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Amir patronises graduation of Al Zaeem Air College
QNA — DOHA

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani patronised the 
graduation ceremony of the 8th 
batch of students of Al Zaeem 
(Leader) Mohamed Bin Abdullah 
Al Attiyah Air College at Al 
Udeid Air Base yesterday 
morning.

The graduation ceremony 
was attended by Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, H E 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani; a number 
of Their Excellencies the Min-
isters; the Deputy Commander 
of US Air Forces Central 
Command, Major General 
Michael Koscheski; Operations 
and Training Assistant in the 
State of Kuwait, Major General 
Faleh Shujaa; Commander of 
the College of Aviation Sciences 
in the Republic of Sudan, Major 
General (Pilot) Youssef Ahmed 
Taha; Commander of the 
Rwanda Military Academy, 
Major General Danny Gatsinzi; 
Commander of King Hussein Air 
College in the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, Brigadier 

General (Pilot) Khalid 
Mohammed Al Faour, and a 
number of leaders of colleges, 
institutes and security and mil-
itary academies from brotherly 
and friendly countries.

The ceremony was also 
attended by senior officers of 
the Ministry of Defence, the 

Ministry of Interior, the Amiri 
Guard and the State Security 
Bureau, in addition to their 
Excellencies heads of diplo-
matic missions in the country 
and the parents of the 
graduates. 

At the beginning of the cer-
emony, the national anthem 
was played and the Commander 
of the parade came forward to 
request H H the Amir to review 
the queue of the 85 graduates 
from the State of Qatar, the 
State of Kuwait and the 
Republic of Rwanda.

After reciting verses from 
the Holy Quran and the per-
formance of the graduates’ 
parade and the military parade, 
H H the Amir honored the first 
ten outstanding graduates, who 
were pilots and support majors. 

Afterward, the eighth batch 
handed over the flag to the 
ninth batch and the order for 
promotion was then read out 
and the parade queue left. 

The air show began with a 
number of aircraft of the Qatari 
Amiri Air Force, such as Rafale, 
Mirage, C-130 and C-17 
transport aircraft and Agusta 
139 helicopters. Moreover, Al 
Zaeem Colleges aircraft took 
part in the show using PC-21, 

Super Mushshak and the H 125 
helicopters.

At the end of the ceremony, 
the officers of the eighth batch 
took the oath and performed 
the national anthem. 

In a speech on the occasion, 
the Acting Commander of Al 
Zaeem Mohamed Bin Abdullah 
Al Attiyah Air College Brigadier 
Pilot Abdullah Mubarak Al 
Mohannadi said the 8th batch 
of students have spent three 

years of theoretical and prac-
tical training using the latest 
technology and have success-
fully completed the require-
ments for obtaining a Bachelors 
degree in Aeronautics.

The number of graduates 
were 85 students, including  71 
pilots and 14 from support spe-
cialties. Among the graduates 
10 from the sisterly State of 
Kuwait and 2 from the friendly 
Republic of Rwanda. �P2

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani during the graduation ceremony of the 8th batch of 
students of Al Zaeem Mohamed Bin Abdullah Al Attiyah Air College, yesterday.

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, H E 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al 
Thani, a number of Their Excellencies the 
Ministers and dignitaries from brotherly and 
friendly countries attend graduation of 8th 
batch of students of Al Zaeem (Leader) 
Mohamed Bin Abdullah Al Attiyah Air College.

85 candidates including  71 pilots and 14 from 
support specialities from the State of Qatar, the 
State of Kuwait and the Republic of Rwanda 
graduate from the college.

Qatari Amiri Air Force and Al Zaeem Mohamed 
Bin Abdullah Al Attiyah Air College display air 
show.

Students spent three years of theoretical and 
practical training using the latest technology.

QNA — DOHA

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani will patronise 
today the graduation ceremony of the 16th batch of candi-
dates Students of the armed forces, the Ministry of Interior 
and other security agencies at Ahmed Bin Mohamed Military 
College.

Amir to patronise graduation of Ahmed 

Bin Mohamed Military College today

Private clinic reports for chronic condition valid for vaccine
FAZEENA SALEEM  
THE PENINSULA

People getting treated for 
chronic health conditions at 
private healthcare facilities are 
advised to get a report from 
their attending physician and 
submit at a health centre to be 
eligible to get COVID-19 vacci-
nation, said a senior health 
official yesterday.

Head of Vaccination at the 
Ministry of Public Health, 
(MoPH) Dr. Soha Al Bayat said: 
“Take a report from your phy-
sician or may be copies of your 
lab reports and go to your 
primary healthcare facility or 
to any of the Hamad Medical 
Corporation hospitals and show 
them your report. They may 
want to make some tests and 

evaluate you. And once you 
enter the system as having such 
illnesses and if you fit the cri-
teria at present you will be 
given the vaccine,” she said in 
reply to a question posted by 
The Peninsula during a live 

session on Instagram held by 
the Ministry. 

At present, the COVID-19 
vaccines are prioritised for 
people at the age of 60 years 
and above, people with certain 
chronic conditions and key 

healthcare workers. Also vul-
nerable groups returning from 
travel are exempted from hotel 
quarantine and they can obtain 
a chronic condition certificate 
through the ‘My Health’ portal.

During the live session, Dr. 
Al Bayat answered many queries 
posted by the public about the 
safety of the vaccine and the 
vaccination procedures.

She encouraged the public 
to register on the Ministry 
website their desire to get 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

“If you fit the criteria for the 
present phase of vaccination, 
then you fill your information 
and will be directed for the 
appointment booking. If you do 
not fit the criteria then you reg-
ister your interest for taking the 
vaccine and we will keep this 

record, you will receive a 
message acknowledging your 
registration,” said Dr. Al Bayat.

“Once your criteria fit the 
vaccination campaign you will 
be contacted to fix an 
appointment to take the 
vaccine,” she added. 

According to Dr. Al Bayat 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccine available in Qatar at 
present is safe for everyone 
above the age of 16 years. 
However, she advised pregnant 
women and breast-feeding 
mothers to consult their doctors 
before getting the vaccine. 

“There is no scientific data 
on the safety or there are other 
side effects on a breast-feeding 
mother taking the vaccine. 
There is also no data to say it’s 
not safe." �P4

QU institute to
carry out Qatar
Youth Survey

AYENI OLUSEGUN 
THE PENINSULA

The Policy Department of the 
Social and Economic Survey 
Research Institute (SESRI) at 
Qatar University has been 
awarded a grant from the 
National Priorities Program – 
Standard (NPRP-S) 13th Cycle 
to conduct a Qatari Youth 
Survey. The grant is funded by 
the Qatar National Research 
Fund (QNRF).

The NPRP-S was set up to 
select research projects to 
address national priorities by 
supporting basic and applied 
research and translational 
research, and experimental 
development. 

In an interview with The 
Peninsula ,  the Policy 
Department Manager at SESRI, 
Dr. Noora Lari, said the grant 
would cover a two-wave 
Qatari Youth Survey (QYS). She 
said the survey’s goal is to 
understand the educational, 
professional, and social tran-
sitions in the lives of young 
Qataris aged 18-29. 

“This national youth survey 
will be the first of its kind for 
Qatar. The grant also aims to 
conduct data-driven policy 
analysis and recommendations 
about increasing Qatari youth 
engagement, which will be 
shared with governmental 
organisations,” DR. Noora 
noted.

“I am working on survey 
projects relating to the socio-
cultural development in Qatar, 
which helps establish evi-
dence-based social policies 
from research data to 
decision-making,” she added. 
�P4

18 private schools to participate
in pilot PISA 2021 test
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education has said that 18 private schools 
have been selected out of 42 schools to partic-
ipate in the pilot PISA 2021 test which will 
take place in March and April of this year.

A total of 173 private schools out of 
266 schools to participate in the PIRLS 
2021 test which will be held in the same 
date. 

The Private Schools Affairs 
Department of the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education yesterday held a 
meeting with its advisors to find out about 
the preparations of the private schools 
that have been selected to conduct the 
Programme for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) test and the Progress 
in International Reading Literacy Study 
(PIRLS) 2021 test, which are scheduled 
to take place in March and April.

The PISA test measures students’ 
skills and knowledge in reading, science 

and mathematics for students of 15 years 
of age. The PIRLS test measures the 
reading skills of students in fourth grade. 
The previously conducted TIMSS test is 
for students in grades four and eight and 
it measures skills in science and 
mathematics.

The meeting, which was attended by 
Omar Abdel Aziz Al Neama, Assistant 
Undersecretary for Private Education 
Affairs, addressed the role of consultants 
in following up the training plans and pro-
grammes implemented by private schools, 
which would raise the level of students 
applying for these exams, as well as 
assessing the efforts of these schools in edu-
cating the administrative and teaching staff.

 During the meeting, the results of 
private schools in the TIMSS 2019 were 
reviewed, which targets students of the 
fourth and eighth grades, who were 
tested in science and mathematics. This 
reflects the quality of the educational 
system in the State of Qatar. �P4

Katara gears up for Arabian Horse Festival  
A beautifully crafted horse sculpture is placed near the entrance of the venue of the 
Katara International Arabian Horse Festival which will be held from February 2 to 
6. The overall prize money of the festival is QR13m. The five-day event will be held 
on Katara Beach for the first time with a large international participation. �P16
PIC: IBRAHIM R O

If you fit the criteria 
for the present phase 

of vaccination, then 
you fill your 

information and will 
be directed for the 

appointment booking.

Dr. Soha Al Bayat 
Head of Vaccination at the  

Ministry of Public Health
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Farmed Prawns 
Medium India 40/50 1kg

26.50Q
AR

Tilapia
Medium Bangladesh 1kg 

16.75Q
AR

Amir patronises graduation of 8th batch of Al Zaeem Air College

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and other dignitaries and officials stand for a group photo with 8th batch of the graduates of Al Zaeem Mohamed Bin Abdullah Al Attiyah Air College at Al Udeid 
Air Base yesterday. 

FROM PAGE 1

The celebration this year 
came under exceptional cir-
cumstances which formed an 
unprecedented reality that 
placed everyone in front of 
huge challenges that cast 
shadows on all walks of life as 
a result of the outbreak of the 
coronavirus pandemic, he 
added, noting that these cir-
cumstances did not discourage 
the College from moving 
forward with the implemen-
tation of expansion, devel-
opment and modernisation 
plans in the field of pilot 
training and support special-
ities in accordance with the 
best international standards.

The college has developed 
new specialisations such as air 
traffic control, air supply officer 
and airport management spe-
cialisation, in order to provide 
the Air Force with more pro-
fessional national cadres 
capable of dealing with the 
most complex systems with 
high efficiency, Al Mohannadi 
said.

At the end of his speech, Al 
Zaeem Mohamed Bin Abdullah 
Al Attiyah Air College Acting 

Commander Staff Brigadier 
Pilot extended his congratula-
tions on the graduation of the 
8th batch of Al Zaeem Air 
College candidates. 

He pointed out that the 
College provided all the capa-
bilities over the years of study 
to qualify the candidates and 
refine their military and aca-
demic personalities and con-
solidate their lofty values so 
that they would be role models 
in all service and duty 
positions.

The pandemic has not 

discouraged the College 

from moving forward 

with the implementation 

of expansion, 

development and 

modernisation plans in 

the field of pilot training 

and support specialities 

in accordance with the 

best international 

standards.

Amir visits Aviation Medical Center of Air Force
QNA — DOHA

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani visited 
yesterday morning the 
Aviation Medical Center of the 
Qatari Amiri Air Force at Al 
Udeid Air Base to see the 
medical equipment and health 
services provided by the 
centre to the various air forces 
and crews.

During the visit, H H the 
Amir listened to a briefing 
about the centre’s clinics and 
their integrated health 
services, including fitness 
examinations and various 
treatments according to spe-
cialisations, in addition to 
flight simulators and spe-
cialised theoretical and prac-
tical training methods.

H H the Amir was accom-
panied by Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior H E Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani and a 
number of Their Excellencies 
ministers and senior officers.

Amir H H 
Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al 
Thani visiting 

the Aviation 
Medical Center.
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Amir meets Pakistan Army chief

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met yesterday at his office at Al Bahr Palace with Chief of 
Army Staff of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, H E General Qamar Javed Bajwa, and his accompanying 
delegation, on the occasion of his visit to the country. The meeting dealt with reviewing bilateral 
relations between the State of Qatar and Pakistan and the means to enhance them, in addition to 
discussing the latest regional and international developments. 

Cabinet affirms continued 
COVID-19 precautions
QNA — DOHA

Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior H E Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani 
chaired the Cabinet's regular 
meeting held at its seat at the 
Amiri Diwan yesterday.

The Cabinet approved a 
draft decision of the Minister 
of Interior to amend the set of 
terms and preventive measures 
for safety and security of Law 
no. 25 of 2015 regarding civil 
defence.  Minister of Justice and 
Acting Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs H E Dr. Issa bin 
Saad Al Jafali Al Nuaimi said 
that at the beginning of the 
meeting, the Cabinet listened 
to the explanation provided by 
H E Minister of Public Health 
on the latest developments to 
limit the spread of the corona-
virus (COVID-19), and the 
council  affirmed the 

continuation of work with 
regard to the precautionary 
measures that have been taken 
in order to combat this 
pandemic.

The Cabinet also gave 
approval to the Ministry of 
Transport and Communications 
to join the Global Privacy 
Assembly, as an observer 
member. The Cabinet reviewed 
the semi-annual report of the 
work of the Committee for the 
Regulation of Ownership and Use 
of Non-Qatari Property during 
the period between April 20 and 
October 20 of 2020.  Established 
by the Ministry of Justice, this 
Committee specialises in several 
terms of reference, including pro-
posing areas in which non-
Qataris are allowed to own and 
use real estate, as well as pro-
posing conditions and regulations 
for non-Qataris’ ownership and 
use of real estate.

Relations with Qatar historical and longstanding: Somali Minister
QNA — DOHA

Minister of Labor and Social Affairs 
of the Federal Republic of Somalia H 
E Duran Ahmed Farah, described the 
relations between his country and the 
State of Qatar as historical and long-
standing based on the mutual respect, 
joint understanding and coordination 
in the regional and international 
forums.

He stated that Somalia is part of 
the Arab and Islamic world, and such 
continuous visits and talks between 
the officials of the two brotherly 
states would consolidate the fraternal 
ties between them, especially since 
the two sides have a sincere desire 
and firm keenness to develop them 
in various fields

In his statement to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), Farah expressed 
Somalia’s great appreciation of the 
fraternal support it receives from the 
State of Qatar, in addition to its 
standing with Somalia over the past 
years until it began to recover from 
war and instability and until now, the 
matter that embodies the true 
meanings of brotherhood. 

He pointed out that the State of 
Qatar is now involved in a devel-
opment programme in Somalia, 
which includes vital projects such as 
building roads that extend for tens of 
kilometres, linking Mogadishu, the 
capital, with a number of cities, and 
other vital infrastructure projects. 

He noted that there are cooper-
ation agreements and memoranda 
of understanding with the State of 
Qatar in various fields, which in some 
aspects, related to qualification and 
training of Somali workers in their 
country, adding that Somalia is 
working to benefit from the Qatari 
expertise and capabilities in these 
areas, especially since Qatar has an 
advanced employment system and 
advanced social services pro-
grammes, explaining that this is what 
his country really needs to benefit 
from. 

He said Somalia is going through 
a phase of recovery from war and 
many difficulties, and wants to 
benefit from the expertise, advanced 
and modern systems in the sectors 
of labour, workers and social affairs 
in its various sectors. 

In a related context, the Somali 
minister noted the existence of some 
Qatari investment projects in his 
country, and in this regard he called 
on Qatari businessmen to make more 
such investments, especially as 
Somalia has promising opportunities 
and many investment advantages in 
the sectors of agriculture, livestock 
and fisheries, pointing out that 
investing in these resources is a 
win-win situation.

Farah affirmed that the 
announcement made by Amir H H 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, 
of holding free elections for the Shura 
Council in October 2021 was wise, 
adding that Qatar is a safe, stable 
country with many resources, and 
such a step will enhance the demo-
cratic practice and the rule of law in 
the country.

In response to a question about 
the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic 

on the world, he said: “We must 
commend the way the State of Qatar 
has dealt with this epidemic, it has 
taken all appropriate measures with 
the required speed and efficiency, by 
following decisive and unique steps,” 
stressing that regarding the proce-
dures and the therapeutic steps, as 
well as the distribution of vaccines, 
the State of Qatar did not differen-
tiate between a citizen and a resident, 
and the starting point was primarily 
a humanitarian one.

Regarding the current situations 
in Somalia, he explained that it is 
constantly improving after a long 
period of instability, adding that his 
country is witnessing a phase of 
recovery in all economic and social 
fields, and stability at the political 
level and nation-building, which con-
firms that it is on the path to restoring 
its role and position as well as 
meeting the needs of its citizens.

Concluding his statement, he 
expressed his satisfaction with the 
level reached by the Qatari-Somali 
relations in various fields, and 
looking forward to consolidating and 
developing them further in the future. 

We must commend the 

way the State of Qatar 

has dealt with this 

epidemic. It has taken all 

appropriate measures with the 

required speed and efficiency, by 

following decisive and unique 

steps.

Duran Ahmed Farah

Minister of Labor and Social Affairs, 
Federal Republic of Somalia

Qatar Airways 
resumes 
flights to UAE
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Qatar Airways yesterday 
resumed its flights to the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Qatar Airways resumes 
flights to UAE, starting yes-
terday with double daily to 
Dubai, followed by daily flight 
to Abu Dhabi from today. 
Qatar Airways said on Twitter.

It said that the passengers 
in United Arab Emirates will 
have the ability to connect to 
the largest network in the 
region with over 800 weekly 
frequencies to more than 120 
destinations through Qatar 
Airways.

The national carrier of 
Qatar also relaunched its 
flights to Saudi Arabia earlier 
this month after the Al Ula 
Declaration.  
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338 new cases, 127 recoveries
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) yesterday announced the 
registration of 338 new confirmed cases of COVID-19. Among 
them 14 were travellers returning from abroad. Also 127 people 
have recovered from the virus, bringing the total number of 
recovered cases in Qatar to 145,251. All new cases have been intro-
duced to isolation and are receiving necessary healthcare 
according to their health status.  

While the first phase of COVID-19 vaccinations has started in Qatar 
and in the coming months it will be available for all, the Ministry has 
stressed it is important for everyone to play their role in controlling 
the virus by following precautionary measures including adhering to 
physical distancing; avoiding close contact with others, crowded places, 
and confined closed spaces where other people congregate, wearing 
a face mask and washing hands regularly.

197 booked for not wearing masks
QNA — DOHA

The designated authorities 
yesterday referred 197 people 
to the Public Prosecution for 
not wearing masks in places 
where they are mandatory. 

The measure are in line with 
the Cabinet decision, Decree 

Law No. 17 of 1990 on infectious 
diseases, and the precautionary 
measures in force in the country 
to contain the spread of coro-
navirus. The authorities called 
on the public to adhere to the 
precautionary measures in 
place to ensure their safety and 
the safety of others.

Training on safety of sports fans held
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Within the framework of the 
preparations for the Safety and 
Security Operations Committee 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, to secure the FIFA Club 
World Cup, the Training and 
Development Unit is organising 
a training course under the title 
of the security and safety of the 
sports fans. 

The training course began 
on January 24 and will conclude 
today at the Police College and 
the Police Training Institute. 

250 male and female safety 
guides from the Qatar Red 
Crescent Society are attending 
the course.  The training course 
aims to raise the capabilities of 
safety guides and provide them 
with guidelines by experts in 
the field of security and safety 
of the fans. The course will 
enable trainees to participate 
efficiently and competently, in 
securing the World Club Cham-
pionship hosted by the State of 
Qatar coming February. 

The training course includes 
theoretical and training 

sessions under the supervision 
of trainers from the various 
units of the SSOC. The theo-
retical sessions include lectures 
on security sense, duties and 
responsibilities of security and 
safety personnel and crowd 
management. The practical part 
includes actual training on a 
World Cup facility, to put the 
trainees in the practical 
environment. 

At the end of the course, 
trainees will obtain interna-
tional certificates in security 
and safety of the fans.

Participants during a training session. 

Serbia envoy participates in tree plantation drive
Ambassador of the Republic of Serbia to the State of Qatar H E Jasminko Pozderac; Head of the 
Projects at Public Parks Department, Khalid Al Sindi; Salem Al Darwish and Khalid Al Dosari from 
Doha Municipality, and other officials during a tree plantation event held under ‘Plant Million Tree’ 
initiative. The event was organised by Public Parks Department of the Ministry of Municipality and 
Environment at Al Mamoura Park yesterday.

Schools told to further improve 
performance in international tests
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Assistant Undersecretary for 
Education Affairs at the Ministry 
of Education and Higher Education, 
Fawzia Al Khater,  has asked prin-
cipals of primary schools to create 
awareness of international tests 
among their students. 

During a meeting with prin-
cipals of primary schools yes-
terday, she also asked the prin-
cipals to give importance to inter-
nationals studies and take its 
results seriously. 

During the meeting, a number 
of important topics were discussed, 
the most prominent was the par-
ticipation of students from Qatar 
in international tests, and raising 
the academic achievement of stu-
dents at all levels of the primary 
stage.

The meeting emphasised that 
the performance of Qatar’s stu-
dents in the international tests 
(TIMSS, PIRLS and PISA) is con-
sidered a major indicator of the 
performance of the educational 
system in the country compared 
to other countries of the world.

Therefore, making efforts by 
everyone to raise the status of the 
State of Qatar in these tests is con-
sidered a binding national duty.

Al Khater reviewed the analysis 
of test results of (TIMSS) for fourth 
grade students of the State of Qatar 
in the 2019 session, and discussed 
progress achieved in mathematics 
and science subjects and compared 
them with progress made in pre-
vious sessions.

She said the progress was not 
up to the level of ambition that the 
Ministry and schools seek, espe-
cially with the availability of all the 
requirements of the educational 
process by the State’s wise lead-
ership. She also gave a number of 
important directions, including the 

need to know the school’s ranking 
in relation to state schools in math-
ematics and science, and to 
conduct a comprehensive review 
of educational practices in the 
school based on the results of inter-
national tests focusing on teaching 
methods, teacher training and 
plans to solve the problems arising 
in this regard.

Al Khater also asked for pre-
paring and implementing long-
term plans to raise the level of all 
students in mathematics and 
science subjects. Al Khater dis-
cussed the topic of preparing for 
the PIRLS tests, which will be 
applied to a sample of fourth-grade 
classes in all schools operating in 
Qatar during the months of March 
and April 2021.

She explained that the strategic 
goal of the PIRLS 2021 tests is to 
move to electronic computer-
based testing (CBA) and outlined 
the reasons behind the partici-
pation of the State of Qatar in the 
PIRLS 2021 study.

