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Amir honours Ambassadors of Bangladesh, Austria

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met at the Amiri Diwan Office yesterday morning with Ambassador of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh to Qatar H E Ashud Ahmed and Ambassador of the 
Republic of Austria to Qatar H E Dr. Willy Kempel, who called on H H to greet him on the occasion of the end of their tenures in the country. H H the Amir granted Their Excellencies the Ambassadors Al 
Wajbah Decoration in recognition of their roles in enhancing relations between the State of Qatar and their countries, wishing them success in their future tasks and further progress and development for the 
relations.  The Ambassadors expressed thanks and appreciation to H H the Amir and the officials in the State for the cooperation they received, which contributed to the success of their work in the country.

Amir exchanges 

congratulations 

on new Hijri Year

QNA — DOHA

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani yesterday 
exchanged cables of congrat-
ulations with the leaders of 
fraternal Arab and Muslim 
countries on the occasion of 
the new Hijri Year. 

Deputy Amir H H Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Hamad Al Thani 
exchanged cables of congrat-
ulations with Their Highnesses 
Crown Princes and Deputy 
Heads of State of fraternal Arab 
and Muslim countries on the 
occasion of the new Hijri Year. 

Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Interior H E Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani also 
exchanged cables of congrat-
ulations with the Prime Min-
isters of the fraternal Arab and 
Islamic countries on the 
occasion of the new Hijri Year.

Amir sends 

greetings to 

Afghan President

QNA — DOHA

Amir H H Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani, Deputy Amir 
H H Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Hamad Al Thani and Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Interior H E Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani 
sent yesterday cables of 
congratulations to President 
of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan H E Dr. 
Mohammad Ashraf Ghani on 
the anniversary of his coun-
try’s Independence Day.

National employment platform ‘Kawader’ launched
QNA — DOHA

The Ministry of Administrative 
Development Labor and Social 
Affairs (MADLSA) has launched 
the national employment 
platform (Kawader), in which 
all jobs available in the State of 
Qatar in all sectors (in 
government bodies and private 
entities) will be displayed, with 
the aim of providing citizens 
with the opportunity to obtain 
jobs that suit their qualifica-
tions.

The job seekers will be able 
to register on the platform as of 
Monday, August 24, 2020, and 
4,800 jobs will be offered in all 
specialities of various scientific 
qualifications starting Sep-
tember 2020.

In this context, Minister of 
Administrative Development, 

Labor and Social Affairs H E 
Yousuf Mohammed Al Othman 
Fakhroo thanked Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior H E 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani for his con-
stant and continuous support for 
the national efforts aimed at 
employing national cadres in the 
government and private sectors, 

and for the approval of raising 
the rates of Qatarization in the 
private sector to 60 percent, and 
His Excellency’s directives to 
simplify procedures, remove 
bureaucratic obstacles, and 
speed up the completion of the 
conversion of all services pro-
vided to the public into elec-
tronic services. �P4

Minister of Administrative Development, Labor and Social Affairs 
H E Yousuf Mohammed Al Othman Fakhroo speaking during the 
launch ceremony.

Job seekers will be able to register on the MADLSA 
platform as of Monday, August 24, 2020.
4,800 jobs will be offered in all specialties of various 
scientific qualifications starting September 2020.
Kawader has been designed in an easy, scalable and  
secure manner and adopts data confidentiality and  
secures privacy.
Those born to Qatari mothers shall be nominated 
for jobs in the private sector.

MME presents strategy plan to achieve QNV 2030
QNA — DOHA

Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior H E Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani 
chaired the Cabinet regular 
meeting held at its seat at the 
Amiri Diwan yesterday.

Following the meeting, Min-
ister of Justice and Acting Min-
ister of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Dr. Issa bin Saad Al Jafali Al 
Nuaimi issued the statement.

At the beginning of the 
meeting, the Cabinet was briefed 
by H E Minister of Public Health 
on the latest developments in 
efforts to curb coronavirus 

(COVID-19). The Cabinet affirmed 
the continuation of work with the 
precautionary measures taken to 
combat the pandemic.

Based on the directives of H E 

the Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior on providing the Council 
of Ministers with plans related to 
the competencies of ministries 
and other government agencies, 

public bodies and institutions, 
including all implementation 
programs and projects, the spec-
ified timetable for completion as 
well as standards and indicators 
for measuring performance 
progress in line with the compre-
hensive development vision, 
Qatar National Vision 2030, in 
addition to highlighting any part-
nership projects between the 
public and private sectors, if any, 
H E the Minister of Municipality 
and Environment made a pres-
entation on the detailed plan for 
the strategy of the Ministry of 
Municipality and Environment. 
�P4

In food security and agriculture field, 
priorities for 2022 are availability of 
food at reasonable prices; high level of 
food quality and safety; efficiency of 
resource management. 
Ministry wants to improve air quality; 
maintain the quality of sea water; 
preserve biodiversity among others.

Qatar Airways 
rebuilds 
network to 
more than 550 
weekly flights
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Qatar Airways continues to 
lead the recovery of the 
aviation industry maintaining 
its position as the leading 
international carrier providing 
global connectivity. 

In the month of August the 
airline has already announced 
the resumption of eight desti-
nations, including: Adelaide 
(two-weekly flights started 
August 16); Auckland (three-
weekly flights via Brisbane 
starting August 18); Houston 
(three-weekly flights starting 
September 2 increasing to 
four-weekly from September 
15); Kigali (three-weekly flights 
started August 3); London 
Gatwick (daily flights starting 
August 20); Nairobi (double 
daily flights started August 3); 
Philadelphia (three-weekly 
flights starting September 16); 
Sialkot (three-weekly flights 
starting September 1). �P2

Schools to follow blended learning system in first semester
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education has 
announced amendment in its 
back to school plan that had 
previously been circulated to 
implement a blended learning 
system during the first semester 
of the academic year 2020-21 
in all educational stages of 
public and private schools, 
kindergartens and higher 
education institutions.

Accordingly, e-learning has 
been combined with classroom 
learning in one framework. This 
amendment came after coordi-
nation with the Ministry of Public 
Health regarding the necessary 
precautionary measures to curb 
the spread of the COVID-19, and 
in view of the reality imposed by 
the rates of virus infection in the 
State of Qatar.

It is also in light of an 
attempt to reduce educational 
losses that result from 

suspending and postponing the 
beginning of the school year.

According to the blended 
learning system, students are 
required to attend one to three 
times per week to the school, 
while maintaining an 
attendance rate of about 30 
percent of the total number of 
students in the school per day.

This is in order to attend 
some classes of basic subjects, to 
do practical experiments in lab-
oratories, and to appear in tests.

In order to achieve health 
requirements and social dis-
tancing, schools are obligated 
to divide the total number of 
students in one level into 
classes that include a 
maximum of 15 students in one 
division and the students’ 
sitting arrangement in class-
rooms will be made taking into 
account the existence of a dis-
tance of 1.5 meters between 
each student and his classmate. 
�P4



OFFICIAL NEWS

02 THURSDAY 20 AUGUST 2020HOME

FAJR SUNRISE 03.48 am 05.09 am

W  A L R U WA I S :  32o↗ 36o W  A L K H O R :  31o↗ 40o W  D U K H A N :  30o↗ 39o W  WA K R A H :  28o↗ 40o W  M E S A I E E D  28o↗ 40o W  A B U S A M R A  27o↗ 39o

PRAYER TIMINGS WEATHER TODAY

HIGH TIDE  04:13 – 17:34   LOW TIDE  00:45–11:44

Hazy to misty at some places at first becomes hot daytime 

with some clouds and slight dust at times.

Minimum Maximum
32oC  41oC
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ASR       
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Prime Minister meets Ambassadors of Bangladesh, Austria

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior H E Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani met yesterday morning with Ambassador of People’s Republic of Bangladesh H E Ashud Ahmed and Ambassador 
of the Republic of Austria H E Dr. Willy Kempel, on the occasion of the end of their tenure in the country.  During the meeting, H E the Prime Minister and Minister of Interior wished the two Ambassadors 
success in their future tasks, and the relations between the State of Qatar and each of Bangladesh and Austria further progress and development.

Qatar expresses 
grave concern over 
developments in Mali
DOHA: The State of Qatar expressed 

grave concern over the recent devel-

opments in the Republic of Mali, 

stressing the need to ensure the sov-

ereignty of the state of institutions 

and law and the safety of govern-

ment officials currently detained. In 

a statement issued yesterday, the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs affirmed 

Qatar’s full support for all regional and 

international efforts aimed at finding 

an urgent solution to the crisis, in a 

way that meets the aspirations of 

the people of Mali for security and 

decent living, and preserves the sta-

bility of the region. -QNA

Ambassador Al Emadi: Qatar makes intensive 

efforts to contain escalation in Gaza Strip

QNA — GAZA

Chairman of Qatar’s Committee 
for the Reconstruction of Gaza 
H E Ambassador Mohammed 
Al Emadi stressed that the State 
of Qatar is making intensive 
efforts to contain the escalation 
in the Gaza Strip, in parallel 
with the Qatari continuous 
efforts to alleviate the human-
itarian crisis experienced by the 
residents of the Strip.

Intensive Qatari contacts 
have been made over the past 
few hours and are continuing 
at the highest levels and with 
all parties to contain the esca-
lation and spare the population 
of the Gaza Strip further crises, 

Al Emadi said. His Excellency 
stressed that the State of Qatar 
has been and will continue to 
support the brotherly Pales-
tinian people at all levels, in 
order to alleviate the suffering 
of the Palestinians.

Ambassador Al Emadi 
urged the international com-
munity, the United Nations and 
all relevant international 
organisations to fulfil their 
commitments and pledges 
towards providing the nec-
essary support to the residents 
of the Gaza Strip to alleviate 
humanitarian suffering and 
crises and improve people's life 
situation just as Qatar has com-
mitted to its pledges. 

FROM PAGE 1

The airline’s continuous 
operations throughout the pan-
demic and its variety of fuel-
efficient efficient aircraft has 
also enabled it to rapidly 
increase frequencies, offering 
passengers more flexible travel 
options to many destinations 
including: Ankara (increasing 
to daily from September 1); 
Cebu (increased to daily from 
August 12); Clark (increased to 
six-weekly from August 12); 
Dhaka (increasing to five-
weekly from August 23); 
Islamabad, Karachi and Lahore 
(increased to double daily from 
August 10); Istanbul SAW 
(increasing to 11 weekly from 
August 20 then triple daily from  

September 1); Jakarta (increased 
to double daily from August 17); 
Kuala Lumpur (increased to 
double daily from August 17); 
Los Angeles (increased to daily 
from August 12); New York JFK 
(increasing to double daily from 
September 1).

Qatar Airways Group Chief 
Executive, Akbar Al Baker, said: 
“Since the onset of the pan-
demic Qatar Airways network 
has never fallen below 30 des-
tinations with continuous 
services to five continents. Our 
airline has lead the industry in 
offering passengers more 
choices and greater flexibility 
so they can plan and book 
travel with confidence. We have 
also implemented the most 

advanced safety and hygiene 
measures onboard including 
becoming the first airline to 
require passengers to wear face 
shields in addition to face 
coverings.”

“With our investment in one 
of the youngest, most fuel-effi-
cient long haul fleets, strategic 
network management and the 
Best Airport in the Middle East, 
we have been able to quickly and 
effectively rebuild our network 
to more than 550 weekly flights 
to over 85 destinations across six 
continents. As the global recovery 
continues, Qatar Airways will 
remain focused on its funda-
mental mission of carrying pas-
sengers across the globe safely 
and reliably.”

QA rebuilds network to more than 550 weekly flights
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Qatar attends 5th World Conference of Speakers of Parliament
QNA — DOHA

The State of Qatar participated 
in the Fifth World Conference of 
Speakers of Parliament which 
began yesterday via video 
conferencing and will continue 
for two days. 

The Speaker of the Shura 
Council H E Ahmed bin Abdullah 
bin Zaid Al Mahmoud repre-
sented the State of Qatar in the 
conference. 

In his speech, His Excellency 
stressed that the wise policy 
pursued and followed firmly by 
the State of Qatar under the lead-
ership of Amir H H Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, based on 
respecting the principles of inter-
national laws, strengthening 
cooperation and friendship 
among the world’s nations and 
helping them overcome all the 
challenges facing them from 
scourges of natural disasters. 

H E the Speaker of the Shura 
Council explained that this con-
ference, which is organised by the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
with the cooperation of the 
United Nations (UN) and the Aus-
trian Parliament, is of great 
importance and is considered 
one of the most significant par-
liamentary events, as it brings 
together the speakers of parlia-
ments in the world, and provides 
an opportunity to exchange ideas 

and experiences that are bene-
ficial for parliamentary work. 

His Excellency highlighted 
the role of parliamentary 
diplomacy in enhancing cooper-
ation between peoples and con-
tributing to achieving interna-
tional peace and security, 
resolving international disputes 
and issues by diplomatic means 
in accordance with the principles 
of international law, the most sig-
nificant of which is good neigh-
bourly relations. 

He also noted the pivotal role 
that parliaments play in achieving 
sustainable development goals 
in order to liberate the world’s 
nations from the clutches of 
poverty, wars and the absence of 
progress and development, in 
addition to the role of parlia-
ments in consolidating cooper-
ation, exchange of experiences 
and specialties and uniting efforts 

to address all challenges that face 
humanity. 

His Excellency addressed the 
preventive and precautionary 
measures taken by the State of 
Qatar to curb the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic and 
provide treatment and care to all 
citizens and residents in the 
country, stressing Qatar’s com-
mitment to its humanitarian 
stances towards states and 
peoples, on top of which are the 
Palestinian people, who are suf-
fering from blockade and arbi-
trary measures imposed by the 
occupying entity. 

His Excellency added that the 
State of Qatar has provided 
various types of material and 
moral support, including pro-
viding field hospitals, drugs and 
equipment to a number of coun-
tries, the most recent of which is 
to the Republic of Lebanon after 

the Beirut port explosion incident. 
He affirmed in this regard the 
keenness of Qatar to strengthen 
its support for the UN and its 
various bodies in the humani-
tarian field. 

H E Ahmed bin Abdullah bin 
Zaid Al Mahmoud concluded his 
speech by stressing the impor-
tance of supporting and strength-
ening the role of the Inter-Par-
liamentary Union and giving it 
all the means that enable it to 

achieve the goals for which it was 
established. 

The Fifth World Conference 
of Speakers of Parliament, in 
which Secretary-General of the 
UN H E Antonio Guterres partic-
ipates, discusses issues of health, 
climate, economy, science and 
technology, as well as the partic-
ipation of women and youths in 
political and parliamentary work, 
issues of democracy and the 
changing role of parliaments in 

the 21st century, in addition to 
improving governance and com-
bating terrorism and extremism. 

The delegation of the Shura 
Council participating in the con-
ference included members of the 
Council H E Nasser bin Sulaiman 
Al Hayder, H E Mohammed bin 
Mahdi Al Ahbabi, H E Saleh bin 
Abdullah Al Mannai and H E 
Reem bint Mohammed Al 
Mansoori. 

