in Hong Kong
said.
It also expanded the group
of people who were eligible to
apply for an emergency humanitarian visit, so that those who

Afghan bomb kills at least 8;
UN slams high civilian deaths
AP — KABUL, AFGHANISTAN

A powerful car bomb killed at least eight
people and wounded 47 in Afghanistan’s
western Herat province, officials said
yesterday. Hours later, the UN condemned
an “alarming” increase in attacks in the
country targeting civilians.
The death toll in the explosion late
Friday that also destroyed 14 houses is
expected to rise because several of the
injured were critical, said Rafiq Sherzai, a
spokesman for the provincial hospital.
One among the dead and 11 of the
injured were Afghan Security Forces personnel while the remainder were civilians,
including women and children, said Interior
Ministry spokesman Tariq Arian.
No one immediately claimed
responsibility.
Within hours of the attack, the UN
Security Council at a press briefing in New
York condemned an “alarming” increase
in attacks in Afghanistan targeting civilians.
“These heinous attacks have targeted
civil servants, the judiciary, the media,

Mainland China
reports 7 new
COVID-19 cases
REUTERS — SHANGHAI

Mainland China reported
seven new COVID-19 cases on
Friday, down from nine cases
a day earlier, the country’s
national health authority said
yesterday.
All of the new cases were
imported infections, the
National Health Commission
said in a statement. The
number of new asymptomatic
cases, which China does not
classify as confirmed cases,
rose to 17 from 10 cases a day
earlier. The total of confirmed
cases in mainland China now
stands at 90,034, while the
COVID-19 death toll remained
4,636.

health care and humanitarian workers,
including women in prominent positions,
those who protect and promote human
rights, and ethnic and religious minorities,”
the council said.
The Islamic State group has claimed
responsibility for many of the targeted
killings while the Taliban and the government have blamed each other for trying
to sabotage efforts to reach a peace
agreement.
Increasing violence has prompted the
United States to cobble together a peace
proposal, which was delivered last
weekend. Both sides are expected to review
and revise the eight-page plan ahead of a
far-reaching meeting the US has proposed
to be held in Turkey within weeks, when
Washington hopes to see an agreement.
The US meanwhile is reviewing a peace
deal the Trump administration signed with
the Taliban, which calls for the final withdrawal of the remaining 2,500 US troops
from Afghanistan by May 1.
The growing consensus is for a delay
but in a sternly worded letter to Afghan

Afghan govt to
attend both US and
Russia-backed
peace conferences
REUTERS — KABUL

Policemen inspect the site after a car bomb blast in Herat, Afghanistan, yesterday.

President Ashraf Ghani last weekend
pressing for progress on making peace
with the Taliban, US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said all options,
including the withdrawal, are still on
the table.
The proposed peace deal offered
by the US calls for an interim “peace
government” to shepherd a post-war

REUTERS — MANILA

A makeshift barrier is set up on a street of a village under lockdown
due to COVID-19 infections, in Manila, Philippines, on Friday.

in more than six months, and
72 additional deaths. Confirmed
cases have increased to 616,611
while confirmed deaths have

Thailand celebrates Elephant Day
REUTERS — AYUTTHAYA,
THAILAND

Thailand held a fruit banquet
for dozens of elephants in the
ancient capital Ayutthaya
yesterday, continuing an annual
event which has been a big
draw for foreign tourists in the
hope they will return soon and
revive the key tourism industry.
The feast marks the country’s Elephant Day, celebrating
elephants as a source of
national pride and cultural
identity for Thailand
throughout its history, used for
labour, transport and in

Afghanistan to elections and constitutional reforms. It also calls for the
protection of equal rights for women
and minorities.
The UN Security Council also
called for “full, equal and meaningful
participation of women,” and a quick
move toward a reduction in
violence.

Philippines detects Brazil, local virus variants
The Philippines yesterday
reported a spike in coronavirus
infections and its first case of
the highly contagious variant
first identified in Brazil, while
confirming nearly 100 infections of a new variant
discovered locally.
A Filipino returning from
Brazil tested positive for the P.1
Brazil variant after 752 samples
were sequenced at the genome
centre, the health ministry said
in a statement.
It also reported that 98
cases were of the similar P.3
variant first detected in the
Southeast Asian country early
this month.
The ministry reported
5,000 new coronavirus cases,
the largest single-day increase

battlefield triumphs by warriors
and kings.
“We, the elephant people,
are hoping that the government
will open up the country (soon)
to welcome foreign tourists in
order for them to bring in
income so that we can pay for
the elephant food and compensation for their handlers,” said
Ittipan Kharwlamai, General
Manager of the Royal Elephant
Kraal and Village, an elephant
camp, located north of
Bangkok. “We hope that tourists
will help us and all 3,800
(domesticated) elephants to
survive,” he said.

want to visit relatives may also
apply. All other applicants had
to follow existing visa procedures. It did not say that the
loosened restrictions applied to
those who had taken nonChinese made vaccines.
This past week, China’s
Foreign Ministry launched an
international travel health certificate that includes a
COVID-19 test and serum
antibody results, as well as vaccination and other health information. It is unclear how it will
be implemented.

The tourism-reliant country
has yet to lift a travel ban
imposed last April to curb the
outbreak, keeping most foreign
travellers and investors away.
Southeast Asia’s secondlargest economy suffered its
deepest slump in over two
decades last year, when the
number of foreign visitors
plunged 83% from nearly 40
million in 2019.
Animal rights groups have
long been calling for the elephant camps in Thailand to end
animal shows and rides,
branding the shows a form of
animal abuse.

reached 12,766.
“At present, the P.3 is not
identified as a variant of
concern as current available

data are insufficient to conclude
whether the variant will have
significant public health implications,” the ministry said.
It reported 59 new infections of the B.1.1.7 variant first
detected in Britain, and 32 cases
of the B.1.351 variant discovered
in South Africa.
This brings cases for those
variants to 177 and 90,
respectively.
“Correct and consistent
adherence to the minimum
public health standards will
prevent the transmission of
these variants,” the ministry
said.
The Philippines, which has
the second-highest COVID-19
cases and deaths in Southeast
Asia, is battling a renewed surge
as it ramps up a vaccination
drive that started on March 1.

Another housing official
found dead in South Korea
amid property scandal
REUTERS — SEOUL

A second senior official from
Korea Land and Housing Corp
(LH) was found dead in Paju,
north of South Korean capital
Seoul, in an apparent suicide
amid a growing insider
property speculation scandal,
an officer from the Paju Police
Station said.
Yonhap news agency had
reported the death earlier yesterday, and had said the LH
official did not appear to be a
subject of a probe into the
accusations of insider speculation by dozens of employees
of the state housing
corporation.
This is the second death of
an LH official since the South
Korean government this week
declared war on property
crime. The other official was
found dead on Friday, also of
an apparent suicide. He had left
a letter saying he was sorry for
doing “undesirable things”
when he headed LH’s office in
the province of North Jeolla,

Yonhap had reported.
According to an initial
investigation into the scandal,
at least 20 LH employees are
suspected of trying to use classified knowledge to buy undeveloped land before new development projects were slated to
begin in the areas, South
Korean Prime Minister Chung
Sye-kyun said on Thursday.
Criticising the sluggish
progress of the current probe,
the main opposition People
Party has demanded an investigation led by prosecutors to
ensure a speedy and thorough
process. The scandal has
sparked outrage in South Korea
as property prices in and
around Seoul have soared,
making affordable housing
hard to find.
South Korea’s Minister of
Land, Infrastructure and
Transport, Byeon Chang-heum,
has offered to resign over the
scandal. Though he has not
been implicated personally, He
was head of LH from April 2019
until December 2020.

The Afghan government said
yesterday it would participate
in two separate US- and
Russian-backed peace conferences in the coming weeks.
The Russian-backed conference is scheduled for March
18, while the US-sponsored
one will take place in Turkey
next month, officials said.
“The Afghan government
will take part in both the
Moscow and Turkey conferences,” Hamdullah Mohib, the
country’s national security
council advisor told reporters
in Kabul.
Mohammed Naeem, a
spokesman for the Taliban,
said it had received an invitation from Moscow, but had
not yet decided whether to
attend or not. The Taliban have
not made any comment about
the proposed meeting in
Turkey.