Al Khater said the participation 

focused on the importance of 
sharing knowledge by providing 
data and information related to the 
strengths and weaknesses of the 
educational system, and achieving 
the principle of transparency by 
providing neutral data on the world 
level that clarifies the strengths and 
weaknesses of the different levels 
of the educational system. 

After that, Al Khater reviewed 
the achievement of students of 
Qatar for added values in the pre-
vious courses in which the students 
participated in the PIRLS test and 
confirmed that the target value for 
this year, according to the strategy 
of the Ministry, is that students of 
Qatar have achieved an added 
value of not less than 30 points.

She emphasised the impor-
tance of immediate analysis of stu-
dents’ results in pilot tests and 
working urgently to address each 
student’s weaknesses and to 
submit a report to the Office of the 
Assistant Undersecretary for Edu-
cational Affairs on the results of 
pilot tests.

Assistant Undersecretary for Education Affairs at the Ministry of Education, 
Fawzia Al Khater, addressing the meeting with school principals yesterday. 

Qatar University 
hosts seminar 
on tender and 
auction laws
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Qatar University’s General Legal 
Counsel Office is hosting a two-day 
seminar titled ‘The Tender and 
Auctions Law and its Executive 
Policy: The Status-Quo and Chal-
lenges.’

The event was attended by Pres-
ident of the University Dr. Hassan 
bin Rashid Al Derham; Vice Pres-
ident for Financial and Adminis-
trative Affairs Dr. Khaled Al Khater; and 
other faculty members and officials from 
Qatari institutions related to financial and 
administrative affairs.

This seminar that began yesterday will 
cover issues on the Tender and Auctions 
Committee’s role in carrying out contracting 
procedures, the legal provisions for con-
tracting by practice and direct order, and 
problems related to concluding and imple-
menting contracts. 

“Our country is honoured by God, under 
the leadership of which the principle of the 
rule of law took a sign and commitment to 
this principle has become an obligation for 
everyone who assumes responsibility in this 
country,” Dr. Al Derham said.

“The state is responsible for managing, 
maintaining, and developing public money 
through government agencies such as min-
istries, public authorities, and institutions, 
including the university. 

"The person in charge of managing these 
funds does not have the right to misuse them, 
he is an employee, and he should do his job 
with full honesty and per the provisions of 
the constitution and the law. It is a legal duty, 
and state’s primary responsibility to protect 
public money,” he added.

Within the framework of these prin-
ciples, the Tenders and Auctions Regulation 
Law No. 24 was issued in 2015. Its provi-
sions apply to all ministries and other gov-
ernment agencies. 

The law seeks to achieve economic 
reform for the state, especially with 

expanding the volume of construction and 
commercial work. It aims to protect public 
money through the specified legal proce-
dures and controls to ensure that gov-
ernment agencies’ needs are provided at the 
best rates.

Meanwhile, Dr. Al Khater said that 
organising this seminar falls within the 
framework of Qatar University’s effort to 
serve the community and enrich the legal 
culture for workers in the field of tenders 
and auctions. 

He highlighted aspects of the law based 
on his experience as head of the University 
Tender Committee. He called for an increase 
in workshops and training for workers in 
this field to improve productivity. 

The first session of the seminar included 
discussions on the Tender and Auctions 
Committee’s role in directing the contracting 
procedures by Professor Ahmed Abdel 
Sattar, A former consultant at the Gov-
ernment Procurement Department.

The second day of the seminar will 
discuss general principles of tender with an 
explanation of the bidding and insurance 
procedures presented by Professor Abdullah 
Al Rumaihi, Director of the Procurement 
Department at Qatar University. 

In the last session, problems related to 
concluding and implementing contracts will 
be discussed in a lecture by Dr. Mohamed 
Salah Abu Rajab from Qatar University. 

The seminar will conclude with the dis-
tribution of certificates to all the 
participants.

QU President Dr. Hassan bin Rashid Al Derham addressing 
the seminar. 

Five arrested for 

violating home 

quarantine
QNA —DOHA

The designated authorities 
arrested yesterday five 
persons who violated the 
requirements of the home 
quarantine, they committed to 
following, which they are 
legally accountable for, in 
accordance with the proce-
dures of the health authorities 
in the country.

The violators, who are cur-
rently being referred to the 
designate prosecution, are: 
M o h a m m e d  K h a l i d 
Mohammed Abdullah Al 
Attiyah, Saleh Abdullah Said 
Mohammed Al Safran, Zayed 
Mohsen Ali Mohammmed Jar-
allah, Fares Madhri Al Dosh 
and Anoub Nayer.

The authorities called on 
citizens and residents under 
home quarantine to fully 
commit to MoPH guidelines. 

Private clinic reports for chronic

condition valid for vaccine
FROM PAGE 1

“There is nothing in the 
vaccine that would harm a 
breast-feeding mother. So each 
women be it pregnant or 
breast-feeding needs to go to 
her physician get an evaluation 
on the benefits and risks and 
make an informed decision to 
take the vaccine or not,” said 
Dr. Al Bayat.

Dr. Al Bayat also insisted 
that it is important to follow all 
COVID-19 precautions until a 
large number of people are 
vaccinated against COVID-19. 

“At this time there is no dis-
tinguishing between those who 
took the vaccine and those who 
didn’t. All the safety measures 
including quarantine, wearing 
masks, keeping social distance 
and maintaining hand hygiene 
will have to be implemented 
until sufficient number of 
people in the community has 
been vaccinated,” she said. 

“Slowly as the number of 
people gets vaccinated increase 
and we manage to break the 
infection, then these measures 
will be relaxed,” she added.

Qatar University's SESRI to 
carry out Qatar Youth Survey

FROM PAGE 1

The Policy Department at SESRI was established in 2014 to 
advance evidence-based decision-making and policy-making. 

The department works directly with governmental and 
non-governmental institutions in Qatar to provide data-driven 
analyses. Policy recommendations complement SESRI’s 
Research Department by providing strategic analysis to the 
departments’ survey-based projects and pursuing its research 
interests based on advancing the goals of the Qatar National 
Vision (QNV) 2030.

According to Dr. Noora, the Policy Department at SESRI has 
researched governmental and civil society institutions, placing 
the subject on policymakers’ agendas, such as family issues, work-
family balance policies, gender relations, and demographic tran-
sitions in Qatar.

18 private schools 
to participate in 
pilot PISA 2021 test

FROM PAGE 1

 Acting Director of the 
Private Schools Affairs 
Department, Rashid Ahmed Al 
Ameri praised the results, indi-
cating that a group of schools 
will be selected to conduct an 
awareness workshop and 
present their experience in 
excellence in these tests for the 
rest of the schools.

 He said that the educa-
tional system in the State of 
Qatar is of high quality and 
private education is an 
essential part of it, including 
21 different educational cur-
ricula in more than 325 private 
schools and kindergartens, 
pointing out that more than 30 
percent of Qatari students 
receive their education in 
private schools.

He stressed that private 
schools continue their prepa-
rations for international tests, 
and in their turn, management 
consultants follow up these 
preparations, coordinate with 
the International Tests 
Department in the Evaluation 
Affairs Sector, overcome all 
obstacles, and harness all 
available capabilities. He 
wished success to all students, 
whether in private or gov-
ernment schools.
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Qatar Museums launches
Monopoly game challenge
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Qatar Museums (QM) has 
launched a new social media 
competition that encourages 
Qatar’s wider community to 
become local tourists and visit 
cultural destinations, public art 
locations and heritage sites. 

T h e  # P a s s G o Q a t a r 
Monopoly Challenge, which runs 
from January 27 to February 17, 
invites residents to visit desti-
nations that feature on the Qatar 
Museums Monopoly board 
game. The competition aims to 
inspire participants to make new 
cultural discoveries, unite the 
community in a playful chal-
lenge, and offer an opportunity 
to win a host of prizes related to 
Qatar Museums and its venues. 

 The #PassGoQatar 
Monopoly Challenge takes the 
museum experience beyond 
four walls, inviting the com-
munity to discover Qatar’s past, 
present, and future. Destina-
tions that can be visited include 
Richard Serra’s East-West/
West-East, Louise Bougreois’ 
Maman at Qatar National Con-
vention Centre, Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Jassim Palace, 
Museum of Islamic Art, Al-
Rekayat Fort, and the UNESCO 
world heritage site, Al Zubarah.

 Participants will compete 
for a host of prizes, including 
the chance to win a VIP exhi-
bition experience and dinner 
for two at one of QMs’ flagship 
restaurants: IDAM by Alain 
Ducasse. Other prizes include 
dinner for four people at Jiwan 
restaurant at the National 

Museum of Qatar, gift vouchers, 
and a host of limited-edition 
Qatar Museums’ branded mer-
chandise. To take part in the 
competition, please visit the 
Qatar Museums’ Instagram 
page (@qatar_museums) and 
IN-Q Gift Shop Instagram page 
(inq_giftshop), which lists 
details of how to enter and prize 
categories. 

 Commenting on the Qatar 
Museums Monopoly board and 
challenge, Phil Lawrie, General 
Manager of IN-Q Enterprises, 
Qatar Museums’ commercial 
organisation, said: “The Qatar 
Museums edition of the Monopoly 
board game is a popular gift item, 
which displays many of Qatar’s 
treasured cultural destinations, 
public art and heritage sites. The 
board game enables Qatar 
Museums to take the learning 
experience beyond the walls of 
our venues and the #PassGoQatar 
Monopoly Challenge aims to 
inspire residents and visitors to 
explore more of Qatar’s distinct 
landscape, visit historic buildings 

and enjoy the country’s passion 
for art and culture.” 

 The Qatar Museums 
edition of the Monopoly board 
game was developed in 2018 
by IN-Q Enterprises. This 
iconic product enables players 
to compete by trading places 
of interest around Doha and is 
an ideal gift for residents or 
visitors alike who have enjoyed 
exploring the destinations fea-
tured on the board game. The 
QM Monopoly board game is 
available at IN-Q gift shops at 
the Museum of Islamic Art, 
National Museum of Qatar, 
Mathaf: Museum of Arab 
Modem Art, and at the Cass Art 
Qatar store. It is also available 
to purchase online at www.
inq–online.com. 

 Culture Pass members can 
enjoy a discount when pur-
chasing the QM Monopoly 
board game. To become a 
member, you can apply online 
at https://qm.org.qa/en/cul-
turepass or register at IN-Q Gift 
Shops.

Qatar Museums Monopoly board game aims to inspire participants 
to make new cultural discoveries

QNL to explore impact of global
pandemic on lives of people
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The world has changed in 
countless ways as a direct result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
global health crisis has exposed 
inequalities in human devel-
opment and magnified the 
challenges faced by many 
communities across the world. 

While the world wrestles 
against the coronavirus, it con-
fronts many questions—
perhaps the biggest being how 
societies will cope going 
forward, and which direction 
they will take. 

On Thursday,  February 4, 
Qatar National Library, in part-
nership with the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP), Arab Youth Climate 
Movement Qatar and the 
Embassy of Sweden in Qatar, 
will host a talk by one of the 
lead authors of the latest 
Human Development Report. 

The event, “Human Devel-
opment in the Post-COVID Era: 
Which Way Forward?” will 
discuss the UN’s Human Devel-
opment Report 2020 and 
explore the next frontier for 
human progress in the age of 
Anthropocene.

Director of Research and 
Learning Services at the Library, 
Abeer Saad Al Kuwari said: “This 

global crisis has certainly 
changed the way people live. 
While many of these changes 
will likely become part of the 
new norm, perhaps one of its 
deeper consequences is magni-
fying inequalities and exposing 
gaps in the global community. 
How we address these serious 
societal issues as we work 
toward recovery will shape our 
post-pandemic world. We at the 
Library understand the impor-
tance of this subject and realize 
the public’s eagerness to find out 
more about it.”

The Library has also 
created a dedicated COVID-19 
guide on its website that is con-
stantly updated to share 
reliable information about the 
coronavirus. The initiative is 

part of the Library’s efforts to 
raise awareness and provide 
the public with the information 
they need regarding the pan-
demic. Another online event, 
which will explore the spread 
of fake news about the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its 
vaccines, will be held on 30 
January. It will look at where 
to obtain credible and 
authentic medical information 
about the coronavirus and its 
vaccines.

“Human Development in 
the Post-COVID Era: Which 
Way Forward?” will take place 
online from 6:00 – 7:30 PM and 
will be delivered in English. 
Those who wish to attend the 
event can register at https://
events.qnl.qa/event/ml1VM/EN 

HBKU recognised at Oman’s 
National Research Award 2020
THE PENINSULA — ADOHA

One PhD student and one 
faculty member at the College 
of Science and Engineering 
(CSE) at Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University (HBKU) have been 
recognized with Oman’s 
National Research Award 2020 
in the Young Researcher’s 
category. Dr. Yusuf Bicer, 
assistant professor of 
Sustainable Development, and 
Mohammed Al Breiki, PhD 
student and researcher in 
sustainable energy program, 
were named winners in the 
category of best published 
research led by a young 
researcher (non-PhD holder) in 
the Energy and Industry Field. 
A highly competitive edition of 
the National Research Award 
saw 218 researchers competing 
in two categories. 

            The awarded research 

paper is entitled “Investigating 
the Technical Feasibility of 
Various Energy Carriers for 
Alternative and Sustainable 
Overseas Energy Transport 
Scenarios”, which has been 
published in the Energy Con-
version and Management 
journal by Elsevier. The 12 
overall winners of the National 

Research Award 2020 were 
announced during the seventh 
cycle of the Annual Research 
Forum hosted by Oman’s Min-
istry of Higher Education, 
Research and Innovation under 
the patronage of His Highness 
Sayyid Theyazin bin Haitham 
al-Said, Minister of Culture, 
Sports, and Youth.

Dr. Yusuf BicerMohammed Al Breiki

Ooredoo officials visit 
Qatar Cancer Society 
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

A delegation from Ooredoo 
visited the Qatar Cancer Society 
recently. The delegation was led 
by Executive Vice President of 
Ooredoo Group - CEO of 
Ooredoo Qatar H E Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdullah Al 
Thani, and Head of Operations 
at Ooredoo - Qatar Youssef 
Abdullah Al Kubaisi. The dele-
gation was received by QCS 
Chairman Sheikh Dr. Khalid bin 
Jabor Al Thani.

During the visit, the group 
toured different sections of the 
charity and Ooredoo Cancer 
Awareness Centre. They 
reviewed their role in raising 
awareness of the disease 
through various programmes 
targeting all community groups, 
highlighting the QCS’s efforts to 
promote early detection, raise 
health awareness, and support 
people living with cancer.

On his part, Sheikh Khalid 
praised the delegation’s visit, 
which will positively impact the 
awareness march of the charity 
and Ooredoo Center.

He stressed the continu-
ation of QCS since its estab-
lishment in 1997 to achieve its 

vision to be the community 
partnership platform for 
making Qatar a leader in cancer 
prevention by working with 
partners. 

Dr. Khalid praised the active 
role of Ooredoo in supporting 
social responsibility programs, 
especially in the health sector, 
by supporting the establishment 
of Ooredoo Cancer Awareness 
Center, which provides training 
programmes of international 
standards.

Meanwhile, the CEO of 

Ooredoo Qatar thanked the 
QCS chairman for the warm 
welcome. He praised QCS’ 
efforts to fight cancer, raise 
awareness about it, and pre-
vention strategies in Qatar.

He said Ooredoo is keen to 
support the community and 
support individuals to maintain 
their health by adopting a 
healthy lifestyle and early 
detection of the disease. 

He stressed that stake-
holders would continue to serve 
Qatar in all fields.

Members of a delegation from Ooredoo during their visit to Qatar 
Cancer Society.

Indian moms group celebrates Republic Day

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

A group of Indian moms asso-
ciated to Qatar Moms (QAMO) 
group, which is a chapter of 
Universe of Moms (UNIMO) 
celebrated 72nd Republic  Day 
of India on January 26, 2021 at 
the Aspire  Park. UNIMO is 
world’s largest community of 
moms with 460,000 members 
on Facebook & WhatsApp.

The event commenced with 
small gathering organised by 
Deepa Jaiswal, Founder of 
QAMO & Namita Singh, Admin 
of QAMO. Deepa Jaiswal, in her 

message to the gathering, 
lauded the valuable 

contribution of Indian nationals 
residing in Qatar.

Visitors seen at QNL.
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QU is committed to 

providing all 

precautionary and 

preventative measures 

to protect its students 

from COVID-19 while 

studying from home or 

inside study halls and 

laboratories (such as 

maintaining a safe 

distance between seats, 

wearing masks at all 

times, providing 

sterilisers in 

laboratories, and other 

precautionary 

measures).  

QU students praise education 
continuity despite COVID-19
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
become a global health issue 
and has had a significant impact 
on education. Consequently, 
Qatar University (QU) newly 
admitted students began their 
student life with coronavirus 
restrictions.

Due to the pandemic, new 
learning methods were 
delivered via distance learning. 
The university aims to evaluate 
the student perspective of dis-
tance learning compared to 
classroom learning. 

Many students applied to 
QU before coronavirus, and by 
that time, social distancing had 
entered Qatar’s day-to-day 
vocabulary. The e-learning 
system has been the new 
system adapted to become as 
safe as possible during the 
pandemic.

Students at QU shared their 
sentiments on the distance 
learning system while starting 
their university life during the 
pandemic. 

Hasan Dhaifallah Omar 
Alhaddad, a first-year student 
at QU’s College of Engineering, 
said: “I decided to study in QU 
before the pandemic because 
of the golden opportunities this 
university provides. I was 
extremely sure that QU would 
be a safe choice because student 

safety is their top priority.”
COVID-19 did not stop the 

learning system at QU, and 
rather, it continued through dif-
ferent mediums such as Webex, 
Microsoft Teams, and more. QU 
fulfilled student-learning 
requirements through online 
portals.

“Qatar University has pro-
vided all students with easy 
access to all services through 
online portals. Students can pay 
fees through these platforms, 
buy online books, book an 
appointment to meet an aca-
demic advisor, etc. I am 
delighted because QU made all 
the students feel that the pan-
demic will not be an obstacle in 

any way,” said Hasan.
Mohammed Abdelkarem 

Mohammed, a first-year 
student at QU’s College of 
Business and Economics, said 
that QU’s response to the pan-
demic facilitated his decision to 
study at QU.

“In the beginning, it wasn’t 
easy for me to adapt to the 
new method of distance 
learning. However, step by 
step, I excelled in dealing with 
it and faced all challenges. In 
this way, I scored highest in 
m y  s e m e s t e r , ”  s a i d 
Mohammed.

Mohammed explained that 
the distance learning system 
positively affected his mental 

health; he had time to discover 
his hobbies, study more, med-
itate, and develop himself 
during this phase.

QU is committed to pro-
viding all precautionary and 
preventative measures to 
protect its students from 
COVID-19 while studying from 
home or inside study halls and 
laboratories (such as main-
taining a safe distance between 
seats, wearing masks at all 
times, providing sterilisers in 
laboratories, and other precau-
tionary measures).  

Hasan Dhaifallah Omar Alhaddad, 
Student of first semester of 
Electrical Engineering at College 
of Engineering Qatar University.

Mohammed Abdelkarem 
Mohammed, a student of 
Business and Economics at 
Qatar University.

QRCS launches relief campaign
for victims of floods in Syria

THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Qatar Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS) launched yesterday an 
emergency response campaign 
in the aftermath of the recent 
flooding at the camps of inter-
nally displaced persons (IDPs) 
in northern Syria.

Under Phase 1 of the cam-
paign, QR5m worth of diverse 
humanitarian aid will be pro-
vided for the benefit of 10,000 
persons.

Ali bin Hassan Al Hammadi, 
Secretary-General of QRCS, 
stated: “The cold winter is 
weighing heavily on the dis-
placed and the vulnerable in 
north-western Syria. As temper-
atures are dropping, the heavy 
rainfall caused flooding that 
damaged the tents of thousands. 
Hundreds of families have now 
lost their last shelter, just to find 

themselves homeless amid 
snow and windstorms”.

“QRCS responded immedi-
ately by issuing an emergency 
appeal to relieve the victims at 
camps,” he added. “With 
support from the benevolent 
donors of Qatar, we will be able 
to secure shelter, food, hygiene, 
and medical aid to preserve the 
dignity of 10,000 persons and 
protect them against the 
freezing weather”.

Based on the needs 
assessment conducted by 
QRCS’s representation mission 
in Turkey, the following aid will 
be delivered in Phase 1 to the 
disadvantaged IDP commu-
nities in Syria: 1,000 emer-
gency aid kits, 2,000 food 
parcels, 1,000 shelter tents, 
2,000 hygiene kits, and 2,000 
kits of medications and medical 
supplies.

THE HISTORY OF AIRLINES

The famous Wright brothers 
completed a successful 
flight in 1903, in North 
Carolina, which is widely 

agreed to be the beginning of avi-
ation. Despite their successful flight, 
for many years the general public 
shunned air travel, as it appeared 
to be too dangerous. It was only after World War 
1, and the funding that the aviation industry 
received, did air travel begin to look like a safe 
and reliable means of transport. Not long after 
the end of World War 1, Charles Lindbergh flew 
across the Atlantic in a solo flight which drew a 
lot of media attention, bringing interest in flying 
into the mainstream.

To capitalise on the interest in aviation 
created by Lindbergh, multiple air transport 
holding industries were 
founded, including Aviation 
Corporation, which would later 
be re-branded as American 
Airways. In 1928, United Air-
craft and Transport Corpo-
ration, later renamed as United 
Airlines, was founded by 
Boeing, and air travel began its 
steady journey to becoming 
commercialised.

Before aeroplanes began 
carrying passengers commer-
cially, they began carrying mail 
and cargo. The American Kelly 
Airmail Act of 1925 allowed 
aeroplanes to work as mail car-
riers, giving many airlines the 
opportunity to build revenue until they could 
expand and develop their airline to be suitable 
to carry passengers.

World War 2 saw commercial fleets of 
planes become necessary to transport soldiers 
and supplies around the world. Aviation com-
panies received significant investment from 
European countries which allowed them to fully 
extend and develop their commercial aviation 
services. Post-WW2, in the 1950s, the aviation 
industry dramatically improved the regularity 
and comfort of commercial flights and jet-
engine technology allowed flights to operate 
faster and more regularly.

THE HISTORY OF QATAR AIRWAYS
Qatar Airways, which is considered to be the 

best airline in the world, was founded in 1994 
and began as a small regional airline that 

travelled only a few, select routes. In 1997, the 
airline was rebranded by His Highness the Father 
Amir, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, who 
wanted to turn the small airline into the world's 
leading international airline. From 1997 onwards, 
Qatar Airways has aimed to offer the highest 
standards of service and comfort possible on a 
commercial airline and is continuously striving 
to offer its passengers a unique, excellent flying 
experience. 