The Speaker of the Shura Council, H E Ahmed bin Abdullah bin Zaid Al Mahmoud, participating in 
the Fifth World Conference of Speakers of Parliament, which is being held via video conferencing.

MoPH announces approved COVID-19 testing 
centres in four low-risk countries
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) has published a list of 
approved COVID-19 testing 
centres in Turkey, Germany, 
UK, and Thailand, for people 
travelling to Qatar. 

By obtaining a COVID-
19-free certificate from one of 
these centres exempts the trav-
eller from taking the test at the 
airport on arrival in the country. 
But the date of obtaining the 
certificate should not exceed 48 

hours before traveling.
According to the MoPH, in 

Thailand, Vejthani Hospital, 
Bumrungrad Hospital and 
Bangkok Hospital are 
accredited COVID-19 testing 
centres. 

In Germany, all hospitals 
and clinics in which perform 
COVID-19 PCR-test and 
provide certificate and in the 
UK, travellers to Qatar can 
obtain COVID-19 free certifi-
cates from Bupa Cromwell 
H o s p i t a l ,  W e l l i n g t o n 

Hospital.
In Turkey, MoPH has said 

that it will continue with four 
hospitals — Ankara Sehir hos-
pital-Ankara, Basaksehir Cam 
ve Sakura Sehir hospital in 
Istanbul, Kartal Dr  Litfi Kirdar 
hospital in Istanbul, Sakarya 
Üniversitesi Eğitim Ve 
Araştırma Hastanesi (SAKARYA 
University Education and 
Research Hospital).

The MoPH has also 
announced five new centres in 
Turkey — İstanbul Sağlık 

Bilimleri Üniversitesi Kanuni 
Sultan Süleyman Eğitim Ve 
Araştırma Hastanesi (Istanbul 
Health Sciences University 
Kanuni Sultan Suleyman Edu-
cation and Research Hospital), 
Istanbul, Cerrahpaşa Hospital 
— Istanbul, Yavuz Selim Kemik 
Hastalıkları Ve Rehabilitasyon 
Hastanesi (Yavuz Selim Oste-
opathic and Rehabilitation 
Hospital) in Trabzon, Muğla 
Bodrum Devlet Hastanesi in 
Bodrum and Antalya Eğitim ve 
Araştırma Hastanesi in Antalya.

In his speech, His Excellency stressed that the 
wise policy pursued and followed firmly by the 
State of Qatar under the leadership of Amir H 
H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, based 
on respecting the principles of international 
laws, strengthening cooperation and friendship 
among the world’s nations and helping them 
overcome all the challenges facing them from 
scourges of natural disasters.

40,000 black sea breams
released into Qatari waters
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Ministry of Municipality 
and Environment (MME) repre-
sented by the Fish Affairs 
Department has released 
40,000 fingerlings of black sea 
bream fishes, locally known as 
‘Al Sh’am’, in Qatari sea waters. 

On its third batch, the black 
sea bream released in the sea 
has reached 91,000, said the 
Ministry in statement. The baby 
fishes were released at two 
suitable and safe locations in 
the northern coastal area. The 
release operation is set 

continue and aims to release 
200,000 black sea bream to 
boost strategic stock of fish in 
Qatari waters in line with the 
plan of Aquatic Research 
Center of Ras Matbakh to farm 
and release baby fishes in the 
sea.

By the end of last month, 
the Ministry of Municipality and 
Environment had released the 
second batch of 4,300 baby 
Hamour fish weighing 15gm 
each in Qatari sea water as part 
of the pilot project to increase 
the strategic stock of fish in the 
sea. 
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Ashghal commences upgrading 
works on Al Sadd intersection
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Public Works Authority 
(Ashghal) announced the 
commencement of upgrading 
works on Al Sadd intersection, 
as part of the Road 
Improvement Works in 
Various Areas of Greater Doha 
— Phase 9. 

These works aim to expand 
the intersection, develop 
infrastructure uti l i t ies ’ 
services, and upgrade Al Sadd 
Street and Jawaan Street at a 
length of 3.2km.

On this occasion, Eng 
Mooza Al Sowaidi, Ashghal’s 
Head of Doha City Projects 
Section in “Ashghal”, empha-
sised the importance of Al 
Sadd Junction and its signif-
icant location at the 

intersection of two of the most 
congested streets in the area; 
Al Sadd Street and Jawaan 
Street. Both routes serve many 
service facilities, shops, com-
mercial centres, and educa-
t i o n a l  a n d  h e a l t h 
institutions. 

These works are part of 
Ashghal’s efforts to improve 
the existing services and util-
ities and upgrade the road 
network in Doha City to cope 
with the national economic 
development and social 
growth requirements in 
Qatar.

The project’s scope will 
include road developments at 
a total length of 3.2km, pro-
viding 6.4km of pedestrian 
footpaths and cycle paths, 
landscaping works, and 
upgrading street lighting 
systems. 

It will also improve infra-
structure utilities in the area, 
such as sewer network reha-
bilitation, upgrading the TSE 
network and surface water 
drainage network, and 

providing protection for the 
existing power lines and tele-
communications cables. 

Besides upgrading the 
services of the infrastructure 
utilities, the project will also 
improve the signalised inter-
section to strengthen the 
traffic flow in the area at Al 

Sadd Intersection.
The project will be imple-

mented by JH Construction 
Company under the super-
vision of Gulf Engineering and 
Industrial Consultancy. Con-
struction works are scheduled 
to be fully completed in the 4th  
quarter of 2021.

295 new cases 
of COVID-19 and 
303 recoveries
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH) yesterday announced the 
registration of 295 new confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in the country. 
Another 303 people have 
recovered from the virus, bringing 
the total number of recovered 
cases in Qatar to 112,658.

The Ministry has said that all 
new cases have been introduced 
to isolation and are receiving nec-
essary healthcare according to 
their health status. The Ministry 
has emphasised on the importance 
of taking precautions against 
COVID-19. “Unless we follow all 
precautionary measures, we may 
experience a second wave of the 
virus and see numbers increasing 
— there are already signs of this 
happening in other countries 
around the world. Now more than 
ever, we must be careful and 
protect the most vulnerable.”

Ooredoo appoints 
new CEO for 
Ooredoo Kuwait
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Ooredoo announced the 
appointment of Abdulaziz 
Yacoub Al Babtain as Chief 
Executive Officer of 
Ooredoo Kuwait as of 
August 19.

Abdulaziz has over 20 
years of professional expe-
rience in telecommunica-
tions, technology and sales. 

He is currently Chief 
Business Officer of Ooredoo 
Kuwait and has achieved 
substantial growth over the 
years, as well as successfully 
led the restructure of the 
company’s B2B department. 

Prior to joining 
Ooredoo, Abdulaziz was 
Chief Operating Officer at 
FASTtelco.

National employment platform 
‘Kawader’ launched

FROM PAGE 1

H E the Minister affirmed that 
MADLSA has launched the 
National Employment Platform 
(Kawader), to be a flexible and 
easy way that enables job seekers 
to find job opportunities that 
match their qualifications and 
experiences in the government 
and private sectors, and link job 
nominations with the authorities 
directly to conduct personal 
interviews with job seekers 
without the need for the Ministry 
to intervene in the process of 
selecting the appropriate job and 
the entity.

H E the Minister said that 
these procedures are carried out 
electronically, starting with cre-
ating a CV, registering, selecting 
the appropriate job, and con-
ducting a personal interview by 
the body concerned, up to the 
acceptance and appointment.

H E the Minister added that 

the Ministry’s role through the 
Kawader platform is to coor-
dinate with the authorities to 
provide and offer job opportu-
nities, follow up the registration 
processes and creation of a CV, 
in addition to guiding and coun-
seling job seekers, and following 
up and coordinating with 
employers regarding interviews 
and appointment. On Monday, 
the platform will be available for 
job seekers to log in, register and 
create CVs, and in September 
2020, they will be able to view 
and choose the suitable jobs, H E 
the Minister said.  

As a first stage, resignation on 
the platform will be for female 
and male citizens who do not 
have jobs in order to get nom-
inated and look into jobs in the 
government and private sectors, 
His Excellency said, adding that 
those born to Qatari mothers 
shall be nominated for jobs in 

the private sector. 
H E the Minister explained 

that Kawader comes as a part of 
the efforts taken to enhance the 
Ministry’s role in registering and 
following up on employment for 
jobs seekers in the public and 
private sectors, as the number of 
recruitments for 2019 reached 
3,570 job seekers. 

The Minister noted that 
national cadres wishing to obtain 
jobs should complete academic 
education in areas that are com-
patible with the requirements of 
the labour market to ensure rapid 
access to suitable job opportu-
nities, or join the government 
scholarship programme or pro-
fessional training programmes 
that allow them to choose the 
required specializations in the 
labour market, which will ensure 
them to get the right job. 

H E the Minister of Adminis-
trative Development, Labour and 

Social Affairs called on all job 
seekers of various qualifications 
and experiences to take advantage 
of the services provided by the 
National Employment Platform 
Kawader, through the link provided 
by the platform, while praising the 
working team who developed the 
platform for their great efforts that 
led to its achievement in this dis-
tinguished way. 

At a press conference held on 
the occasion of the launch of the 
National Employment Platform 

(Kawader), Assistant Undersec-
retary for Administrative Devel-
opment Affairs Abdullah Mus-
allam Al Dosari confirmed that 
the opening of registration will 
begin on August 24, for 4,800 
jobs in all state-owned entities or 
in which it contributes or subject 
to the retirement and pensions 
law that will be listed on the 
platform in September, pointing 
out that this number is subject to 
increase and includes all special-
isations and all qualifications.

He stated that the 
appointment of any employee 
is only for those registered with 
MADLSA, and a person may 
apply for one job for one entity, 
and if he was refused, he will be 
allowed to apply for another. 
When the entity accepts the job 
seeker, he will be appointed 
immediately. 

The ministry then follows up 
the recruitment process and 
attends some personal 
interviews.

Minister of Administrative Development, Labour and Social Affairs H E Yousuf Mohammed Al Othman 
Fakhroo speaking at the launch ceremony of National Employment Platform ‘Kawader’, yesterday.

MME presents strategy plan to achieve Qatar National Vision 2030
FROM PAGE 1

The strategy of the Ministry of 
Municipality and Environment 
included the following axes:

During the first quarter of 
2020, and in accordance with the 
directives of H E the Prime Min-
ister, a comprehensive review of 
the Ministry’s current strategy was 
undertaken. The priorities, initi-
atives, key performance indicators 
and targets were updated 
according to the review results 
and specific improvements.

In the “strategic plan” axis: 
The strategic plan addresses the 
areas related to the competencies 
of the Ministry of Municipality and 
Environment under the title “aspi-
rations and priorities”.

In the food security and agri-
culture field: Aspirations (2030): 
Achieve food security for the State 
of Qatar while ensuring efficient 
resource management and main-
taining strong food safety 
standards.  Priorities (2022): Avail-
ability of food at reasonable 
prices; high level of food quality 
and safety; efficiency of resource 
management. 

In the environment field: 
Aspirations (2030): Contribute to 

achieving the sustainable devel-
opment goals of the State of Qatar 
in the environment sector with the 
aim of enabling sustainable devel-
opment and protecting the envi-
ronment for future generations. 
Priorities (2022) are to improve 
air quality; maintain the quality 
of sea water; preserve biodi-
versity; chemical and radiological 
safety and security and efforts to 
confront climate change.

In the field of public services: 
Aspirations (2030): To become a 
society completely free of land-
fills. Priorities (2022): Efforts to 
reduce waste generation and 
recycling; solid waste man-
agement across the economic 
value chain; reducing construction 
waste. In the field of urban 
planning: Aspirations (2030): 
Improve the level of urban 
planning for cities in the State of 
Qatar through the distinct frame-
works and guidelines for planning 
in the infrastructure, transpor-
tation and urban planning sectors, 
which meet the needs of Qatari 
citizens and residents alike. Pri-
orities (2022): The comprehensive 
national executive plan for the 
urban planning, infrastructure and 

transportation sectors; adminis-
trative framework for urban 
planning; real estate sector devel-
opment strategy. In the urban 
beautification field: Aspirations 
(2030): Beautification of cities and 
increasing green spaces to 
promote sustainable urban health. 
Priorities (2022): Improve the level 
and quality of green spaces; 
increase green areas; community 
cooperation. 

In the area of municipalities: 
Aspirations (2030): Ensure that a 
high level of satisfaction is 
achieved when citizens and resi-
dents use the services provided 
by municipalities. Priorities 
(2022): improve service delivery 
procedures; data collection and 
use; legislation and regulations 
amendments and their 
enforcement; improve municipal 
and public facilities.

In the field of shared services: 
Aspirations (2030): Achieve the 
highest level of management effi-
ciency and outstanding per-
formance through continuous 
work on capacity building and 
digital transformation. Priorities 
(2022): Performance Management 
System; capacity building and 

human resource development; 
digital transformation and 
improvement of the technological 
infrastructure.

Opportunities for private 
sector participation: This axis 
covered a number of titles, 
including the following: Specific 
areas that include potential 
opportunities for public-private 
partnerships; the framework for 
the Ministry of Municipality and 
Environment with regard to part-
nerships between the public and 
private sectors and their next 
steps. Implementing the strategy: 
This topic covered the following 
headings: - After preparing the 
strategic plan, the following steps 
will focus on developing the oper-
ational plan, including: the first 
phase - the strategic plan (Feb-
ruary - April 2020), the second 
phase - the operational plan (May 
- July 2020). 

- Reporting details, including 
continuing to report on progress 
made until the new mechanisms 
for reporting performance are 
fully implemented according to 
the operational plan, and the pro-
posed reporting mechanisms.

After that, the Cabinet 

considered the topics on the 
agenda as follows: First - The 
Cabinet reviewed the annual 
report of the work of the National 
Traffic Safety Committee and its 
recommendations and took the 
appropriate decision in its regard.

This committee established at 
the Ministry of Interior is con-
cerned with developing and 
designing policies and plans in the 
field of traffic, studying traffic 
problems and proposing solution 
methods, coordinating and coop-
erating between the various 
bodies whose work affects the 
good regularity and flow of traffic, 
and proposing the development 
of traffic related legislation, road 
engineering and transportation in 
line with international standards 
and the requirements of the con-
tinuous development of roads and 
transportation.

The report referred to the 
follow-up of the implementation 
of the plans of the National Traffic 
Safety Strategy 2020/2022 and 
the development of its objectives, 
the activities of the National 
Traffic Safety Committee and the 
National Road Safety Office, and 
highlighted the award received by 

the Committee for the best global 
project in sustainable transport 
management and road safety.

Second - Approval of the Min-
istry of Transport and Communi-
cations’ proposal to renew the 
membership of the Coordination 
Committee between the entities 
operating at Hamad International 
Airport for a period of three years, 
effective Sept. 13, 2020.