South Korea
reports 490 new
infections
REUTERS — SEOUL

South Korea reported a threeweek high 490 new coronavirus cases yesterday, with
infections creeping higher as
the authorities prepare for a
broad vaccine rollout.
The daily tally as of Friday
midnight was up slightly from
488 the day before to the
highest since February 19, said
the Korea Disease Control and
Prevention Agency (KDCA). Of
Friday’s total, 474 were locally
transmitted infections and 16
imported.
This brings the country’s
total coronavirus infections to
95,176 with 1,667 COVID-19
deaths. Nearly 70% of the
domestically transmitted cases
have been from the capital,
Seoul, and its neighbouring
areas, where about half the
nation’s 52 million people live.
South Korea plans to begin
vaccinating the elderly in the
second quarter, starting with
people over age 65 at nursing
homes, according to a KDCA
official. The government is to
announce details of the vaccination plan next week.
The country has administered 583,658 doses of
COVID-19 vaccines as of
Friday midnight, according to
the KDCA, including both the
AstraZeneca and PfizerBioNTech shots.
Health authorities said
they will continue to closely
monitor reports related to
AstraZeneca’s vaccine and
quickly respond if they find
similar cases abroad.
Health authorities in
several countries, including
Denmark, Norway and
Iceland, have suspended the
use of AstraZeneca’s vaccine
after reports of blood clots
forming in some people who
have been vaccinated.
The government said on
Friday it will extend current
social distancing rules.

Plane crashes in Kazakhstan, 4 dead
AP — MOSCOW

A child feeds an elephant during Thailand’s National Elephant Day celebration in the ancient city of
Ayutthaya, Thailand, yesterday.

A plane operated by Kazakhstan’s state security agency
crashed in the Central Asian
country yesterday, killing four
crew members and injuring two

others, officials said.
The ex-Soviet country’s
Emergencies Ministry said the
two
survivors
were
hospitalised.
The ministry said the

Soviet-built An-26 two-engine
turboprop crashed while trying
to land at the airport of Almaty.
The plane had flown from the
capital, Nur-Sultan, with only
the six crew members on board.
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Virus situation
in Paris region
‘extremely tense’

Five EU nations
seek dialogue on
vaccine allocation
REUTERS — VIENNA

REUTERS — PARIS

The COVID-19 situation in Paris
region is extremely tense and
authorities are ready to take
new measures, French Prime
Minister Jean Castex (pictured)
said, but he did not announce
a tightening of curfew or new
regional lockdowns.
Despite rising COVID-19
cases, the administration of
President Emmanuel Macron
has not to date declared a new
national lockdown, opting
instead to tighten measures
locally in hard-hit towns like
Nice and Dunkirk, but Paris has
been spared so far.
“I call on everyone, and
especially those who live in the
capital, to be extremely careful,
wear the mask and respect
social distancing. The aim is to
reduce the pressure on the hospital system,” Castex said
during a visit to a hospital.
The number of people with
COVID-19 in intensive care
units on Friday exceeded 4,000
for the first time since
November 26, with nearly
1,100 COVID-19 patients in
ICUs in the Paris region alone.
In Paris and the surrounding region, healthcare
managers say the intensive

In Paris and the
surrounding region,
healthcare managers
say the intensive care
units are close to
being overloaded.

Swiss police raid
apartment of
Verkada hacker,
seize devices
BLOOMBERG — LUCERNE

Swiss authorities raided the
apartment on Friday of a
hacker who claimed credit for
breaching the Silicon Valley
security camera company
Verkada and gaining access to
its customers’ surveillance
feeds, according to the hacker
and a search warrant seen by
Bloomberg News.
Tillie Kottmann said their
apartment in Lucerne, Switzerland, was raided and that
police seized the hacker’s electronic devices. The warrant
was based on an alleged hack
that took place last year and
not on the recent breach of
Verkada.
After being notified of the
breach by Bloomberg News,
Verkada referred the matter
to the FBI. The breach exposed
live camera feeds of companies like Tesla Inc, as well
as hospitals, jails, and schools.
According to a copy of the
search warrant, the search was
conducted as part of a US
criminal case against
Kottmann in the Western District of Washington. The
warrant requested documents
related to hacking as well as
information on cryptocurrency
holdings. Kottmann has been
accused of unauthorised
access to protected computers,
identify theft, and fraud.
The search warrant said
that the raid was in connection
with an FBI investigation into
“the hacking of computer
databases and the subsequent
theft and distribution of information including source code,
confidential documents and
internal user data.”

care units are close to being
overloaded.
Castex said that in the Ilede-France region around Paris
the vaccination campaign
would be sped up this weekend,
with the delivery of 25,000
extra doses.
France’s vaccination programme has been hampered
by logistical bottlenecks and
problems with deliveries from
vaccine manufacturers but
Castex said the campaign was
speeding up, with 329,326 shots
administered on Friday, a new
record.
As of Friday, 4.9 million
people — 7.2 percent of the
French population — had
received a first injection and 2.2
million had received two,
official figures showed.
On Thursday, France
foreign ministry said in a
statement that travellers to or
from Australia, New Zealand,
South Korea, Israel, Japan,
Britain and Singapore would no
longer need a compelling
reason to travel.

Protesters attend a rally against the government’s restrictions amid the coronavirus disease outbreak
in Berlin, yesterday.

German experts against easing of lockdown
REUTERS — BERLIN

German health experts warned
yesterday against any further
easing of coronavirus lockdown
measures as the number of
cases jumped again due to the
spread of the more infectious
variant first detected in Britain.
“We can only have more
relaxation if there are stable or
falling case numbers,” Karl
Lauterbach, health expert for
the Social Democrats, told the
Augsburger Allgemeine newspaper, adding this was unlikely
anytime soon.
The number of COVID-19
cases have been rising again for
the last few weeks as some
restrictions have been lifted.
Frustration about the
ongoing lockdown and the slow
pace of vaccinations has been

hurting support for Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s conservatives,
further dented by a face mask
procurement scandal involving
lawmakers from her party.
Protesters gathered in
Berlin yesterday to demonstrate
against the lockdown.
Yesterday, the number of
COVID-19 cases rose by 12,674
and the death toll was up 239,
with the number of cases per
100,000 over seven days
jumping to 76.1 from 72.4. The
death toll from the virus stands
at 73,301, with a reported
2,558,455 infections.
Merkel and state leaders
agreed a phased easing of curbs
earlier this month along with
an “emergency brake” to let
authorities reimpose restrictions if case numbers spike
above 100 per 100,000 on

three consecutive days.
Leaders are due to meet
again on March 22 to discuss
whether any further relaxation
of the rules is possible.
However, the head of Germany’s public health agency
warned on Friday that the
country is at the start of a third
wave of the pandemic.
Stefan Pilsinger, a doctor
and member of parliament for
the sister party of Merkel’s
ruling Christian Democrats,
predicted that the spread of the
British variant could cause a
jump in cases like that seen
around Christmas.
“The previous lockdown
measures were already insufficient to contain the more dangerous British COVID-19
variant,” he told the
newspaper.

The leaders of Austria, the
Czech Republic, Bulgaria,
Slovenia and Latvia have
written to the European Union
calling for a discussion on
COVID-19 vaccine distribution
within the bloc after Austria
complained it was uneven.
Austrian Chancellor
Sebastian Kurz said on Friday
that vaccine doses were not
being spread evenly among
member states despite an
agreement within the bloc to
do so according to population.
He blamed separate deals
struck between the EU’s vaccination steering board and
drug companies.
Kurz said on Twitter yesterday that he and his four
counterparts had called for discussions to find “a European
solution” in a joint letter. The
letter, to European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
and European Council President
Charles Michel, was published
by Austrian media.
“In recent days ... we have
discovered that ... deliveries of
vaccine doses by pharma companies to individual EU
member states are not being
implemented on an equal basis
following the pro rata population key,” the letter said. “We
therefore call on you, Charles,
to hold a discussion on this
important matter among
leaders as soon as possible.”
Malta is on course to have
three times more vaccine
doses relative to its population
by the end of June than Bulgaria, Kurz has said.
Opposition parties have
accused Kurz of trying to deflect
blame for the slow pace of vaccinations away from himself.

UK flays China for violating Sino-British Declaration
AP — LONDON

Britain’s foreign secretary
yesterday criticised China for
continuing to violate the SinoBritish Joint Declaration as
Beijing further tightens control
over Hong Kong.
Dominic Raab said Beijing’s
decision to “impose radical
changes to restrict participation
in Hong Kong’s electoral system
... is part of a pattern designed
to harass and stifle all voices
critical of China’s policies.” The
moves amount to the third

breach of the Joint Declaration
in less than nine months, Raab
said in a statement.
“The Chinese authorities’
continued action means I must
now report that the UK considers Beijing to be in a state of
ongoing non-compliance with
the Joint Declaration — a demonstration of the growing gulf
between Beijing’s promises and
its actions,” the foreign secretary said.
British and Chinese authorities signed the agreement in
1984, paving the way for Hong

Kong’s handover from British
to Chinese rule in 1997. The
agreement stipulated that the
former British colony would
retain a high degree of
autonomy and its civil rights
and freedoms for at least 50
years.
The UK and US criticised
China on Thursday when its
ceremonial legislature endorsed
the Communist Party’s move to
reduce the role of Hong Kong
voters in picking the territory’s
lawmakers and ensure
“patriots” rule the city.