The airline averages a double-digit growth 
year after year, largely due to the leadership of 
the Group Chief Executive, His Excellency Akbar 
Al Baker, and the companies the Group Chief 
Executive has chosen to partner with.

QATAR AIRWAYS AND BAYANAT
ENGINEERING QATAR
The international hub of Qatar Airways is HIA 

(Hamad International Airport) who have chosen 
time and time again to work with Bayanat Engi-
neering Qatar. For example, in July 2020 HIA 
partnered with Bayanat Engineering to deploy a 
RunWize™ FOD Detection Solution and in 
October 2020 chose to work with them again to 
upgrade their communication systems. It is only 
through the support of HIA that Qatar Airways 
can continue to provide their exceptionally high 
levels of service.

Bayanat Engineering Qatar: 
Providing HIA with the best 
services time and again

Ali bin Hassan Al Hammadi, Secretary-General of QRCS

beIN turns to HEC Paris in Qatar 
for leadership development
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

 
In an effort to create leaders 
who drive performance, beIN 
Media Group has entered into 
a corporate partnership with 
HEC Paris.

Commenting on the MoU, 
Tareq Zainal, Chief Financial & 
Human Resources Officer said, 
“Our people are our most 
important assets and investing 
in them will help us create 
future leaders that can make a 
difference. We are positive that 
HEC Paris’ program portfolio 
will empower and equip beIN’s 
mid to senior-level employees 
with practical business 
knowledge and unparalleled 
leadership qualities. Our efforts 
to develop our employees’ 
capabilities, dovetails with 
Qatar’s National Vision 2030, 
as part of the Human Devel-
opment Pillar that aims to build 
a knowledge-based economy.” 

According to the memo-
randum of understanding (MoU), 
the beIN MEDIA GROUP 
employees will be given access 
to the full range of HEC Paris’ 
programs, including the Inter-
national Executive MBA (EMBA), 
ranked #3 worldwide by the 
Financial Times in 2020, the 

Specialized Master’s in Strategic 
Business Unit Management 
(SBUM), short programs and 
executive certificates. The 
employees admitted to the pro-
grams will benefit from prefer-
ential corporate partnership 
tuition fees, and will also be eli-
gible to participate in HEC Paris 
masterclasses, webinars and 
information sessions. 

Providing his full support to 
the partnership with beIN, Dr. 
Pablo Martin de Holan, Dean of 
HEC Paris in Qatar, said: “We 
are proud to develop high 
potential individuals who will 
benefit from HEC Paris’ rich 
and diverse learning envi-
ronment, helping them be more 
effective in their roles, 
throughout their careers. This 
MoU demonstrates our com-
mitment to support national 
development, in line with the 
Qatar National Vision 2030, to 
create a knowledge-based 
economy and develop the 
leaders of tomorrow. The part-
nership with beIN emphasizes 
their faith and trust in our lead-
ership development programs 
and demonstrates our desire to 
collaborate with firms that 
develop talent and leaders who 
drive performance.”

The International Executive 
MBA, ranked #3 in the world by 
the Financial Times in 2020, 
provides executives with fun-
damental skills to expand their 
knowledge and leadership 
capabilities. It is a practical and 
intense 18-month program 
helping participants to expand 
their understanding of the 
social, economic and environ-
mental aspects of international 
business, as well as developing 
the skills to implement their 
vision. The next EMBA intake is 
scheduled for April 2021.

The Specialized Master’s in 
Strategic Business Unit Man-
agement is the second degree 
program offered by HEC Paris 
in Qatar. Also delivered in a 
flexible 15 to 18-month modular 
format, the Specialized Master’s 
program starts with a core cur-
riculum focused on strategy, 
finance, leadership and change 
management. The program 
reflects HEC Paris’ commitment 
to contribute to the development 
of a knowledge-based economy 
in Qatar and to strengthen cor-
porate competitiveness in the 
region. The next Specialized 
Master’s intake is scheduled for 
January 2021, with another 
intake in October 2021.

SKEA to organise men’s badminton tournament
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

South Kerala Expats Association 
(SKEA), a prominent Indian 
community group, is organising 
the Indian Men’s Doubles Open 
Badminton Tournament 2021 
on February 18-19, 2021 in 
Hamilton International School 
Badminton Court.

The tournament, titled  

SKEA  IBT Season 1,  is being 
conducted in solidarity with 
Qatar National Sports Day 2021, 
in coordination with the Apex 
body of the Association of Bad-
minton Academics/Club in 
Qatar & Qatar Badminton 
Premier League.

SKEA will offer a prize 
money of QR3,000 & trophy 
for the winner and QR2,000 

& trophy for the runner-up. 
More than 16 pre-qualified 
professional teams will lock 
horns in the knockout stage 
on February 18 and the semi 
& finals will be on February 
19, 2021. The tournament is for 
Indian nationals of any age & 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e s 
is QR300 closing on January 
31, 2021. 

BPS celebrates 72nd Republic Day of India

Students of BPS performing a cultural dance on the occasion.  

THE PENINSULA — DOHA 

Principal of Birla Public School 
(BPS), A P Sharma hoisted the 
Indian national flag at main 
campus to mark 72nd Republic 
Day of India on January 26.

The event was attended by all 
the members of the senior lead-
ership team and school staff. It 
was later followed by a virtual cel-
ebration. In his bilingual address 
to the virtual audience, the Prin-
cipal reiterated, “India is the 
biggest country where diversities 
of all kinds exist, yet like a garland 
wreathed with various sweet 
scented flowers, we are one. India 
is indeed great, spreading health 

and helping the whole world by 
donating free vaccines to all 
during this pandemic”.

Dr. Mohan Thomas, Director 
of PBS was welcomed and 
applauded by the Principal for 
achieving the highest award for 
Non-Resident Indians from the 
President of India, H E Ram Nath 
Kovind. A P Sharma reminded 
all that on the occasion of the 
Pravasi Bharathiya Divas, Dr. 
Mohan Thomas was recognised 
for his outstanding contributions 
and exceptional achievements 
in the fields of Medicine and Phi-
lanthropy and honoured with 
the Pravasi Bharathiya Samman 
Award.

Chairman of BPS, Gope 
Shahani, addressed the virtual 
gathering of BPS fraternity on 
the occasion of 72nd Republic 
Day celebrations. “Today, as we 
walk out of the pandemic, I look 
back upon the labour we put in 
and I realise that it’s no less 
than what our ancestors did 
while creating the Constitution 
of our nation. We have learnt 
from them and faced the chal-
lenges to bring in new light and 
vision. We have a long way to 
go but I am sure we will do it. 
We will discover new standards 
and set the bar high like the glo-
rious leaders of India,” said 
Shahani. 
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Israeli settler population surged during Trump era
AP — JERUSALEM

Israel’s West Bank settler popu-
lation has grown at a far higher 
rate than the country as a whole 
over the last four years, a pro-
settler group said yesterday, a 
period that coincides with the 
Trump administration’s unprec-
edented acceptance of 
settlement activity.

The report by West Bank 
Jewish Population Stats shows 
the settler population growing 
by around 13 percent since the 
start of 2017 to reach 475,481. 
During the same period, Israel’s 
population grew by around  
eight percent to reach nearly 9.3 
million, according to the 
government.

The group’s report, which is 
based on official government 
data, does not include annexed 
east Jerusalem, home to more 
than 200,000 settlers.

Baruch Gordon, the director 
of West Bank Jewish Population 
Stats, downplayed the influence 
of US policy, saying the annual 
growth rate actually declined 

in recent years even before the 
coronavirus pandemic. The 
West Bank settler population 
grew by 2.62 percent in 2020, 
according to his figures, com-
pared to 1.7 percent in Israel as 
a whole. In 2016, the settler 
population grew 3.59 percent.

“I don’t think any American 
president can influence that 
much, because growth on the 
ground is (dependent on) 
internal Israeli government deci-
sions on how much construction 
to do and not to do,” he said.

Many settlers are religious 
Jews who tend to have larger 
families, driving population 
growth, and many Israelis are 

drawn to the settlements 
because they offer more 
affordable housing.

Gordon expects growth to 
continue even if President Joe 
Biden pressures Israel to rein it 
in. “The facts on the ground are 
stronger than any American 
foreign policy,” he said.

Israel captured the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem in the 
1967 war, and the Palestinians 
want both as part of their future 
state. The Palestinians and 
much of the international com-
munity view the settlements as 
illegal and as an obstacle to cre-
ating a viable, contiguous Pal-
estinian state.

The settlers and their sup-
porters view the West Bank as 
the biblical and historical 
heartland of the Jewish people 
and are opposed to any 
partition.

Former President Donald 
Trump’s administration aban-
doned decades of US policy by 
accepting the settlements and 
released a Mideast plan in 
which Israel would have been 
able to keep all of them, 
including smaller settlements 
deep inside the occupied ter-
ritory. Last year, Mike Pompeo 
became the first US secretary 
of state to visit a settlement.

The Palestinians angrily 
rejected the plan, and Biden is 
likely to abandon it. He is 
opposed to settlement expansion 
and has said he hopes to revive 
peace negotiations.

By not objecting to new set-
tlement construction — as his 
predecessors from both parties 
had done — Trump encouraged 
their growth, further compli-
cating efforts to bring about a 
two-state solution, which is still 

widely seen internationally as 
the only way to resolve the 
decades-old conflict.

Israeli authorities advanced 
plans to build nearly 800 homes 
in West Bank settlements just days 
before Trump left office. Peace 
Now, an Israeli anti-settlement 
watchdog, says Israel approved 
or advanced construction of over 
12,000 settlement homes in 2020, 
the highest number in a single 
year since it began recording sta-
tistics in 2012.

Israel is also pressing ahead 
with massive infrastructure 
projects that will more closely link 
the settlements to its major cities 
and set the stage for future growth.

Nabil Abu Rdeneh, a 
spokesman for Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas, 
blamed the growth of settle-
ments on “the previous US 
administration and the current 
Israeli government,” reiterating 
that they are “illegal according 
to international law.”

One of Israel’s major human 
rights groups, B’Tselem, released 
a report earlier this month 

arguing that Israel has become 
an “apartheid” regime, in part 
because of the permanence of 
the settlements. While the set-
tlers are Israeli citizens, the 2.5 
million Palestinians in the West 
Bank live under different forms 
of Israeli military rule.

The inequity has been on 
display during Israel’s response 
to the coronavirus. Settlers are 
included in Israel’s highly suc-
cessful vaccination campaign, 
while the Palestinians in the 
West Bank must rely on the Pal-
estinian Authority, which is 
struggling to secure its own 
supply of vaccines. Israel says 
it is not responsible for immu-
nising the Palestinians, and the 
Palestinian Authority has not 
publicly asked for Israel’s help.

Israel rejects the apartheid 
label, noting that its own Arab 
population has citizenship, 
including the right to vote, and 
are being vaccinated. It is also 
administering vaccines to Pal-
estinians in east Jerusalem, 
most of whom have permanent 
residency but not citizenship.

UN: Economic profiteering 
fuelling war in Yemen
AL JAZEERA — GENEVA

Economic profiteering is 
fuelling the catastrophe in 
Yemen where a six-year war 
has led to repeated attacks on 
civilians, forced disappear-
ances, and other gross viola-
tions human rights violations, 
UN experts said.

A new United Nations report 
estimates Houthi rebels 
diverted at least $1.8bn in 2019 
earmarked for the government 
to pay salaries and provide 
basic services to citizens.

Yemen’s government, mean-
while, implemented a scheme to 
illegally divert to traders $423m 
of Saudi money meant to buy rice 
and other commodities for the 
Yemeni people, it said.

The report describes a dete-
riorating situation in Yemen, 
where the panel of experts said 
the Houthis and the government 
“appear to be indifferent” to the 
devastating effect of the econ-
omy’s downfall on its people 
while continuing to divert the 
country’s economic and 
financial resources.

Six years of war between a 

US-backed Arab coalition sup-
porting the internationally rec-
ognised government and the 
Iran-aligned Houthi rebels have 
been catastrophic for Yemen, 
killing more than 112,000 people, 
creating the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis, bringing the 
country to the brink of famine 
and wrecking infrastructure.

It began with the 2014 
Houthi takeover of the north, 
where the majority of Yemenis 
live, which prompted a 
destructive air campaign by the 
Saudi Arabia-led coalition aimed 
at restoring the government.

The panel said there is “an 
increasing body of evidence 
suggesting that individuals and 
entities” in Iran supply “signif-
icant volumes of weapons and 
components to the Houthis”.

The panel said the gov-
ernment lost strategic territory 
to the Houthis and the Southern 
Transitional Council, a sepa-
ratist group backed by the 
United Arab Emirates. In 
December, the coalition 
announced a power-sharing 
cabinet including southern sep-
aratists, part of a deal to end a 

power struggle between the 
former allies. “The lack of a 
coherent strategy among anti-
Houthi forces, demonstrated by 
infighting within them, and dis-
agreements between their 
regional backers, has served to 
strengthen the Houthis,” the UN 
experts said.

The report said the Houthis 

perform government functions 
including collecting taxes and 
other state revenue “a large 
portion of which is used to fund 
their war effort” — not to help 
the Yemeni people.

“The government of Yemen 
is, in some cases, engaging in 
money-laundering and cor-
ruption practices that adversely 

affect access to adequate food 
supplies for Yemenis, in vio-
lation of the right to food,” the 
panel said.

In the $423m scheme that 
illegally transferred public 
money to traders, 48 percent 
was received by a single holding 
corporation, the Hayel Saeed 
Anam Group, said the experts.

A man pushes a trolley with food aid distributed by United Nations World Food Programme in Sana'a, 
Yemen, on Tuesday. 

Kuwait calls for permanent 
seat in Security Council
QNA — NEW YORK

Kuwait, on behalf of the Arab 
countries, called for a 
permanent Arab representation 
with full powers in the Security 
Council in the event of any 
future expansion of it, stressing 
that fair representation also 
requires proportional Arab 
representation in the category 
of non-permanent seats in the 
enlarged Security Council.

The remarks were made by 
Kuwait’s Ambassador Mansour 
Al Otaibi on behalf of the Arab 
Group, at the first meeting 
during the 75th session of the 
United Nations General 
Assembly for intergovernmental 
negotiations, on the issue of “fair 
representation in the Security 
Council and increasing the 
number of its members and 
related issues”, according to 
Kuwait’s News Agency (KUNA).

Al-Otaibi said that such call 

by the Arab group come “based 
on objective criteria repre-
sented by the Arab population 
density and the number of Arab 
countries in the United Nations, 
in addition to the fact that a 
large part of the Council’s work 
and issues on its agenda relate 
to the Arabic region, which 
requires fair and proportionate 
Arab representation in the 
expanded council.” 

He added that the Arab 
group adheres to the realisation 
of a “real and comprehensive” 
reform of the Security Council, 
especially as it is the main body 
entrusted with maintaining 
international peace and 
security under the United 
Nations Charter, so that it 
becomes “more capable and 
effective” in overcoming the 
relevant challenges within a 
“more representative, trans-
parent, neutral and credible 
framework.” 

Oman prohibits 

group events in 

new coronavirus 

measures

REUTERS/QNA — DUBAI/KUWAIT

Oman yesterday prohibited all 
group events, postponed 
students’ return to universities 
and advised citizens and resi-
dents against foreign travel, in 
a tightening of measures 
against the coronavirus, state 
media said.

 The ban on gatherings 
include international confer-
ences, sports events and exhi-
bitions, state news agency 
ONA said, citing a decision by 
the Gulf state’s coronavirus 
emergency committee.

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti 
Ministry of Health reported 
yesterday 580 new cases of 
COVID-19 in the past 24 hours, 
bringing the total of confirmed 
cases in the country to 162,862. 

The Ministry’s spokesman 
Dr. Abdullah Al Sanad said that 
no deaths have been recorded 
due to the virus in the past 24 
hours, leaving the number of 
deaths at 957 cases so far, adding 
that the patients in intensive care 
units have reached 44.

Turkey begins vaccination campaign
Safiye Mazlum receives a shot of the Sinovac’s CoronaVac COVID-19 vaccine as nationwide vaccination 
began for seniors of 80 years old or older at Sancaktepe Education and Research Hospital, in Istanbul, 
Turkey, yesterday.

Uganda conducts 

clinical trials of 

possible drug 

against COVID-19

REUTERS — KAMPALA

Uganda is conducting clinical 
trials of a domestically 
developed drug to cure 
COVID-19 infections after 
nearly a year of research by 
Ugandan scientists, the 
government said yesterday.

 Uganda has confirmed 
39,188 COVID-19 cases and 
318 deaths — a much lower toll 
than in most countries. Experts 
attribute the East African 
country’s relative success so 
far in curbing the impact of the 
global COVID-19 pandemic to 
years of experience battling 
other viral outbreaks like HIV 
AIDS and Ebola.

 In a statement, the gov-
ernment’s Presidential Scien-
tific Initiative on Epidemics 
(PRESIDE) said the new drug, 
code-named UBV-01N, was 
undergoing a second phase of 
testing involving 128 COVID-19 
patients at Mulago, Uganda’s 
largest referral hospital.

 It said the drug was “antic-
ipated to have antiviral (kill 
viruses), anti-inflammatory 
(reduces over-reaction of the 
body to infections) and immu-
nological (directs the immune 
system in the right direction) 
ability.”

 Dr. Bruce Kirenga, head of 
the Makerere University Lung 
Institute, one of a number of 
Ugandan medical institutions 
involved in researching and 
developed the drug, said it 
would be administered orally. 
It would not be able to prevent 
infections or contagion in the 
first place, unlike a vaccine, he 
said.

Anbar’s post-ISIL reconstruction spawns autonomy debate
AL JAZEERA —RAMADI

It is one of Iraq’s smallest 
provincial capitals, but Ramadi 
could soon boast the largest 
shopping mall in the country.

The development, which 
will span 125,000 square 
metres once complete, is one of 
dozens of investment projects 
that have transformed this part 
of Anbar province since the ISIL 
(ISIS) armed group was 
defeated here in 2016.

“These projects are needed 
in this province, and according 
to our feasibility study, they will 
be successful,” said MaherAl 
Fahdawi, an engineer at Al 

Qasas, the investment company 
building the mall. “We believe 
Anbar has a good future.” 
Unlike remote areas close to 
Anbar’s border with Syria, 
which were not freed from ISIL 
until late 2017, few overt signs 
remain of the destruction the 
war wreaked on Ramadi and 
nearby Fallujah.

Traffic in the city centre 
glides along recently paved 
roads. Residential compounds 
are mushrooming on the out-
skirts. Anbar’s first five-star 
hotel, complete with luxury 
villas featuring private pools, is 
rising on the shores of the 
Euphrates.

Construction projects have 
created jobs at a time when Iraq 
suffers from a severe economic 
downturn and soaring poverty 
rates. Most are funded by private 
investors, drawn by relative sta-
bility and encouraged by an 
ambitious local government that 
wants to manage its own affairs.

“There are more invest-
ments opportunities than in 
other provinces,” said Mahdi 
Saleh Al Nouman, director of 
Anbar’s Investment Com-
mission, itself housed in a brand 
new building. “If we get more 
authority, it will help us make 
great leaps in next few years.” 
Nouman said the absence of 

armed groups, known to extort 
business owners in other parts 
of Iraq, as well as relative social 
cohesion among Anbar’s pop-
ulation has created a business-
friendly environment.

“Anbar’s society believes in 
the authority of the civilian gov-
ernment. No one is allowed to 
carry weapons except for the gov-
ernment security forces,” he said.

Anbar’s investment portfolio 
is worth about $2bn and focused 
primarily on non-oil sectors 
such as housing and commerce. 
The local government wants to 
triple that figure in the coming 
years by attracting foreign 
investors, especially from the 

Gulf, to develop the province’s 
untapped gas and mineral 
resources.

“We received many pro-
posals from Gulf nations for the 
energy sector,” said Ali Farhan, 
the governor of Anbar, who just 
returned from a trip to Dubai 
where he met prospective 
investors. “But because of our 
limited authority and the com-
plicated procedures of the 
central government, things have 
been delayed.”

The push for more 
investment underpins the prov-
ince’s ambitions for greater 
autonomy from the government 
in Baghdad.

The report by West Bank Jewish Population 
Stats shows the settler population growing by 
around 13 percent since the start of 2017 to 
reach 475,481. During the same period, Israel’s 
population grew by around  eight percent 
to reach nearly 9.3 million, according to the 
government.
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EDITORIAL

QATAR’S healthcare system has been ranked among 
the best in the world. Qatar ranked among top 20 coun-
tries in Numbeo Healthcare Index by Country 2021, 
scoring 73 points. The survey covered 93 countries. 

Qatar scored ‘high’ or ‘very high’ score in most 
aspects of the healthcare system covered under the 
survey ---  skill and competency of medical staff, speed 
in completing examination and reports, equipment for 
modern diagnosis and treatment, friendliness and 
courtesy of the staff, cost of healthcare, and conven-
ience of location. 

Healthcare Index is an estimation of the overall 
quality of the healthcare system, healthcare profes-
sionals, equipment, staff, doctors, and cost. In the 
survey, Doha also emerged as first in the GCC, scoring 
72.94 on Numbeo Healthcare Index by City 2021.

Qatar’s healthcare system has been lauded, espe-
cially during the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pan-
demic, for its inclusiveness and accessibility. As the 
country is home to a large foreign population, its 
healthcare system under the supervision of the Min-
istry of Public Health (MoPH) has looked after the 
expats as well as the Qatari nationals.

The government’s proactive approach succeeded 
in bringing the pandemic under control quickly. 
Effective contact tracing, massive testing and a 
stringent quarantine policy have contributed to Qatar’s 
success against the pandemic. MoPH was also able 
to massively upgrade and expand health facilities 
during the peak of the pandemic to provide each and 
every case the best care. This resulted in the country 
recording one of the lowest mortality rates, 248 deaths 
from close to 150,000 cases, from the coronavirus in 
the world. More than 145,000 have recovered from 
the infection in Qatar to date. 

As the government gradually lifted restrictions and 
reopened international travel, an effective quarantine 
policy for all incoming passengers has helped in keeping 
new cases under check. Currently most international 
arrivals have to observe a one-week quarantine in a 
designated hotel. Some categories exempted from hotel 
quarantine due to old age or other medical conditions 
must isolate at homes for a week. The virus-tracing 
mobile phone app, Ehteraz, which the authorities 
launched early on after the outbreak of the pandemic, 
has also proven to be a success. It has helped in tracing 
the cases and implementing quarantine. 

The COVID-19 vaccination campaign launched in 
December 2020 has been expanded to all health 
centers of the country. Currently people aged 60 and 
above, people with chronic diseases, and healthcare 
and essential workers are being vaccinated as priority 
groups. The vaccination will be gradually expanded 
to cover the entire population.
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Quote of the day

What we see is that the mutated virus has 

spread significantly in many countries that do 

not monitor the extent of mutations in the same 

way as Norway, Denmark and Britain do.