This committee established at 
the General Civil Aviation 
Authority is specialized in several 
specializations, including:

Coordination of work among 
all entities operating at Hamad 
International Airport to facilitate 
the operations and activities of air 
transport, the movement of air-
craft, passengers, goods and mail 
to and from the State, in 
accordance with applicable laws 
and regulations, and to provide 
the necessary requirements to 
facilitate the work of the airport 
activities.

Third - The Cabinet reviewed 
report 46 of the work of the 
National Committee for Prohi-
bition of Weapons from Jan. 1 to 
April 30, 2020, and took the 
appropriate decision in its regard. 

Schools to follow blended learning system in first semester
FROM PAGE 1

The distance learning 
system will be applied on days 
when students do not come to 
the school building according 

to the schedule planned by the 
Ministry. The blended education 
system includes students taking 
mid-term and end-of-semester 
examinations in the school 

building through 
a schedule made 
by schools and 
ensuring social 
d i s t a n c i n g 
a m o n g 
students.

During the 
first three days 
of school hours 
(from September 
1 to September 
3), schools are 
obligated to 
educate students 
about the pre-
c a u t i o n a r y 
measures to be 
followed by 
requiring pre-
paratory and 
high school stu-
dents only to 

wear a mask (a cloth made face 
mask), adhering to the circulars 
issued by the Health and Safety 
Department of the Ministry.

Schools are required to dis-
tribute leaflets issued by the 
Health and Safety Department 
regarding preventive precau-
tionary measures to students at 
the beginning of their shift and 
educating parents about them.

In addition to handing over 
the students rotating time 
schedules during the first 
semester, which clarify the days 
when students must attend 
school and the days that they 
will receive distance learning, 
and educating students about 
the distance learning system 
that will be applied on days 
when students will not go to 
school.

Schools are also obligated 
to regulate the entry and exit of 
students to the school building 
to prevent crowding and take 
into account social distancing, 

in addition to cancelling the 
morning queue and group 
activities such as trips, camps 
and celebrations, and con-
verting them to virtual if 
possible.

As for specialised and tech-
nical schools, schools for people 
with special needs, and village 
schools in remote areas that 
include a small number of stu-
dents, equal to 30% of the 
capacity of the school building, 
all students will attend 100% on 
all days of the week.

Those exempted from 
attending school during the 
first semester are students 
who are sick with a chronic 
disease and has a medical 
certificate approved for that, 
or a student whose family 
member residing in the same 
house suffers from chronic 
diseases that requires 
avoiding transmitting the 
infection to them, with an 
approved medical certificate 

attached to that and the 
patient’s national address cer-
tificate. Provided that the 
exempted students come to 
the school building to take the 
central exams with their 
colleagues.

The Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education also 
issued a circular to university 
administrators and presidents 
regarding student attendance, 
whereby it was decided that 
attendance would be gradual 
in universities. The working 
hours during the first three 
months period (from Sep-
tember to the end of 
November) with an attendance 
rate of 30%; with the continu-
ation of the blended learning, 
provided that students’ 
attendance for exams is 
included in their evaluation 
marks as much as possible and 
as needed, while taking all pre-
cautionary measures related to 
the pandemic.

These works 
aim to expand 
the intersection, 
develop infrastr-
ucture utilities’ 
services, and 
upgrade Al Sadd 
Street and Jawaan 
Street at a length 
of 3.2km.
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QRCS distributes food parcels to beneficiaries 
at Lebanon’s Palestinian refugee camps
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

With funding from Qatar Fund 
for Development (QFFD), the 
representation mission of Qatar 
Red Crescent Society (QRCS) in 
Lebanon is pursuing an imme-
diate response to COVID-19 at 
the Palestinian refugee camps 
in Lebanon.

Early in the coronavirus 
outbreak, QFFD and QRCS 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) to work 
together on meeting the 
medical needs of many com-
munities, amid risks of over-
population, especially at the 
Palestinian communities in 
Lebanon.

According to progress 
reports, family food baskets 
were distributed to 1,000 direct 
beneficiaries at the Ein El-
Hilweh, Mieh ou Mieh, and 
Sahel gatherings, Sidon, the 
South Governorate. In addition, 
there were 3,759 indirect 
beneficiaries.

The distributions are going 
on under strict preventive 
measures to ensure the safety 
of both the beneficiaries and 

distributors.
To implement the project, 

executive agreements were 
signed with the Lebanese Red 
Cross and Palestine Red 
Crescent Society (PRCS).

A rapid assessment was 
conducted to identify and verify 
the list of beneficiaries based 
on certain selection criteria. 
These include households with 
five members or above, female-
headed households (widowed 
or separated/divorced), families 
restricted to members below 14 
years or above 59 years of age, 

and vulnerable families that 
depend on community 
assistance.

Concerning the utilization 
of ambulance vehicles to be 
secured under the project, a 
meeting was held between the 
Lebanese Red Cross and PRCS 
to agree on the coordination 
process to transport Palestinian 
patients from the camps.

There is constant cooper-
ation with local authorities to 
contain any identified case, in 
light of the high risks at over-
populated camps, which may 

lead to a viral spreading wave.
The general outcomes of the 

project includes disease miti-
gation and minimization of sec-
ondary health impacts by sup-
porting health facilities to cope 
with and maintain service pro-
vision in their response to 
COVID-19 while maintaining 
other services running (Targets: 
10 health centers, 1 quarantine 
hospital, and 5 ambulance 
vehicles to be utilized for the 
duration of the project).

Action plan also aims at 
supporting vulnerable commu-
nities to protect themselves and 
their families through essential 
hygienic practices targeting 
1,000 families.

The second outcome 
includes mitigation of adverse 
economic impact of lockdown 
by providing basic food 
assistance for the most vul-
nerable refugees targeting 
27,800 families.

With a total of 139,400 
target beneficiaries, including 
8,430 persons with special 
needs, the implementation in a 
number of sites are in South, 
Beirut, North and Beqaa.

Distribution of food baskets to Palestinians in Lebanon.

460 QU students attend online Graduate Studies Orientation for Fall 2020
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Qatar University’s (QU) 
Office of Graduate Studies 
held an orientation meeting 
for newly admitted graduate 
students online through 
Webex, following the 
precautionary measures 
taken at Qatar University 
during the third phase of 
lifting restrictions as a result 
of the spread of COVID-19 
on August 15.

A group of college repre-
sentatives and nearly (460) 
students attended the orien-
tation. The event included a 
welcome speech by the Dean 
of Graduate Studies, Dr. 
Ahmed Al Own, who discussed 

the nature of study life at the 
postgraduate stage compared 
to the undergraduate level, 
and introduced the sections of 
the Office of Graduate Studies 
at Qatar University and the 
services provided at each 
section. 

At the end of his speech, he 
encouraged the students to 
bring their best efforts in the 
near future, especially that 
most of them have further 
career and family responsibil-
ities in addition to their 
studies.

Ghada Al Kuwari, the 
Assistant Dean for Student 
Affairs at the Office of 
Graduate Studies, presented a 
tour on the graduate studies 

office webpage on the Qatar 
University website and 

detailed explanations of some 
important policies that 

students should observe 
during their graduate studies. 

The event also included a 
speech by Dr. Mary Newsome, 
the Assistant Dean for Student 
Academic Support, who talked 
about the services provided at 
her office, such as workshops 
for writing thesis, and how to 
use SPSS program in research 
questionnaires. 

In addition to student 
events such as tad boot camp 
for thesis and dissertation, tad 
Talks for discussing the dif-
ferent life experiences and 
challenges for graduate stu-
dents and others. 

Dr. Sandi Adeeb, Head of 
Research Ethics & Integrity, 
gave a detailed explanation of 

the research ethics and the 
approvals that the students 
must obtain when they begin 
preparing for their thesis. 

In addition, Shaikha Al 
Kobaisi, a senior student 
affairs specialist, talked about 
student services available on 
campus, such as photocopying, 
printing and university ID 
card, as well as an overview 
of how the students can get 
their textbooks (paper and 
electronic copies). 

The event ended with an 
open discussion session, 
during which all students’ 
questions were answered by 
the dean and the assistant 
deans in office of graduate 
studies. 

Doha Institute for Graduate 
Studies offers Arabic courses 
for non-native speakers
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

The Director of the Language 
Center at the Doha Institute 
for Graduate Studies 
announced yesterday that the 
Center has opened its doors 
for registration in Arabic 
language courses for non-
native speakers for the first 
semester this year. 

The Language Center 
offers three levels: beginner, 
intermediate and advanced. 
Classes start on September 6, 
2020 and are held twice a 
week for one and a half hours 
per class.

The Director said that 
these courses fall within the 
context of Doha Institute’s 
community outreach initi-
ative and contributes to 
enhancing communication 
between the Institute and 
individuals and organisations 
in the community.

The initiative aims to 
familiarise the foreign learner 
residing in Doha with the 
characteristics of Arab culture 

and its coexistence with the 
Qatari culture through a com-
municative approach that 
adopts the original educa-
tional content and also the 
authentic communication of 
the language as a major pillar 
of its teaching philosophy.

Doha Institute plays an 
important role in enhancing the 
status of Arabic as a language 
of knowledge and communi-
cation while, at the same time, 
allow students, citizens and res-
idents to access English for 
international communication.

The initiative aims to 
familiarise the foreign 
learner residing 
in Doha with the 
characteristics of 
Arab culture and its 
coexistence with the 
Qatari culture through 
a communicative 
approach.
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Pompeo pledges support for 
Iraq, targets pro-Iran militias
AP — WASHINGTON

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
pledged yesterday that the 
Trump administration will 
continue to support Iraq as it 
confronts the threat posed by 
the IS militant group, but he also 
called for the Baghdad 
government to redouble efforts 
to rein in pro-Iran militias.

Pompeo said the United 
States was committed to helping 
Iraq regain and maintain 
security, despite President 
Donald Trump’s oft-stated 
desire to reduce and then elim-
inate the American troop 
presence there. Pompeo spoke 
after talks with senior Iraqi offi-
cials and a day before a White 
House meeting between Trump 
and Iraq’s prime minister, 
Mustafa Al Kadhimi,

“There is still work to do,” 
Pompeo told reporters at a State 
Department news conference 
with Iraq’s foreign minister 
Fuad Hussein. “Armed groups 
not under the full control of the 
prime minister have impeded 
our progress. Those groups 
need to be replaced by local 
police as soon as possible. I 
assured Dr. Fuad that we could 
help and we would help.”

Pompeo declined to discuss 
possible future American troop 
withdrawals. But he said the US 
will not stop supporting Iraq’s 
security forces in their bid to 
defeat the IS group, which is 
also known as ISIS, and “to curb 
the power of militias that have 
for far long terrorized the Iraqi 
people and undermined Iraq’s 
national sovereignty.”

The foreign minister called 
the talks “good and important” 
and said the Iraqi government 
believes in the importance of 
its partnership with the United 
States.

“We are both in the same 
trench of fighting ISIS and we are 
still in the same trench and we 
will work together to defeat the 
terrorist elements,” he said. “We 
see that the United States of 
America is a strong ally and a 
strong ally of Iraq and we will 
continue to protect that alliance.”

Both men expressed hope 
that as the security situation 
improves, there will be greater 
economic cooperation between 
the two countries, particularly 
in the energy sector. Pompeo 
said he expected several US-
Iraqi energy agreements to be 
concluded in the near future.

“We want an Iraq that is 

corruption free, prosperous and 
fully integrated into the global 
economy,” Pompeo said.

Before leaving for Wash-
ington, Al Kadhimi said  that his 
country still needs US  
assistance to counter IS and that 
his government is committed 
to introducing security sector 
changes as militia groups stage 
near-daily attacks in Baghdad.

He said Iraq currently does 
not need direct military support 
on the ground, and that the 
levels of help will depend on the 
changing nature of the threat. 
Al- , who is backed by the 
United States, assumed office 
in May when Baghdad’s rela-
tions with Washington were 
precarious following the US 
killing of Iranian Gen. Qassem 

Soleimani in a drone strike at 
the Baghdad airport.

Al-Kadhimi has often had 
to walk a tightrope amid the 
US-Iran rivalry. 

Asked if he was bringing 
any messages to Washington 
from Tehran following a recent 
visit there, he said: “We do not 
play the role of postman in 
Iraq.”

US Secretary of State Michael Pompeo (right) and Iraq’s Foreign Minister Fuad Hussein arrive for a 
press conference at the State Department, in Washington, DC, yesterday.

Doha Festival City announces opening of new retail outlets
RAYNALD C RIVERA 
THE PENINSULA

Doha Festival City has 
announced more store openings 
and unique experiences for 
shoppers to enjoy, broadening 
its mall offerings and further 
cementing its position as Qatar’s 
choice for shopping and dining.

The stable of respected 
global and local brands wel-
comed to the mall grows expo-
nentially, further strengthening 
Doha’s status as a leading inter-
national shopping and dining 
destination. 

“We are excited to be 
bringing more choices for 
beauty, fitness and dining expe-
riences. We pride ourselves in 
being a partner of choice for 
international and local brands 
which enables us to create 
unique experiences for our 
shoppers, and to further position 
Doha Festival City as the one and 
only choice for shopping and 
dining in Qatar,” Robert Hall, 
General Manager for Doha Fes-
tival City, said in a virtual press 
conference yesterday.

Recently opened retail 

outlets include Digital House 
Pro; Karaca Home and Ambix, 
a French perfume specialty 
boutique, with the wave of new 
openings set to continue. 

Highly enjoyed restaurants 
and F&B outlets are also now 
open bringing delightful expe-
riences to shoppers and fam-
ilies, each with an individual 
offering to satisfy the tastes and 
needs of all visitors.

Mall-goers can start 
enjoying the finest quality pizza, 
signature sauce, toppings, and 

original fresh dough, with the 
opening of Papa John’s recent 
outlet at Doha Festival City this 
month.

A sweet surprise awaits 
chocolate connoisseurs as Doha 
Festival City unwraps its newest 
addition — Maia Chocolates, a 
well-established chocolate 
maker from Turkey which is the 

ultimate treat for chocoholics 
with its wide selection of hand-
crafted chocolate specialities.

The mall’s prominent 
offering also expands this month 
to include a number of newly 
opened outlets with Edge Fitness, 
Hush Puppies, Rituals, as well as 
Jasmine which is set to open on  
August 20.

A state of the art fitness 
centre, Edge Fitness boasts a 
large area of training space with 
the latest top of the line 
equipment from Technogym 
with cutting edge technology. 
With separate male and female 
areas, the gym provides both 
classes as well as circuit training 
areas. 

Mall-goers can now enjoy 
the world’s most comfortable 
and stylish shoes, accessories 
and apparel from Hush Puppies 
that will surely help them look 
and feel their best.

Shoppers can get their fix of 
gorgeous flower arrangements 
with Jasmine, a flower shop that 
utilizes creative design to 
deliver outstanding flower 
arrangements and customised 
artistic pieces that leave breath-
taking impact on loved ones. 