Under the changes, a proBeijing committee that picks the
city’s chief executive will have
the power to also appoint a “relatively large” number of
members of Hong Kong’s
90-seat legislature.
It is the latest in a series of
policies responding to sometimes-violent anti-government
protests in Hong Kong that
plunged the city into crisis in
2019.
Beijing last year imposed a
national security law on the city
and since then dozens of

pro-democracy figures have
been arrested and many are in
exile.
Chinese officials have said
the measures are necessary to
prevent secessionist movements and root out any campaign advocating for Hong
Kong’s independence.
Some British lawmakers
have lobbied for sanctions
against Chinese and Hong
Kong officials to protect the
city’s democracy, but Raab has
so far not responded to such
calls.

London police officer in
court after murder of
woman sparks outrage
RETERS — LONDON

A London police officer
appeared in court yesterday
for the first time after being
charged with murder in a case
that has caused widespread
concern in Britain about
women’s safety.
Wayne Couzens, 48, is
charged with the kidnap and
murder of 33-year-old Sarah
Everard, who disappeared on
the night of March 3 while
walking home in south London
after visiting a friend.
Everard’s remains were
found on Wednesday in
woodland around 50 miles
away in southeast England.
Her killing has brought an
outpouring of personal accounts
from women of their own experiences and fears of walking
streets alone at night, and calls
for action to tackle this.

Couzens, wearing a grey
tracksuit, spoke only to confirm
his identity at London’s Westminster Magistrates’ Court and
remains in custody.
His lawyer did not enter a
plea to the charges before a
fuller court hearing scheduled
for Tuesday. Couzens joined
London’s Metropolitan Police
in 2018 and guarded foreign
embassies before his arrest.
Campaigners had planned
a vigil to commemorate Everard
to take place yesterday evening
near where she disappeared.
However, organisers cancelled the vigil yesterday
morning after police warned
them that they could risk arrest
for breaching COVID-19 restrictions on outdoor social
gatherings.
“In light of the lack of constructive engagement from the
Metropolitan Police, we do not

People mourn at the Clapham Common Bandstand memorial site, following the kidnap and murder
of Sarah Everard, in London, yesterday.

feel that we can in good faith
allow tonight’s event to go
ahead,” organisers from the
group Reclaim These Streets
said in a statement.
Members of the public laid
flowers at the bandstand in

Clapham Common in southwest
London, near where the vigil
had been planned to take place.
“We take no joy in this event
being cancelled, but it is the
right thing to do given the real
and present threat of COVID-

19,” Metropolitan Police Commander Catherine Roper said.
Under current COVID-19
rules, people in England are
usually only allowed to meet
outdoors with one person
outside their household.

Spain: Police seize narco-submarine being built on southern coast
AP — MADRID

Spanish police announced on
Friday that they seized a
homemade narco-submarine
able to carry up to 2 metric
tonnes (2.2 tonnes) of cargo.
Police came across the
9-meter-long (30-feet-long)
craft last month while it was

being built in Málaga, on
southern Spain’s Costa del Sol,
during a broader international
drug operation involving five
other countries and the EU
crime agency Europol.
The 3-metre-wide semisubmersible craft is made of fiberglass and plywood panels
attached to a structural frame,

has three portholes on one side
and is painted light blue. It has
two 200-horsepower engines
operated from the inside.
Rafael Perez, head of the
Spanish police, said the vessel
had never sailed.
“We think it was going to go
into the high seas to meet a
mother ship (to) take on board

the drugs,” probably cocaine,
before returning to Spain, Perez
told reporters.
“It is like an iceberg,” he said
of the vessel’s structure. “In
practice, nearly all of it goes
under water apart from the top,
which is the only part of it that
would be seen from another
ship or a helicopter.”

Similar drug-smuggling
vessels have in the past been
discovered in the Atlantic
Ocean, especially off Central
and South America. They sit low
in the water to escape detection
and rarely are able to fully
submerge.
The wider police operation
against the alleged international

smuggling ring netted hundreds
of kilos of cocaine, hashish and
marijuana in various places in
Spain, with 52 people arrested.
Spanish police said in a
statement that police in the
Colombia, the US, the United
Kingdom, the Netherlands and
Portugal also were involved in
the operation.
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Pandemic casts long shadow over polls in Netherlands
AP — THE HAGUE

Housing shortages, the environment, health care, education.
Dutch voters have plenty of
issues to consider in next week’s
election but one towers over all
others: The COVID-19 pandemic.
The Dutch vote for the 150seat lower house of parliament,
deeply conscious that more
than 16,000 people in the Netherlands have died of COVID-19
and the country is in the midst
of a tough lockdown that
includes a night-time curfew.
Many voters approve of
Prime Minister Mark Rutte’s
handling of the crisis. His popularity shot up early in the pandemic as he appeared regularly
on television to inform the
country in statesmanlike tones
of the latest lockdown measures
and urge unity in the fight
against the virus.
But slip-ups later — the
Netherlands was the last of the
European Union’s 27 countries
to begin a vaccination campaign
— meant that Rutte’s popularity
is receding slightly as the threeday vote starting tomorrow
draws nearer.
But his People’s Party for
Freedom and Democracy,
known by the Dutch acronym
VVD, still has a large lead in the
polls, although pollsters say
many voters may still be undecided. If the VVD captures the
largest cut of the vote, Rutte will
be first in line to begin talks to
form the country’s next ruling
coalition, a process that could

Voting is spread over three days to avoid
crowding. Vulnerable groups can vote on
Monday and Tuesday and everyone else
votes on Wednesday. Some municipalities
have drive-through polling stations while
Amsterdam has one for voters on bicycles.
Some 2.4 million people over 70 are also
entitled to vote by mail. Results are expected
to start coming in late on Wednesday night.
take months.
The 54-year-old has led the
country for more than 10 years,
the last four at the helm of a
four-party coalition, and could
become the longest-serving
Dutch leader if he wins another
four-year-term. Rutte extended
the country’s tough lockdown
on Tuesday, but also offered a
glimmer of hope that a relaxation at the end of the month
could allow people to visit cafes’
outdoor terraces if infection
numbers decline or remain
stable. He insisted the optimism
had nothing to do with
electioneering.
“If that were the case, we’d
have announced them now for
now, you’d be better doing it
immediately, but that simply is
not possible,” he said. “You
mustn’t mix the election up in
this.” Other parties have been
increasingly keen to do just that.
“What are you doing
Premier Rutte? You are holding
an entire country hostage in
fear and captivity,” said antiimmigrant lawmaker Geert

Wilders, a fierce critic of the
government’s coronavirus
policy. With a record 37 parties
vying for votes, some feel there
are plenty of other issues to
consider.
“It’s too much about COVID
in a way,” Sigrid Kaag, leader
of the centrist D66 party, told
The Associated Press. She said
voters must decide “where the
turning point is in terms of the
significant investments required
for education, the jobs of the
future, the green economy, and
as I mentioned, combating the
climate crisis.”
André Krouwel, a political
scientist at the Vrije Universiteit
Amsterdam, said the pandemic
has shifted people’s focus
toward the economy. “People’s
preferences have turned to the
left. They’ve seen that people
now need support, financial
support from the government,”
he said. “So the economy is back
on top, whereas in the previous
four or five elections, immigration was the core issue.”
The virus also has altered

An election sign is seen in The Hague, Netherlands.

the entire Dutch election campaign and voting process.
Shaking hands with voters
and traditional election rallies
were all but impossible under
the lockdown, so politicians
have appeared frequently on
television and gotten creative
online. Rutte went on TikTok
and answered questions by
swatting away table tennis balls
with bats marked “Yes” or “No”.
Voting is spread over three
days to avoid crowding. Vulnerable groups can vote on
Monday and Tuesday and everyone else votes on Wednesday.