Erna Solberg, Prime Minister of Norway

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson is shown a vial of the Oxford/AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine 
during a visit to Barnet FC’s ground at The Hive on Monday.

As hospitalisations and deaths 
from COVID-19 rise, govern-
ments are grappling with 
whether to prioritize getting a 
first shot of vaccine into as 
many arms as possible, or to 
take a slower approach that 
reserves some of the limited 
supply to deliver a second 
dose at the optimal interval to 
attain maximum protection. 
Some governments seem 
willing to accept the trade-off 
of lower immunity to inoc-
ulate more people. Some 
scientists have cautioned that 
untested timing regimens 
have the potential to 
undermine confidence in 
vaccines and, even worse, 
facilitate the emergence of 
dangerous new variants.

1. What’s the timing on 
vaccine doses?

Coronavirus vaccines 
made by Moderna Inc., Pfizer 
Inc.-BioNTech SE, and Astra-
Zeneca Plc are administered 
in two doses. The recom-
mended timing of the second 
dose varies depending on the 
vaccine, and is based on 
clinical trial data regulators 
used in their review process. 
In studies, the second Pfizer-
BioNTech dose was given 21 
days after the initial shot; 
Moderna’s was given 28 days 
later. Doses of AstraZeneca’s 
vaccine were scheduled 
4-to-12 weeks apart across 
four trials.

2. Why is a second shot 
needed?

Vaccines are intended to 
hardwire immunological 
memory to generate a rapid, 
targeted and durable 
response by antibodies and 
T-cells to an invading foe. 
Typically booster shots are 
intended to provide the 
immune system with 
advanced “training” to make 
better antibodies. Some vac-
cines requiring multiple doses 
are administered four months 
apart to optimize immune 
memory. Coronavirus vac-
cines may work the same 
way, but it will take additional 
patient studies to know this 
for sure. Johnson & Johnson is 
studying a single-shot coro-
navirus vaccine, with results 
expected to be analyzed soon.

2. What’s being proposed?
By using shots that nor-

mally would have gone to 
people who have already 
received the first dose, coun-
tries including France and the 
UK are aiming to give more 
people an initial dose. That 
followed a move by US health 

authorities to revise guidance 
that recommended an 
interval of three or four 
weeks between doses of the 
Moderna and Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccines. The new 
guidance said doses can be 
spaced out by up to six weeks 
if it’s impossible to get the 
follow-up shot on time. The 
FDA said slight delays 
shouldn’t affect the protection 
offered by the vaccine.

3. What will the delay do?
It’s hard to know without 

more research. Data from 
the Pfizer-BioNTech trial 
found partial protection was 
achieved as early as 12 days 
after the first dose, but two 
doses were required to 
provide maximum efficacy, 
or 95% protection against 
disease. There are no data to 
demonstrate that protection 
after the first dose is sus-
tained after 21 days. There is 
also concern that inoculated 
patients may change their 
behavior in a way that 
increases the risk of spread, 
negating some of the ben-
efits of vaccination. In a split 
with other regulators, the 
European Medicines Agency 
said that changing how 
coronavirus vaccines are 
given to people raises the 
risk of reducing 
effectiveness.

4. What are the risks of 
spacing out doses?

They’re medical, theo-
retical, and social. The 
medical risk is that the first 
dose almost certainly won’t 
be as protective as two doses. 
Spacing out doses extends the 
period when people -- most 
of whom have been chosen to 

get vaccines quickly at this 
point for reasons of vulnera-
bility -- will have incomplete 
protection until they get their 
second dose. The theoretical 
risk is that a weak response to 
the virus in millions of people 
who have received just one 
dose would foster the emer-
gence of new variants that 
could evade vaccine-induced 
antibodies. This would 
undermine a year’s work to 
develop safe and effective 
vaccines. And the social risk is 
that mixed messages on the 
topic -- from governments, 
regulators, professional 
groups and drugmakers -- 
will make it more difficult to 
communicate with the public 
on vaccines that are already 
controversial, and shunned by 
some.

5. What’s happened in 
countries with rapid 
vaccination?

By late January, Israel had 
given more than a quarter of 
its people at least one dose. 
Health officials there have 
noted that cases started to 
decline within two weeks of 
the shots being administered, 
and before people began 
receiving a second dose. 
However, some data collected 
from older residents vul-
nerable to developing severe 
illness indicated the first dose 
led to a 33% reduction in 
COVID-19 cases, far lower 
than the effectiveness after 
two doses. Data collected by 
AstraZeneca, however, shows 
that pacing out doses by 8-12 
weeks may actually be the 
efficacy “sweet spot,” Mene 
Pangalos, the drugmaker’s 
executive vice president for 

biopharmaceutical research 
and development, told a UK 
government panel. The UK 
drugs regulator has recom-
mended the AstraZeneca 
vaccine be administered 
within an interval of up to 12 
weeks. The World Health 
Organization says that, 
although there is some data to 
support that interval for the 
AstraZeneca vaccine, there is 
no scientific evidence to 
stretch the second dose of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine to 12 
weeks.

6. What do others say?
Although AstraZeneca has 

been in favor of spacing out 
shots, Moderna and Pfizer 
have been more cautious. 
Pfizer said the safety and 
efficacy of its vaccine hasn’t 
been evaluated on different 
dosing schedules, and that 
it’s critical health authorities 
carefully monitor the effects 
of any alternative regimens 
and ensure each recipient is 
afforded the maximum pos-
sible protection, “which 
means immunization with 
two doses of the vaccine.” 
Anthony Fauci, the American 
infectious-diseases doctor 
who heads the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases, has said he 
wouldn’t be in favor of 
stretching the dosing 
schedule. The British Medical 
Association has gone further, 
calling for the UK to 
“urgently review” its decision 
to allow delays of the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine. The UK 
physicians group supports 
delays of up to six weeks, but 
said Britain’s plan goes “well 
beyond” that.

TODD GILLESPIE & AKSHAT RATHI 
BLOOMBERG

Many large global companies 
have now set a target for 
getting to net-zero green-
house gas emissions. But with 
most of those deadlines 
decades away, it can be 
difficult to tell if they’re on 
track now.  Companies have 
varying standards of setting 
short-term climate goals and 
differing ways of 
assessing whether they’ve 
achieved them.

In a recent analysis, 
Bloomberg Green took stock 
of the five-year sustainability 
goals some of the biggest US 
companies had set in 2015. 
The results showed that 138 
out of 187 pledges had been 
met, partly because they were 
modest to start with.

Net-zero emissions goals 
are much more ambitious 
than promising to plant more 
trees or boosting energy effi-
ciency. It’s likely the com-
panies setting them have to 

make more drastic changes. A 
new report by the Science-
Based Targets initiative 
(SBTi), a non-profit that helps 
companies translate the Paris 
Agreement’s aim of keeping 
global warming under 1.5°C 
into concrete measures, finds 
that bears out in reality. 

SBTi analyzed 338 com-
panies that had set targets 
guided by science, which 
requires goals not just 
decades out but also meas-
urable emission cuts in the 
short term. 

The list covers a broad 
range of industries from 
software to pharma and 
mobile networks to utilities. 
The report concludes 
that between 2015 and 2019 
these companies reduced 
Scope 1 and 2 emissions-those 
generated by their own assets 
and in purchased electricity-
by 25%, even as global emis-
sions rose by 3.4% in the 
period.

The avoided emissions 
add up to 302 million metric 

tons of carbon dioxide equiv-
alent, or what Poland emits 
annually. “Companies setting 
science-based targets are 
backing these commitments 
up with action,” said Alex-
ander Farsan, global lead on 
science-based targets at 
WWF, one of the SBTi 
partners.

Enel SpA, the Italian 
utility, cut its direct emissions 
intensity by 28% between 
2017 and 2019. The increased 
pace allowed it to boost its 
2030 target reduction to 80% 
from 70%. 

That, in turn, affects the 
company’s bottom line, with 
investors increasingly taking 
carbon calculations into their 
decisions. “Working with 
Science-Based Targets initi-
ative increases investor confi-
dence,” said Giulia Genuardi, 
head of sustainability at Enel.

Not all companies with 
SBTi targets have succeeded 
in that period. Pernod Ricard 
SA and Givaudan SA have 
seen their emissions rise 

where they had pledged to 
reduce them.

SBTi’s latest analysis 
excludes Scope 3 emissions, 
which are tied to a company’s 
supply chain and customers, 
because most companies only 
began setting targets to cut 
them in the last two years. And 
some are still struggling to 
figure out ways to reduce them. 

Maisons du Monde SA, a 
furniture retailer, has seen its 
scope 3 emissions rise by 9% 
since 2018 despite a pledge to 
cut them 15% by 2030. More 
than 1,000 companies are 
working with SBTi to set 
climate targets as of 2020. 
These include some of the 
world’s biggest companies, 
such as Amazon.com Inc., 
Facebook Inc. and Ford Motor 
Co., which joined only last 
year. Science-based goal 
setting is creating a strong 
framework for these com-
panies to cut emissions, and 
for the public to hold the 
companies accountable if 
they don’t achieve those cuts.
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Zimbabwe buries 3 top leaders who died of virus
AP — HARARE

Zimbabwe yesterday buried 
three top officials, including two 
cabinet ministers, in a single 
ceremony at a shrine reserved 
almost exclusively for the ruling 
elite as a virulent wave of the 
coronavirus takes a devastating 
toll on the country.

“COVID-19 has taught us an 
important lesson that we are all 
mortal,” said Vice-President 
Constantino Chiwenga, pre-
siding at what he described as 
a “unique triple burial” at the 
hilltop, picturesque shrine 
called National Heroes Acre.

“It does not discriminate 
between the powerful and the 
weak, the privileged and the 
deprived, the haves and the 
have-nots. It is a ruthless 

juggernaut that leaves a trail of 
despair and desperation,” he 
said.

Pallbearers in full COVID-19 
protective gear wheeled the 
coffins of the two Cabinet min-
isters and a former head of Zim-
babwe’s prisons on a red carpet 
for burial with military honors.

A few mourners, keeping a 
distance from each other and 
wearing face masks, attended 

the burial in line with regula-
tions that limit the number of 
people at funerals.

One of the ministers buried, 
Sibusiso Moyo, was the coun-
try’s foreign affairs minister, but 
was best known as the military 
general who announced the 
coup against then-president 
Robert Mugabe on television in 
2017. The coup ended Mugabe’s 
37-year rule and he later died 

in September 2019.
Zimbabwe has now lost four 

cabinet ministers to COVID-19. 
President Emmerson Mnan-
gagwa said the coronavirus is 
reaping a “grim harvest” in the 
country while presiding last 
week at the burial of one of the 
ministers who died from 
COVID-19 at the same shrine. 
Mnangagwa did not attend the 
triple burial yesterday as he is 
taking annual leave.

Several other prominent 
political and business leaders 
have died from the virus in 
recent weeks, leaving the 
country scratching for answers. 
It appears that many of Zimba-
bwe’s elite did not take ade-
quate precautions during the 
holiday season.

A government spokesman, 

Nick Mangwana, was this week 
forced to apologize after 
appearing to suggest some of 
the high profile people were 
being “eliminated” in hospitals 
by doctors he called “medical 
assassins” and “political 
activists hiding behind medical 
qualifications.”

 Zimbabwe, like many other 
African countries, initially 
recorded low numbers of 
COVID-19 but has recently expe-
rienced a spike in cases. There 
are fears that a new, more infec-
tious variant of the virus came 
to the country when scores of 
thousands of Zimbabweans 
living in South Africa returned 
home for the holiday season.

The country of 15 million 
recorded a total of 32,004 cases, 
including 1,103 deaths, on 

Jan.26, up from the slightly 
more than 10,000 cases and 277 
deaths at the beginning of 
December, according to gov-
ernment figures.

Zimbabwe has not yet 
received any vaccines. Mnan-
gagwa has said the government 
health officials are still deciding 
which vaccine to acquire.

Portia Manangazira, 
director of epidemiology and 
disease control in the ministry 
of health, told a parliamentary 
committee this week that Russia 
and China “might offer a small 
donation.” 

The government has also 
said it expects to get some vac-
cines through the international 
COVAX initiative, but it does not 
have a firm date on when they 
will be delivered.

Former envoys of US alarmed by 
violence, hate speech in Ethiopia
REUTERS — NAIROBI

Four former US ambassadors 
to Ethiopia wrote a joint letter 
to Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
voicing concern over the 
conflict in the northern Tigray 
region, rising ethnic tension in 
the country and the reported 
presence of Eritrean troops.

 The letter, published in 
Ethiopia’s The Reporter news-
paper, echoed points raised in 
the past by US officials. But the 
ambassadors adopted a more 
forthright tone than Washington 
often took in public under 
former President Donald Trump 
towards Ethiopia, an ally.

 “We have watched the con-
flict in Tigray with grave unease,” 
wrote diplomats David Shinn, 
Aurelia Brazeal, Vicki Huddleston 
and Patricia Haslach.

 “We are also worried about 
the reported presence of Eri-
trean troops in Tigray, which 
could jeopardise Ethiopia’s 

territorial integrity... We are 
concerned about the worsening 
ethnic tensions throughout the 
country, reflected in the prolif-
eration of hate speech and 
rising ethnic and religious 
violence.”

 Abiy’s federal army ousted 
the former local ruling party, 
the Tigray People’s Liberation 
Front (TPLF), from the regional 
capital Mekelle in November, 
but low-level fighting has con-
tinued and humanitarian needs 
are dire.

 Thousands of people have 
died, hundreds of thousands 
have been forced from homes 
and there are shortages of food, 
water and medicine around the 
region of more than five million 
people. Aid agencies have 
struggled for access.

Abiy’s spokeswoman Billene 
Seyoum did not immediately 
respond to a text message 
seeking comment on the 
ambassadors’ letter.

Abiy and other officials have 
from the outset blamed the 
TPLF for provoking the conflict 
with attacks on army bases in 
Tigray, denied any ethnic moti-
vations, and said they are chan-
nelling aid into the region as fast 
as possible.

Ethiopia and Eritrea have 
both denied that Eritrean troops 
participated in the conflict, 
though dozens of eyewitnesses, 
diplomats and an Ethiopian 
general have reported their 
presence.

In a statement yesterday, a 
US State Department spokes-
person called for humanitarian 
access to Tigray, and said there 
were “credible reports of 
looting, sexual violence, assaults 
in refugee camps, and other 
human rights violations” there.

 “There needs to be an 
independent and transparent 
investigation into reports of 
human rights violations and 
abuses, with those responsible 

held accountable,” the spokes-
person said. “The United States 
has stressed the need for all 
Eritrean troops to leave Tigray 

immediately.”
 Foreign Minister Demeke 

Mekonnen met European Union 
envoys yesterday, telling them 

supplies were being delivered 
to Tigrayans at 92 centres and 
rights abuses would be investi-
gated, his office said.

Ethiopian men wearing protective face masks walk at a street amid coronavirus pandemic in Addis 
Ababa, yesterday.

Somalia rejects 

probe report on 

tiff with Kenya

ANATOLIA — MOGADISHU

Somalia yesterday criticized 
the findings of a fact-finding 
commission, saying that it 
found no evidence showing 
that Kenya was interfering in 
Somalia’s affairs.

A report by the Intergov-
ernmental Authority on Devel-
opment (IGAD), an eight-
country trade bloc in Africa 
comprising governments from 
the Horn of Africa, Nile Valley 
and the African Great Lakes, 
said on Tuesday a team that 
investigated the issue also 
found that Kenya was not 
arming militants to attack and 
destabilise areas in Somalia 
along their shared border.

“The commission con-
siders that these grievances, 
some of which are long-
standing, do not appear suf-
ficient to justify a diplomatic 
separation between Kenya 
and Somalia. It is true that the 
federal government of 
Somalia is sovereign in its 
decisions,” a part of the IGAD 
report read.

In a statement yesterday, 
the Somali Information Min-
istry said: “The federal gov-
ernment of Somalia has 
described as unrealistic a 
report issued by the newly-
appointed fact-finding com-
mittee on a case filed by the 
Somali government against the 
Kenyan government.” Somali 
Minister for Information, 
Culture and Tourism Osman 
Dubbe told reporters in the 
capital Mogadishu that the 
report was biased, adding: 
“The outcome of their report 
came as a shock to us. 

"The report is one-sided. 
They (investigators) refused to 
go to the Somali territory. They 
went to Kenya twice, they 
went to Mandera. We wanted 
them to visit the Gedo region, 
but they refused to cross the 
border.” 

The head of the African 
Union on Tuesday urged 
Kenya and Somalia to exercise 
restraint, and de-escalate ten-
sions along their borders.

Cyclone affects 250,000 people in Mozambique: UN
AL JAZEERA — MAPUTO

A tropical cyclone that struck 
central Mozambique last week 
has affected 250,000 people, a 
sharp increase over initial esti-
mates, according to a UN 
official.

Myrta Kaulard, the UN’s res-
ident coordinator in Mozam-
bique, added on Tuesday that 
18,000 people were internally 
displaced after Cyclone Eloise 
made landfall in the early hours 
of Saturday.

“Yesterday, we were men-
tioning 170,000 people affected. 
Today, the official figures have 
climbed to 250,000,” Kaulard 
said in a video call with 
reporters at the UN, adding that 
76 health centres and hundreds 
of classrooms were damaged.

“We also see widespread 
floods that are still there and a 
lot of people trying still to get 
out of the flooded areas,” she 
said.

Eloise brought winds of up 
to 150km per hour followed by 

torrential rain over the port city 
of Beira, the capital of Mozam-
bique’s Sofala province, and the 
adjacent Buzi district.

It weakened into a tropical 
storm as it moved inland to 
Zimbabwe, South Africa, 
eSwatini, formerly known as 
Swaziland and Botswana. The 
death toll across the region rose 
to 14 on Tuesday after South 
Africa reported one more death.

In Mozambique, the cyclone 
hit an area already devastated 
by two successive super-storms 

in March and April 2019.
The first, Cyclone Idai, left 

more than 1,000 dead and 
caused damage estimated at 
about $2bn. An international aid 
group warned on Tuesday that 
crowded centres for storm sur-
vivors created ideal conditions 
for the coronavirus to spread.

In the port city of Beira 
alone, 8,700 people are living 
in 16 temporary shelters after 
their homes were destroyed by 
the cyclone.

“Each tent I saw had at least 

10 people packed into it and 
families are lacking access to 
safe water and essential items 
like soap and face masks,” said 
Marcia Penicela, project 
manager at ActionAid Mozam-
bique following a visit to sites.

Espinola Caribe, head of the 
World Food Programme’s Beira 
sub-office, also said COVID-19 
was a concern and people had 
to be moved out of danger.

“This was not a planned 
evacuation … this was running 
for your life,” he said.

Security forces block protesters from moving toward the parliament building as Tunisians stage a 
protest, demanding the release of 632 people who were arrested during last week's protests on 
charge of participating in riots, in Tunis, on  Tuesday.

Tunisian police criticised over arrest
REUTERS — TUNIS

Tunisian police slapped and 
arrested a photojournalist 
working at night despite his 
having an authorisation to be 
out after curfew, the national 
press syndicate said yesterday 
amid criticism of the security 
forces’ handling of protests.

Islem Hkiri, a freelance 
photographer, was charged 
with breaking curfew and 
assaulting a public servant.

He had earlier published 
pictures of police using pepper 

spray during a recent surge of 
protests in Tunisia, a democracy 
since the 2011 revolution that 
inspired the “Arab spring”. Pro-
testers have decried both ine-
quality and police abuses.

Security forces have 
arrested more than 1,200 
people including many under 
the age of 18 and have widely 
used teargas against demon-
strators. Although daytime pro-
tests have mostly been peaceful, 
those at night have involved 
repeated clashes with police as 
well as some looting.

The Journalists’ Syndicate 
condemned police violence and 
asked the Interior Ministry for 
an immediate investigation.

An Interior Ministry 
spokesman said he could not 
comment on a file in the hands 
of the judiciary.

A judicial official was not 
immediately available for 
comment.

Tunisian rights groups have 
criticised what they call the 
police’s aggressive handling of 
protesters and the arrest of 
bloggers.

South Africa approves 
AstraZeneca vaccine
REUTERS — CAPE TOWN

South Africa has approved 
AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 
vaccine for emergency use and 
is reviewing applications by 
rival manufacturers, Johnson 
& Johnson and Pfizer, the medi-
cines regulator said yesterday.

South Africa will pay $5.25 
per dose for 1.5 million shots of 
AstraZeneca’s coronavirus 
vaccine from the Serum 
Institute of India (SII) and that 
is expected to arrive this month 
and February to provide pro-
tection for frontline workers.

“In terms of the Astra-
Zeneca vaccine... this has been 
granted emergency use 
(approval) and there will be a 
press conference with the min-
ister of health on this (later),” 
said Helen Rees, chairwoman 
of the South African Health 
Products Authority (SAHPRA) 
board, during a media briefing.

At the same briefing, SAH-
PRA’s chief executive said the 
application by J&J, which became 
first supplier in December to 
apply for registration, still 
needed further information 
before a decision was taken.

“These ones in particular 
are at a very advanced stage of 
Phase III studies wherein we’ve 
got initial data that indicates 
their safety and efficacy … We 
are still at that point with J&J 
where additional information 
is still required,” said Boitumelo 
Semete-Makokotlela.

South Africa has suffered a 
surge in infections driven by a 
new, more contagious variant 
of the virus called 501Y.V2, 
which drove daily new cases to 
21,000 in early January, 
although they have now eased 
to below 10,000.

Yesterday, South Africa’s 
opposition Democratic Alliance 
(DA) announced court action 
to force President Cyril Ram-
aphosa’s government to release 
details of its COVID-19 vacci-
nation plans.

The government has been 
accused by health experts, sci-
entists and political rivals of 
tardiness in procuring vaccines 
against the new coronavirus - 
charges it rejects.

“Ramaphosa wants a get-
out-of-jail-free card by blaming 
the West for having ordered in 
time. We didn’t order in time, 
and now we’re blaming eve-
ryone else,” said Helen Zille, 
chair of the DA’s Federal Council, 
announcing the lawsuit.

The African National Con-
gress government is already 
fighting a slew of court cases, 
including challenges on sales 
of some commodities to curb 
the spread of the virus which 
the government has lost but 
intends to appeal.

Zille said South Africans 
had a right to know where the 
government was procuring 
vaccines, how it would admin-
ister them, and who was ben-
efiting from the process.

“It does not discriminate between the powerful 
and the weak, the privileged and the deprived, 
the haves and the have-nots. It is a ruthless 
juggernaut that leaves a trail of despair and 
desperation,” Vice-President Constantino 
Chiwenga said during the burial.
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Thailand aims to vaccinate
19 million in first phase
REUTERS — BANGKOK

Thailand is targeting the immu-
nisation of 19 million people 
against the coronavirus in a first 
phase of inoculations starting 
on February 14, the prime 
minister said yesterday, amid 
criticism the government has 
been slow in rolling out 
vaccines.