The newly opened Rituals, 
the No.1 bath and body brand 
in Europe, offers products based 
on ancient traditions and with 
unique fragrances crafted from 
natural ingredients by the 
world’s best perfumers.

Doha Festival City is home 
to more than 400 carefully 
selected international and local 
brands, including the country’s 
only IKEA and the largest 
Monoprix in the world. 

In line with the preventative 
measures set out by the author-
ities, Doha Festival City has 
introduced stringent health and 
safety measures throughout the 
mall for its staff and visitors.

A sweet surprise awaits chocolate connoisseurs as Doha Festival City unwraps its newest addition – 
Maia Chocolates, a well-established chocolate maker from Turkey.

The stable of re-
spected global and 
local brands wel-
comed to the mall 
grows exponentially, 
further strengthening 
Doha’s status as a 
leading international 
shopping and dining 
destination. 

Bayanat Engineering Qatar, Xsight partner to 
improve safety of HIA with advanced technology
THE PENINSULA — DOHA

Bayanat Engineering Qatar is 
currently working with Xsight 
Europe in order to implement 
the FOD detection system for 
the safe runway of Hamad 
International Airport, in order 
to ensure the safety of the 
passages, crew and planes.

Using latest safety tech-
nology for Europe, Bayanat 
Engineering ensures the 
delivery of the solution is met 
in a timely manner to its client 
satisfaction, said the company 
in a statement.

Bayanat Engineering Qatar 
is 100 percent Qatari company 
which continuously helps raise 
the bar with its projects with 

Civil Aviation Authority, Qatar 
Petroleum, Qatar Meteorology 
Department and other gov-
ernment institutions. 

The company’s European 
partners are SAAB, Frequentis, 
Micronav, FCSL, Corbor and 
Xsight Europe. The company 
works exclusively with the 
European offices of its partners 
and always strive to deliver the 
best solutions for its clients. 

The company said that its 
code of conduct and value of its 
clients is its priority, as it 
believes in trust — and it is the 
main pillar of the organisation, 
along with quality. 

Runway Debris Monitoring 
System (RDMS) by European 
company Xsight at Hamad 

International Airport is the part 
of the airport’s plan to elevate 
its safety measures and acquire 
the latest and most advanced 
runway technologies. 

RunWize will be imple-
mented on the airport’s two 
parallel runways, one of them 
being one of the longest in the 
world at 4,850 meters in length.

Ioannis Metsovitis, Senior 
Vice President of Operations at 
HIA, said: “HIA champions the 
adoption of cutting-edge tech-
nologies to ensure operational 
efficiency. The Runway Debris 
Monitoring System is one of 
such intelligent safety solutions 
implemented at our airport to 
accelerate our digital transfor-
mation. HIA partners with the 

world’s leading technology 
experts to implement the latest 
innovations and intelligent 
solutions to ensure the highest 
levels of passenger experience 
and safety.”

Yaniv Mendelson, VP Sales 
of Xsight Systems Inc., said: “We 
are proud to have Xsight’s 
RunWize recognized as a 
critical and integral part of HIA’s 
advanced eco-system to fully 
integrate and complement other 
critical systems. This prime 
function of the RunWize within 
HIA serves as an evidence to the 
importance the airport 
attributes to improving safety 
and efficiency during the take-
off and landing operation.”

Hasan Ezzeddine, General 

Manager at BEQ: “As one of the 
prime partners for HIA, we 
supply latest advanced technol-
ogies and the installation and 
maintenance to upgrade 
existing capabilities of the avi-
ation sector towards achieving 
the supreme operation 

performance. We ensure the 
availability of the leading 
product for our customer with 
outstanding end-to-end exe-
cution. Our commitment is to 
the deliver the outstanding 
service to provide and improve 
leading safety standards.”

Using the latest safety technology from Europe, Bayanat Engineering 
ensures the delivery of the solution is met in a timely manner to 
its client satisfaction.

Iran surpasses 20,000 confirmed deaths from COVID-19
AP — TEHRAN

Iran surpassed 20,000 
confirmed deaths from the 
coronavirus yesterday, the 
health ministry said — the 
highest death toll for any Middle 
East country so far in the 
pandemic.

The announcement came as 
the Islamic Republic, which has 
been struggling with both the 
region’s largest outbreak and 
the highest number of fatalities, 
went ahead with university 
entrance exams for over 1 
million students. Iran is also 
preparing for mass Shia com-
memorations later this month.

Iran suffered the region’s 
first major outbreak, seeing top 

politicians, health officials and 
religious leaders in its Shia  the-
ocracy stricken with the virus. 
It has since struggled to contain 
the spread of the virus across 
this nation of 80 million people, 
initially beating it back only to 
see it spike again beginning in 
June.

Still, international experts 
remain suspicious of Iran’s case 
counts. Even researchers in the 
Iranian parliament in April sug-
gested the death toll is likely 
nearly double the officially 
reported figures, due to under-
counting and because not eve-
ryone with breathing problems 
has been tested for the virus.

Iran reported its first coro-
navirus cases and deaths on the 

same day in February — the 
Mideast’s first outbreak of the 
virus — yet it only saw its 
highest single-day spike in 
reported cases in June. The 
highest daily death toll was 
reported in July.

In February, before Iran 
reported its first cases, author-
ities for days denied the virus 
had reached the country, 
allowing the virus time to 
spread as the nation marked the 
41st anniversary of its 1979 
Islamic Revolution with mass 
demonstrations and then held 
a parliamentary election in 
which authorities desperately 
sought to boost turnout.

Yesterday, Iran reported 
over 350,200 confirmed cases, 

with 20,125 deaths, Health Min-
istry spokeswoman Sima Sadat 
Lari said.

Meanwhile, some 1.4 million 
Iranian students began taking 
their hours-long university 
entrance exams, which typically 
see large groups of applicants 
sitting for the exam in big 
testing centers. Each applicant 
usually remains in the testing 
center for nearly four hours.

Ali Reza Zali, who is leading 
the campaign against the pan-
demic in Tehran, said Iran’s 
capital still faced the country’s 
highest level of alert over the 
virus. Authorities would disinfect 
testing centers to “guarantee the 
health of the applicants in the 
highest level,” he insisted.

Syria agrees to let 
Russia expand 
Hmeimim air base
REUTERS — MOSCOW

Syrian authorities have agreed 
to give Russia additional land 
and coastal waters in order to 
expand its military air base at 
Hmeimim, a Russian 
government document 
published yesterday showed.

The agreement, signed by 
representatives of the two 
countries on July 21 and which 
became effective on July 30, 
concerns an area of land and 
sea near Syria’s northern 
Latakia province, where the 
Russian-controlled Hmeimim 
air base is located.

The territory will be used 
for a “medical treatment and 
rehabilitation centre” for 
Russian air force staff, the doc-
ument said.

The territory, comprising 
eight hectares of land and a 
further eight hectares of coastal 
waters, will be granted to Russia 
on a temporary basis and at no 
cost, the document said.

Russia launched air strikes 
in Syria in 2015 and began 
cementing its permanent mil-
itary presence in 2017, fol-
lowing a deal with the gov-
ernment in Damascus.

Haftar eases blockade on oil 
production to ‘reduce power cuts’
AFP — BENGHAZI

Libyan strongman Khalifa 
Haftar has authorised a partial 
lifting of a months-long 
blockade of oil terminals to 
help ease power cuts, a military 
official loyal to him said.

 The reopening of oil ter-
minals is taking place “on the 
instructions of... Khalifa 
Haftar”, General Naji al-
Moghrabi, head of the 
Petroleum Facilities Guard, 
announced late Tuesday. 

 The reopening will, for the 
time being, only involve the use 
of stored hydrocarbons to 
supply electricity grids and to 
“maintain infrastructure, 

reservoirs and pipelines,” he 
added.

The reopening “will allow 
crude stored at oil terminals to 
supply electric and gas grids 
and bring relief to citizens” who 
are being hit by long power 
cuts, Moghrabi said.

On January 17, pro-Haftar 
groups supported by the 
Petroleum Facilities Guard 
blockaded key oilfields and 
export terminals to demand 
what they called a fair share of 
hydrocarbon revenues.

Libya has been in chaos 
since a Western-backed 
uprising toppled and killed 
longtime dictator Muammar 
Gaddafi in 2011.
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Mali President resigns after military mutiny
BLOOMBERG — BAMAKO

Malian President Ibrahim 
Boubacar Keita resigned after 
being detained by a military 
junta, prompting immediate 
international criticism despite 
the group’s pledge to shepherd 
a democratic transition.

The coup capped weeks of 
protests demanding that he step 
down. Keita, 75, has faced 
opposition criticism for alleged 
corruption and nepotism within 
his administration, and the mis-
handling of an escalating 
Islamist insurgency in the West 
African nation.

Keita appeared on national 
television to announce that he 
was dissolving his Cabinet and 
parliament, and complying with 
soldiers’ demands that he quit. 
“I don’t want a single drop of 
blood to be shed to keep me in 
office,” he said.

Hours later, Colonel-Major 
Ismael Wague appeared on tel-
evision to announce that the 
Comite National pour le Salut 
du Peuple, or National Com-
mittee for the Salvation of the 
People, has taken charge of the 
country. He appealed to civil 
society and political groups to 
help prepare for elections, 
without providing a timeline for 
when a vote will be held.

“The fight against cor-
ruption and good governance 
remain at the heart of what we 
seek,” Wague said. “To prevent 
the country from sliding into 
chaos, we will be responsible 
for the provision of social 
services.”

“Certainly a country in 

which there has been two coups 
in the last decade is not some-
thing that reassures mining 
investors,” said Lori-Anne 
Theroux-Benoni, a Dakar-
based analyst at Institute for 
Security Studies. “I would be 
slightly worried about the level 
of risk there and especially the 
rapid change in who are the 
interlocutors at the level of min-
istry of mining with the changes 
in government.”

The opposition M5 
Movement will work with the 
soldiers to have a transitional 
cabinet in place within 15 days, 
Clement Dembele, a member 
of the group, said by phone 
yesterday.

It’s not clear who would 
lead the transitional adminis-
tration. The recent opposition 
protests have been led by 
Mahmoud Dicko, a conserv-
ative, Saudi-trained preacher 
who’s been a vocal critic of the 
government for several years. 
Calls to his phone didn’t connect 
when Bloomberg tried to reach 
him for comment.

There was widespread con-
demnation of the military 
takeover.

The Economic Community 
of West African States placed 
its forces on standby, as it sealed 
off the nation’s borders and sus-
pended all trade. The regional 
bloc has intervened militarily 
in the past, sending troops to 

Gambia in 2017 to help end a 
political crisis there.

South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa, the current 
chairman of the African Union, 
called for an “immediate return 
to civilian rule” and for the mil-
itary to return to their barracks. 
He also demanded the military 
release Keita and other gov-
ernment officials including 
Prime Minister Boubou Cisse 
who are still being detained.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron held talks about the 
crisis with his Nigerian, Ivorian 
and Senegalese counterparts 
and said he supported medi-
ation by Ecowas.

The situation in Mali is rem-
iniscent of the 2012 ouster of 
Keita’s predecessor, Amadou 
Toumani Toure, by junior 
officers angry about the lack of 
resources needed to fight 
Tuareg rebels in the north. The 
subsequent power vacuum was 
exploited by al-Qaeda-linked 
Islamist groups who seized 
control of the north.

A French military inter-
vention pushed back the mili-
tants, but some groups later 
returned and expanded to carry 
out attacks on civilians and 
about 15,000 UN peacekeepers 
in the country. The insurgency 
has since spread across the 
region to countries including 
Niger and Burkina Faso.

The government’s inability 
to quash the Islamist insur-
gencies, which have claimed 
thousands of lives, fueled many 
of the protests against Keita. 
The leader assumed office on a 
wave of optimism after 2013 

elections, but critics said he 
didn’t fulfill any of his campaign 
pledges after his 2018 
re-election.

“In the short term there is 
no reason to expect an 
improvement in the security sit-
uation - to the contrary, the 

militant networks in the north 
of the country will see a gap to 
extend their influence while the 
situation in Bamako is 
uncertain,” NKC African Eco-
nomics analyst Francois Con-
radie said in an e-mailed 
research note.

Colonel-Major Ismael 
Wague announced 
that the military  has 
taken charge of the 
country and appealed 
to civil society and 
political groups to 
help prepare for 
elections.

 

US ‘strongly condemns’ Mali mutiny

EU calls for ‘immediate’ release 
of detained Mali leaders
AFP — BRUSSELS

EU leaders called for the 
immediate release of pris-
oners held after a coup in Mali, 
who include the country’s 
president and prime minister.

 Rebel soldiers took Pres-
ident Ibrahim Boubacar Keita 
and Prime Minister Boubou 
Cisse into custody on Tuesday 
afternoon and drove the pair 
to a military base on the out-
skirts of Bamako, which they 
had seized that morning.

 “We call for the imme-
diate freeing of prisoners, and 
for a return to the state of 
law,” said EU Council chief 
Charles Michel after a video 

summit of the bloc’s 27 
leaders.

“We believe that the sta-
bility of the region and of Mali, 
and the fight against terrorism 
should be an absolute pri-
ority,” he added.

The EU has operated a 
mission training the armed 
forces in Mali since 2013 and 
in July announced a joint EU 
special ops force to back Mali’s 
fight against militant groups.

 Michel said Europe would 
work in “close cooperation” 
with international and African 
institutions involved “so that 
we can come to a solution that 
is directly linked to the aspi-
rations of the Mali people.”

ANATOLIA — WASHINGTON

The US yesterday “strongly” 
condemned a “mutiny” in 
Mali, calling on military 
authorities to ensure the safety 
of detained government offi-
cials and their families.

Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo said US “calls on all 

political and military actors to 
work towards a restoration of 
constitutional government.”

“We urge all stakeholders 
in Mali to engage in peaceful 
dialogue, to respect Malians’ 
rights to freedom of 
expression and peaceful 
assembly, and to reject vio-
lence,” he said in a statement. 

Mali Prime Minister Boubou Cisse (left) and Mali President Ibrahim 
Boubacar Keita

Sudan ousts 
foreign ministry 
spokesman over 
Israel comments
AFP — KHARTOUM

Sudan’s foreign ministry 
spokesman was fired 
yesterday, after he made 
allegedly unauthorised 
comments indicating contact 
had been made with Israel 
regarding normalising ties, 
state media said.

Israel remains technically 
at war with Sudan.

“Foreign Minister Omar 
Qamareddin has dismissed 
Haider Badawi from his position 
as spokesman and head of the 
media division” at the ministry, 
according to a statement by the 
official SUNA news agency. 

When asked on Tuesday if 
there had been direct contact 
between Sudan and Israel, or 
whether Khartoum had taken 
steps to normalise ties with the 
Jewish state or sign a peace 
deal, Badawi responded, “I 
cannot deny it”.

Badawi also told Sky News 
Arabia television on Tuesday 
that “there is no reason for the 
continuation of hostilities 
between Sudan and Israel”. 