Draghi vows to triple vaccination pace
BLOOMBERG — ROME

Some municipalities have
drive-through polling stations
while Amsterdam has one for
voters on bicycles. Some 2.4
million people over 70 are also
entitled to vote by mail. Results
are expected to start coming in
late on Wednesday night.
Wilders leads the largest
opposition party and polls
suggest that won’t change, but
mainstream parties are reluctant
to enlist him in the next ruling
coalition because of his strident
rhetoric criticizing Islam.
The right-wing populist
Forum For Democracy is

Police detain 200 people in
Russian opposition forum
AP — MOSCOW

Prime Minister Mario Draghi
promised to triple the pace of
vaccinations as most of Italy
prepares to go into a new
lockdown, a year after the
country shut down to contain
the spread of COVID-19 for the
first time.
The prospect of stringent
new restrictions to daily life is
an unwelcome case of deja vu
for Italians still reeling from last
spring’s lockdown and angered
by the sluggish pace of the
vaccine roll-out so far.
Draghi came to power last
month with the expectation that
he’d end the emergency and
help kickstart the economy.
“Italy is administering about
170,000 doses a day, our aim is
to triple that,” Draghi said in
one of his rare public appearances since becoming Premier.
“It is only with widespread vaccinations that we will be able
to do without restrictions like
the ones we have had to adopt.”
The former head of the
European Central Bank chose
a vaccination center at Rome’s
Fiumicino airport as a backdrop
to make his case that cranking
up the inoculation campaign
will lift the devastated
economy. He pledged €32bn
($38bn) of stimulus next week,
with more to come in the
months ahead.
Italy is struggling to contain
a third virus wave, after new,
more contagious strains

Prime Minister Mario Draghi of Italy speaks during a visit to a mass vaccination centre at Fiumicino
Airport near Rome, Italy, on Friday.

brought infections to their
highest level since last
November. Schools, stores and
restaurants will close in most
of the country from March 15
on the back of new restrictions
approved by Draghi’s cabinet
earlier on Friday.
To keep his vaccination
pledge, Draghi will have to
ensure that pharmaceutical
companies step up vaccine
deliveries, which have
amounted to 7.9 million doses
so far. He hinted he’s ready to
block vaccine exports again in

3 health workers who
got AstraZeneca jab
in hospital in Norway

case of further delays, using
emergency European powers
that Italy already exercised
earlier this month.
The government plans to
enlist dentists, family doctors
and medical students to ensure
that doses are distributed as fast
as possible, using offices, gyms
and parking lots as inoculation
sites. Draghi said he will seek
parliamentary approval to
further expand the budget
deficit in order to compensate
families and business hit by the
new
restrictions.
His

Air Corps helicopter vaccine drop
brings relief to tiny Irish island
REUTERS — ARRANMORE, IRELAND

REUTERS — OSLO

Three health workers in Norway who
recently received the AstraZeneca vaccine
against COVID-19 are being treated in
hospital for bleeding, blood clots and a low
count of blood platelets, Norwegian health
authorities said yesterday.
Norway halted on Thursday the rollout
of that vaccine, following a similar move by
Denmark. Iceland later followed suit. “We do
not know if the cases are linked to the
vaccine,” Sigurd Hortemo, a senior doctor at
the Norwegian Medicines Agency told a news
conference held jointly with the Norwegian
Institute of Public Health. All three individuals
were under the age of 50.
The European medicine regulator EMA
would investigate the three incidents,
Hortemo added. “They have very unusual
symptoms: bleeding, blood clots and a low
count of blood platelets,” Steinar Madsen,
Medical Director at the Norwegian Medicines Agency told broadcaster NRK. “They
are quite sick...We take this very seriously,”
he said, adding authorities had received
notification of the cases yesterday.

government aims to prolong
furloughs and help weakened
companies as lockdowns continue to damage the economy.
Under the new rules, regions
with more than 250 weekly cases
per 100,000 inhabitants are
automatically be designated as
high-risk “red zones.” Health
Minister Roberto Speranza
announced that 11 of Italy’s 20
regions, including those surrounding Milan and Rome, will
go into lockdown from
tomorrow. This will affect more
than two-thirds of Italians.

The Air Corps pilots landed their helicopter
on the tiny Irish island of Arranmore just
before lunch on Thursday and handed over
their precious cargo of COVID-19 vaccines
to Dr. Kevin Quinn and his grinning
daughter Aoife.
The arrival of first batch of shots last
month was a “joyous occasion”, Quinn said.
Thursday’s delivery of second doses was
even more momentous — he reckons he
will now be able to fully vaccinate around
half the population in the next few days.
With fewer than 500 residents, the
remote island off the northwestern tip of
Ireland is one of the hardest places to reach
in a vaccination programme that, like in
the rest of the European Union, has been
hampered by supply problems.
The two Air Corps pilots took one hour
and 40 minutes to fly in from the Casement
Aerodrome military air base on the outskirts of Dublin. Aoife, who works as a
nurse on Arranmore, helped her father and
the crew carry the frozen boxes of Moderna
shots to his car, parked down a lane.
“We’re privileged to get the second

doses so soon and grateful of the recognition of the unique need of isolated communities,” Quinn said after seeing the helicopter arrive. “The mood was incredible
after the first vaccine, a lovely joyous
occasion and one of the best days I’ve had
in general practice.”
Ireland has administered 536,000 vaccines among its population of 4.9 million
to healthcare workers, care home residents
and the most elderly. Just over 154,000 or
3% of the population have received the
second of their two doses.
Air Corps helicopters have also been
deployed to drop vaccines to the Aran Islands
off the west coast of Ireland. Two Naval Ships
docked in Dublin and Galway were used for
temporary testing early in the pandemic,
before officers ran a testing centre at the
national Aviva Stadium, with others redeployed to assist with contact tracing.
Personnel are now setting up and managing mass vaccination centres around the
country and will soon be involved in the
running of quarantine hotels. For the
people of Arranmore, half of whom are
above the age of 60, some normality is at
last on the horizon.

forecast to at least double the
two seats it won in 2017.
Two prominent women are
in the running, both former
ministers of overseas aid and
cooperation: Lilianne Ploumen
of the center-left Labor Party
and D66 leader Kaag.
One of them could appeal
to Ayoub Aouragh, an 18-yearold finance student in Rotterdam who is voting for the
first time and wants a change
in government. “More mixed,”
he said. “Something a bit different from what we’ve seen
under Rutte over the last years.”

Russian police yesterday
detained about 200 participants at a forum of independent members of municipal
councils, an action that comes
amid the authorities’ multipronged crackdown on dissent.
Police showed up at the
gathering in Moscow shortly
after it opened, saying that all
those present would be
detained for taking part in an
event organized by an “undesirable” organization.
A police officer leading the
raid said the detainees would
be taken to police precincts and
charged with administrative
violations. Moscow police said
that they moved to stop the
meeting because it violated
coronavirus restrictions with
many participants failing to
wear masks. Police said they
detained about 200 participants, some of whom were
members of an unspecified
“undesirable” organization.
OVD-Info, an independent
group monitoring arrests and
political repression, posted a
list of more than 170 people
who were detained. They
included Ilya Yashin, an opposition politician who leads one
of Moscow’s municipal districts;
former mayor of Yekaterinburg
Yevgeny Roizman; and Moscow’s municipal council member
Yulia Galyamina.
“Their goal was to scare
people away from engaging in
politics,” Andrei Pivovarov, a
politician who helped organize
the forum, said in a video from
a police van. Pivovarov has
played a leading role in Open

Russia, a group funded by selfexiled Russian tycoon Mikhail
Khodorkovsky. Khodorkovsky
moved to London after
spending 10 years in prison in
Russia on charges widely seen
as political revenge for challenging President Vladimir
Putin’s rule.
A 2015 law introduced
criminal punishment for membership in “undesirable” organizations. The government has
used the law to ban about 30
groups, including Open Russia.
An earlier law obliged nongovernmental organizations
that receive foreign funding
and engage in activities loosely
described as political to register
as “foreign agents”.
The laws have been widely
criticized as part of the Kremlin’s efforts to stifle dissent, but
the Russian authorities have
described them as a fit response
to alleged Western efforts to
undermine the country.
The police crackdown on
yesterday's forum follows the
arrest and imprisonment of
Russian opposition leader,
Alexei Navalny. Russian President Vladimir Putin’s most
determined political foe was
arrested on January 17 upon
returning from Germany,
where he spent five months
recovering from a nerve-agent
poisoning that he blames on the
Kremlin. Russian authorities
have rejected the accusation.
Last month, Navalny was
sentenced to two-and-a-half
years in prison for violating the
terms of his probation while
convalescing in Germany charges he dismissed as a
Kremlin vendetta.

Pillow fight
People take part in a pillow ﬁght during celebrations of Maslenitsa,
also known as Pancake Week, which is a holiday marking the end
of winter, in the town of Yuryev-Polsky in Vladimir region, Russia,
yesterday.
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Bolivia tensions reignite as
former President arrested
REUTERS — LA PAZ

Bolivia’s socialist government
arrested former interim President Jeanine Anez yesterday
over involvement in an alleged
2019 coup, reigniting political
tensions after deadly protests
less than two years ago.
The move marks an escalation of hostilities between the
current leftist administration and
more conservative political
opponents they accuse of ousting
long-term leader Evo Morales.
“The political persecution
has begun,” Anez said on
Twitter on Friday ahead of her
dawn arrest. “The MAS has
decided to return to the styles
of the dictatorship.”
Bolivia’s socialist government, which swept back to
power in October last year, is
seeking the arrest of a raft of
officials in Anez’s right-wing
former administration as well
as ex-police and military
leaders they allege fomented a
coup. Anez took power in late
2019 after Morales resigned
amid widespread violent protests against his government
over allegations he had stolen

The move marks
an escalation of
hostilities between
the current leftist
administration and
more conservative
political opponents
they accuse of
ousting long-term
leader Evo Morales.
an election when running for
an unprecedented - and unconstitutional - fourth term.
Morales and his supporters
have long claimed he was
forced out in a military-backed
coup and have alleged
involvement by foreign governments. Morales’ MAS socialist
party returned to power in elections in October with President
Luis Arce at the helm.
The arrests brought swift
condemnation from the
Americas director of Human
Rights Watch, Jose Miguel
Vivanco, who said the arrest
warrants contained no evidence to support a claim of

Bolivia’s former interim President Jeanine Anez speaks with
members of her party as she is detained at a FELCC (Special Force
to ﬁght against Crime) prison in La Paz, Bolivia, yesterday.