Inoculations will begin with 
50,000 doses of AstraZeneca’s 
vaccine, Prayuth Chan-ocha 
said. He gave no timeline for the 
first phase.

By May, Thailand will have 
received 150,000 doses from 
AstraZeneca.

In a broadcast carried on the 
government’s website, Prayuth 
apologised for not solving 
COVID-19 related problems as 
fast as the public had 
demanded.

“Blaming each other will not 

solve any problems,” he said.
Of the 19 million to be vac-

cinated, 11 million would be 
people aged over 60 and 6.1 
million would be those with 
underlying diseases, he said.

Another 1.7 million would be 
for medical professionals and 
15,000 government workers 
involved in managing the virus, 
he said, adding those under 18 
and pregnant women would not 
be vaccinated. About a fifth of 

Thailand’s population is under 
18.

The timeframe would 
depend on the capacity of hos-
pitals administering the vac-
cines and number of doses they 
receive, head of the govern-
ment’s vaccine management 
committee, Sophon Mekthon, 
told Reuters.

Thailand has altogether 
secured 26 million doses from 
AstraZeneca to be produced by 
local firm Siam Biosience and 2 
million doses from China’s 
Sinovac. It has also reserved 35 
m i l l i o n  d o s e s  f r o m 
AstraZeneca.

Thailand will initially import 
the vaccines but is expected by 
June to be producing it locally, 
Sophon added.

Authorities say they will 
vaccinate 31.5 million people.

The education ministry 
yesterday said it would reopen 

most schools from next week, 
in response to localised 
declines in new coronavirus 
infections.

The announcement comes 

despite the country reporting 
yesterday its second-highest 
number of new daily corona-
virus cases, with 819 infections, 
the majority due to mass 

testing in Samut Sakhon 
province, the epicentre of the 
most recent outbreak.

Thailand has reported 
15,465 cases and 76 deaths. 

Migrant workers wait to be tested for COVID-19 at their work place amid the spread of coronavirus 
disease outbreak, in Samut Sakhon province, Thailand, yesterday.

Philippines protests new China law as ‘verbal threat of war’
AP — MANILA

The Philippines has protested a 
new Chinese law that authorises 
its coast guard to fire on foreign 
vessels and destroy other coun-
tries’ structures on islands it 
claims, Manila’s top diplomat 
said yesterday.

Foreign Secretary Teodoro 
Locsin Jr. said in a tweet that the 
new Chinese law “is a verbal 
threat of war to any country that 
defies” it. Failure to challenge the 
law “is submission to it,” he said.

“While enacting law is a 
sovereign prerogative, this one 
- given the area involved, or for 
that matter the open South 
China Sea - is a verbal threat of 
war to any country that defies 
the law,” Locsin said.

China’s Coast Guard Law, 
which was passed on Friday, 
empowers the force to “take all 
necessary measures, including 
the use of weapons, when 
national sovereignty, sovereign 
rights, and jurisdiction are being 
illegally infringed upon by 
foreign organizations or indi-
viduals at sea.” 

The law also authorises the 
coast guard to demolish other 
countries’ structures built on 
reefs and islands claimed by 
China and to seize or order 
foreign vessels illegally entering 
China’s territorial waters to 
leave. The Chinese law raises 
the stakes and the possibility of 
clashes with regional maritime 
rivals.

The Philippine protest is the 

latest strongly worded public 
criticism by Manila of China’s 
increasingly assertive actions in 
the disputed waters, despite 
cozier ties nurtured by President 
Rodrigo Duterte with Beijing. 
Last July, Locsin warned China 
of “the severest response” if mil-
itary exercises being staged by 
China’s People’s Liberation 
Army in the South China Sea 
spilled over into Philippine 
territory.

China and the Philippines, 
along with Vietnam, Malaysia, 
Taiwan and Brunei, have been 
locked in territorial rivalries in 
the South China Sea in tense 
decades-long standoffs. Indo-
nesian forces also have had con-
frontations with the Chinese 
coast guard and fishing flotillas 

in what Indonesian officials say 
are their territorial waters near 
the South China Sea.

The United States has no 
claims in the strategic 
waterway but its naval forces 
have challenged China’s terri-
torial claims over virtually the 
entire sea. China has warned 
the US to stay away from what 
it says is a purely Asian dispute 
but Washington has said it 
would continue to deploy its 
warships to the disputed 
region.

A US Navy aircraft carrier, 
the USS Theodore Roosevelt, 
sailed into the South China Sea 
on Saturday to conduct 
“routine operations,” promote 
freedom of the seas and 
reassure America’s allies, Rear 

Admiral Doug Verissimo said 
in a statement.

Tensions flared in recent 
years after China transformed 
seven disputed reefs in the 
Spratlys, the most hotly con-
tested region in the South China 
Sea, into missile-protected 
island bases, including three 
with military-grade runways. 
China and Southeast Asian 
nations have been negotiating a 
regional “code of conduct” to 
discourage aggression in the dis-
puted waters but the talks have 
been delayed by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

China’s coast guard is also 
active in the vicinity of unin-
habited East China Sea islands 
controlled by Japan but claimed 
by Beijing.

Singapore detains 

16-year-old 

over plans to 

attack mosques
AP — SINGAPORE 

Authorities in Singapore said 
yesterday that they had detained 
without trial a 16-year-old 
student who made detailed plans 
and preparations to launch 
“terrorist attacks” on two 
mosques with a machete.

The Internal Security 
Department said the Singa-
porean teen was inspired by an 
Australian gunman who killed 
51 worshippers at two mosques 
in New Zealand in 2019.

The teen, an ethnic Indian 
Christian who wasn’t named as 
he is underage, was “self-radi-
calised, motivated by a strong 
antipathy towards Islam and a 
fascination with violence,” the 
department said in a statement.

The teen was detained in 
December, and was the youngest 
terror suspect to be held under 
the country’s Internal Security 
Act, it added. The department 
said its investigation had found 
that the boy was working alone 
and had planned to strike two 
mosques near his home on 
March 15, the second anniversary 
of the Christchurch attack.

Health workers first to receive
COVID-19 vaccine in Nepal
AP — KATHMANDU

Thousands of health workers 
lined up across Nepal to get the 
coronavirus vaccine yesterday 
as the Himalayan nation began 
a three-month vaccination 
campaign.

At the Tribhuvan University 
Teaching Hospital in Kath-
mandu, doctors were encour-
aging hesitant colleagues to get 
the vaccine.

“We have to initiate this. If 
we will not take, then who will 
take this vaccine? We can’t say 
we will not take this as we are 

doctors,” said Dr. Poonam 
Sharma.

Hospital director Dr. Dinesh 
Kafle said 300 staffers were set 
to get the vaccine yesterday and 
the remaining 2,000 within a 
week. Nepal received as a gift 
from neighboring India 1 million 
doses of the AstraZeneca-
Oxford University vaccine man-
ufactured under license by the 
Serum Institute of India.

It’s aiming to get 72% of its 
30 million people vaccinated 
within three months and is 
making the two-dose vaccine 
free to citizens.

On the first day, 12,000 
doctors, nurses, custodians, 
ambulance drivers and other 
health workers will be vacci-
nated, with the number 
increasing in the next few days, 
Health Minister Hridayesh Tri-
pathi said. The 120 vaccination 
centres in use will be doubled.

It plans to vaccinate 
430,000 health workers in the 
next 10 days before expanding 
the campaign and is working to 
get more shipments. Nepal has 
reported 270,092 cases of coro-
navirus infection and 2,017 
deaths from COVID-19.

A health worker receives COVID-19 vaccination in Kathmandu, yesterday.

Bangladesh to shift more Rohingya to island
REUTERS — DHAKA

Bangladesh will move 2,000-
3,000 more Rohingya Muslim 
refugees to a remote island in the 
Bay of Bengal this week, a navy 
officer said yesterday, despite 
complaints by rights groups 
concerned about the site’s 
vulnerability to storms and 
flooding.

Bangladesh has relocated 
about 3,500 of the refugees from 
neighbouring Myanmar to 

Bhasan Char island since early 
December from border camps 
where a million live in ram-
shackle huts perched on razed 
hillsides. 

Bhasan Char emerged from 
the sea only two decades ago and 
is several hours by boat from the 
nearest port at Chittagong. The 
Rohingya, a minority group who 
fled violence in Buddhist-
majority Myanmar, are not 
allowed to move off the island 
without government permission. 

“Most probably, they will be 
taken to Chittagong tomorrow 
and the next day, they will be 
sent to Bhasan Char from there,” 
Navy Commodore Abdullah Al 
Mamun Chowdhury said. 

“Last time, we had prepara-
tions for 700 to 1,000 but finally 
more than 1,800 Rohingya 
moved there. People who moved 
earlier are calling their relatives 
and friends to go there. That’s 
why more people are going 
there.” 

Australia records 10th day 
of no local virus cases
REUTERS — SYDNEY

Australia recorded a 10th 
straight day of no new local 
COVID-19 cases yesterday, 
allowing its most populous 
state of New South Wales 
(NSW) to relax coronavirus 
restrictions after controlling a 
fast-spreading cluster.

NSW has recorded no local 
cases for 10 days after low 
single digit numbers earlier in 
January. Victoria state, which 
is hosting the Australia Open 
tennis tournament, has gone 
three weeks without a local 
case.

Federal Health Minister 
Greg Hunt tweeted yesterday 
marked the 10th day of no 
community transmission of 
COVID-19 Australia wide, 
adding the country’s success 
comes at a time when global 
coronavirus cases have crossed 
100 million with the death toll 
surpassing 2 million.

Australia has recorded 

more than 22,000 local cases 
since the pandemic began and 
909 deaths.

The COVID-free run 
allowed NSW Premier Gladys 
Berejiklien to ease coronavirus 
restrictions from today, 
including relaxing rules around 
mask wearing and increasing 
numbers in house parties, wed-
dings, funerals and places of 
worship.

The restrictions had kicked 
in late last year to successfully 
curb virus clusters in Sydney’s 
northern beaches and western 
suburbs. 

The outbreaks saw other 
states and territories close 
borders or restrict travel from 
NSW.

Berejiklien hinted that 
restrictions would be eased 
further in two weeks if there 
were no further cases, adding 
she was “striking the right 
balance” between economic 
growth and virus control.

Indonesia 
volcano 
unleashes 
river of lava
AP — YOGYAKARTA

Indonesia’s most active volcano 
erupted yesterday with a river 
of lava and searing gas clouds 
flowing 3,000 metres down its 
slopes. No casualties were 
reported.

The sounds of the eruption 
could be heard 30km away, 
officials said. It was Mount Mer-
api’s biggest lava flow since 
authorities raised its danger 
level in November, said Hanik 
Humaida, the head of 
Yogyakarta’s Volcanology and 
Geological Hazard Mitigation 
Center.

She said the volcano’s lava 
dome is growing rapidly, 
causing hot lava and gas clouds 
to flow down its slopes.

After morning rain, the 
ashfall turned into muck in 
several villages. More than 150 
people, mostly elderly, living 
within 5 kilometers (3 miles) of 
the crater were evacuated to 
barracks set up for displaced 
people. Authorities in November 
had evacuated nearly 2,000 
people living on the mountain 
in Magelang and Sleman dis-
tricts but most have since 
returned.

The alert is being main-
tained at the second-highest 
level and authorities told people 
to stay out of an existing danger 
zone around the crater.

The 2,968-metre volcano is 
on densely populated Java 
island near the ancient city of 
Yogyakarta. It is the most active 
of dozens of Indonesian 
volcanoes.

In a broadcast carried on 

the government’s 

website, Prime Minister 

Prayuth Chan-ocha  

apologised for not 

solving COVID-19 related 

problems as fast as the 

public had demanded.

India: Farmers call off march 
to Parliament after violence
REUTERS — NEW DELHI

Indian farmers yesterday post-
poned a march to parliament 
on February 1, the day of the 
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  b u d g e t 
announcement, following 
violent clashes with police a 
day earlier that left one person 
dead and hundreds injured.

Tens of thousands of 
farmers have been camped on 
the outskirts of New Delhi for 
two months to protest against 
reforms of the agriculture 
sector, which they say benefit 
big private buyers at the 
expense of growers.

On Tuesday, a protest 
parade of tractors around the 
fringes of the capital to 
coincide with Republic Day 
celebrations turned into chaos 
when some farmers diverged 
from agreed routes and broke 
through barricades.

Samyukt Kisan Morcha, the 
group of farm unions organ-
ising the protests, condemned 
the violence which saw pro-
testers - some carrying 

ceremonial swords - storm into 
the historic Red Fort complex 
as police used tear gas and 
batons to constrain them.

It said yesterday the unions 
would hold rallies and a 
hunger strike on Saturday but 
there would be no planned 
events on Monday, when 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman is due to present the 
annual budget.

“Our march to Parliament 
has been postponed,” farm 
leader Balbir Rajewal told a 
news conference. “(But) our 
movement will go on.” At a 
separate news conference, 
Delhi’s chief of police SN 
Srivastava said 394 police 
officers and constables had 
been injured in the violence.

“The violence occurred 
because terms and conditions 
were not followed,” he said. 
“Farmer leaders were involved 
in the violence.” 

More than 25 criminal cases 
had been filed, with 19 arrests 
and 50 people detained to date, 
Srivastava added.
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Xi says ‘patriots’ should govern Hong Kong
BLOOMBERG — BEIJING

Chinese President Xi Jinping has 
said Hong Kong should be 
governed by “patriots” in 
comments that come just weeks 
after more than 50 opposition 
politicians and activists were 
arrested using the city’s new 
Beijing-drafted national security 
law.

China’s leader made the 
statement in a video conference 
with Hong Kong Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam yesterday, according 
to state broadcaster CCTV.

“To ensure the steady and 

lasting implementation of ‘one 
country, two systems,’ Hong 
Kong must always be governed 
by patriots,” Xi said in his con-
versation with Lam. 

“This is the fundamental 
principle that bears on China’s 
sovereignty, security and devel-
opment interests, as well as 
Hong Kong’s long-term pros-
perity and stability.” 

The comments from Xi 
underscore Beijing’s consistent 
message that Hong Kong’s law-
makers and civil servants need 
to be patriotic. 

Earlier this month, the Hong 

Kong government said all civil 
servants appointed before July 
1, 2020, would be asked to sign 

a declaration they would uphold 
the city’s mini-constitution.

In recent months, Chinese 
authorities have tried to purge 
pro-democracy activists from 
Hong Kong’s Legislative Council, 
fuelling condemnation by 
foreign governments including 
the US.

In November, China’s top 
legislative body, the National 
People’s Congress Standing 
Committee, passed a measure 
allowing Hong Kong’s gov-
ernment to oust elected politi-
cians deemed insufficiently 
patriotic. The government 

immediately expelled four law-
makers, triggering the mass res-
ignation of more than a dozen 
opposition politicians.

Xi told Lam that it’s “only 
when Hong Kong is governed 
by patriots” that “various deep-
rooted problems can be effec-
tively resolved, and Hong Kong 
can achieve lasting peace and 
stability.” 

According to the report, Xi 
also asked Lam to convey his 
condolences to relevant Hong 
Kong government officials that 
the US government has targeted 
for “unreasonable sanctions.”

South Korea reports big jump in COVID-19 cases
REUTERS — SEOUL

South Korean authorities were 
scrambling yesterday to contain 
coronavirus outbreaks centred 
around Christian schools as the 
country reported a jump in infec-
tions, dampening hopes of a 
speedy exit from a third wave of 
the pandemic.

A total of 297 COVID-19 cases 
had been traced to six churches 
and mission schools run by a 
Christian organisation, senior 
health official Yoon Tae-ho told 

a briefing. More than 100 cases 
were confirmed overnight among 
people linked to a church and its 
mission school in Gwangju, about 
270kms south of Seoul, officials 
said. Another 171 cases had been 
linked to an affiliated school in 
the city of Daejeon since January 
17.

The Korea Disease Control 
and Prevention Agency (KDCA) 
said the Daejeon mission school 
outbreak appeared to have been 
spreading for some time before 
it was detected.

The Christian organisation 
responsible for the facilities, 
International Mission, was 
ordered to test everyone linked 
to 32 of its 40 schools and 
churches around the country.

The group apologised for not 
taking early measures to prevent 
the outbreak. It said that while 
some infected students may have 
been asymptomatic it had also 
failed to require students with 
cold-like symptoms to get tested.

“We deeply apologise for not 
responding earlier and for 

thinking the students could have 
had a cold when a student first 
developed fever,” it said in a 
statement. The organisation said 
it would submit a full list of stu-
dents and staff in its schools 
nationwide. 

Prime Minister Chung Sye-
kyun called on people affiliated 
with the affected facilities to get 
tested. 

“The key is speed. I call on the 
authorities and local govern-
ments to make all-out efforts to 
identify related facilities and 

prevent further transmission,” 
Chung told a government 
briefing.

The KDCA reported 559 new 
cases as of midnight on Tuesday, 
up from 354 a day before, 
bringing the national tally to 
76,429 infections with 1,378 
deaths.

South Korea had managed to 
keep the virus under control 
thanks to aggressive testing and 
contact-tracing, but a third wave 
that broke out late last year has 
proven more difficult to contain.

Hong Kong lifts second
lockdown in Kowloon
BLOOMBERG — HONG KONG

Hong Kong lifted a second neigh-
borhood lockdown in part of the 
densely-populated Kowloon area 
after the city completed a round 
of virus testing aimed at 
containing a winter wave of 
coronavirus cases.

The government tested about 
330 people and found one con-
firmed case, it said in a statement, 
after the roughly 12 hour 
lockdown of a small part of Kow-
loon’s Yau Ma Tei neighborhood 
that started at 7pm local time on 
Tuesday.

The zone is near where a tar-
geted, two-day lockdown took 
place over the weekend that 
tested about 7,000 people. That 
operation, which involved scores 
of government workers wearing 
full protective equipment, was 
Hong Kong’s first such move 
since the global pandemic began.

“The operation last night was 
successful,” Chief Secretary 
Matthew Cheung, Hong Kong’s 
No. 2 official, said on the sidelines 
of a Legislative Council meeting 
yesterday. This style of operation 

— “surprise, quick and targeted” 
— will be used more often in the 
future, he said.

The city is expected to report 
more than 60 confirmed coro-
navirus cases yesterday, local 
media including Cable TV and 
Hong Kong Economic Times 
reported. It found 64 cases 
Tuesday, a third among them 
untraceable.

Social Distancing The city has 
generally deployed a mix of social 
distancing measures ranging 
from public gathering bans and 
shortened business hours, to the 
temporary closure of businesses 
deemed high risk like gyms and 
bars.

The government had earlier 
warned that it would implement 
such lockdowns as needed in 
order to battle the fourth wave 
of COVID-19 cases in the city.

“In the control of infectious 
diseases, we cannot underes-
timate any source of infection,” 
Chief Executive Carrie Lam said 
in a Facebook post yesterday 
morning. “The government’s next 
goal is to make good use of anti-
epidemic tools to get ahead of the 

infection in the community and 
gradually achieve ‘zero cases’.” 
The ultra-dense city of 7.5 million 
-- which was scarred by the 
severe acute respiratory syn-
drome, or SARS, outbreak in the 
early 2000s — has just over 
10,000 total coronavirus cases 

and 172 deaths since the pan-
demic began.

However, there has been 
growing frustration about the 
sometimes erratic nature of the 
virus measures, which have seen 
certain businesses and schools 
shuttered for months on end, 

sometimes with little warning.
The government has argued 

that such flexible measures avoid 
the need for lengthy, draconian 
lockdowns, which officials view 
as impractical in a city of tiny 
apartments, some of which lack 
full kitchens and bathrooms.

Malaysia court
releases PIA’s
grounded plane

REUTERS — KUALA LUMPUR

A Malaysian court ordered 
yesterday the immediate 
release of a Pakistan Inter-
national Airlines (PIA) plane 
detained in the Southeast 
Asian nation nearly two 
weeks ago over a British 
court case about its lease.

Malaysia seized the 
Boeing 777 aircraft on Jan. 15 
after a court allowed an 
application by lessor Per-
egrine Aviation Charlie 
Limited to keep it grounded 
until the result of a $14-
million lease dispute with PIA 
in Britain.

The Kuala Lumpur High 
Court ordered the release 
after both sides said they had 
reached an amicable set-
tlement of the dispute, 
involving two planes leased 
to PIA, a lawyer for the airline 
said.

“Peregrine has agreed to 
withdraw its suit against 
Pakistan International Air-
lines Corp (PIAC) and for the 
injunction orders to be set 
aside,” said its lawyer, Kwan 
Will Sen.

“With this, the two Boeing 
aircraft operated by PIAC 
would be released with 
immediate effect.” 

Pakistan’s  national 
carrier is now readying a 
crew for the plane to resume 
a passenger flight home by 
tomorrow, its spokesman, 
Abdullah Khan, said.

The two jets, leased in 
2015 by Dublin-based 
AerCap, the world’s largest 
aircraft lessor, are part of a 
fleet it sold to Peregrine Avi-
ation Co Ltd, an investment 
unit of NCB Capital, the bro-
kerage arm of National Com-
mercial Bank SJSC, in 2018.

Newly found Fukushima plant contamination may delay cleanup

AP — TOKYO

A draft investigation report into 
the 2011 Fukushima nuclear 
meltdown, adopted by Japanese 
nuclear regulators yesterday, 
says it has detected dangerously 
high levels of radioactive 
contamination at two of the 
three reactors, adding to 
concerns about decommis-
sioning challenges.

The interim report said data 
collected by investigators 
showed that the sealing plugs 
sitting atop the No. 2 and 3 
reactor containment vessels 

were as fatally contaminated 
as nuclear fuel debris that had 
melted and fell to the bottom of 
the reactors following the 
March 2011 tsunami and 
earthquake.

The experts said the bottom 
of the sealed plug, a triple-
layered concrete disc-shaped 
lid 12 meters (39 feet) in 
diameter sitting atop the 
primary containment vessel, is 
coated with high levels of radi-
oactive Cesium 137.

The No. 1 reactor lid was 
less contaminated, presumably 
because the plug was slightly 

knocked out of place and dis-
figured due to the impact of the 
hydrogen explosion, the report 
said.

The experts measured radi-
ation levels at multiple locations 
inside the three reactor 
buildings, and examined how 
radioactive materials moved 
and safety equipment func-
tioned during the accident. They 
also said venting attempt at Unit 
2 to prevent reactor damage 
never worked, and that safety 
measures and equipment 
designs still need to be 
examined.