But Qamareddin later that 
day said “the question of rela-
tions with the Israelis has 
never been discussed by the 
Sudanese government”.

“The declaration made by 
Sudan’s foreign ministry 
spokesman Haider Badawi has 
astonished us because he is not 
mandated to comment on this 
subject.” 

Militants take hundreds 
hostage in Nigerian town
AFP — KANO

IS militants have taken 
hundreds of hostages in a 
northeast Nigerian town where 
residents had just returned 
after fleeing their homes, locals 
and militia sources said 
yesterday.

Islamic State West Africa 
Province (ISWAP) “terrorists” 
late Tuesday overran Kukawa 
in the Lake Chad region, the 
sources said.

They seized people who 
had returned to the town in a 
government operation on 
August 2 after spending nearly 
two years in displacement 
camps, said Babakura Kolo, 
head of a local militia.

“The terrorists attacked the 
town in 22 trucks around 4:00 
pm (1600 GMT) yesterday and 
engaged soldiers guarding the 
town in a fierce battle,” he said.

Kukawa’s residents had 
returned to their homes just 16 
days earlier under military 
escort, on the orders of the 
Borno state authorities.

They had been living in 
camps in the regional capital 
Maiduguri, 180km away, where 
they fled following a bloody 
attack in November 2018.

A local chief who accom-
panied the residents to the 
town said the people had 
returned with the hope of cul-
tivating their farmlands “only 
to end up in the hands of the 
insurgents.”

“We don’t know what they 
would do to them but I hope 

they don’t harm them,” said the 
chief, who asked not to be iden-
tified for safety reasons. 

A security source who con-
firmed the incident to AFP said 
fighter jets were deployed from 
Maiduguri to “tackle the situ-
ation”, without giving details.

The decade-long jihadist 
conflict in northeastern Nigeria 
has forced around two million 
people out of their homes, most 
of them from the northern part 
of Borno.

Many have moved into 
squalid displacement camps in 
Maiduguri, where they rely on 
handouts from international 
charities.

In the last two years, local 
authorities have been encour-
aging the displaced to return 
home, despite concern by 
international charities that this 
is not safe.

Residents have been 
returned to five major towns 
since 2018, where they are con-
fined under military protection, 
with trenches dug around to try 
to fend off jihadist raids.

Despite the fortifications, 
the insurgents have continued 
to launch attacks.

In a related development, 
an AFP reporter who visited the 
town of Magumeri, 50km 
outside Maiduguri, yesterday 
saw hundreds of residents to 
escape extortion by ISWAP.

The militants had on 
Tuesday mounted roadblocks 
in the town, seizing mobile 
phones, money and footwear 
from residents.

Turkey won’t yield to ‘pirates’ in Mediterranean: Erdogan
AFP — ANKARA

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan vowed yesterday not 
to yield to “pirates” and to 
continue searching for energy 
in disputed eastern Mediter-
ranean waters despite EU 
pressure to stop.

Long-held tensions in the 
region flared when Turkey last 
week sent a research vessel 
accompanied by warships off 
the Greek island of 
Kastellorizo.

The European Union urged 
Turkey to “immediately” halt 

on Sunday but Erdogan was 
undeterred.

“We’re 100 percent right on 
this issue. If we give in to the 
pirates, we will not be able to 
look future generations in the 
face,” he said on a visit to a new 
solar panel production plant in 
Ankara.

“We cannot leave to our 
children a country unable to 
defend its own rights, lacking 
self-confidence,” Erdogan said.

“The struggle in the eastern 
Mediterranean is not only about 
rights, but the future... Turkey 
is determined to seek its rights 

until the end,” he said, 
regardless of “colonialist” 
powers and threats.

Erdogan’s last remark 
appeared to be aimed at Nato 
ally France, which has 
repeatedly scolded Turkey and 
sent reinforcements to the 
eastern Mediterranean to 
support Greece.

Despite his defiant remarks, 
Erdogan again emphasised the 
importance of continued dia-
logue. “We are awaiting steps 
from our interlocutors that will 
decrease tensions, lead the way 
to dialogue,” he said. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan inspects Kalyon solar panel plant in Baskent Organized 
Industrial Site, in Ankara, yesterday.

Legal complaint filed against 
Lebanon leaders over blast
AP — BEIRUT

A Lebanese lawyer filed a legal 
complaint yesterday against the 
country’s president and prime 
minister for allegedly not taking 
action to remove dangerous 
material that had been stored 
at the port of Beirut.

The material — 2,750 tonnes 
of ammonium nitrate, a 
chemical used in fertilizers and 
explosives — ignited earlier this 
month, killing scores and 
wounding thousands of people.

The complaint by lawyer 
Majd Harb is largely symbolic. 
It’s centered on the fact that 
President Michel Aoun and out-
going Prime Minister Hassan 
Diab received a security report 

two weeks before the August 4, 
explosion, warning about the 
dangers of storing the chemical.

Following the explosion, 
Aoun said that once he received 
the report, he asked his military 
adviser to immediately act on 
it and do what was necessary. 
However, it was not clear why 
the material was not removed. 
There has been no comment 
from Diab, who resigned under 
pressure few days after the 
blast.

“They did not take any 
measures to prevent the 
explosion,” Harb’s complaint 
said. It was published by state-
run National News Agency.

Documents that surfaced 
after the blast, showed that 

many customs, port, intelli-
gence, military and judicial offi-
cials, as well as political leaders, 
knew about the stockpile of 
ammonium nitrate at Ware-
house 12 at Beirut’s port and 
nothing was done.

The explosion, which killed 
180 people, injured about 6,000 
and left nearly 300,000 people 
homeless was the most 
destructive single incident in 
Lebanon’s history. There are 30 
still missing after the explosion.

So far, authorities have 
detained 19 persons, many of 
them customs and port officials, 
and are questioning them. The 
head of the port and the coun-
try’s customs chief were both for-
mally detained earlier this week.

Yesterday, Judge Fadi 
Sawwan formally arrested two 

more port staffers, including the 
keeper of the manifest, 

according to state-run National 
News Agency.

A woman points at damaged traditional Lebanese houses, following a massive explosion at the port 
area on August 4, in Beirut, recently.



The end result of all 
this is that society 
will move from 
seriously underrating 
pandemic risk to 
badly overrating it. 
If you want to know 
when the US economy 
will start to see a 
significant recovery, 
focus on this issue 
of phantom risk. It 
will remain a binding 
constraint even after 
most of the real 
dangers are past.
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EDITORIAL

AFTER performing a great job during global COVID-19 
pandemic restrictions phase, Qatar Airways is fast 
moving on the recovery plan with restoring its world-
class services for almost all important destinations of 
the world.

In a short span of time after lifting or relaxing of coro-
navirus restrictions in different parts of the world, Qatar 
Airways has rebuilt network to over 550 weekly flights 
to over 85 destinations.

Qatar Airways has increased frequencies to Ankara 
and Cebu to daily, Clark to six-weekly, Dhaka to five-
weekly while Jakarta and Kuala Lumpur will increase 
to double daily and Istanbul (SAW) will increase to triple 
daily. The airline also recently announced the resumption 
of flights to Adelaide, Auckland, Houston, Kigali, London 
Gatwick, Nairobi, Philadelphia and Sialkot.

Qatar Airways also recently started operating flights 
between India and Doha from 13 cities in India.

According to the latest IATA data, Qatar Airways has 
become the largest international carrier between April to 
June by fulfilling its mission of taking people home. This 
enabled the airline to accumulate unrivalled experience 
in carrying passengers safely and reliably and uniquely 
positioned the airline to effectively rebuild its network. 

The carrier has also stringently implemented the 
most advanced safety and hygiene measures on board 
its aircraft and in Hamad International Airport.

Meanwhile honouring airline’s commitment with pas-
sengers, Qatar Airways has paid out over $1.2 billion 
in refunds to almost 600,000 passengers since March.

Qatar Airways has processed almost all refunds 
requested since March 2020 (96%). The airline is now 
processing all new refunds back to the original form of 
payment in less than 30 days.

Additionally, the airline introduced a flexible booking 
policy that has proved extremely popular with pas-
sengers. Qatar Airways tickets are now valid for two 
years from the date of issuance. 

Passengers can also choose to change their travel 
date or destination free of charge as often as they need, 
change their origin to another city within the same 
country or any other destination on the airline’s network 
within a 5,000 mile radius of the original, exchange their 
ticket for a future travel voucher worth 110% of the 
original ticket value, or swap their tickets for Qmiles. 
Over one third (36%) of Qatar Airways passengers 
selected one of these options over a refund.

In terms of manpower, Qatar Airways redeployed 
employees from other areas of the business – for 
example its Cabin Crew and Ground Services staff – to 
join the airline’s global network of customer contact 
centres to help manage the large volume of online 
requests and customer phone calls.

Remarkable resilience
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Quote of the day

The World Bank is looking at ways to reduce the 

amount of debt owed by poor countries — rather 

than simply delaying repayments — to attract more 

investors in the wake of the global pandemic and 

recession.

David Malpass, World Bank President

Students wear protective facemasks as they arrive for their first day of school at Mendel College, in Haarlem, The Netherlands, yesterday.

When it comes to COVID-19, I 
worry about the problem of 
“phantom risk.” Right now the 
risks of COVID-19 are very 
real, but at some point we still 
will feel those risks when they 
are no longer present, much 
as some amputees may feel a 
“phantom limb.”

How this might play out?
On the bright side, bio-

medical progress against 
COVID-19 continues to 
impress. Vaccines are pro-
gressing well ahead of 
schedule, faster and cheaper 

methods of testing are being 
discovered, and researchers 
are starting to crack open the 
riddle of how COVID-19 
interacts with the immune 
system. The treatment of hos-
pitalized patients is also 
improving.

The upshot is that the odds 
of a person dying from 
COVID-19 are falling and are 
likely to continue to fall. Many 
parts of America, including 
my own populous Fairfax 
County in Virginia, have 
increasingly experienced days 
with no deaths at all. Nor are 
the hospitals overwhelmed, 
and thus other medical proce-
dures can resume.

The most likely outcome, 
therefore, is that nine, six or 
perhaps even three months 
from now the death toll from 
COVID-19 will be much lower.

That is good news for the 
markets, too - but here is why 
I am not yet an unrecon-
structed economic optimist. 
COVID-19 cases have acquired 
a stigma, and that stigma is 
likely to persist above and 
beyond the dangers associated 
with the virus itself.

If, say, 20 COVID-19 cases 
were identified within a high 
school today, there is a very 
real risk that those infected 
students would carry the virus 
home and infect older and 
more vulnerable people. There 
is also a small risk that the stu-
dents would sustain damage 
themselves. Not surprisingly, 
most schools won’t reopen 
because they cannot deal with 
the burden - institutionally, 
legally or otherwise - of being 
connected to significant 
numbers of COVID-19 cases.

The question is how this 
stigma ends. If rates of death 
and possible long-term 
damage fell to half of their 

current levels? One-third? 
Less? I strongly suspect these 
same schools still would be 
unwilling to reopen, due in 
part to phantom risk.

If rates of death and 
damage fell to one-fifth of 
their current level, perhaps, 
there would be more reo-
penings - but there would still 
be a lot of reluctance to restore 
previous levels of attendance. 
How about one-tenth the level 
of mortality? It is hard to say 
when people will feel com-
fortable once again.  Along 
these lines, as long as clusters 
of reported cases are possible 
- regardless of mortality rates 
- many high-rise office 
buildings will not let workers 
and visitors simply pile into 
their elevators.

Many sites likely to expe-
rience identifiable, traceable 
clusters of cases will keep 
their doors shut, or open them 
on only a very limited basis. 
Further declines in the mor-
tality rate won’t help much, 
because “37 COVID-19 Cases 
Identified at UC-Berkeley” is 
enough of a headline to create 
reputational risk and an insti-
tutional response. Even if eve-
ryone makes a speedy 
recovery, that won’t get the 
same kind of media coverage.

In fact, the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
just ended face-to-face 
instruction because 177 stu-
dents out of 30,000 tested pos-
itive. You can debate whether 
that is a lot of coronavirus or 
not, but ultimately the public 
perceptions matter more than 
the precise number of cases.

This kind of risk aversion 
will harm schools most of all, 
because it is relatively easy to 
figure out that a cluster of cases 
among the young came from 
their school interactions. The 

same is true for many service-
sector workplaces with rela-
tively cramped quarters. Movie 
theaters and entertainment 
venues may have a somewhat 
easier time of it, because if 
some number of people show 
up at the local clinic to be 
tested, it won’t be obvious that 
they might have all seen the 
same movie together.

Recent research shows 
that professional sports 
events (pre-COVID) increased 
the mortality risk from 
influenza in a city by between 
4% to 24%, a non-negligible 
amount. Yet few people worry 
about this problem because it 
is not psychologically vivid 
and receives little publicity. 
COVID-19 risk will not so 
easily settle into a comparable 
category, given the trauma it 
has inflicted on both people 
and society itself.

This reluctance cannot con-
tinue forever, of course, 
because at some point schools, 
office buildings and other insti-
tutions will run out of money 
and political support. None-
theless, progress on the bio-
medical and medical fronts will 
outrace the economic recovery 
in the sectors vulnerable to 
identifiable, reported clusters 
of COVID-19 cases.

The end result of all this is 
that society will move from 
seriously underrating pan-
demic risk to badly overrating 
it. If you want to know when 
the US economy will start to 
see a significant recovery, 
focus on this issue of phantom 
risk. It will remain a binding 
constraint even after most of 
the real dangers are past.

Tyler Cowen is a 
Bloomberg Opinion col-
umnist. He is a professor of 
economics at George Mason 
University.

THE WASHINGTON POST 

The United States must draw 
critical lessons from the 
flawed response to the coro-
navirus pandemic. A broad 
investigation by a bipartisan 
commission could help guide 
the next generation when 
calamity strikes. Ideally, a 
commission would inves-
tigate for a year or so and 
report only after the presi-
dential election. The 9/11 
Commission provides a useful 
model of what is possible.

A number of proposals, 
roughly similar, have been 
introduced on Capitol Hill - so 
far by Democrats. Repub-
licans should not absent 
themselves. The best way to 
ensure that a commission 
does not become one-sided is 
for Republicans to contribute.

Although the pandemic is 
still unfolding, broad areas 

that a US commission should 
tackle include preparedness 
in the years before the coro-
navirus struck. Why did the 
many warnings of pandemic 
risk not trigger more action? 
Why did the United States get 
caught with so few respi-
rators, ventilators and diag-
nostic testing equipment and 
supplies? Another key field of 
inquiry is the origin of the 
pandemic. A commission 
should investigate this 
despite the difficult rela-
tionship with China. A probe 
should examine the possi-
bility of a lab accident; it 
should also investigate 
whether, and how, the virus 
may have leaped from 
animal to human. The World 
Health Organization has 
begun such a probe and sent 
experts to Beijing. Already, 
the question has been heavily 
politicized by President 

Donald Trump, using the 
derogatory “China virus” in 
his comments on the pan-
demic and saying,”It 
shouldn’t have happened. 
China should have stopped 
it.” The investigation needs to 
establish facts and move 
beyond cheap scapegoating 
and attempts to distract from 
Trump’s failures.