“terrorism”. “For that reason,
they generate justifiable doubts
about whether this is not a
politically motivated process.”
Government Minister Eduardo
del Castillo said yesterday that
the Public Prosecutor’s Office
issued an arrest warrant for
Anez “due to the case of a coup
in our country”.
He said the investigation
against Anez and her ministers
began in December and would
follow due process. He confirmed the arrest along with
that of Anez of her former
justice minister Álvaro Coimbra
and former energy minister
Rodrigo Guzmán.
“There is no political persecution on our part here, and we
do not fear anyone who thinks
differently,” he told a news conference. “What the government
is doing is making sure justice
exists in our country.”
On Friday evening, Anez
shared a link to the arrest
warrant on social media, which
included her name and those
of many of her former Cabinet
and said it contained allegations
of terrorism and sedition
against them. Morales won the
2019 election but it was later
annulled after international
organisations including the
Organization of American States
(OAS) alleged it was fraudulent.
Anez rejected the claim she
helped orchestrate a coup. “It
was constitutional succession
due to electoral fraud,” she
wrote on Twitter on Friday.
Her 11-month caretaker
administration took Bolivia in
a sharply different direction to
Morales and had itself detained
some members of Morales’ previous government. Arce,
Morales’ former economy minister, won the presidency in a
landslide election, enabling
Morales to return from exile.

Brazil's former President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva receives a dose of the Sinovac’s CoronaVac COVID19 vaccine in Sao Bernardo do Campo near Sao Paulo, Brazil, yesterday.

Brazil federal prosecutor appeals
decision to annul Lula’s convictions
REUTERS — BRASILIA

The office of Brazil’s prosecutor
general on Friday appealed a
Supreme Court judge’s ruling
earlier this week that annulled
the criminal convictions of
former leftist President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva.
If successful, the appeal
could close the door on the
popular politician running in next
year’s presidential election,
which had become a reality after
Monday’s surprise decision by
Justice Edson Fachin.
Two opinion polls published
on Friday, the first since Lula’s
convictions were annulled,
showed that President Jair Bolsonaro is still favoured to win
the 2022 election but his
advantage has shrunk, and one
said 61% do not approve of his
handling of the pandemic that
has taken 270,000 lives.
The survey for Exame
business news magazine by

pollster Ideia found that Bolsonaro would win a run-off
against Lula by 7 percentage
points if the vote were held
today. But another poll by XP
Investimentos showed him only
2 points ahead of Lula in voter
intentions, 27% to 25%, as his
approval ratings slip in the
world’s second-deadliest
COVID-19 outbreak.
The prosecutor’s office had
said on Monday it would
appeal. It said Lula’s convictions must be upheld in order
to preserve “procedural stability and legal certainty”.
Fachin had ruled that a
court in the southern city of
Curitiba had lacked the
authority to try Lula on corruption charges and that he
must be retried in federal courts
in the capital Brasilia.
Brazilian media and
markets have spent the week
dissecting the prospect of an
ultra-polarized race between

Bolsonaro, a far-right populist,
and Lula, his biggest opponent
on the left. The Exame/Ideia
poll, which has a margin of
error of 3 percentage points,
said that 54% of those surveyed
opposed the annulment of
Lula’s convictions.
“Lula has a very good
chance of making it to a runoff, but to win he still needs to
anesthetize the rejection of Brazil’s middle class,” said Ideia
pollster Mauricio Moura.
Brazil reported 2,216
COVID-19 deaths in the last 24
hours, the third day in a row
that fatalities exceeded 2,000
in the worst run of deaths since
the pandemic began a year ago.
The health ministry also
reported 85,663 new coronavirus infections, its second
highest number for one day.
Brazil has now registered
11,363,380 cases in all, passing
India as the country with the
second worst outbreak.

Despite hacks, US not seeking widened domestic surveillance
AP — WASHINGTON

The Biden administration is not
planning to step up government
surveillance of the US internet
even as state-backed foreign
hackers and cybercriminals
increasingly use it to evade
detection, a senior administration official said on Friday.
The official said the administration, mindful of the privacy
and civil liberties implications
that could arise, is not currently
seeking additional authority to
monitor US-based networks.
Instead, the administration will
focus on tighter partnerships
and improved informationsharing with the private-sector

companies that already have
broad visibility into the
domestic internet, said the
official, who spoke to reporters
on condition of anonymity.
The comment was an
acknowledgement of the fraught
political debate surrounding
domestic government surveillance - nearly eight years after
former National Security Agency
contractor Edward Snowden triggered a scandal with leaked
agency documents - and a recognition of the challenges in balancing the growing cyber defense
imperative against privacy concerns that come with stepped-up
monitoring.
Foreign state hackers are

increasingly using US-based
virtual private networks, or VPNs,
to evade detection by U.S. intelligence agencies, who are legally
constrained from monitoring
domestic infrastructure.
In the crucial second stage of
the SolarWinds hacking campaign, for instance, the suspected
Russian intelligence operatives
used US-based VPNs to siphon
off data through backdoors in
victims’ networks, establishing
an account that made it seem like
they were in the US
That hack detected in
December compromised at least
nine federal agencies, and
exposed “significant gaps in modernization and in technology of

cybersecurity across the federal
government,” the official said.
Dozens of private-sector companies were also hit, the telecommunications and software sector
most heavily.
The US is also addressing a
separate, far more widespread
and indiscriminate hack that
cyber sleuths blame on China
and which became a global
crisis last week.
It has exposed tens of
thousands of servers running
Microsoft’s Exchange email
program to intrusion. Though
Microsoft has patched the vulnerability, affected server
owners had only a “short
window” to get vulnerable

servers fixed, the official said.
The official said President
Joe Biden has been briefed on
the incident, and private-sector
cybersecurity sleuths were
brought in to confer with White
House officials on a response.
When it comes to the pursuit
of new surveillance or monitoring authorities, the official
described the administration’s
posture as “not yet, not now”.
The official said the
administration is committed
at the moment to improving
the flow of information with
cloud providers and private
companies who have good visibility into US networks but
aren’t bound by the same gov-

ernment constraints.
Predictions from the cybersecurity community were
proving correct, meanwhile,
that ransomware attacks leveraging compromised Exchange
servers would be inevitable
given the scope of the hack.
Microsoft said it has
detected a new family of ransomware, dubbed DearCry,
exploiting the compromises.
Ransomware expert Brett
Callow of the cybersecurity firm
Emsisoft said the website ID
Ransomware had so far
received six submissions of the
malware - from victims in the
United States, Australia, Austria,
Canada and Denmark.

Daughter of top
Mexican drug
kingpin pleads
guilty to charges

US calls on kin of migrant
children to come forward

REUTERS — WASHINGTON

US health officials will limit the
information they share with
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) to try to
persuade more parents and relatives of unaccompanied migrant
children to come forward and
take the minors into custody, US
officials said on Friday during a
call with reporters.
The US Department of
Health and Human Services
(HHS) and ICE will roll back an
April 2018 information-sharing
agreement between the agencies
as part of US President Joe
Biden’s plan to deal with a rising
number of children arriving at
the border, the officials said.
Immigrant advocates had

The daughter of the boss of
one of Mexico’s most powerful
drug gangs has pleaded guilty
to carrying out financial
dealings with Mexican firms
identified as narcotics traffickers, the US Department of
Justice said on Friday.
Court documents showed
Jessica Johanna Oseguera
Gonzalez made property
transactions for six businesses
providing material support to
the Jalisco New Generation
Cartel (CJNG) run by her father
Nemesio “El Mencho”
Oseguera. In so doing, the
34-year-old dual US-Mexican
citizen violated criminal penalties of the foreign narcotics
kingpin designation act,
known as the Kingpin Act, the
department said.
US officials have described
Oseguera, who was arrested
in February 2020, as the
gang’s main money launderer.
She is scheduled to be sentenced on June 11 and faces a
maximum penalty of up to 30
years in prison. Oseguera is
also a niece of Abigael
Gonzalez Valencia, boss of Los
Cuinis, an outfit allied to the
CJNG. He was arrested in 2015
and has been fighting extradition to the United States.