The lid contamination does 
not affect the environment as 
the containment vessels are 
enclosed inside the reactor 
buildings. The report did not 
give further details about if or 
how the lid contamination 
would affect the decommis-
sioning progress. Nuclear Reg-
ulation Commission Chairman 
Toyoshi Fuketa called the 
findings “extremely serious” 
and said they would make 
melted fuel removal “more dif-
ficult.” He said figuring out how 
to remove the lids would be a 
major challenge.

Passengers wearing masks and face shields for protection against coronavirus disease sit between 
plastic barriers inside a jeepney in Makati City, Metro Manila, Philippines,  yesterday.

Virus precautions

China seeks details about
25 crew of tanker 
seized by Indonesia
REUTERS — BEIJING

China said yesterday it was 
seeking details about 25 of its 
nationals who were among 61 
crew on two supertankers 
seized by Indonesia on 
suspicion of illegally trans-
ferring oil.

Indonesia said on Sunday 
it had seized the vessels after 
they were detected making the 
transfer from Iranian-flagged 
MT Horse to Panamanian-
flagged MT Freya, causing an 
oil spill.

The Indonesian authorities 
said the seizure was not related 
to US sanctions, which Wash-
ington imposed in a bid to shut 
off Iran’s oil exports in a dispute 
over Tehran’s nuclear 
programme.

The MT Horse, owned by 
the National Iranian Tanker 
Company, and MT Freya, 
managed by Shanghai Future 
Ship Management Co, were 
detected off Indonesia’s Kali-
mantan island.

China’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian said 25 
of the crew members were 
Chinese, without saying 
whether the crew were all on 
one vessel or split between 
both.

“Our embassy has 
expressed concern to Indo-
nesia,” Zhao said. “We urged 
them to verify the situation 
about the Chinese seamen as 
soon as possible and inform us 
formally.” He said China called 

on Indonesia to conduct an 
investigation “fairly and in 
accordance with the law”.

Indonesian Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Teuku 
Faizasyah, told Reuters there 
had been “initial communi-
cation” with China and Iran, 
and said further discussion 
would depend on results from 
the investigation.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry said 
on Monday the seizure of its 
tanker was over a technical 
issue and that it had asked 
Indonesia to provide more 
details. Iran has been accused 
of seeking to conceal the des-
tination of its oil sales by disa-
bling tracking systems on its 
tankers.

The Indonesian authorities 
said the ships concealed their 
identity by not showing 
national flags, turning off auto-
matic identification systems 
and failing to respond to a radio 
call. The International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) requires 
ships to use transponders for 
safety and transparency. Crews 
can turn off devices if there is 
a danger of piracy or similar 
hazards.

“We welcome the Indo-
nesian Coast Guard efforts to 
counter illicit maritime 
activity,” a US embassy 
spokesman in Jakarta told 
Reuters, saying Washington 
supported efforts to ensure IMO 
standards for safety and envi-
ronmental compliance were 
upheld.

Communist Party 

chief in Vietnam 

nominated for 

re-election

REUTERS — HANOI

Nguyen Phu Trong, Vietnam’s 
ruling Communist Party chief, 
has been nominated for a rare 
third term, a Party official said, 
according to several state media 
articles that were published 
yesterday then subsequently 
amended, removing the 
comments.

On Monday, more than 
1,600 delegates began nine days 
of mostly closed-doors 
meetings at the Party’s five-
yearly Congress, during which 
a new leadership team will be 
picked to bolster Vietnam’s 
ongoing economic success - and 
the legitimacy of the Party’s rule.

Trong, 76, who is also Viet-
nam’s president and architect 
of its anti-corruption campaign, 
had been widely tipped to con-
tinue as party chief despite 
health issues and old age - 
which should technically dis-
qualify him for the position, 
although “special case” excep-
tions are granted.

The articles all quoted del-
egate Hau A Lenh, a member of 
the party’s Central Committee, 
and were published and later 
amended to remove references 
to Trong’s nomination.

The Communist Party 
retains tight control over media 
in Vietnam and candidates for 
leadership posts were last 
month officially declared top 
secret.

  Earlier this month, the 

Hong Kong government 

said all civil servants 

appointed before July 1, 

2020, would be asked to 

sign a declaration they 

would uphold the city’s 

mini-constitution.

Health workers wearing personal protective equipment arrive in the locked down part of Yau Ma Tei 
residential area to contain a new outbreak of coronavirus disease, in Hong Kong.
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European Commissioner in charge of 
Health, Stella Kyriakides, addressing a 
conference on AstraZeneca vaccines at 
EU headquarters in Brussels, yesterday. 

Night curfew not slowing
infections, says France 
REUTERS — PARIS

A nightly curfew is failing to 
slow the spread of coronavirus 
infections in France and tighter 
curbs are under consideration, 
government spokesman 
Gabriel Attal said yesterday.

A curfew runs from 6 pm 
until 6 am every night but Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron is 
under pressure to impose a 
third national lockdown since 
the crisis began almost a year 
ago as data shows another 
increase in hospitalisations and 
deaths. “The data shows that at 
this time the curfew is not 
putting enough of a brake on 
the spread of the virus,” Attal 
told a news conference after 
Macron chaired a cabinet 
meeting.

Scenarios being discussed 
range from a very strict 
lockdown to maintaining the 
status quo, Attal said. It was 
unlikely no action would be 
taken, he said.

Restaurants, museums and 
ski resorts are closed in France 
but schools are still open. Shops 
remain open but with restric-
tions on the numbers allowed 
inside.

Macron is likely to wait 
until Saturday, two weeks after 
the curfew was lengthened, 
before deciding on the next step 
and is concerned that more 
curbs on public freedoms may 
trigger acts of civil disobe-
dience, a government official 
said. Public opinion is split. An 

opinion poll yesterday showed 
52% of French people opposed 
another tough lockdown.

In the Mediterranean city 
of Nice, diners crowded into 
one brasserie which opened for 
lunch in defiance of COVID-19 
rules, serving gnocchi and beef 
ragout. Seated at tables, patrons 
sung ‘Bella Ciao’, an Italian 
folksong later associated with 
the anti-fascist resistance 
movement. The restaurant 
owner was summoned to a 
police station.

During its first lockdown 
last spring, France closed all 
schools and universities and 
prohibited citizens from leaving 
their homes other than to buy 
groceries, carry out essential 
work, seek medical attention 
or exercise. Schools remained 
open during a less stringent 
confinement in the autumn.

The government’s top sci-
entific adviser, Jean-Francois 
Delfraissy, said on Sunday a 
new lockdown was necessary 
but that it was for politicians to 
decide how tough to make it.

Failure to impose another 
lockdown would result in a 
very difficult March as a more 
contagious variant first 
detected in Britain becomes 
increasingly prevalent in 
France, Delfraissy said.

The daily number of hospi-
talisations reached an eight-
week high of 27,041 on 
Tuesday. The COVID-19 death 
toll rose by 612 to 74,106, the 
world’s seventh highest. 

Enforcement agents dismantle a makeshift camp of Extinction Rebellion activists who demonstrate on 
a tree in Euston Square Gardens, to protest against the HS2 high-speed railway in London, yesterday. 

UN experts fault Italy over migrant drownings
AP — GENEVA 

Independent human rights 
experts who work with the 
United Nations say Italy failed 
to protect the “right to life” of 
over 200 migrants who died 
when the boat they were on 
sank in the Mediterranean Sea 
over seven years ago, The 
Human Rights Committee also 
called on Italian authorities to 
“proceed with an independent 
and timely investigation and to 
prosecute those responsible” for 
the deaths.

The boat departed from 

Libya on October 10, 2013 car-
rying some 400 people, mostly 
Syrians. In a decision published 
yesterday, the committee said 
Italy “failed to respond 
promptly” to distress calls after 
the vessel was shot “by a boat 
flying a Berber flag in interna-
tional waters” some 113km south 
of the Italian island of 
Lampedusa.

The committee of 18 experts 
says distress calls to Italian 
authorities were redirected to 
Malta, which was some 218 km 
away. By the time a Maltese 
patrol boat arrived the boat had 

capsized. More than 200 people, 
including 60 children, drowned.

Committee member Helene 
Tigroudja called it a “complex 
case” since the migrants’ boat 
was in international waters 
within Malta’s search and rescue 
zone, but she said a timely 
response might have averted the 
tragedy.

“Had the Italian authorities 
immediately directed its naval 
ship and coast guard boats after 
the distress calls, the rescue 
would have reached the vessel 
at the latest two hours before it 
sank,” Tigroudja said.

Johnson hopes schools in England can reopen on March 8
AP — LONDON 

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson indicated yesterday 
that the coronavirus lockdown 
in England will remain in place 
until at least March 8 as he ruled 
out any imminent return to 
school for most students.

In a statement to law-
makers, Johnson also confirmed 
new restrictions for travellers 
arriving in England from coun-
tries deemed to be high-risk. He 
said the UK remains in a “per-
ilous situation” with more than 
37,000 patients hospitalised 
with COVID-19, nearly double 
the number during the coun-

try’s previous peak in April.
While dashing any hopes 

that students would return to 
classrooms after a mid-Feb-
ruary school break, Johnson 
said the March 8 aspiration is 
based on progress on the vac-
cination front.

“The first sign of normality 
beginning to return should be 
pupils going back to their class-
rooms,” he said.

England’s schools are cur-
rently closed to all students bar 
those deemed to be vulnerable 
and children of key workers, 
such as doctors and delivery 
drivers. Schools are also closed 
in the other nations of the UK 

— Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland.

Johnson said he hoped that 
by mid-February, much more 
will be known about the effect 
of vaccines in preventing hos-
pital admissions and deaths, 
and the government plans to 
publish a plan for the “gradual 
and phased” easing of the 
lockdown in the week com-
mencing February 22.

“If we achieve our target of 
vaccinating everyone in the four 
most vulnerable groups with 
their first dose by Feb. 15, and 
every passing day sees more 
progress towards that goal, then 
those groups will have 

developed immunity from the 
virus about three weeks later, 
that is, by March 8,” Johnson 
said.

Because the government 
has consistently said schools 
would be the first part of society 
to reopen from lockdown, John-
son’s announcement clearly 
points to shops selling non-
essential items and pubs and 
restaurants remaining closed 
for even longer.

Johnson also set out tougher 
measures to prevent the arrival 
of new variants of the corona-
virus into England, confirming 
plans for a 10-day quarantine 
i n  h o t e l s  o r 

other government-provided 
accommodation for travelers 
from high-risk countries. He 
said discussions are taking 
place for the restrictions to 
apply in the other UK nations, 
too.

On Tuesday, the UK became 
the fifth country in the world to 
record more than 100,000 
coronavirus-related deaths. The 
UK is the smallest country to 
breach that threshold, and it has 
one of the world’s worst 
COVID-19-related mortality 
rates.

Johnson has also come 
under renewed fire for his han-
dling of the pandemic. 

A camp set up by the Spanish government to house migrants in Gran Canaria, Spain, on Tuesday. 

Spain opens migrant camps in Canaries
REUTERS — GRAN CANARIA, SPAIN

Spain is launching a new 
migration policy in the Canary 
Islands, opening camps for 
undocumented migrants in a 
sign that it expects a significant 
influx of new arrivals, while it 
largely refuses to transfer them 
to the mainland.

After a huge jump in arrivals 
from Morocco and sub-Saharan 
Africa last year sparked tensions 
in the archipelago, authorities 
have started to move some 
migrants to tents in two camps 
on Gran Canaria.

Four more will be opened in 
mid-February on Gran Canaria, 
Tenerife and Fuerteventura 
islands for up to 7,000 migrants.

They mostly comprise 

outdoor tents in unused military 
facilities where people can enter 
and leave freely, and are meant 
to house migrants pending 
extradition or having their inter-
national protection requests 
processed, officials said. The 
tents will be later replaced by 
permanent facilities.

The government says it does 
not want to transfer the migrants 
— who reach the archipelago 
from north or west Africa on 
rickety boats — to mainland 
Spain, because doing so could 
encourage more migrants keen 
to reach Europe.

Txema Santana, spokesman 
of refugees non-profit CEAR, 
criticised this, saying: “Accumu-
lating people in a reception ter-
ritory like the Canaries will 

generate nothing positive for the 
local population or the migrants 
because it complicates their 
access to rights.” The gov-
ernment, he said, was acting too 
late, not coordinating with local 
authorities and not providing 
good enough living conditions 
in the camps.

The Migrations Ministry, 
responsible for the camps, 
declined to comment.

The government has 
repeatedly defended its policy 
while insisting the Canaries 
would not be similar to Greece’s 
Lesbos island where a massive 
overcrowded migrant camp suf-
fered a fire in September.

Around 23,000 migrants 
arrived in the Canaries last year, 
up from 2,687 in 2019.

Italy reports 467 
new virus deaths, 
15,204 cases
REUTERS — ROME

Italy reported 467 corona-
virus-related deaths yesterday, 
down from 541 the day before, 
the health ministry said, while 
the daily tally of new infec-
tions rose to 15,204 from 
10,593.

Some 293,770 tests for 
COVID-19 were carried out in 
the past day, against a pre-
vious 257,034, the health min-
istry said.

Italy has now registered 
86,889 deaths linked to 
COVID-19 since last February, 
the second-highest toll in 
Europe after Britain and the 
sixth-highest in the world. The 
country has reported 2.501 
million cases to date.

Patients in hospital with 
COVID-19 — not including 
those in intensive care — stood 
at 21,161 yesterday, compared 
with 21,355 a day earlier.

There were 115 new admis-
sions to intensive care units, 
against 162 the day before. The 
total number of intensive care 
patients stood at 2,352, down 
from 2,372 on Tuesday.

When Italy’s second wave 
of the epidemic was acceler-
ating quickly in the first half of 
November, hospital admis-
sions were rising by about 
1,000 per day, while intensive 
care occupancy was increasing 
by about 100 per day. 

UK vaccine plant 
evacuated over 
suspect package
REUTERS — WREXHAM, WALES

A factory in Wales that 
produces AstraZeneca’s 
COVID-19 vaccine was 
partially evacuated yesterday  
after it received a suspicious 
package and police said a 
bomb disposal unit was 
dealing with the incident.

Operated by Wockhardt 
UK, the plant provides so-
called fill-and-finish capacity 
for AstraZeneca’s UK supply 
chain, which is the final man-
ufacturing step of putting vac-
cines into vials or syringes and 
packaging them.

Tensions rise as AstraZeneca, EU spar over vaccine delays
AP — BRUSSELS 

The European Union and drugmaker 
AstraZeneca sparred yesterday over a 
delay in coronavirus vaccine deliveries 
as the deepening dispute raises 
concerns about the increasing compe-
tition for limited supplies of shots 
needed to end the pandemic.

AstraZeneca Chief Executive Pascal 
Soriot addressed the dispute for the 
first time, rejecting the EU’s assertion 
that the company was failing to honour 
its commitments. Soriot said vaccine 
delivery figures in AstraZeneca’s con-
tract with the 27-nation bloc were 
targets, not firm commitments, and 
they couldn’t be met because of 
problems in rapidly expanding pro-
duction capacity.

“Our contract is not a contractual 
commitment, it’s a best effort,’’ Soriot 
said in an interview with the Italian 
newspaper La Repubblica. “Basically, 
we said we’re going to try our best, but 
we can’t guarantee we’re going to 
succeed. In fact, getting there, we are 
a little bit delayed.” AstraZeneca said 
last week that it planned to cut initial 

deliveries in the EU to 31 million doses 
from 80 million due to reduced yields 
from its manufacturing process in 
Europe. That drew an angry response 
from the EU, which says it expects the 
company to deliver the full amount on 
time. On Monday, the EU threatened 
to put export controls on all vaccines 
made in its territory.

Stella Kyriakides, the European 
Commissioner for health and food 
safety, rejected Soriot’s explanation for 
the delays, saying that “not being able 
to ensure manufacturing capacity is 
against the letter and spirit of our 
agreement.” A third round of talks in 
as many days aimed at resolving the 
dispute was scheduled to take place 
later yesterday in Brussels.

“I call on AstraZeneca to engage 
fully to rebuild trust, to provide com-
plete information and to live up to its 
contractual, societal and moral obli-
gations,” Kyriakides said at a media 
briefing in Brussels.

The EU, which has 450 million cit-
izens and the economic and political 
clout of the world’s biggest trading 
bloc, is lagging badly behind countries 

like Israel and Britain in rolling out 
coronavirus vaccine shots for its health 
care workers and most vulnerable 
people. That’s despite having over 
400,000 confirmed virus deaths since 
the pandemic began.

The EU has signed deals for six dif-
ferent vaccines, but so far regulators 
have only authorised the use of the 
two, one made by Pfizer and another 
by Moderna. The EU’s drug regulator 
will consider the AstraZeneca vaccine 
tomorrow (Friday).

AstraZeneca is setting up more than 
a dozen regional supply chains 
worldwide to meet regional demand 
for its vaccine. Overall, AstraZeneca 

plans to deliver up to 3 billion doses to 
countries around the world by the end 
of 2021.

However, establishing each facility 
is a complicated process that involves 
training people and ensuring each 
batch of vaccine is safe and effective. 
Sometimes this goes smoothly, but in 

other cases there are problems, Soriot 
said.

There are two basic steps in pro-
ducing the vaccine. The first is a bio-
logical process that involves growing 
cells, which are injected with a virus, 
Soriot said. The second involves 
turning this “drug substance” into the 
final product, filling vials and testing 
each batch of vaccine.

Soriot said AstraZeneca had to 
reduce deliveries to the EU because 
plants in Europe had lower than 
expected yields from the biological 
process used to produce the vaccine. 
This has also happened in other regions 
as AstraZeneca sought to rapidly 
expand production capacity to meet 
demands from countries battling the 
pandemic.

“We’ve also had teething issues like 
this in the UK supply chain,” Soriot said. 
“But the UK contract was signed three 
months before the European vaccine 
deal, so with the UK we have had an 
extra three months to fix all the glitches 
we experienced. As for Europe, we are 
three months behind in fixing those 
glitches.” 

The EU, with 450 million citizens 

and the world’s biggest trading 

bloc, is lagging badly behind 

countries like Israel and Britain in 

rolling out coronavirus vaccine 

shots. 

Protesters evicted from London park
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EU steps up legal 
action against Poland 
over judicial system
REUTERS — BRUSSELS

The European Commission 
stepped up legal proceedings 
against Poland yesterday to 
protect the independence of the 
country’s judges, giving the 
government in Warsaw one 
month to respond before suing 
it in the European Union’s top 
court.

The step is one of several 
gradual actions the EU executive 
has taken to protect the Polish 
judicial system from political 
interference by the ruling euro-
sceptic and nationalist Law and 
Justice (PiS) party since it 
returned to power in 2015.

To discipline judges, the 
ruling party has created a new 
chamber in Poland’s supreme 
court, which was suspended by 
the EU’s top court pending a 
ruling on its independence 
from politicians. But the 
chamber has continued to 
operate.

“The Commission considers 
that Poland violates EU law by 
allowing the Disciplinary 
Chamber of the Supreme Court 
— the independence and 
impartiality of which is not 
guaranteed — to take decisions, 
which have a direct impact on 
judges and the way they 
exercise their function,” the EU 
executive said.

“These matters include 
cases of the lifting of immunity 
of judges with a view to 
bringing criminal proceedings 

against them, and the conse-
quent temporary suspension 
from office and the reduction 
of their salary.”

The Commission said the 
Disciplinary Chamber was also 
deciding on matters related to 
labour law, social security and 
the retirement of Supreme 
Court judges.

It sent an additional rea-
soned opinion to Poland asking 
why the Supreme Court’s Dis-
ciplinary Chamber continues 
to function. Its previous rea-
soned opinion, sent to Warsaw 
last October, did not address 
the Commission’s concerns, it 
said

“Poland has one month to 
reply to this additional rea-
soned opinion and to take the 
necessary measures to comply 
with EU law, otherwise the 
Commission may refer the case 
to the Court of Justice,” the 
Commission said.

Since 2017, Poland has been 
investigated under rule-of-law 
infringement procedure over the 
lack of separation of the judi-
ciary, executive and legislative 
powers, but the process has 
failed to ease the EU’s concerns.  
The EU put Hungary under the 
same infringement procedure 
in 2018. 

The European Commission 
started infringement pro-
ceedings against the gov-
ernment in Warsaw in April, 
and took further steps in 
October and December.

Belgium fears
riots over 
coronavirus 
restrictions
AP — BRUSSELS

Riots in the Netherlands over 
coronavirus restrictions could 
spark similar protests in 
neighbouring Belgium, the 
Belgian interior minister 
warned yesterday as she 
instructed local authorities on 
how to limit the risks that 
protesters will spread the 
virus.

The Netherlands has seen 
been rocked by three suc-
cessive nights of rioting — the 
worst to hit the European 
Union nation in years — that 
began with the torching of a 
coronavirus testing centre in 
a Dutch fishing village on Sat-
urday night. The violence has 
stretched the Dutch police and 
led at times to the deployment 
of military police.

Calls for protests against 
Belgium’s tough lockdown and 
its 9pm curfew have mounted 
on social media.

“The violent demonstrations 
that degenerated in the Neth-
erlands have apparently incited 
certain people to call, also in our 
country, for demonstrations 
against the health measures,” 
Belgian Interior Minister 
Annelies Verlinden’s office said.

The nation of 11 million has 
seen over 20,800 confirmed 
virus deaths. The wearing of 
protective masks is com-
pulsory in Belgium. A night-
time curfew and shopping 
restrictions are in place, and a 
ban on all nonessential travel 
was introduced yesterday until 
at least March, limiting 
movement ahead of next 
month’s school vacations.

Some calls on social media 
backed a protest Sunday at a 
major Brussels landmark, The 
Atomium.

In a letter to Belgian 
mayors, Verlinden said they 
should prevent any demon-
strations held without author-
isation, adding that authorised 
protests can’t involve more 
than 100 people, must respect 
social distancing and mask-
wearing, and must be in one 
place and not involve a march.

She said officials can count 
on police reinforcements if 
needed.

Slovaks take COVID-19 tests to avoid lockdown
REUTERS —  TRENCIN, SLOVAKIA

Slovak physiotherapist Katarina 
Caklosova was ready to close 
shop for two weeks rather than 
heed government requirements 
to undergo a coronavirus test - 
until she found that new rules 
would also ban her from her 
favourite nature walks.

That tipped the balance and 
Caklosova, 50, will join almost 
3 million Slovaks who have 
taken a test to avoid stricter 
lockdown measures kicked in 
yesterday and aimed at curbing 
the number of new COVID-19 
cases.

“This is a farce and unnec-
essary trouble, they are just not 
allowing us to work and 

limiting our life,” she told 
Reuters in the western Slovak 
city of Trencin. “If it were not 
for the brutally low quality of 
our healthcare, we would not 
be in the state we are in today.”

“I was considering not going 
(for a test), because I think it is 
useless, but the government 
order is forcing me.”