An investigation ought to 
explore early warning and 
rapid response, goals often 
raised but rarely achieved. 
Does the world need an 
effective, shared disease sur-
veillance network that would 
sound an alarm? Why have 
previous efforts to build 
rapid- response counter-
measures fallen short? The 
probe must examine how the 
United States performed so 
poorly in grappling with the 
onset of the pandemic, 
including the president’s 

chaotic and negligent man-
agement of the crisis. It 
should also examine the ill-
fated and costly decision to 
reopen prematurely in May. 
The probe must also look at 
systemic issues in the US 
health-care system, global 
supply chains, biomedical 
innovation and funding 
priorities.

In July, the WHO 
announced its own plans for 
an independent review of its 
pandemic performance, to be 
led by former prime minister 
of New Zealand Helen Clark 
and former president of 
Liberia Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. 
They will report back in May. 
The Trump decision to pull 
the United States out of the 
organization was counterpro-
ductive; hopefully, this review 
will strengthen the WHO. The 
United States must return to 
membership.

The phantom risk of COVID-19
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Floods in Delhi as South Asia monsoon toll nears 1,300
AFP — NEW DELHI

Heavy monsoon rains lashed 
New Delhi yesterday, inun-
dating roads and piling on 
misery for commuters in the 
chaotic Indian capital, as the 
death toll from the annual 
deluge across South Asia rose 
to nearly 1,300.

The monsoon is vital to the 
densely populated region, revi-
talising land and waterways 
amid scorching summers. But 
it also causes widespread death 
and destruction.

In New Delhi, commuters 
battled through knee-deep 
waters and cars and buses were 
submerged as torrential rains 
added to traffic woes in the city 
of 20 million.

At a museum in Jaipur in the 
mostly desert state of Rajasthan, 
staff said how they were forced 
to smash open a glass display 
case containing a 2,300 year-
old Egyptian mummy in order 
to save it from rainwater 
flooding the ground floor.

“The workers broke the 
glass of the box and took the 
mummy out” last Friday after 
water levels started rising, 
Albert Hall Museum’s superin-
tendent Rakesh Cholak said.

“The case of the coffin got a 
little wet but we’ve put it out to 

dry too.” The torrid conditions 
in recent days also hit India’s 
northern and eastern states.

Across India, 847 people 
have died this season, the home 
ministry said.

In the southwestern state of 
Kerala, the death toll from a 
single landslide rose to 61 yes-
terday, with nine people still 
missing, an official said.

In India’s poorest state 
Bihar, eight million people have 
been hit by the floods, with 
thousands of displaced people 
sleeping on embankments and 
highways amid a shortage of 
relief camps.

This year’s rains have also 
come in the wake of the economic 
devastation wrought by the coro-
navirus pandemic, with the loss 
of crops across flood-affected 

areas a further blow to farmers 
and rural communities.

In Bangladesh, 226 people 
have died so far with 40 percent 
of the country underwater after 
torrential rain caused rivers to 
burst their banks and inundate 
villages.

“In terms of duration it was 
the second-worst floods in the 
country’s history,” said Arifuz-
zaman Bhuyan, the head of 
Bangladesh’s Flood Forecasting 
and Warning Centre.

More than six million people 
have had their homes damaged 
by the floods, and tens of thou-
sands of villagers remain in 
shelters, an official from Bang-
ladesh’s disaster management 
ministry said.

Others are sleeping in 
shanties built on roads on higher 
ground, unable to return home 
to their submerged homes.

In flood-hit Rupangar 
village outside the capital 
Dhaka, Shahanara Begum said 
she has been living on the road 
with her family for more than 
a month.

“It seems like bad luck 
doesn’t leave us. Wherever we 
go, floodwater follows us,” the 
50-year-old said yesterday.

“It is very insecure to live on 
the road but we don’t have a 
choice... most of our food stocks 

and clothes are already ruined,” 
added 70-year-old Maya Saha.

In Nepal, 218 people have 
died and 69 are missing from 
landslides and floods since mid-
June when the monsoon began.

In the latest incident early 

Wednesday, six bodies were 
recovered and 11 people were 
missing after a flood swept 
away a remote settlement in a 
western district, an official said.

Nepal’s monsoon toll tops 
200 for most years, but experts 

say this year’s landslips have 
been particularly deadly due to 
the continuing after-effects of 
the massive 2015 earthquakes 
and more road construction in 
the country’s Himalayan 
foothills.

Commuters make their way along a waterlogged street following monsoon rainfalls in New Delhi, 
yesterday. 

COVID-19: Nepal 

bans transport 

and gatherings 

in Kathmandu

REUTERS — KATHMANDU

Nepal temporarily banned 
public and religious gatherings 
and most transportation in its 
capital Kathmandu and 
surrounding areas on 
Wednesday, asking residents 
to stay home to control the 
spread of the coronavirus as 
cases surge.

The curbs will apply to 
Kathmandu Valley from yes-
terday for a week, but could 
be extended, the government 
said, one day after the country 
reported its biggest daily spike 
in coronavirus cases. Trans-
gressors will be fined $5 but 
could face up to three months 
in jail.

Nepal began to partially 
ease a nationwide lockdown 
in June, allowing some local 
transport to resume, but kept 
a ban on international and 
domestic travel in place while 
the country’s famed peaks 
have remained closed to 
climbers.

“The running of private 
and public vehicles is pro-
hibited in the district (Kath-
mandu)”, the government said 
in a statement.

“No one should organise 
public or religious gatherings, 
fairs, celebrations and fes-
tivals,” it said, urging the val-
ley’s four million residents to 
observe cultural events at 
home.

Only transport carrying 
essentials like food items, and 
security and health workers 
will be allowed on the streets, 
the government said.

On Tuesday, Health Min-
istry spokesman Jageswar 
Gautam said more than 1,000 
people had tested positive for 
the coronavirus and seven had 
died from COVID-19 in the 
past 24 hours, the highest 
single day spike in cases.

The numbers took Nepal’s 
total cases to 28,257 and the 
death toll from COVID-19 to 
114.

Kathmandu Valley, which 
comprises the capital city and 
surrounding areas, recorded 
205 new cases, a jump of 
around 10 percent jump from 
the previous day.

The restrictions come as the 
Hindu festival season begins this 
week, with hundreds tradi-
tionally participating in gath-
erings in the country.

Some critics say the 
measures were not enough.

“A public health emer-
gency must be declared to fast 
track measures like taking 
private hospitals on lease to 
treat coronavirus patients,” 
said Gagan Thapa, a former 
health minister and opposition 
lawmaker, amid concerns that 
hospitals could end up 
overwhelmed. 

Vaccine should be mandatory, says Australian PM
AFP — SYDNEY

Australia’s leader called 
yesterday for coronavirus 
immunisations to be 
mandatory, wading into ethical 
and safety debates raging 
around the world as the race to 
develop a vaccine gathers pace.

Almost 30 potential vac-
cines are currently being tested 
on humans across the globe in 
hope of ending a pandemic that 
has now killed more than 
775,000 people and infected 
nearly 22 million, according to 
a  tally.

Prime Minister Scott Mor-
rison said he wants all 25 
million Australians to get the jab 
after the country secured access 
to a vaccine currently under 
development by AstraZeneca 
and Oxford University.

“There are always exemp-
tions for any vaccine on medical 

grounds, but that should be the 
only basis,” he said.

Nations are scrambling to 
develop an immunisation or 
gain access to one of a handful 
of contenders in the final stages 
of clinical trials.

Upping the ante, Russia on 
August 11 said it had developed 
the world’s first vaccine offering 
“sustainable immunity”, and 
was in the final stage of human 
testing.

But the announcement was 
met with scepticism by the 
World Health Organisation, 
which said it still needed a rig-
orous review, and scientists say 
it has been approved without 
large-scale trials.

Among the competitors, 
Brazilian health regulators on 
Tuesday gave the green light to 
the final stage of trials on a 
vaccine by Johnson & Johnson.

The US pharmaceutical firm 

will test its drug on 7,000 vol-
unteers in Brazil, authorities 
said, part of a group of up to 
60,000 worldwide.

South Africa, meanwhile, 
will launch clinical trials of a 
US-developed vaccine with 
2,900 volunteers this week, the 
second such study in the African 
country worst hit by the disease.

However, the push for a 
vaccine has coincided with a 
rise in anti-vaccine sentiment 
that could hinder efforts to 
encourage widespread uptake.

The global outbreak has 
seen a sharp rise in online mis-
information, speculation and 
opposition — something experts 
have dubbed an “infodemic” — 
with debate raging over 
whether vaccine rules impinge 
on personal freedoms.

The WHO has said the 
planet’s highest-risk popula-
tions must all be inoculated 

simultaneously or else it will be 
impossible to rebuild the global 
economy.

It has appealed to countries 
to join its global shared vaccine 
programme rather than go it 
alone in developing a cure.

Director-general Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said the 
most exposed 20 percent of 
each country’s population —
including frontline health 
workers, adults over 65 and 
those with pre-existing condi-
tions — would be vaccinated 
first in the WHO-led scheme.

“The fastest way to end this 
pandemic and to reopen econ-
omies is to start by protecting 
the highest risk populations 
everywhere, rather than the 
entire populations of just some 
countries,” he said.

His warning comes as the 
virus refuses to die across large 
parts of the globe, with South 

Korea and Lebanon the latest 
countries to witness new spikes.

Seoul ordered nightclubs, 
museums and buffet restaurants 
to close, and banned large gath-
erings in and around the capital, 
after a burst of infections mostly 
linked to Protestant churches.

The country yesterday 
reported 297 new cases, its sixth 
consecutive day of triple-digit 
increases after several weeks 
with numbers generally in the 
30s and 40s.

In Lebanon, authorities 
announced a new lockdown 
and overnight curfew to rein in 
a spike following a colossal 
chemical explosion on August 
4 that has hampered virus pre-
vention efforts.

In the absence of a vaccine, 
some people around the world 
have been resorting to novel 
and whacky methods to ward 
off the virus.

Jeepney passengers seated in between plastic barriers, wear face masks and face shields mandatory 
in public transportation, to help curb coronavirus disease infections, in Quezon City, Metro Manila, 
Philippines, yesterday.

Philippines works on use of 
saliva for COVID-19 testing
ANATOLIA — ANKARA

Researchers in Philippines are 
working to see the possible use 
of saliva as a sample for coro-
navirus testing.

Maria Rosario Vergeire, a 
health department official, said 
W e d n e s d a y  F i l i p i n o 
researchers were working on 
the “method of collecting saliva 
samples for almost a month 
now,” daily Phil Star reported.

The archipelago nation 
Wednesday reported 4,650 new 
cases and 111 deaths due to the 
virus. 

The national death toll 
climbed to 2,795 after fresh 
fatalities, while the number of 
total infections hit 173,774.

“That is being studied by 

our lab experts’ panel. We for-
warded it to our laboratory 
experts’ panel to study and to 
look at the different experi-
ences of countries using this 
method,” Vergeire said.

“Our lab experts’ panel is 
looking into this because it will 
be easier if saliva is used. But 
the panel also discovered the 
process is tedious because there 
may be food particles in saliva. 
So, we are still studying many 
things about this,” Vergeire 
added.

Amid the pandemic, 
polymerase chain reaction 
using a nose or throat swab is 
a standard testing procedure 
across the world besides rapid 
anti-body tests where doctors 
use blood samples.

The US and Israel have also 
tested “use of saliva for deter-
mining coronavirus.” The 
COVID-19 has also affected 
Philippines national police 
force. According to the police, 
around 3,000 of its personnel 
have been infected by 
COVID-19, while 13 personnel 
have died due to the infection.

As many as 2,221 police per-
sonnel have recovered from the 
disease.

Meanwhile, the coronavirus 
cases climbed to 541 in auton-
omous Bangsamoro region. A 
statement by the government 
in the Muslim-majority 
southern Philippines said the 
death toll has jumped to 14. 
There are 92 active cases in the 
region.

New Zealand steps up 
military presence at 
border after breaches
 BLOOMBERG — WELLINGTON

New Zealand is increasing the 
military presence at its border 
as it battles a new coronavirus 
outbreak and seeks to prevent 
any further security breaches.

Around 500 extra defence 
personnel will be deployed at 
managed isolation facilities, 
almost doubling the current 
number, Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern said on Wednesday. 

"By scaling up our Defence 
Force staff we’ll be able to reduce 
our reliance on private security 
guards, especially in the highest 
risk facilities,” she said. “Our 
intention is to stop using private 
security contractors, particularly 
in the riskiest places.” 

Ardern first called in the 
military to enforce border con-
trols in June after two women 
who arrived from the UK were 
allowed to leave managed iso-
lation early and subsequently 
tested positive for Covid-19. 

There have been more breaches 
since, including a man who 
escaped a quarantine hotel and 
spent an hour wandering city 
streets before testing positive.

Ardern cited experiences 
abroad for increased use of the 
military — possibly a reference 
to Melbourne, where private 
security guards are thought to 
have played a role in spreading 
the virus from quarantined 
arrivals to the public.

At the same time, she said there 
are encouraging signs that a fresh 
community outbreak in Auckland 
is under control, with just five new 
cases reported today. The source 
of that outbreak, which has grown 
to 74 cases and put Auckland into 
lockdown, is unclear.

“While the current com-
munity cluster has not been 
sourced to a managed isolation 
facility, nothing is fail-safe and 
strengthening security is a step 
we believe is useful,” Housing 
Minister Megan Woods said.

Thalassemia patients in India 
face challenges amid virus
ANATOLIA — NEW DELHI

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, Thalassemia patients 
have faced multiple challenges, including non-availability of blood, 
as most hospitals are denying treatment.

In order to address the issue, Indian Health Minister, Dr. Harsh 
Vardhan inaugurated a new Thalassemia screening and coun-
selling centre in the capital New Delhi on Tuesday evening. “There 
are around 270 million Thalassemia patients in the world. India 
has the largest number of children with Thalassemia major in the 
world, about 1 to 150,000, and about 10,000-15,000 children having 
Thalassemia major are born every year,” said the minister.

He added that this initiative by the Indian Red Cross Society 
will provide an opportunity to administer adequate therapy to 
those affected, enabling them to lead a better life and preventing 
the birth of children affected with hemoglobinopathies.

In New Delhi, 
commuters battled 
through knee-deep 
waters and cars 
and buses were 
submerged as 
torrential rains added 
to traffic woes in the 
city of 20 million. 
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South Korea warns of 
nationwide virus risk as 
church outbreaks spread
REUTERS — SEOUL

South Korea reported yesterday 
its highest daily rise in novel 
coronavirus cases since early 
March as outbreaks from 
churches around the capital 
spread, prompting a warning of 
a nationwide wave of infections.