REUTERS — WASHINGTON

Asylum seeking migrants from Central America await transport after crossing the Rio Grande river into
the United States from Mexico on a raft in Penitas, Texas, US, on Friday. Unaccompanied minors, all
from Honduras, are seen on the far right.

criticized the agreement, saying
it discouraged potential
sponsors from coming forward
due to fears they or their family
members could be deported.
“This makes really clear
that this administration prioritizes uniting a child with their
family member or sponsor,”
one official said on the call.
The number of migrants
arriving at the US-Mexico
border has climbed in recent
months as Biden, a Democrat,
has reversed some of the
restrictive policies put in place
by former President Donald
Trump, a Republican.
More than 3,600 migrant
children were being held in US
border facilities as of Thursday,
a US official said.

Colombia will not rest in fight against killers of activists: Duque
REUTERS — BOGOTA

Colombia President Ivan Duque
defended his administration’s
handling of the killings of
hundreds of human rights
activists, saying the government
would not rest “a single day” in
its fight against the armed
groups it blames.
At least 133 activists and
community leaders were murdered last year, according to UN
figures, the latest data to trigger

international condemnation —
including from the Biden
administration — and calls for
Duque’s government to do more
to protect activists.
His administration has
repeatedly said its blows against
criminal groups, illegal mining
and drug trafficking will help
protect activists, but it has often
given few details about its efforts,
including a recent promised
increase in operations.
Most activists who have

been killed had not requested
government protection, Duque
told Reuters in an interview on
Friday. “The great majority of
leaders who have been murdered have been leaders who
didn’t have any registered
threat, and who also had not
made any report,” he said. His
government has shortened the
time that activists who report
threats wait before receiving
protection, Duque said.
“Before it took up to three

months. Today we have cases
of responses within days,” he
said. “It must be taken into
account that often the way an
(armed) group tries to intimidate the population is by killing
these leaders. That’s why we
won’t rest a single day in confronting this phenomena.”
Colombia said last month it
would give 10-year legal status
to some 1.7 million Venezuelans,
nearly a million of whom are currently undocumented, while the

United States last week granted
Venezuelans temporary protected status. “I think it’s very
important that this tool, which is
a model, can also be employed
by other countries,” Duque said.
Data from the legalization
process will help Colombia call
on the international community for more aid, he said.
Colombia has been spending
between $700m and $800m
per year to provide services to
migrants, he said.
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US administers over
100 million COVID-19
vaccine shots
BLOOMBERG & REUTERS
— WASHINGTON

The US has achieved a milestone of administering more
than 100 million COVID-19
shots, with 66 million people
having received at least a first
dose of the vaccine.
About 2.3 million doses a
day are being given in the US,
a figure that is likely to rise significantly in coming weeks with
the rollout of Johnson & Johnson’s one-dose vaccine.
President Joe Biden has
pledged there will be enough
doses by the end of May for
any American adult who
wants to be immunized, an
estimate that matches a
Bloomberg analysis of drugmakers’ delivery timetables.
The boost in supply, the
availability of a one-shot
vaccine and the growing
number of places where people
can get immunized have combined to accelerate the US vaccination campaign a year into
the pandemic.
Widespread immunity from
the virus is considered crucial
to ending restrictions on personal and business activity, and
this week top US infectious
disease expert Anthony Fauci
predicted that American life
would begin to return to normal
toward the end of the summer
or near the start of fall.
On Thursday, Biden said he
would direct states to open up
vaccine eligibility to all
American adults by May 1, with
the goal of allowing small
groups to gather by July 4. A
Bloomberg News analysis of

Top US infectious
disease expert
Anthony Fauci
predicted that
American life would
begin to return to
normal toward the
end of the summer or
near the start of fall.
vaccine manufacturers’
delivery timelines last month
estimated that there would be
enough vaccine to cover more
than 200 million Americans by
that time, and drugmakers have
been working to accelerate
timetables.
“That does not mean that
everyone will get a shot immediately, but May 1 is the date
every adult will be eligible to
sign up to get the shot,” Jeff
Zients, the White House’s coronavirus response coordinator,
said at a press briefing on
Friday. “By the end of May, we
expect to have enough vaccine
supply available for all adults
in this country.”
Biden has said his goal is
to oversee the administration
of 100 million doses in the first
100 days of his presidency.
Former President Donald
Trump’s administration led
the early part of the vaccine
rollout that included the first
20 million doses, according to
data compiled by the US
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. At the current
pace, Biden’s 100-milliondose goal is likely to be

reached near the end of next
week.
Along with speeding up the
immunization rollout, health officials at the federal and local
levels are focused on getting the
vaccine to hard-to-reach populations and those who may be
hesitant. The Bloomberg Vaccine
Tracker shows recent improvements by some Southern states
in reaching Black populations but
that there are still significant disparities among groups in terms
of vaccine rates.
Globally, the US has administered more vaccine doses than
any other country, and accounts
for more than a quarter of all
known doses. Europe’s vaccine
rollout has proceeded more
slowly, while countries in Africa
are just starting their
campaigns.
In a related development,
AstraZeneca Plc is preparing to
file for US emergency use
authorization for its COVID-19
vaccine later this month or
early April after accumulating
enough data to judge the inoculation’s efficacy, sources with
knowledge of the ongoing
clinical trial said,
The British drugmaker
completed enrollment in its trial
of more than 32,000 volunteers
in January and now has data on
at least 150 cases of COVID-19.
The vaccine has not been
authorized yet by US regulators.
AstraZeneca said in February
it expects its vaccine could
receive US emergency use
authorization at the beginning
of April and could immediately
deliver 30 million doses to locations around the United States.

US President Joe Biden speaks about the $1.9 trillion “American Rescue Plan Act” as Vice-President
Kamala Harris, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi listen during
an event to celebrate the law, in the Rose Garden at the White House in Washington, DC, on Friday.

Boon for some Americans as first
stimulus payments on the way
AP — WASHINGTON

Along with daylight saving time,
this weekend could bring some
Americans fatter bank balances.
Officials at the Treasury
Department and Internal
Revenue Service said late on
Friday that processing of the
new round of stimulus payments has already begun, with
the aim of having the first payments start showing up in bank
accounts this weekend.
President Joe Biden signed
the new $1.9 trillion rescue
package on Thursday, the day
after it won final passage in the
House. The measure provides
for payments to qualifying individuals of up to $1,400, with
payments to a qualifying family
of four of $5,600.
“The payments will be
delivered automatically to taxpayers even as the IRS continues delivering regular tax
refunds,” IRS Commissioner

their own payments. Taxpayers
who have provided bank information with the IRS will receive
the direct-deposit payments,
while others will get paper
cheques or debit cards mailed
to them. Officials said in the
interest of speeding up the relief
payments, the IRS will use the
latest tax return available,
either the 2019 return filed last
year or the 2020 return that is
due by April 15.
If a person’s job situation
changed last year because of
the pandemic, which led to millions of people losing jobs or
being forced to work reduced
hours, officials said that the IRS
will adjust the size of the new
impact payments after the 2020
return has been filed and
provide a supplemental
payment if that is called for.
Officials said those adjustments
will be made automatically by
the IRS for people who have
already filed their 2020 returns.

NY senators join mounting
calls for Cuomo to resign

Dr. Deborah Birx
takes job at
Texas air
purifier maker

REUTERS — NEW YORK

REUTERS — WASHINGTON

Dr. Deborah Birx, the former
Trump White House Coronavirus Task Force coordinator,
is taking a private sector job,
joining a Texas manufacturer
that says its purifiers clean
COVID-19 from the air within
minutes and from surfaces
within hours.
Birx will join Dallas-based
ActivePure as chief scientific
and medical adviser, she and
the company said. An expert in
global health, Birx came to the
White House in 2020 to help
lead the Trump administration’s
response to the pandemic.
But she was criticized for
not standing up to former
President Donald Trump as he
played down the virus, predicted it would disappear, and
questioned whether ingesting
bleach could help cure
infected Americans.
While her friend and
former mentor, Dr. Anthony
Fauci, was promoted to
become a top medical adviser
to Democratic President Joe
Biden, Birx did not get a job in
the new administration.
“The Biden administration
wanted a clean slate,” she told
Reuters in an interview. “I
understand that completely.”
Birx left government earlier this
week. She and Fauci, she said,
asked themselves regularly
what could have been done differently over the last year.
“When you have the
100,000 people we lost over
the summer, and the 300,000
people we lost over the fallwinter surge, you have to ask
yourself and have to know that
it didn’t go as well as it should
have,” she said. “All of us are
responsible for that.”
The coronavirus has killed
more than 530,000 people in
the United States, more than any
other country. Birx said she
remained concerned about the
level of testing in the country,
but she praised the new administration for modeling maskwearing and other behaviours
that help to combat the virus.