Under the new rules to be 
applied until February 7, people 
who cannot show a certificate 
proving they tested negative in 
the previous week or had the 
infection in the past, are barred 
from moving around even for 
work and exercise.

As of Monday evening, 
nearly 2.6 million had taken 
tests that identified 1.18 percent 

carried the virus, Prime Min-
ister Igor Matovic said.

Matovic has hailed the 
move — following two previous 
rounds of nationwide testing 
-as a success, despite oppo-
sition from some Slovaks as 
well as within his own cabinet 
about the merit of the exercise.

To enforce the stricter rules, 
police were randomly checking 
cars coming into Trencin yes-
terday morning, with drivers 
showing their test certificates 
on their phones or on paper.

“I am in favour of this, it just 
takes a little while and does not 
stop me from work, so let there 
be order,” one of the drivers at 
the checkpoint, Miroslav Siko, 
said.    

A police officer checking the negative COVID-19 test certificate of a person inside a car, in Trencin, 
Slovakia, yesterday.

Russian lawmakers approve extension of N-arms pact with US
REUTERS —  MOSCOW

Russia’s parliament yesterday 
approved a five-year extension 
of the New START nuclear arms 
control treaty with the United 
States, which a senior official 
said had been agreed on 
Moscow’s terms at the eleventh 
hour before it expires next 
week.

Signed in 2010, the New 
START (Strategic Arms 
Reduction Treaty) is a corner-
stone of global arms control and 

limits the numbers of strategic 
nuclear warheads, missiles and 
bombers that Russia and the 
United States can deploy.

The White House did not 
immediately confirm a Kremlin 
announcement on Tuesday of 
a deal to extend the treaty but 
said new President Joe Biden 
and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin had discussed the issue 
by telephone and agreed that 
their teams work urgently to 
complete the pact by February 
5, the expiry date.

Both Russia’s lower and 
upper houses of parliament, the 
State Duma and Federation 
Council, rushed through votes 
yesterday to approve the 
extension of the last major pact 
of its kind between the two 
nuclear powers.

“The essence of the 
agreement is to extend it for five 
years, as it was signed, without 
any changes,” Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergei Ryabkov told 
the Duma.

The next step is expected to 

be President Vladimir Putin 
signing the legislation.

Ryabkov said the treaty 
would be formally extended 
once Russia and the United 
States had exchanged diplo-
matic notes after completing all 
their respective domestic 
procedures.

He said the extension had 
been agreed “on our terms”, the 
TASS news agency reported.

Moscow and Washington 
had failed to agree an extension 
under former US President 

Donald Trump, whose admin-
istration had wanted to attach 
conditions to a renewal that 
Moscow rejected.

Konstantin Kosachev, 
chairman of the international 
affairs committee of the Feder-
ation Council, described it as a 
good treaty that ensured Rus-
sia’s national security. “If the 
treaty had not been extended, 
ceilings and quantitative limits 
would have disappeared, which 
would open the opportunity for 
an arms race,” he said.

World risks sliding deeper
into instability: Putin
AP — MOSCOW

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
warned yesterday that the world risks 
sliding deeper into instability as the 
coronavirus pandemic combines with 
global rivalries and other international 
tensions.

Speaking by video link during a 
virtual meeting of the World Economic 
Forum, Putin pointed at growing ine-
quality and unemployment and a rise 
of populism as potential triggers for 
new conflicts that he said could plunge 
the world into a “dark anti-Utopia.”

“The pandemic has exacerbated the 
problems and disbalances that have 
been accumulating,” the Russian leader 
said. “International institutions are 
weakening, regional conflicts are mul-
tiplying and the global security is 
degrading.”

Putin hailed the decision by Russia 
and the United States to extend their 
last nuclear arms control pact as a pos-
itive move, but he added that spiraling 
tensions have come to resemble the 
situation before World War II.

“I strongly hope that such ‘hot’ 
global conflict is impossible now. It 
would mean the end of civilisation,” 

he said. “But the situation may become 
unpredictable and spin out of control. 
There is a real danger that we will face 
a downturn in global development 
fraught with an all-out fight, attempts 
to solve contradictions by searching 
for internal and foreign enemies, and 
the destruction of basic traditional 
values.”

The Russian leader attributed the 
worsening economic situation to a 
Western liberal economic model that 
he said “foments social, racial and 
ethnic intolerance with tensions 
erupting even in countries with seem-
ingly long-established civil and dem-
ocratic institutions.”

The Russian leader pointed to what 

he described as the negative role of 
technology companies that run top 
social networks, charging that they 
have abused their position and tried 
to “control the society, replace legit-
imate democratic institutions and 
usurp an individual’s right to decide 
how to live and what views to express.”

“We have seen it all in the United 
States,” Putin said without 
elaborating.

Putin also claimed that there has 
been “ increasingly aggressive pressure 
on those countries that disagree with 
a role of obedient satellites, the use of 
trade barriers, illegitimate sanctions, 
restrictions in the financial, techno-
logical and information spheres.”

Relations between Russia and the 
West have sunk to post-Cold War lows 
after Moscow’s annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimea in 2014, Russia’s meddling in 
the US elections and recently, the poi-
soning and the subsequent arrest of 
Russian opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny.

“The era marked by attempts to 
create a centralised unipolar global 
order is over now,” Putin said in an 
apparent reference to the perceived 
global domination of the US.

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin attending a video conference during the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) of the Davos Agenda, in Moscow, yesterday. 

Putin pointed at 
growing inequality and 
unemployment and a rise 
of populism as potential 
triggers for new conflicts 
that he said could plunge 
the world into a “dark 
anti-Utopia.”

 

European police dismantle world’s ‘most dangerous’ malware
REUTERS & AP — THE HAGUE

International law enforcement 
agencies said yesterday that 
they had dismantled a criminal 
hacking scheme used to steal 
billions of dollars from busi-
nesses and private citizens 
worldwide.

Police in six European 
countries, as well as Canada 
and the United States, com-
pleted a joint operation to take 
control of Internet servers used 

to run and control a malware 
network known as “Emotet,” 
authorities said in a statement.

“Emotet is currently seen 
as the most dangerous malware 
globally,” Germany’s BKA 
federal police agency said in a 
statement. “The smashing of 
the Emotet infrastructure is a 
significant blow against inter-
national organised Internet 
crime.”

Emotet is used by cyber 
criminals to first gain access to 

a victim’s computer before then 
downloading additional mali-
cious software, such as trojans 
designed to steal banking pass-
words or ransomware which 
can lock a computer until an 
extortion fee is paid.

Security experts say 
Emotet’s operators often sell 
access to victims’ computers to 
other hackers, using a 
“malware-as-a-service” 
business model that has made 
them one of the world’s most 

prolific and damaging cyber-
crime groups.

According to German 
police, infections with Emotet 
had caused at least $17.56m of 
damage in their country. Glo-
bally, Emotet-linked damages 
cost about $2.5bn, Ukrainian 
authorities said.

Ukraine’s General Prose-
cutor said police had carried 
out raids in the eastern city of 
Kharkiv to seize computers 
used by the hackers. 

Authorities released photos 
showing piles of bank cards, 
cash and a room festooned 
with tangled computer 
equipment, but did not say if 
any arrests were made.    

Europol said that  law 
enforcement agencies teamed 
up to take down the criminal 
infrastructure from the inside.

“The infected machines of 
victims have been redirected 
towards this law enforcement-
controlled infrastructure,” the 

agency said. “This is a unique 
and new approach to effec-
tively disrupt the activities of 
facilitators of cybercrime.”

The operation was not the 
first time that cybercrime 
fighters have infiltrated illicit 
computer operations, In 2017, 
police shut down the world’s 
leading “darknet” marketplace 
— then Dutch police quietly 
seized a second bazaar to 
amass intelligence on illicit 
drug merchants and buyers.



“America’s leadership 
is needed around the 
world, and we will 
provide it, because 
the world is far 
more likely to solve 
problems and meet 
challenges when 
the United States is 
there,” Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken 
said.
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US warns of heightened 
domestic terrorism threat
AP — WASHINGTON 

The Department of Homeland 
Security issued a national ter-
rorism bulletin yesterday 
warning of the potential for lin-
gering violence from people 
motivated by anti-government 
sentiment after President Joe 
Biden’s election, suggesting the 
January 6 riot at the Capitol this 
month may embolden 
extremists and set for the stage 
for additional attacks.

The department did not cite 
a specific threat, but pointed to 
“a heightened threat envi-
ronment across the United 
States” that it believes “will 
persist” since Biden took office 
on January 20.

“Information suggests that 
some ideologically-motivated 
violent extremists with objec-
tions to the exercise of govern-
mental authority and the pres-
idential transition, as well as 
other perceived grievances 
fueled by false narratives, could 
continue to mobilize to incite 
or commit violence,’’ the bul-
letin said.

It did not mention any ide-
ological or political affiliation, 
instead warning more broadly 
about “individuals frustrated 
with the exercise of govern-
mental authority and the pres-
idential transition, as well as 
other perceived grievances and 
ideological causes fueled by 
false narratives”.

These individuals, DHS 
said, “could continue to 

mobilize a broad range of ide-
ologically-motivated actors to 
incite or commit violence".

It is not uncommon for the 
federal government to warn 
local law enforcement through 
bulletins and advisories about 
the prospect for violence tied 
to a particular date or event, 
such as July 4.

But this particular bulletin, 
issued through the the depart-
ment’s National Terrorism 
Advisory System, is notable 
because it effectively places the 
Biden administration into the 
politically charged debate over 
how to describe or characterize 
acts motivated by political ide-
ology and suggests that it sees vio-
lence aimed at overturning the 
election as akin to terrorism.

The wording of the single-
page document suggests that 
national security officials see a 
connective thread between 
recent violence over the last 
year motivated by anti-gov-
ernment grievances, whether 
over COVID-19 restrictions, the 
2020 election results or police 
use of force. It also singles out 
racially motivated acts of vio-
lence such as the 2019 rampage 
targeting Hispanics in Texas, as 
well as the threat posed by 
extremists motivated by foreign 
terrorist organizations.

The alert was issued by 
acting Homeland Security Sec-
retary David Pekoske. Biden’s 
nominee for the Cabinet post, 
Alejandro Mayorkas, has not 
been confirmed by the Senate.

Blinken pledges to rebuild 
US diplomacy worldwide
AP — WASHINGTON

America’s new top diplomat 
took the helm of the State 
Department yesterday with a 
vow to rebuild the ranks of the 
foreign service and rely on its 
expertise as the Biden admin-
istration tries to restore US 
global standing.

On his first full day in the 
job, Antony Blinken told a coro-
navirus-limited audience of 
employees in the department’s 
main lobby that he values their 
work and commitment. He also 
said that they have a hard road 
ahead with the world watching 
how they will pursue foreign 
policy after four years of former 
President Donald Trump’s 
“America First” doctrine.

President Joe Biden has 
vowed to reverse Trump’s 
approach, which had alienated 
many traditional US allies who 
perceived it as a hardline uni-
lateral approach that left no 
room for negotiation. Blinken 
said that after four years, the 
United States would again 
engage with allies on a recip-
rocal, rather than a purely 
transactional, basis.

“The world is watching us 

intently right now,” Blinken 
said. “They want to know if we 
can heal our nation. They want 
to see whether we will lead with 
the power of our example and 
if we will put a premium on 
diplomacy with our allies and 
partners to meet the great chal-
lenges of our time — like the pan-
demic, climate change, the eco-
nomic crisis, threats to democ-
racies, fights for racial justice and 
the danger to our security and 
global stability posed by our 
rivals and adversaries.” 

Blinken, a 58-year-old 
longtime Biden confidant, was 

confirmed to be the 71st Sec-
retary of State by the Senate on 
Tuesday in a 78-22 vote. A 
former deputy secretary of state 
in the Obama administration, 
Blinken pledged that US lead-
ership is back.

“America’s leadership is 
needed around the world, and 
we will provide it, because the 
world is far more likely to 
solve problems and meet chal-
lenges when the United States 
is there,” he said. “America at 
its best still has a greater 
capacity than any other 
country on earth to mobilize 
others for the greater good.” 

Shortly after being sworn 
in late Tuesday, Blinken hit the 
ground running, making his 
first series of calls to foreign 
minister counterparts in 
neighbours and allied coun-
tries: Canada, Mexico, Japan 
and South Korea.

Blinken inherited a deeply 
demoralized and depleted 
career workforce at the State 
Department. Neither of his two 
immediate predecessors under 
Trump, Rex Tillerson or Mike 
Pompeo, offered strong 
resistance to repeated attempts 
to gut the agency. 

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, with his wife Evan Ryan at his side, is ceremonially sworn in by 
Vice-President Kamala Harris at the White House in Washington, DC, yesterday.

Those were thwarted only 
by congressional intervention.

Blinken said he would 
promote and protect the foreign 
service, which had been sidelined 
during the Trump era, and that 
after four years of atrophy the 
State Department will once again 
play a leading role in America’s 
relations with the world.

“The State Department will be 
central to all this work in the years 
ahead,” he said. “I know you’re 
ready. I am, too. We’re in the arena 
together, and what we do matters. 
Let’s meet this moment - our 

moment - with joy.” 
Blinken also paid tribute to 

the skill and professionalism of 
American diplomats, many of 
whom chafed under the Trump 
administration’s distrust of the 
foreign service.

“One of the great attributes 
of our foreign and civil services 
through history has been your 
nonpartisanship,” he said. “You 
serve Democratic and Repub-
lican presidents alike, because 
you put country over party. All 
we ask is that you serve the 
United States, the Constitution 

and the president to the best of 
your ability. I know you will.” 

Despite promising renewed 
American leadership and an 
emphasis on shoring up strained 
ties with allies in Europe and Asia, 
Blinken, a graduate of Harvard 
University and Columbia Law 
School and a longtime Demo-
cratic foreign policy presence, has 
aligned himself with numerous 
former senior national security 
officials who have called for a 
major reinvestment in American 
diplomacy and renewed 
emphasis on global engagement.

Virus cases, death toll rise in Cuba
REUTERS — HAVANA

Cuba’s death toll from the coro-
navirus reached 200 on 
Tuesday, with authorities 
reporting nearly as many 
deaths so far in January as in 
the six previous months com-
bined, due to an unprecedented 
acceleration in infections.

While Cuba had just a tenth 
of the world average of daily 
infections per capita for much of 
last year, cases have surged since 
the government reopened 
borders in November and 
loosened restrictions on daily life.

The situation in Cuba is now 
much worse than at any other 
point during the pandemic, and 

edging closer to that world 
average. The health ministry 
has reported 54 deaths in 
January so far compared with 
60 in the previous six months, 
with daily infection numbers 
hitting new records on a regular 
basis — 786 on Tuesday — and 
cases spread throughout the 
Caribbean island nation.

Like many countries, Cuba 
suffered the rebound in cases 
after opening borders without 
requiring inbound travellers to 
provide negative coronavirus 
test results. That coincided with 
a diminished sense of risk as its 
outbreak appeared successfully 
contained, not helped by 
authorities holding rallies 

celebrating Cuba’s socialist 
values, analysts say.

Many Cubans who live in 
hard-hit countries like the 
United States and Mexico flew 
over to celebrate Christmas and 
New Year with their relatives 
on the island, failing to quar-
antine properly and infecting 
locals.

The government has since 
brought down infections from 
abroad by requiring travelers 
to present negative coronavirus 
test results. And it has imposed 
a new lockdown with schools 
and restaurants closed 
throughout much of the island 
and cultural and sporting activ-
ities once more suspended.

Deforestation 
soars in Amazon 
forest in 2020, 
analysis finds

REUTERS — BRASILIA

An area the size of Israel was 
deforested in the Amazon 
biome last year as destruction 
surged 21 percent in the region 
spanning nine countries that is 
home to the world’s largest 
rainforest, according to Amazon 
Conservation organization.

A first look at deforestation 
in the full year of 2020 shows 
that roughly 21,000 square kil-
ometers (8,108 square miles) 
of old-growth forest was cut 
or burned down, about the size 
of New Jersey, the US-based 
non-profit group found in its 
analysis of satellite data.

“These numbers are just 
mind-blowing,” said Matt 
Finer, who leads the NGO’s 
Amazon monitoring project. 
The Amazon biome is over-
whelmingly dominated by 
rainforest but includes other 
ecosystems that share a similar 
set of plants and animals. 
Many parts of the Amazon 
experienced drier weather last 
year and were therefore more 
susceptible to fire.

Bolivia accounted for the 
biggest increase in destruction 
compared to 2019 as enormous 
fires tore through its Chiquitano 
dry forests, Finer said. Many 
Bolivians use slash-and-burn 
tactics to clear land for cattle or 
soy, and the fires can get out of 
control and escape into the 
forest in dry conditions.

Bolivia announced a state 
of emergency in October, 
saying that 600 families had 
been affected by the fires. After 
Bolivia, Peru, Colombia and 
Ecuador saw smaller increases 
in deforestation. 

Four Jamaican 
homeless men 
hacked to death

REUTERS — KINGSTON

Jamaican police said on Tuesday 
that they had detained a person 
of interest as part of their inves-
tigation into an attack over the 
weekend on six homeless men 
in Kingston in which four were 
hacked to death and two criti-
cally injured.

While Jamaica has one of 
the highest homicide rates in 
the world, the attack was par-
ticularly grisly. All suffered 
chop wounds to the head and 
the two who survived were in 
a critical state, police said.

“We will spare no effort in 
investigating the heinous and 
barbaric murders of these men 
who are among our society’s 
most vulnerable,” Jamaican 
Prime Minister Andrew Holness 
said.  Over 1,300 people were 
murdered last year in Jamaica.

Chile approves 
AstraZeneca 
vaccine for 
emergency use
REUTERS — SANTIAGO

Chile’s health regulator yes-
terday approved the Astra-
Zeneca-Oxford COVID-19 
vaccine for emergency use 
among its population by a unan-
imous vote of its advisory board. 
The vaccine has previously been 
approved by international reg-
ulators including in the UK, 
South African and Argentina.

The approval from the 
Chilean Public Health Institute 
(ISP) is for use for Chileans 
over the age of 18 and without 
an upper age limit.

Heriberto Garcia, director 
of the Public Health Institute 
(ISP), said the approval of the 
AZ drug — which is also under-
going late-stage human trials in 
Chile — came in addition to 
similar drugs developed by 
Pfizer/BioNtech and Sinovac. 
The country aims to vaccinate 
its at-risk population of 5 
million by the end of March and 
up to 80% of its target popu-
lation in the first half of the year.

Immigration changes too late for deported man
REUTERS — CIUDAD JUAREZ

As US President Joe Biden took 
the oath of office last 
Wednesday, Felipe Ortega sat 
in a van handcuffed and 
chained at the waist and feet, 
headed toward Mexico and the 
end of his 30-year life in the 
United States.

A day earlier, the 58-year-
old grandfather of eight US cit-
izens was on his way to work 
when immigration agents sur-
rounded his car in Midland, 
Texas, just blocks from his 
home. They told Ortega he had 
an outstanding deportation 
order from 15 years ago.

After one sleepless night in 
jail and a long ride to the 
border, Ortega, a Mexican 
national, was sent across the 
international bridge at El Paso in 
Texas around 6:30pm last 
Wednesday. Ortega missed by 
some 24 hours a dramatic policy 
change by the new president that 
could have spared him.

In one of his first acts of 
office, Biden rescinded an exec-
utive order by former President 
Donald Trump that had tar-
geted more immigrants living 
in the country illegally for arrest 

and deportation, including 
those with no criminal records 
like Ortega. The abrupt about-
face on policy shows how, 
without a long-term fix from 
Congress, the fate of millions 
of immigrants can change dra-
matically with the flick of a 
presidential pen.

Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) deported 
more than 185,000 people in 
the 2020 fiscal year, not 
including those quickly expelled 
at the border under a rule 
Trump put in place during the 
coronavirus pandemic.

On Tuesday, January 19, 
Ortega asked border agents 
before he was sent across the 
border if there was anything 
else he could do to continue 
fighting his case, but he says he 
was told no. “I think that what 
they wanted was to kick me out 
before Biden signed what he 
signed,” Ortega told Reuters in 
a series of phone interviews 
after his deportation. 

His wife, Maria Ortega, a US 
permanent resident, and three 
adult daughters, one a U.S. citizen 
and the other two permanent 
residents, drove four hours to 
cross into Ciudad Juarez and 

meet him on the other side. The 
family embraced, weeping.

Ortega returned to Mexico 
for the first time in 30 years to 
find his hometown of El Por-
venir, around an hour south of 
Ciudad Juarez, totally trans-
formed.  Now on a drive around 
the town a couple days after he 
arrived, he saw burned and 
abandoned buildings and few 
people outside, the legacy of 
years of violent clashes between 
rival drug cartels.

Staying with his brother-in-
law - Ortega’s only remaining 

relative in the city - he is trying 
to make himself useful around 
the house by fixing up the 
ageing electrical system and 
other odd jobs. But he had not 
been prepared to live out his 
retirement years in a different 
country than his family.

“Everything is different, I 
am scared to be in my 
hometown,” said Ortega. “I 
don’t know where to begin.” 
Barring changes to immigration 
laws under Biden, there is cur-
rently no clear path for him to 
return.

Felipe Ortega poses for a photo with his daughters and grandchildren 
in Greenwood, Texas, US, in this October 2020 picture.

Lightning in Brasilia
Lightning illuminates the sky above National Congress and Planalto Palace in Brasilia, Brazil, on Tuesday.



“We’ve never fully lived up to the founding 
principles of this nation — to state the obvious 
—  that all people are created equal and 
have a right to be treated equally throughout 
their lives. And it’s time to act now, not only 
because it’s the right thing to do, but because 
if we do we’ll all be better off for it,” Biden 
said in remarks at the White House. 
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Biden takes steps to 
narrow racial divide
REUTERS — WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden said on 
Tuesday that it was “time to act 
now” to heal America’s racial 
divide, taking several steps and 
promising more to confront 
racism and inequality that he 
said has plagued the United 
States for far too long.

Racial tensions simmered 
during the turbulent four-year 
presidency of Donald Trump 
and, in issuing several executive 
orders, Biden said the January 
6 siege of the US Capitol by 
Trump supporters was carried 
out by “thugs, insurrectionists, 
political extremists and white 
supremacists”.

Biden said he believed the 
vast majority of Americans 
believe in equality, however. 
“We’ve never fully lived up to the 
founding principles of this nation 
— to state the obvious —  that all 
people are created equal and 
have a right to be treated equally 
throughout their lives,” Biden 
said in remarks at the White 
House. “And it’s time to act now, 
not only because it’s the right 
thing to do, but because if we do 
we’ll all be better off for it.” 