The 297 new infections 
mark the sixth straight day of 
triple-digit increases in a 
country that has managed to 
blunt several previous 
outbreaks.

The national tally rose to 
16,058 infections with 306 
deaths, according to data from 
the Korea Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (KCDC).

Nearly 90 percent of the 
new cases appeared in the 
capital, Seoul, and surrounding 
areas, raising concern of the 
rapid spread of the virus in a 
metropolitan area of more than 
25 million people.

“We’re in a desperately dan-
gerous crisis where infections 

are spreading in the Seoul met-
ropolitan area and threatening 
to lead to a massive nationwide 
transmission,” Vice Health Min-
ister Kim Gang-lip told a 
briefing.

“The government cannot 
contain the current spread only 
with tracing and isolation... 
please stay home unless you 
must go out.” At least 166 of the 
new infections are linked to the 
Sarang Jeil Church, taking the 
number of cases from it to 623.

Authorities have mobilised 
some 8,500 police to trace 
another 600 members of the 
church’s congregation who 
should be in isolation, and they 
are trying to test all of its 4,000 
members.

Some members of the 
church, which is run by a radical 
conservative preacher, are 
reluctant to come forward and 
get tested, or to self-isolate, offi-
cials have said.

Many of them also attended 
anti-government rallies in Seoul 
on the weekend where thou-
sands of people gathered from 
across the country, raising fears 
infections were seeded there.

KCDC deputy director Kwon 
Jun-wook said 10 people at the 
protests with no ties to the 
church had been infected and 
urged everyone who attended 
to get tested.

Prime Minister Chung Sye-
kyun vowed to take legal action 
against the church for any 

attempt to disrupt tracing and 
testing efforts by failing to 
provide accurate membership 
lists.

At least three other smaller 
clusters have been traced to 
churches in Seoul and one to a 
church in the city of Yongin. 
More than 50 cases have been 
linked to a coffee outlet in the 
city of Paju.

Clubs, buffets and cyber 

cafes have been ordered to 
close in Seoul and surrounding 
regions. In-person church 
services have also been banned 
while indoor and outdoor gath-
erings have been restricted to 
no more than 50 and 100 
people, respectively.

Authorities said if the 
number of infections rises or 
continues at the current rate of 
spread, they will likely impose 

the highest level of social dis-
tancing rules, under which 
schools are closed, businesses 
advised to work from home and 
gatherings limited to 10 people.

Kwon said the country 
would be at a “crossroads” for 
the next few days and the gov-
ernment might have to impose 
tougher curbs if there was a 
spike in cases with no obvious 
origin.

Pakistan will not recognise Israel until Palestinians get just settlement: PM
INTERNEWS — ISLAMABAD

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran 
Khan categorically denied that 
Pakistan would recognise 
Israel — a few days after the 
UAE established formal rela-
tions with Tel Aviv — stating 

that Islamabad won’t do so 
until Palestinians are not given 
their right to a “just settlement”.

PM Imran’s comments 
came during a wide-ranging 
interview with Kamran Khan 
on Dunya News.

“Whichever country wants 

to do it [recognise Israel], our 
stance is very clear. Our stance 
was cleared by Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah in 1947-
48,” said PM Imran. 

“Which was that we will 
never recognise Israel till the Pal-
estinians do not get their rights.”

He said that Pakistan will 
not establish diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel till the Pal-
estinians do not get a separate 
state of their own, which the 
people of Palestine accept, 
based on the Two-Nation 
Theory.

The premier said that if 
Pakistan agreed to recog-
nising Israel and gave up its 
principled stance then it will 
have to stop raising the issue 
of Kashmir as the situation in 
the disputed area was the 
same.

People wearing protective face masks wait at a zebra crossing as social distancing measures have 
been introduced to curb the spread of the coronavirus, in Seoul, South Korea, yesterday.

Typhoon adds to
rain, flooding woes
in southern China
AP — BEIJING

China suffered a double blow 
yesterday of flooding and land-
slides from unusually heavy 
seasonal rains and a typhoon 
that came ashore on its 
southern coast.

Five people were missing in 
Yunnan province in the 
southwest after a landslide 
destroyed two houses, the 
official People’s Daily news-
paper said.

In Sichuan province, 21 
vehicles parked in a square in 
Yibin city fell into a hole after 
the road beneath them col-
lapsed in the middle of the 
night. No one was injured, 
according to media reports.

Flooding has left more than 
200 people dead or missing in 
China this year and caused 
$25bn in damage, authorities 
said last week.

Typhoon Higos drenched 
Hong Kong overnight before 
making landfall in Zhuhai, a city 
in Guangdong province, in the 

morning with maximum sus-
tained winds of 126km per 
hour, China’s National Meteor-
ological Center said.

It weakened to a tropical 
storm as it moved west toward 
the neighboring Guangxi region. 
More than 65,000 people were 
evacuated, schools were closed 
and many fishing boats 
returned to port along the coast, 
according to Chinese media 
reports.

Power was knocked out in 
Meizhou city in northeastern 
Guangdong province on 
Tuesday night after trees fell 
onto power lines, the electric 
company said.

The worst of the flooding 
appeared to be over in Sichuan, 
where the emergency level was 
lowered yesterday morning and 
the toes of a famous Buddhist 
statue re-emerged as waters 
receded, news reports said.

It was the first time in at 
least 70 years that water had 
reached the foot of the Leshan 
Giant Buddha, a 71-metre-tall 

statue carved into the side of a 
mountain in the eighth century.

Emei Mountain, a nearby 
tourist site, reopened to visitors 
after being closed for nearly 
three days.

The sprawling Chongqing 
municipality saw its worst 
flooding since 1981. 

Water covered roofs in 
low-lying areas of the historic 

town of Ciqikou, which was 
closed to tourists because of 
the rains from Tuesday 
evening.

On the Yangtze River, the 
inflow of water into the res-
ervoir behind the massive 
Three Gorges Dam hit a record 
72,000 cubic meters per 
second, state media said. 

The inflow is expected to 

peak today at 76,000 cubic 
meters per second, the Ministry 
of Water Resources said.

On Tuesday, President Xi 
Jinping visited hard-hit Anhui 
province, where the 13 sluice 
gates of the Wagnjiaba dam 
had been opened, flooding 
farmland and forests to 
prevent more extensive 
damage downriver.

Community workers and volunteers deliver food and supplies to flood-affected residents after heavy 
rains in Neijiang in China’s southwestern Sichuan province, yesterday.

Two strong
quakes strike 
off Indonesia
AFP — JAKARTA

Two large and shallow earth-
quakes struck off Indonesia’s 
Sumatra island early yesterday, 
the US Geological Survey 
reported, but no tsunami 
warning was issued and there 
were no immediate reports of 
casualties or major damage.

Frightened residents fled 
their homes when the twin off-
shore quakes rocked Bengkulu 
city on Sumatra’s western coast, 
a witness said.

“The first earthquake was 
quick...but another one hit 
shortly after and it was just as 
strong,” Bengkulu resident 
Jumentrio, who goes by one 
name, said.

“My children screamed hys-
terically.” The area was hit by a 
string of aftershocks, according 
to Indonesia’s Meteorology, Cli-
matology and Geophysics 
Agency.

“But until now we haven’t 
received any report of damages 
due to the earthquakes,” said 
Rahmat Triyono, head of the 
agency’s tsunami and earth-
quake centre.

The quakes, of magnitude 
6.8 and 6.9, struck within six 
minutes of one another from 
5.23am at a depth of between 
22 and 26 kilometres, respec-
tively. Shallower quakes tend to 
cause more damage than deeper 
ones. But The Indian Ocean 
Tsunami Warning and Miti-
gation System said there was 
“no threat to countries in the 
Indian Ocean”.

Japan’s Abe says 

hospital trip was 

just for checkup

AP — TOKYO 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe brushed off 
lingering worries about his 
health yesterday, saying he 
went to the hospital only for a 
checkup.

“I got a checkup a day 
before yesterday to make 
absolutely sure I’m healthy,” 
he told reporters. “I’m getting 
back to work now, and I hope 
to keep working hard. Thank 
you.” He walked off, without 
responding to reporters’ 
follow-up questions about the 
checkup.

Abe was seen on Monday 
sitting in a car that drove into 
Keio University Hospital in 
Tokyo, then emerging several 
hours later. At that time, 
neither he nor his office made 
comments.

The visit raised a flurry of 
speculation in Japanese media 
about his health, coming after 
a top ruling party politician 
said publicly that Abe was 
overworked and needed rest.

Indonesia capital displays dummy 
coffin as COVID-19 warning
REUTERS — JAKARTA

Authorities in Indonesia’s 
capital are experimenting with 
some shock tactics to fight 
COVID-19, by displaying an 
empty coffin at a busy inter-
section as a reminder of the 
dangers of the highly contagious 
virus.

The words “COVID-19 
victim” are painted red on the 
casket on display in one district 
of Jakarta, which is the epi-
centre of the coronavirus out-
break in Indonesia.

A manikin wearing a pro-
tective suit, mask and face-
shield, stands by the faux coffin, 
while a board underneath dis-
plays the latest local district’s 
infection and death tally.

“Maybe the action taken by 
the leadership is a bit extreme 
but this is how we hope to raise 
awareness,” said Djaharuddin, 
chief of Jakarta’s Mampang Pra-
patan subdistrict. The corona-
virus has infected 143,000 

people and killed more than 
6,200 in Indonesia, which has 
Southeast Asia’s highest death 
rate from the disease.

Schools remain closed in 
Jakarta, home to at least 10 
million people, but restaurants 
and public transport can 
operate at reduced capacity as 
part of a gradual easing of curbs 
in the city since June. Social dis-
tancing measures are in place 

nationwide, but are not always 
heeded.  “Infection cases 
increase day by day, but people 
still ignore the health protocols,” 
added Djaharuddin, who uses 
one name.

“Setting up the coffin helps 
people to stay alert of the situ-
ation so that they can change 
their behaviour.” A village on 
Java island has used a similar 
approach, deploying a cast of 
“ghosts” to patrol streets, hoping 
an age-old superstition will 
keep people indoors.

Jakarta’s governor Anies 
Baswedan this week said he 
was considering applying an 
“emergency brake” on a phased 
transition to normalcy amid 
soaring cases in the city.

Muhamad Soleh, who has a 
noodle stall just across the 
street, said he liked the casket 
idea. “We need to recognise the 
fact that COVID-19 is dan-
gerous, and with a coffin set up 
here I think it’s very effective,” 
he said. 

Thousands of Taiwan govt 
email accounts hacked
AFP — TAIPEI

Chinese hackers infiltrated at 
least 10 Taiwan government 
agencies and gained access to 
around 6,000 email accounts in 
an attempt to steal data, officials 
said yesterday.

The damage done was “not 
small”, according to a top Taiwan 
cyber official, who said the full 
impact was still being assessed.

Taipei has accused Beijing of 
stepping up a cyber campaign 
since 2016 when Taiwan elected 
President Tsai Ing-wen, who 
refuses to acknowledge Beijing’s 
insistence that the self-ruled 
democratic island is part of “one 
China”.

Tsai, who views Taiwan as 
de facto independent, won re-
election by a landslide in January 
in what was seen as a strong 
rebuke to Beijing’s campaign to 
influence the island.

According to the Taiwan 
Investigation Bureau’s Cyber 
Security Investigation Office, two 
well-known Chinese hacking 
groups — Blacktech and Taidoor 

—  have been targeting gov-
ernment departments and infor-
mation service providers since 
2018.

“We know for sure that these 
6,000 emails have been com-
promised. We are still assessing 
the extent of the damage,” the 
office’s deputy director, Liu 
Chia-zung, said.

“As far as we know, the 
damage done by this infiltration 
is not small,” Liu added.

“We are making this public 
because we want to alert eve-
ryone of the threat and stop 
further damage.” The 
announcement comes a week 
after US health secretary Alex 
Azar wrapped up a historic trip 
to the self-ruled island as China 
warned Washington not to “play 
with fire”.

Beijing has ramped up dip-
lomatic and economic pressure 
on Taiwan as well as increasing 
military drills near the island, 
including its jets breaching Tai-
wan’s air defence zone with 
unprecedented frequency in 
recent weeks.

The 297 new infections mark the sixth straight 
day of triple-digit increases in a country 
that has managed to blunt several previous 
outbreaks. The national tally rose to 16,058 
infections with 306 deaths.

Schools remain 
closed in Jakarta, 
home to at least 
10 million people, 
but restaurants and 
public transport can 
operate at reduced 
capacity as part of 
a gradual easing 
of curbs in the city 
since June. 



Health Minister Matt 
Hancock said the 
government was 
trialling a range of 
new, faster tests 
that can give instant 
results and hoped to 
roll them out towards 
the end of the year. 
Cases in Britain have 
started to rise again, 
with more than 1,000 
positive results on 
eight of the last 10 
days. 
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Britain plans to bring in 
mass testing in bid to 
curb spread of COVID-19
REUTERS — LONDON

Britain plans to bring in regular, 
population-wide testing for 
COVID-19 so it can suppress the 
spread of the virus and ease 
restrictions that have crippled 
its economy without triggering 
a second wave in one of the 
worst-hit countries in the world.

Health Minister Matt 
Hancock said the government 
was trialling a range of new, 
faster tests that can give 
instant results and hoped to 
roll them out towards the end 
of the year.

“The mass testing, popu-
lation testing, where we make 
it the norm that people get 
tested regularly, allowing us 
therefore to allow some of the 
freedoms back, is a huge project 
in government right now,” he 
told BBC Radio.

Prime Minister Boris John-
son’s government has been crit-
icised by political opponents 
and health experts for being too 
slow to go into lockdown and 
in rolling out testing to know 
how far the virus had spread. 

Britain now has the highest 
death toll in Europe, at more 
than 50,000, and the deepest 
economic contraction of any 
major advanced economy.

Hancock said the country’s 
research laboratories at Porton 
Down were trialling new saliva 
tests that do not need to go to a 
laboratory, so they can deliver 

faster results. “There are new 
technologies coming on track 
which we are buying and testing 
now,” he said. “We’ll ramp it up 
certainly over the remainder of 
this year.” 

Widespread testing is seen 
as one way to reopen the 
economy, which suffered a 
record 20% contraction in the 
second quarter and is expected 
to see unemployment soar 
when the government ends its 
huge job subsidy programme in 
October. “Hard times are here,” 
Finance Minister Rishi Sunak 
said last week.

New approaches to testing 
that do not need to be processed 
in labs could also spur a re-
evaluation of Britain’s policy of 
requiring travellers from coun-
tries such as Spain and France 
to quarantine.

London’s  Heathrow 
Airport said yesterday that a 
testing area was ready to open 
should Britain approve a rule 
change and allow two tests, 
one on arrival and one some 
days later, to cut the quar-
antine time for travellers from 

A photograph taken in London shows the contents of a UK government COVID-19 antigen home test 
kit. The antigen test determines whether you are currently infected with the novel coronavirus.

the current two weeks.
“The move to increase mass 

testing and use new techniques 
will support efforts to 
encourage people to resume 
aspects of daily living about 
which they may well be 
nervous,” said Sian Griffiths, 
Emeritus Professor of Public 
Health at the Chinese University 
of Hong Kong.