Chuck Rettig said. It is estimated that 85% of Americans
will be eligible for the payments
and the goal is to have millions
of the payments disbursed in
the next few weeks.
The latest round of relief payments will provide households
with $1,400 for each adult, child
and adult dependent, such as
college students or elderly relatives. Adult dependents were not
eligible to receive payments in
the previous two rounds of
payments.
The payments start
declining for an individual once
adjusted gross income exceeds
$75,000 and go to zero once
income hits $80,000. The
payment starts declining for
married couples when income
exceeds $150,000 and goes to
zero at $160,000.
Officials said that beginning
tomorrow, people can check
the “Get My Payment” tool on
the IRS.gov website to track

A sense of optimism
Older students carry their lunches to their classrooms to eat, leaving the lunchroom free for younger
students to keep a social distance during in-person learning at Ackerman Elementary school in the
small town of Ackerman, Mississippi, US, on Thursday. In rural Choctaw County, Mississippi, a recent
lull in COVID-19 cases and vaccination campaigns are giving many members of the community a sense
of optimism about the yearlong pandemic as Mississippi and surrounding states have announced
that they are rescinding mask mandates and other restrictions.

Kansas City officer who sprayed
teenage protester indicted
AP — LIBERTY

A white Kansas City police officer
who sprayed a 15-year-old Black
girl with chemicals during racial
injustice protests last summer
was indicted on Friday on misdemeanor assault, prosecutors said.
Officer Nicholas McQuillen,
38, will be issued a summons
to appear later in court, Jackson
County prosecutors said after
the county’s grand jury
delivered the indictment.
According to documents,
the girl was with her father, siblings and friends on May 30 at
protests along the Country Club
Plaza that were sparked by the
killing of George Floyd, a Black
man, at the hands of a white
Minneapolis police officer. Protesters were on sidewalks while
police lined the streets.
Police said the girl’s father,
who’s Black, was repeatedly
told to stay on the sidewalk or
he would be arrested, but the

man later said he did not hear
those commands. Videos show
the father standing on the street,
within 1 or 2 feet of the sidewalk,
shouting at officers. The girl was
next to him, according to court
documents.
Video shows McQuillen and
another officer moving toward
the man and girl, but they do
not make any statement to
them or tell them they are
under arrest, according to court
documents. At this point, the
man is back on the sidewalk,
and there is “no evidence of
information about the need to
immediately arrest (the man),”
the documents said, and no evidence that McQuillen contacted
a supervisor or officers other
than the one who was with him.
The videos also show
McQuillen and the other officer
trying to pull the man into the
street while his family and
friends try to keep him on the
sidewalk. The movement caused

the girl to be between McQuillen
and the man, which led to her
hands touching McQuillen’s vest.
At that point, McQuillen
raised the MK-90 fogger, a
chemical spray used to control
crowds, and sprayed the girl in
the face, according to the court
documents. She told investigators she suffered pain in her
eyes and a burning sensation
on her arms but did not seek
medical attention. It was not
immediately clear if McQuillen
has an attorney.
The Kansas City Fraternal
Order of Police said in a
statement that it was disappointed the prosecuting
attorney would charge
McQuillen when he “employed
the lowest level of force
available to him,” The Kansas
City Star reported. “We believe
this charge has no merit and the
FOP will fully support Officer
McQuillen as he challenges it in
Court,” the statement said.

New York’s two US senators
joined other leading Democrats
in urging New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo to resign on
Friday after a seventh woman
came forward to accuse him of
misconduct.
Chuck Schumer, the Senate
majority leader, and Kirsten
Gillibrand, a leading voice of
the #MeToo movement against
harassment and abuse, joined
others including US Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
in calling on the three-term
Democratic governor to resign.
Cuomo, 63, the divorced
father of three daughters in
their 20s, again repeated his
denial of the allegations on
Friday and said it was “reckless
and dangerous” for politicians
to ask him to resign before they
have all the facts.
“Women have a right to
come forward and be heard,
and I encourage that fully. But
I also want to be clear: there is
still a question of the truth. I did
not do what has been alleged,
period,” Cuomo said on a call
with reporters. “Wait for the
facts. An opinion without facts
is irresponsible,” he said.
Asked if he ever had relationships with any of the women,
Cuomo responded by saying
only that he never intended to
make anyone feel uncomfortable, and was sorry if he did.
Hours after the governor’s
call with reporters, Schumer

and Gillibrand became the
highest-profile national politicians to urge him to resign.
“Due to the multiple,
credible harassment and misconduct allegations, it is clear
that Governor Cuomo has lost
the confidence of his governing
partners and the people of New
York,” the two senators said in
a joint statement. A growing list
of women including former
aides have accused the governor of misconduct, ranging
from unwelcome behavior at
work to groping.
The new calls for Cuomo to
resign came a day after more
than 55 Democratic New York
state lawmakers urged him to
step down, and the state legislature said it would open an
impeachment investigation into
the allegations. The legislative
inquiry will run parallel to an
investigation led by the office
of New York State Attorney
General Letitia James.
The two senators joined at
least 16 of the 27 members of
New York’s US congressional
delegation in urging Cuomo to
quit, calling into question the
political future of the high
profile Democratic figure, who
gained national prominence for
his leadership during the peak
of his state’s COVID-19 crisis.
White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said on Friday
that President Joe Biden “certainly supports” the state
attorney general’s investigation
into the allegations.

Northern Nevada confirms first
case of virus variant from UK
AP — RENO, NEVADA

Health officials have confirmed the first northern Nevada case of
a COVID-19 variant that originated in the United Kingdom, and
they are trying to determine if the infection linked to a large gathering in Washoe County may have spread to others. At least eight
cases related to the UK variant have already been confirmed in
southern Nevada. The first was in the Las Vegas area in January.
The new one confirmed in Washoe County, which includes Reno
and Sparks, involves a woman in her 30s whose infection is linked
to a gathering of more than 60 people from multiple states, county
health district officer Kevin Dick said. Seventeen additional COVID-19
cases have been linked to the same event, although not all of the
people who have tested positive are from Washoe County.
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Spacewalkers take safety precautions for toxic ammonia
AP — CAPE CANAVERAL, FLA
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Spacewalking astronauts had
to take extra safety precautions yesterday after possibly
getting toxic ammonia on their
suits from the International
space Station's external
cooling system.
Victor Glover and Mike
Hopkins had no trouble
removing and venting a couple
of old jumper cables to remove
any ammonia still lingering in
the lines. But so much
ammonia spewed out of the
first hose that Mission Control
worried some of the frozen
white flakes might have gotten
on their suits.
Hopkins was surprised at
the amount of ammonia
unleashed into the vacuum of
space. "Oh yeah, look at that
go. Did you see that?" he asked

flight controllers. "There's
more than I thought.”
Even though the stream of
ammonia was directed away
from the astronauts and the
space station, Hopkins said
some icy crystals may have
contacted his helmet. As a
result, Mission Control said it
was going to "be conservative"
and require inspections.
The astronauts' first suit
check found nothing amiss.
"Looks clean,” Hopkins called
down.
NASA did not want any
ammonia getting inside the
space station and contaminating the cabin atmosphere.
The astronauts used long tools
to vent the hoses and stayed
clear of the nozzles, to reduce
the risk of ammonia contact.
Four hours into the
planned six-hour spacewalk,

Yesterday's was the sixth
spacewalk — and, barring
an emergency, the last —
for this US-RussianJapanese crew of seven.
All but one was led by
Nasa.

Mission Control said the astronauts had already spent
enough time in the sunlight to
bake off any ammonia residue
from their suits, and that everything should be good when
they go back inside.
An unrelated issue popped
up soon afterward, however,
when Glover complained of
eye irritation. He said his right
eye was watering, but quickly
assured Mission Control that

blinking seemed to help.
Once the ammonia hoses
were emptied, the astronauts
moved one of them to a more
central location near the NASA
hatch, in case it's needed on
the opposite end of the station.
The ammonia jumper cables
were added years ago following a cooling system leak.
The hose work should have
been completed during a
spacewalk a week ago, but
was put off along with other
odd jobs when power
upgrades took longer than
expected.
Saturday’s other chores
included: replacing an antenna
for helmet cameras, rerouting
ethernet cables, tightening
connections on a European
experiment platform, and
installing a metal ring on the
hatch thermal cover.

Philippine artist fights waste by
using recycled trash in paintings
REUTERS — MANILA

When Filipino artist Gilbert
Angeles found out that his
country was one of the world’s
biggest contributors of plastic
trash in the ocean he felt
compelled to take action.
Angeles decided the best
way to show how discarded
waste could be given a new life
in a different medium was to
incorporate materials ranging
from shredded plastic to old
paint and leftover construction
wood in his paintings.
Since 2019, he has made
over two dozen paintings of
this kind.
“I make these artworks to

raise awareness so we can
fight against the trash in our
area, to make us more responsible in how we dispose of our
trash, and to make us aware
of where our trash goes,” said
the 49-year-old.
The artist sources the
materials from around his
Manila neighbourhood or
through donations from contacts he has made since
launching his environmental
campaign.
Angeles remembers being
spurred on to take up the
project after seeing a news
report about the Philippines
being one of the top contributors of plastic waste.