Biden took executive action 
on four fronts: Curbing the US 
government’s use of private 
prisons, bolstering anti-dis-
crimination enforcement in 

housing, underscoring a com-
mitment to Native American 
tribal sovereignty and con-
demning discrimination against 
Asian Americans and Americans 
of Pacific Island descent that 
has risen during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The Democratic President 
has sought to roll back some of 
the policies of his Republican 
predecessor and deliver on racial 
justice reforms he promised 
during the election campaign. 
Biden and other critics accused 
Trump of pursuing policies built 
around “white grievance” in a 
nation where the white popu-
lation is declining as a percentage 
of the whole.

Biden drew criticism from 
some Republicans when he used 
his inaugural address last week 
to decry white supremacist ide-
ology and political extremism.

“If you read his speech and 
listen to it carefully, much of it 

is thinly veiled innuendo calling 
us white supremacists, calling 
us racists, calling us every name 
in the book,” US Senator Rand 
Paul told Fox News. Black 
voters proved essential to Biden 
first in winning his party’s pres-
idential nomination and then in 
defeating Trump in the 
November 3 election.

The United States, still 
struggling with the legacy of 
slavery, was rocked by protests 
against racism and police bru-
tality in many cities last year in 
response to incidents such as 
the death of Black man George 
Floyd in Minneapolis police 
custody in May 2020.

Trump condemned the pro-
tests and attempted to use them 
to stoke fear and unease among 
voters during the presidential 
campaign. On the day he took 
office last week, Biden signed 
an executive order establishing 
a government-wide initiative 

US President Joe Biden speaks about the fight to contain the coronavirus disease pandemic, at the 
White House in Washington, DC, on Tuesday.

to address racial inequity and 
systemic racism in federal pol-
icies, laws and programs.

On Tuesday, Biden said in 
the coming weeks he would 
reaffirm a federal “commitment 
to diversity, equity and 
inclusion and accessibility”.

“Again, I’m not promising 
we can end it tomorrow, but I 
promise you we’re going to con-
tinue to make progress to elim-
inate systemic racism, and 
every branch of the White 
House and the federal gov-
ernment is going to be part of 
that effort,” Biden said.

Interest groups as diverse 
as the American Civil Liberties 
Union and the US Chamber of 

Commerce praised Biden’s 
moves. Biden said his order 
directing the Justice Department 
not to renew its contracts with 
privately operated criminal 
detention facilities is intended 
to ultimately end the depart-
ment’s use of private prisons.

Biden described the move 
as the first step to “stop corpo-
rations from profiting” from the 
incarceration of inmates, and 
said it was just the start of his 
administration’s plan to address 
systemic problems in the 
criminal justice system.

Biden called for restoring 
and expanding the landmark 
Voting Rights Act, which is 
aimed at protecting minority 

voters, even as many states 
pursue Republican-backed 
measures that Democrats have 
said are intended to suppress 
voting rights. After losing the 
election, Trump made repeated 
and false claims of widespread 
voting fraud and irregularities 
as part of his failed effort to 
overturn Biden’s victory. 

The Biden administration will 
also require the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
to study and counteract the 
racially discriminatory impact of 
previous policies. “Housing is a 
right in America and home own-
ership is an essential tool to 
wealth creation and to be passed 
down to generations,” Biden said. 

US to buy millions more vaccine doses
REUTERS — WASHINGTON

The United States aims to acquire 
an additional 200 million doses 
of COVID-19 vaccines, President 
Joe Biden said on Tuesday, 
enough to inoculate most Amer-
icans by summertime, as he races 
to curb a pandemic he warned 
could still get worse.

Biden’s administration will 
purchase 100 million doses each 
of the vaccines made by Pfizer 
Inc and BioNTech, and Moderna 
Inc, increasing the overall total 
doses to 600 million, with 
delivery expected by summer. 
The previous purchase target was 
400 million doses.

Each vaccine requires two 
doses per person to be fully 
effective, suggesting the new pur-
chases would build up enough of 
a stockpile to inoculate most of 
the country’s 331 million people. 
The vaccines are not approved 
for use by most children.

“This is a wartime effort,” 
Biden said. Pfizer is confident 
it can deliver the extra doses. 
Moderna declined to comment.

Biden said he would hike the 
amount of the vaccine going to 
local governments to 10 million 
doses per week for the next three 
weeks, up from 8.6 million cur-
rently. The news was welcomed 
by governors, who said they 
needed even more doses. 

Considerable challenges 
remain, ranging from faster-
spreading virus variants, 
supply shortages and public 
fears about taking the vaccine. 

Biden’s administration has 
tried to address the latter 
problem by getting senior offi-
cials vaccinated in public.

Vice-President Kamala 
Harris took her second and final 
Moderna-manufactured shot 
on Tuesday at the National 
Institutes of Health.

Biden has asked Congress for 
a $1.9 trillion relief package to 
increase testing and vaccine dis-
tribution, but the proposal has 
been met with Republican 
resistance over the price tag and 
the inclusion of some measures not 

directly related to virus control.
Senate Democrats will 

approve the stimulus even 
without the support of Repub-
licans, Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer said. The adminis-
tration has also faced extensive 
questions after sending mixed 
messages on issues such as 
when the population would be 
fully vaccinated.

On Monday, Biden said he 
believed it was possible to have 
150 million doses of the vaccine 
administered in his first 100 days 
in office, an aspiration his press 

secretary, Jen Psaki, said was not 
an official adjustment of the 
current target of 100 million 
doses. The pandemic, which has 
killed over 420,000 Americans, 
is currently infecting more than 
173,000 people daily and has left 
millions out of work.

“Cases will continue to 
mount,” Biden warned. “We 
didn’t get in this mess overnight. 
It’s going to take months for us 
to turn things around. Let me 
be equally clear: We’re going to 
get through this. We will defeat 
this pandemic.” 

US Vice-President Kamala Harris receives her second dose of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine from 
nurse practitioner Judy Lai Yee Chan at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland, US, 
on Tuesday.

Low COVID-19 spread 
found in schools taking 
safety precautions: Study
REUTERS — NEW YORK

The spread of COVID-19 during 
in-person learning in rural 
Wisconsin where student mask 
wearing was high was signifi-
cantly lower than in the sur-
rounding community, with no 
infections acquired at school 
among staff members, 
according to a US study.

That COVID-19 incidence 
in the 17 elementary through 
high schools was 37 percent 
lower than in the community 
suggests schools could safely 
open with the right precautions 
in place, researchers concluded 
in the report published by US 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).

“Given the findings of our 
data set, with proper precau-
tions such as distancing and 
wearing face coverings, it 
seems that adult school staff 
members are unlikely to con-
tract COVID-19 in the 
classroom,” study author Amy 
Falk, from the Aspirus Hospitals 
and Clinics, said on Tuesday.

CDC scientists in a separate 
article published in JAMA also 
supported the reopening of 
schools provided social dis-
tancing and mask-wearing 
measures are implemented.

While there had been some 
evidence of in-school trans-
mission, “the preponderance 
of available evidence from the 
fall school semester has been 
reassuring,” they said.

“As many schools have reo-
pened for in-person instruction 
in some parts of the US as well 
as internationally, school-
related cases of COVID-19 have 
been reported, but there has 
been little evidence that schools 
have contributed meaningfully 
to increased community trans-

mission,” the CDC said.
In the Wisconsin study, just 

seven of 191 cases (3.7%) iden-
tified among 5,530 students and 
staff members during the period 
of August 31 to November 29, 
2020, were associated with in-
school transmission, all in stu-
dents, researchers reported.

“The absence of identified 
child-to-staff member trans-
mission during the 13-week 
study period suggests in-school 
spread was uncommon,” the 
researchers said, despite up to 
a 40 percent positive COVID-19 
test rate in the surrounding 
county.

Social distancing was 
required and mask-wearing 
was reported at more than 92 
percent. Classes were taught in 
stable cohorts with both lunch 
and classes taking place 
indoors. Lunch took place 
mainly in the cafeteria, in 
assigned cohorted groups for 
ease of contact tracing. But no 
systematic COVID-19 screening 
was conducted in the schools 
or the community.

The researchers found 
widespread virus trans-
mission in the surrounding 
community during the study 
period, with 7 percent to 40 
percent of COVID-19 tests 
from Wood County showing 
positive results.

COVID-19 incidence among 
students and staff members in 
the study translated into 3,453 
cases per 100,000 in schools 
versus 5,466 per 100,000 in the 
wider community.

The schools in the study 
included eight elementary 
schools(grades K-6) with 1,529 
students attending in-person, 
and nine middle or high schools 
(grades 7-12) with 3,347 stu-
dents attending in-person.

US Senate blocks challenge
to Trump impeachment trial
REUTERS — WASHINGTON

Forty-five Senate Republicans 
backed a failed effort on 
Tuesday to halt former Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial, in a show 
of party unity that some cited 
as a clear sign he will not be 
convicted of inciting insur-
rection at the Capitol.

Republican Senator Rand 
Paul made a motion on the 
Senate floor that would have 
required the chamber to vote 
on whether Trump’s trial in 
February violates the US Con-
stitution. The Democratic-led 
Senate blocked the motion in a 
55-45 vote. But only five Repub-
lican lawmakers joined Demo-
crats to reject the move, far short 
of the 17 Republicans who would 
need to vote to convict Trump on 
an impeachment charge that he 
incited the January 6 Capitol 
assault that left five people dead.

“It’s one of the few times in 
Washington where a loss is 
actually a victory,” Paul later told 
reporters. “Forty-five votes 
means the impeachment trial is 
dead on arrival.”  Paul and other 
Republicans contend that the 
proceedings are unconstitutional 
because Trump left office last 
Wednesday and the trial will be 
overseen by Democratic Senator 
Patrick Leahy instead of by US 
Chief Justice John Roberts.

Some Republican senators 
who backed Paul’s motion said 
their vote on Tuesday did not 
indicate how they might come 
down on Trump’s guilt or inno-
cence after a trial. “It’s a totally 
different issue as far as I’m con-
cerned,” Republican Senator Rob 
Portman said. The senators voted 
after being sworn in as jurors for 
the impeachment trial.

Democratic Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, who 
moved to thwart Paul’s motion, 

dismissed the Republican con-
stitutional claim as “flat-out 
wrong” and said it would 
provide “a constitutional get-
out-of-jail-free card” for pres-
idents guilty of misconduct.

There is a debate among 
scholars over whether the 
Senate can hold a trial for 
Trump now that he has left 
office. Many experts have said 
“late impeachment” is consti-
tutional, arguing that presidents 
who engage in misconduct late 
in their terms should not be 
immune from the very process 
set out in the Constitution for 
holding them accountable.

Reaching the two-thirds 
threshold required for con-
viction will be a steep climb. 
Trump remains a powerful 
force among Republicans and 
his supporters have vowed to 
mount election challenges to 
lawmakers in the party who 
support conviction.

A school safety officer greets students as they return to New York 
City’s public schools for in-person learning, amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, at P.S. 506 in Brooklyn, New York, US, in this December 
7, 2020 picture. 

Pete Buttigieg wins 
Senate panel vote 
as Secretary of 
Transportation

REUTERS — WASHINGTON

Pete Buttigieg, a former mayor 
who challenged Joe Biden for the 
2020 Democratic presidential 
nomination, won US Senate 
Commerce Committee approval 
yesterday, 21-3, to head the US 
Transportation Department.

The full Senate will cast a 
final vote as early as this week 
on Buttigieg, the former mayor 
of South Bend, Indiana, who 
will oversee aviation, 
highways, vehicles, pipelines 
and transit as Biden’s secretary 
of transportation.

Biden has proposed $20bn 
in additional government 
assistance to help struggling US 
transit systems. Congress has 
allocated $39bn in emergency 
funding for transit systems, 
including $14bn approved last 
month, and $65bn in gov-
ernment loans and bailouts to 
US passenger airlines. 
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W ALRUWAIS : 16o → 23o 
W ALKHOR : 13o → 24o 
W DUKHAN : 11o → 23o 
W WAKRAH : 11o → 25o 
W MESAIEED : 11o → 25o 
W ABUSAMRA : 13o → 20o

Misty to foggy at places at first 
becomes moderate temperature 
daytime with some clouds and 
relatively cold by night.

Minimum Maximum
18oC  25oC

WEATHER 
TODAY

LOW TIDE  12:32 – 22:42

HIGH TIDE  
04:57 – 15:19
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 PRAYER
TIMINGS

FAJR
SUNRISE

04.59 am 
06.19 am

DHUHR 11.47 am

ISHA 06.47 pm
MAGHRIB
ASR 02.53 pm

05.17 pm

  

You Ask, 
officials answer

My child does not wait 
for his turn in conver-
sations and he changes 

topics abruptly.
A: Your child has difficulty 

with language use (pragmatics). 
Language has three compo-
nents: form, content and use. 
Pragmatics is the use of lan-
guage in social situations. It 
includes what we say, how we 
say and our non-verbal com-
munication like maintaining 
eye contact, facial expressions 
and body language while 
talking. The following are some 
of the pragmatic development 
seen in kids from two years to 
five years. 

From 24 to 36 months, a 
child should stay on topic for 
longer periods of time. He tells 
stories but lacks elements such 
as the right sequence and he 
communicates feelings and 
emotions verbally (instead of 
grabbing objects from others).

From 36 to 48 months, 
children talk about events and 
actions that happened before 
(what they did yesterday). Their 
stories become more organised, 
includes topic and sequenced 
elements.

From 48 to 60 months, 
story narration becomes more 
complex and kids start using 
imagination when talking. They 
repeat their message if 
misunderstood. 

My 3-year-old child 
repeats words when 
talking. Why is it so?

A: It is important to 
find out if it is a normal non-
fluency (typical) or is it non-
typical, high risk for 
stuttering. 

Stuttering is a speech dis-
order in which the smooth flow 
of speech is disrupted. It can be 
developmental, neurogenic or 
psychogenic. Developmental 

stuttering is generally seen 
between the ages of 3 and 8 
years. This occurs during the 
period of extensive speech and 
language development.   Neu-
rogenic stuttering is typically 
as a result of nerve or traumatic 
brain injury. Psychogenic stut-
tering begins suddenly after 
emotional trauma or stress.

Several studies show that 
for most toddlers and pre-
schoolers, speech disruptions 
go away after a short period of 
time (in case of typical dis-
fluency). However, for some 
children, it persists and signs 
of stuttering become more 
o b v i o u s  ( n o n - t y p i c a l 
disfluency). 

A speech language pathol-
ogist can tell you, if your child 
is exhibiting typical disfluencies 
or a non-typical/stuttering 
disfluency. 

My child has problem 
with feeding. What can 
be done?

A: Talk to a speech 
language pathologist. He/she 
will check your child’s oral 
motor skills to find out if the 
structure and functions of the 
articulators are affected and 
what extend. A transdisci-
plinary approach is needed if 
your child’s postural stability is 
affected or has other associated 
conditions.

( If you have any queries, you 
can send it to  
editor@pen.com.qa) 

Answers provided by: Merlin 
Thankam Thomas,
Senior speech and language 
therapist QISH, Doha

Don’t worry, but don’t wait! 
Child Development - Part 2

Sufferers of British variant of virus cough more: Survey
REUTERS — LONDON

People testing positive for the 
new British variant of the coro-
navirus are more likely to report 
coughing, sore throat or fatigue 

as symptoms of COVID-19, but 
are less likely to lose their sense 
of taste or smell, a British survey 
has found.

The variant, identified in 
southeast England in December, 

is thought to be more transmis-
sible, and could also be asso-
ciated with higher mortality, 
though data suggesting 
increased death rates are 
uncertain and not yet strong.

Britain’s Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) said that other 
differences had been observed 
between those with the variant 
from the United Kingdom and 
others with COVID-19.

Sheikh Joaan crowns winners of 
Father Amir Camel Racing Festival
QNA — DOHA

The President of Qatar 
Olympic Committee (QOC), H 
E Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al 
Thani crowned the winners of 
the main ten rounds of the 
annual purebred Arabian 
Camel Festival for the sword 
of H H the Father Amir Sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani.

Organized by the Camel 
Racing Organizing Committee 
within 2020-2021 season at 
Al Shahaniya camel race track, 
the festival witnessed a wide 
participation from camel 
owners in the GCC countries.

Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad 
Al Thani crowned the winners 
of the four main rounds of Al 
Hail and Al Zamoul competi-
tions for the camels of Their 
Excellencies Sheikhs on the 
golden trophies. Al Shaqab’s 
“Teiha” won the Golden Sword 
round, while Al Shahaniya’s 
“Tuwarea” claimed the Golden 
Shelfa title. Al Shahaniya’s 
“Ramz” and Al Mirqab’s 
“Mashkour” won the two 
Golden Daggers.

Sheikh Joaan also crowned 
the winners of the six main 
final rounds of Al Hail and Al 
Zamoul competitions for the 

camels of tribe members on 
the silver trophies. 

Owner of “Naseem” Nasser 
Abdullah Al Misnad won the 
Silver Sword.

Sheikh Joaan awarded 
Mohammed Zayed Al Khay-
areen, owner of “Marmouqa”, 
and Ali Metlea Al Otaibi, 
owner of “Awayed” with the 
Silver Shelfas. Nasser Abdullah 
Al Misnad, owner of “Al 
Mqemaa”, Said Mohammed Al 
Khayareen,  owner of 
“Mebaed”, and Mansour Abdul 
Hadi Al Hajri, owner of “Al 
Wasmi” were awarded the 
Silver Draggers.

Details of Katara International 
Arabian Horse Festival announced
QNA — DOHA

Details of Katara 
International Arabian 
Horse Festival, which 
is organized under the 
patronage of Amir H H 
Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani, were 
announced during a 
press conference 
yesterday.

The first edition of 
the Festival will be 
held on Katara Beach 
from February 2 to 6 
with a wide interna-
tional participation in 
one of the highest 
beauty contests for 
purebred Arabian 
horses, with prizes 
worth QR13m.

The Festival will be held 
amidst COVID-19 precautionary 
measures to ensure the safety of 
the participants and the masses, 
in coordination with the Ministry 
of Public Health.

Competitions are divided into 
three categories - the first for colts 
and fillies of one of age, the 
second for colts and fillies of two 
to three years old, and the third 
for mares and stallions aged 4 
years and above.

Speaking at the press con-
ference, Chairman of the Organ-
izing Committee and General 
Manager of the Cultural Village 
Foundation - Katara Dr. Khalid 
bin Ibrahim Al Sulaiti stressed the 
great significance of the first 
edition of the Katara International 
Arabian Horse Festival as it is 
being held under the patronage 
of Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani.

Dr. Al Sulaiti said that the Fes-
tival presents the oldest and most 
prestigious tournament dedicated 
to the beauty of the purebred 
Arabian horses, for which Qatar 
is famous as a global center for 

horse and equestrian sports, and 
is the world’s leading country in 
owning and breeding of purebred 
Arabian horses.

He noted that Katara 
organizes the Festival in cooper-
ation with Qatar Equestrian Fed-
eration, Qatar Racing and Eques-
trian Club and Qatar Foundation, 
stemming from its constant and 
continuous keenness on hosting 
major international sports tour-
naments, and translating its 
effective partnerships with Qatari 
sports institutions, clubs and fed-
erations, which culminated in 
hosting this exceptional global 
event with the participation of 30 
countries from around the world.

He added that the Festival 
promotes Katara’s position as an 
incubator for international cham-
pionships, events and sporting 
events, and consolidates its role 
in preserving the rich heritage of 
the country in equestrian sport 
and the ancient Qatari traditions 
related to it, in addition to 
strengthening the status of the 
purebred Arabian horse breed 
locally, regionally and 
internationally.

He affirmed that what distin-
guishes this festival is that it com-
bines the pleasure of sport, the 
beauty of culture, and the 
splendor of entertainment and 
tourism. Moreover, it includes the 
most expensive international 
championships for the beauty of 
purebred Arabian horses, making 
it a unique competition in the 
world.

Dr. Al Sulaiti exteded thanked 
the sponsors of the Festival, 
namely Nasser bin Khalid Group, 
Ali bin Ali Group, Al Ahli Bank, 
Vodafone, Qatar Airways, Qatar 
Insurance Group, Al Kass 
channels, and Communications 
Company.

For his part, Badr Mohammed 
Al Darwish, the tournament 
director, said that the Festivals 
activities will start on February 2, 
while the competitions will take 
place on February 4, noting that 
the competitions are divided into 
three categories — the first for 
colts and fillies of one of age, the 
second for colts and fillies of two 
to three years old, and the third 
for mares and stallions aged 4 
years and above.

President of the Qatar Olympic Committee, H E Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al Thani, honouring the 
winners of the main ten rounds of the annual purebred Arabian Camel Festival for the sword of H H 
the Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani.

Third Flower Festival begins at Souq Waqif
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The third edition of Flower 
Festival with the participation 
of about two dozen nurseries 
yesterday began at Souq Waqif. 

The two-week long festival 
is offering flowers, and orna-
mental plants at competitive 
prices. It also provides an oppor-
tunity for gardening enthusiasts 
to buy saplings of various types 
of flowers, seeds, fertilisers and 
other necessities for 
gardening.

The festival will continue 
until February 9 and is open 
from 9am until 9pm in the 
western square of Souq Waqif 
following COVID-19 preventive 
and precautionary measures. 
The festival was announced by 
the Ministry of Municipality and 
Environment on its Twitter 
account. The Flower Festival is 
organised by the Souq Waqif 

Management and the Ministry 
of Municipality and Envi-
ronment (MME) represented by 
the Agricultural Affairs 
Department and the Public 
Parks Department.

The festival will serve as a 
platform for marketing flowers 
and flower plants from local 
nurseries at peak season at a 
place which attracts large 
number of visitors.

The prices of flower and 

flower plants will be less than 
the market prices at the festival 
because it is held under the ini-
tiative of the Ministry of Munic-
ipality and Environment to 
support local farms.

The Flower Festival is one 
of the festivals which are being 
organised by the Agricultural 
Affairs Department at the Min-
istry of Municipality and Envi-
ronment to provide appropriate 
yields for investment and hard 
works of local farms encour-
aging them to increase their 
produce. The Ministry provided 
farmers with greenhouses, 
seeds, fertilizers, pesticides and 
many more which helped in 
increasing quality and quantity 
of agricultural produce. Despite 
COVID-19 pandemic, the local 
agricultural produce witnessed 
remarkable growth, thanks to 
the state support to enhance 
agricultural sector.

The Flower Festival 2021 at Souq Waqif West Square yesterday. The Festival, organised by Souq 
Waqif in collaboration with the Ministry of Municipality and Environment, is open from 9am to 9pm.  
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The two-week long 

festival is offering 

flowers, and ornamental 

plants at competitive 

prices. It also provides 

an opportunity to buy 

saplings of flowers, 

seeds and fertilisers.

Chairman of the Organizing Committee and General Manager of the Cultural 
Village Foundation - Katara, Dr. Khalid bin Ibrahim Al Sulaiti, with other officials 
during a press conference.