The Philippines, Indonesia,
Thailand, Vietnam and China
account for around 60% of the
world’s marine plastic, or 8
million tonnes annually,
according to a 2017 report
from the Ocean Conservancy
and the McKinsey Center for
Business and Environment.
Angeles’ artwork has since
been shown in galleries, with
paintings selling for around
$600 to $3,000, depending on
the size. Part of the proceeds
goes to his environmental
group, Green Artz, which
encourages artists to use
recycled waste in their work.
“I love the fact that it gives
us hope,” said Linda Pecoraro,

Filipino artist Gilbert Angeles works on a painting using expired
paint and shredded plastic wrappers, at his studio in Plaridel,
Bulacan province, Philippines, on February 8, 2021.

general manager of Conrad
Hotel, where Angeles’ work is
being exhibited.
“It’s got beautiful colours

Crypto investor ‘Metakovan’ named as buyer of $70m digital artwork
REUTERS — LONDON

The buyer of a $70m digitalonly artwork was named on
Friday by auction house Christie’s as a crypto asset investor
who goes by the pseudonym
“Metakovan.”
The auction to buy the work
by digital artist Beeple, which
ended on Thursday, was the

first ever sale by a major
auction house of a piece of
digital art that does not exist in
physical form.
The work is in the form of a
new kind of digital asset: a NonFungible Token (NFT). This
means that it is authenticated
by blockchain, which certifies
its originality and ownership.
Metakovan, whose real

name was not disclosed, is the
founder of Metapurse, the
world’s largest NFT fund, Christie’s said in a statement.
The work, called “Everydays: The First 5000 Days” is
a collage of 5,000 individual
images, which were made oneper-day over more than
thirteen years.
It sold for $69,346,250

(42,329.453 ETH), which Metakovan paid in the form of
cryptocurrency Ether.
The sale put Beeple into the
top three most valuable living
artists, Christie’s said, trailing
only David Hockney and Jeff
Koons.
“When you think of highvalued NFTs, this one is going
to be pretty hard to beat. And

here’s why - it represents 13
years of everyday work,” Metakovan said in a statement
released by Christie’s.
“Techniques are replicable
and skill is surpassable, but the
only thing you can’t hack digitally is time. This is the crown
jewel, the most valuable piece
of art for this generation. It is
worth $1bn.”

‘Avatar’ to retake top-grossing
film title after China re-release
BLOOMBERG

“Avatar,” the 2009 film about
the battle between humans and
native creatures on an alien
moon, is poised to retake the
title of top-grossing film of all
time following a rerelease in
China.
The picture, from director
James Cameron, grossed an
estimated $3.5m Friday in the
country, Walt Disney Co. said
in a statement. That puts it just
shy of the $2.97bn total collected by “Avengers: Endgame,”
which Disney released in 2019.
China is the top-performing
film market since the pandemic. With theaters there reopened for several months now,
local movies in particular are
enjoying some of their

strongest box-office sales ever.
“Avatar” passed “Titanic,”
another Cameron production,
to become the top-grossing film
in 2010. It held the title until
“Endgame.”
Disney, which acquired the
“Avatar” franchise through its
purchase of Fox’s entertainment assets, has high hopes
for a new series of films currently in the works.
The fight for bragging rights
over the biggest movie ever is
less fiercesome these days,
especially considering Disney
owns the biggest properties.
When “Endgame” passed
“Avatar” in 2019,
Cameron tweeted a picture
of Iron Man interacting with
Pandora wildlife along with a
congratulatory note.

Paraglider's view
A paraglider ﬂies over the Osum river, in Berat, Albania, yesterday.

‘Nothing but problems’: Shipwreck tear-down enters 5th month
AP — SAVANNAH, GA.

When salvage crews began
cutting apart the capsized
Golden Ray, a shipwreck the
size of a 70-story office building
with 4,200 cars within its cargo
decks, in early November they
predicted the demolition could
be wrapped up by New Year’s
Day.
Four months later, the job
remains far from finished.
Both ends of the cargo ship
have been cut away and carried
off by barges in a pair of giant
chunks. But roughly threefourths of the vessel remains
beached on its side off St.
Simons Island on the Georgia
coast, where the South Korean

Eager to get these station
improvements done before the
astronauts head home this
spring, Mission Control ordered
up the bonus spacewalk for
Glover and Hopkins, who
launched last November on
spaceX. They teamed up for
back-to-back spacewalks 1 1/2
months ago and were happy to
chalk up another.
Yesterday's spacewalk got
started almost an hour late.
Before going out, the astronauts
had to replace the communication caps beneath their
helmets in order to hear
properly. "I’ve got you loud and
clear,” Hopkins said once the
new cap was on his head.
It was the sixth spacewalk
— and, barring an emergency,
the last — for this US-RussianJapanese crew of seven. All but
one was led by NASA.

freighter overturned soon after
leaving port on September 8,
2019.
“It’s been nothing but
problems out here,” said Andy
Jones, a St. Simons Island resident who heads to the wreck
site in his small fishing boat
most days to monitor the demolition and post updates to a
YouTube channel. “It’s a disappointingly slow pace.” Salvage
experts decided more than a
year ago that the Golden Ray,
measuring 656 feet (199 metres)
long, was too big to remove
intact. They settled on a plan to
carve the ship into eight
massive chunks, each weighing
up to 4,100 tonnes (3,720 metric
tonnes).

They straddled the wreck
with a towering crane with a
winch and pulley system
attached to 400 feet (122
meters) of anchor chain that
acts as a dull sawblade, tearing
through the ship’s hull with
brute force.
Start-to-finish, each individual cut was supposed to take
a single day. Taking into
account time needed to load
each severed ship section onto
a barge and prepare for the next
slice, the multiagency command
overseeing the effort predicted
the job would take eight weeks.
It has turned out to be a lot
harder.
The first cut began on
November 6 and took three

weeks. Lifting the ship’s bow
section revealed battered cars
and SUVs in neat, layered rows
on the interior decks. The
second cut started a month
later, on Christmas Day, and
was finished in a week.
Crews spent the entire
month of February attempting
a third cut through the ship’s
engine room, a section fortified
with thicker steel. After strain
on the cutting apparatus forced
extensive maintenance, the
salvage crew stopped with the
cut only about half finished.
They spent days moving the
crane to the other end of the
ship, where they began cutting
a new section on May 7 while
rethinking plans to complete

the unfinished one.
The ship’s steel has proven
tougher than anticipated,
slowing the process, and crews
have taken pauses to perform
extra inspections and maintenance, said Coast Guard Petty
Officer 2nd Class Michael
Himes, a spokesman for the
multiagency command overseeing the demolition.
“If people are wondering
when it is going to be done,
we’re doing it as quickly and as
safely as can be done,” Himes
said. “But quick takes a back
seat to safety.” He said it’s possible the last chunk of the ship
could head to the scrapyard by
June, the first month of the
Atlantic hurricane season.

and recycled plastic, repurposing things that damage our
environment and making
them beautiful.”

Robert Downey
Jr, Rudy Giuliani
receive Razzie
worst film nods
REUTERS — LOS ANGELES

Hollywood superstar Robert
Downey Jr. and former New
York Mayor Rudy Giuliani
landed on the list of nominees
on Friday for Razzie Awards,
an annual shaming of what
voters consider the year’s
worst films and performances.
Downey Jr. was in the
running for worst actor for
playing the title role in
“Dolittle,” a movie remake
about a doctor who can talk to
animals.
“Dolittle,” released by
Comcast Corp’s Universal Pictures, tied for the most Razzie
nominations with six overall
including worst picture. It will
compete with Netflix’s Polish
drama “365 Days,” which also
received six Razzie nods.
Others contending for
worst film included “Music”
directed by musician Sia about
a young girl with autism, and
a movie remake of TV show
“Fantasy Island.” Mike Lindell,
chief executive of widely
advertised company MyPillow
and a vocal supporter of
former President Donald
Trump, was nominated for
“Absolute Proof,” a film featuring baseless claims of fraud
in the 2020 U. presidential
election. It also is competing
for worst picture.
Giuliani made the Razzies
list for his brief appearance in
Sacha Baron Cohen’s mockumentary “Borat Subsequent
Moviefilm.” The former mayor
was filmed in a hotel room
with an actress pretending to
be a reporter. Giuliani has said
nothing inappropriate happened. The tongue-in-cheek
Razzies, created in 1980, serve
as an antidote to Hollywood’s
glitzy Academy Awards ceremony. Winners of the Razzies
will be announced on April 24,
the night before this year’s
Oscars. Razzie nominees and
winners are voted for online
by members from more than
two dozen countries, who sign
up online and pay a $40 membership fee.