“Receiving this information 
within a faster time period will 
enable further consideration to 
be given to testing in situations 

such as airports.”  
For the current lab-based 

tests, Britain’s government 
says it currently has a daily 
testing capacity of more than 
335,000, although in August 
between 150,000 and 190,000 
tests have actually been proc-
essed on any given day.

By comparison, Germany’s 
testing lab association said on 
Tuesday that the country had 
been using about 750,000 of a 
weekly capacity of a million 
tests and so was using a higher 

proportion of its capacity. 
Cases in Britain have started 

to rise again, with more than 
1,000 positive results on eight 
of the last 10 days. 

The government said yes-
terday that it would expand a 
testing study being run by the 
Office for National Statistics 
from 28,000 people now to 
150,000 by October and ulti-
mately to 400,000 to help 
establish a better national 
picture of the pandemic and 
spot local outbreaks.

Belarus President orders clampdown on unrest
AFP — MINSK

The European Union yesterday 
rejected the result of Belarus’s 
disputed presidential election 
as strongman leader Alexander 
Lukashenko ordered his 
security forces to prevent any 
further unrest.

Following an emergency 
video conference on the elec-
tions, European Council chief 
Charles Michel said the EU would 
soon levy sanctions against a 
“substantial number” of people 
responsible for vote rigging and 
the violent suppression of pro-
tests in the ex-Soviet country.

Protesters have flooded the 
streets of Belarusian cities in the 
wake of the August 9 election, 
waving the red-and-white flags 
of the opposition and calling on 
Lukashenko to step down after 
he claimed a sixth term with 
some 80 percent of the ballot.

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel told reporters that the 
EU rejects the results of the 
vote, which was “neither free 
nor fair”.

Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, a 

37-year-old political novice 
who fled to neighbouring 
Lithuania after claiming victory 
in the vote, earlier yesterday 
urged EU leaders not to rec-
ognise the “fraudulent” ballot.

Western leaders including 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron and Merkel this week 
called on Lukashenko’s close ally 
Russia to foster talks between 

authorities and the opposition.
The Kremlin yesterday 

described foreign interference in 
Belarus as “unacceptable” and 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
condemned what he said were 
attempts from abroad to take 
advantage of unrest in Belarus.

Europe’s longest-serving 
leader, Lukashenko has 
resisted calls to resign or hold 

new elections and has accused 
the opposition of attempts to 
“seize power”. 

During a meeting of his 
security council yesterday, 
Lukashenko ordered his gov-
ernment to prevent further 
unrest and shore up protections 
along the ex-Soviet country’s 
border. “There should be no 
more riots in Minsk. People are 
tired; people demand peace and 
quiet,” he told officials.

He said the protective 
measures on the border were 
necessary to stop “militants, 
weapons, ammunition and 
money from other countries 
from entering Belarus to 
finance the riots”.

Lukashenko’s claim to 
victory sparked the largest dem-
onstrations in Belarus since it 
gained independence with the 
1991 collapse of the Soviet Union. 
The health ministry yesterday 
confirmed the death of a 
43-year-old man after his family 
said he was shot while taking part 
in a protest last week. Two other 
people are confirmed to have 
died in post-election unrest.

People wave Belarusian national flags and a Soviet flag during a 
rally in support of Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko in 
Minsk, yesterday.

Eritrean apologises in German court for throwing boy under train
AFP — FRANKFURT

An Eritrean man yesterday 
apologised in a German court 
for fatally pushing a boy under 
a train during an episode of par-
anoid schizophrenia, in a case 
that stoked a heated immi-
gration debate.

“I am infinitely sorry, espe-
cially for the family,” suspect Habte 
Araya said in a written statement 
read by his lawyer at the opening 
of the trial in Frankfurt. 

The suspect is accused of 
pushing the eight-year-old boy 
and his mother onto the tracks 
in an apparently random attack 
at Frankfurt’s main station last 

July. The mother was able to roll 
off the tracks to avoid the 
oncoming high-speed InterCity 
Express train, but the boy was 
killed instantly.

Araya said he could not 
remember the crime but it 
“must have happened according 
to all the information I have 
received”, adding that he was 
“very seriously ill” at the time.

The suspect, who had entered 
Germany from Switzerland days 
earlier, is also accused of trying 
to push a 78-year-old woman 
onto the tracks, although she 
managed to save herself.

That woman told the court 
yesterday that she remembered 

seeing the boy and his mother 
“flying through the air” after the 
suspect pushed them, and that 
the platform was filled with 
“sheer horror”. The tragic case 
led the far-right AfD party to 
call for tighter controls on for-
eigners entering Germany, 
although the suspect was not in 
the country illegally.

Following a psychiatric 
assessment, prosecutors said 
Araya was suffering from par-
anoid schizophrenia and had “at 
least a considerably reduced 
ability” to control his actions. 

They say he committed 
manslaughter, attempted man-
slaughter and dangerous bodily 

injury and have applied for him 
to be placed in a secure psychi-
atric institution.

He could also be found to 
have committed murder and 
attempted murder if he is 
deemed to have acted with 
malice and “deliberately 
exploited the victims’ defence-
lessness”. Judges said yesterday 
that they saw “a whole series” 
of indications that mental 
illness could have rendered him 
unable to control his actions.

Araya did not previously 
know the victims and showed 
no signs of drug use at the time 
of the attack, according to pros-
ecutors. A married father of 

three, he had been living in 
Switzerland and was on the run 
from Swiss police after a violent 
incident the previous week.

He had recently undergone 
psychiatric treatment, according 
to police in the Swiss canton of 
Zurich where he lived. The week 
before the incident in Frankfurt, 
he had threatened a neighbour 
with a knife and locked her up, 
and also trapped his wife and 
their children, aged one, three 
and four, in their flat before 
running away. Police said it 
appeared the suspect had not been 
listed as wanted in European police 
databases and had been able to 
cross borders freely.

A police officer investigates the scene of a series of allegedly 
deliberate car crashes on highway A100 in Berlin, Germany, yesterday.

Man causes Berlin 
motorway crashes, 
probe under way
AFP — BERLIN

A man has caused a series of 
motorway accidents in Berlin 
injuring six people, including 
three seriously, in what German 
prosecutors yesterday described 
as a suspected Islamist attack.

Police said the man had 
caused three accidents on a city 
motorway in the Tempelhof-
Schoeneberg district shortly 
before 1700 GMT yesterday.

After crashing into a 
motorbike, he got out of his 
mangled vehicle and told wit-
nesses a metal box in his car 
contained a “dangerous 
object”, which police said 
turned out to be false. 

The suspect, identified only 
as a 30-year-old Iraqi, had tar-
geted motorcyclists in par-
ticular in a “quasi hunt”, a 
spokesman for the prosecution 
said. “The possibility of an 
Islamist attack cannot be ruled 
out,” prosecutors said. “State-
ments by the accused suggest 
a religious Islamist motivation” 
for his actions. “There are also 
indications of psychological 
instability,” they added.

He was arrested on sus-
picion of attempted murder in 
at least three cases and is to 

face a judge who will decide 
whether he should be placed 
in a psychiatric facility.

The suspect was already 
known to police, with prosecutor 
Margarete Koppers saying he 
had contact with a known 
Islamist while staying in the 
same refugee shelter in 2018-19.

He had a prayer rug and a 
kitchen knife with him at the 
time of the motorway rampage, 
Koppers added.

The suspect had published 
clues on social media that he 
was planning an attack, 
according to the DPA news 
agency. He had posted photos 
of the car used for the attack 
on Facebook, along with reli-
gious slogans, the report said. 
His vehicle was brought to a 
halt after slamming into a 
motorbike.

The motorway was closed 
for several hours, causing sig-
nificant traffic jams with 
drivers asked to leave their 
vehicles as a precaution.  Born 
in Baghdad, the suspect has a 
temporary residency permit in 
Germany until December, 
according to Koppers. Investi-
gators have found no links to a 
terrorist organisation so far, 
prosecutors said.

Body washed up on French beach
after migrants founder at sea
AFP — LILLE, FRANCE

A body discovered on a beach 
in northern France is likely that 
of a teenage migrant who 
drowned trying to cross the 
English Channel with a friend 
in an inflatable boat, police said 
yesterday.

The friend, who said he was 
Sudanese, aged 16, was found 
on the beach in the early hours 
yesterday suffering from hypo-
thermia. The pair’s small vessel 
ran into trouble as they tried to 
make their way to Britain from 
France. The survivor told police 
his companion, of the same age, 
had gone missing at sea, local 
authorities said.

Rescuers were sent out to 

look for him, with helicopter 
backup, but to no avail.

Hours later, a body was 
found on the beach at Sangatte 
in the Pas-de-Calais region. The 
body has not been formally 
identified, but local official 
Philippe Sabatier said it was 
likely that of the missing boy.

“This unbearable tragedy 
mobilises us even more... against 
smugglers who take advantage 
of the distress of human beings,” 
Marlene Schiappa, France’s min-
ister delegate for citizenship 
issues, said on Twitter.

Britain’s Interior Minister Priti 
Patel tweeted: “This is an upsetting 
and tragic loss of a young life. This 
horrendous incident serves as a 
brutal reminder of the abhorrent 

criminal gangs and people smug-
glers who exploit vulnerable 
people. Working together we are 
determined to stop them.” 

Attempted migrant 
crossings from France to Britain 
have sharply increased this year 
and 50 more were rescued yes-
terday, including six children, 
the French authorities said.

Five separate operations saw 
a total of 50 taken off makeshift 
boats during the morning. They 
were handed over to border 
police. Since January 1, author-
ities in northern France have 
recorded over 350 attempts or 
crossings involving more than 
4,000 migrants, compared with 
203 attempts and 2,294 migrants 
for the whole of 2019.

Norway expels 
Russian diplomat 
after spying arrest

AFP — OSLO

Norway said yesterday that it 
had expelled a Russian dip-
lomat, just days after arresting 
a Norwegian man suspected 
of passing sensitive infor-
mation to Moscow.

The country’s PST intelli-
gence agency on Monday said 
the Norwegian man was “for-
mally suspected of providing 
information to a foreign 
country,” which it later con-
firmed was Russia.

“We have informed the 
Russian ambassador that an 
employee of the Russian 
embassy is undesirable as a dip-
lomat and will be asked to leave 
Norway,” said a foreign ministry 
spokeswoman, Siri Svendsen.

She said the person had 
engaged in acts “not com-
patible with his status as a dip-
lomat”. The diplomat, who 
works in the embassy’s trade 
section, has until the end of the 
week to leave the country.

Russia has vowed a 
response. The man was with the 
Norwegian when the latter was 
arrested at an Oslo restaurant 
on Saturday. The Norwegian 
risks up to 15 years in prison if 
found guilty of espionage.

Court documents show that 
the Norwegian, identified as 
Harsharn Singh Tathgar, told 
investigators he had handed 
over information in exchange 
for “not insignificant sums in 
cash”, but had insisted the infor-
mation was not harmful to the 
nation’s interests.



In an unprecedented and elaborate roll call 
vote that took place entirely online due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, all 50 states and seven 
territories announced their vote tallies that 
cemented Biden’s role as the party flagbearer. 
“Well thank you very, very much, from the 
bottom of my heart,” a beaming Biden said in a 
live video link. “It means the world to me and 
my family,” he added.
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Democrats nominate Biden for epic challenge
AFP — MILWAUKEE

US Democrats nominated Joe 
Biden as their 2020 presidential 
candidate late on Tuesday, 
offering the Washington 
veteran as a “man of courage” 
who would sweep away the 
“chaos” of four years under 
Donald Trump.

Viewers tuning in to Day 2 
of the four-day Democratic 
National Convention saw pre-
senters affirm Biden’s character 
and leadership while drawing 
a sharp contrast with the brash 
Republican scrambling to 
remain in the White House after 
November’s election.

In an unprecedented and 
elaborate roll call vote that took 
place entirely online due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, all 50 
states and seven territories 
announced their vote tallies that 
cemented Biden’s role as the 
party flagbearer.

It was a diverse array of pol-
iticians, everyday Americans 
and even some of Biden’s erst-
while rivals who helped nomi-
nated the 77-year-old Biden.

“Well thank you very, very 
much, from the bottom of my 
heart,” a beaming Biden said in 
a live video link. “It means the 
world to me and my family,” he 
added, reminding viewers he 
will deliver a formal acceptance 
speech late on Thursday at the 
conclusion of the four-day 
jamboree.

The nomination was a for-
mality as he had already won 
the majority of the more than 

3,900 delegates back in June.
The roll call came on Day 2 

of the mostly virtual Democratic 
National Convention aimed at 
celebrating the party’s can-
didate and welcoming inde-
pendents and frustrated Repub-
licans into their political 
movement to oust Trump from 
the White House.

The proceedings included a 
series of presentations by party 
leaders past and future who 
unleashed their own arguments 
against the White House 
incumbent and urged voters to 
rally around Biden.

The lineup featured 
95-year-old president Jimmy 
Carter, who served one term 
from 1977, and 1990s com-
mander-in-chief Bill Clinton, 
who warned that the Trump 
White House is swirling with 
chaos instead of the compe-
tence necessary to address the 
nation’s crises.

“At a time like this, the Oval 
Office should be a command 
center. Instead, it’s a storm 
center. There’s only chaos,” 

Clinton said.
“Just one thing never 

changes — his determination to 
deny responsibility and shift the 
blame,” Clinton said. “The buck 
never stops there.” 

The night’s emotional 
underpinning was delivered by 
Jill Biden, who closed out the 
night with a compelling profile 
of the man she married in 1977.

The educator from Pennsyl-
vania delivered a personal, high-
stakes prime-time testimonial 
describing how the personal 
tragedy of the death of Biden’s 
first wife and daughter in a 1972 
car crash has shaped him.

“How do you make a broken 
family whole?” she said. “The 
same way you make a nation 
whole. With love and under-
standing — and with small acts 
of compassion. With bravery. 
With unwavering faith.” Amer-
icans, she said, were “coming 
together” despite Trump divi-
siveness. “We have shown that 
the heart of this nation still 
beats with kindness and 
courage,” she added. “That’s the 

soul of America Joe Biden is 
fighting for now.” 

The president faced a 
barrage of criticism on opening 
night too, notably from former 
first lady Michelle Obama who 
said Trump lacks the character 
and skills for the job.

“I thought it was a very 
divisive speech, extremely 
divisive,” Trump told reporters 
at the White House. On a visit 
to battleground state Arizona, 
Trump knocked Obama for 
delivering taped remarks. 
“Thursday night I’m doing it 
live,” Trump said, referring to 
his speech next week when he 
formally accepts his party’s 

nomination at the online 
Republican convention.

Trump said he has chosen 
the White House South Lawn 
as the location — a controversial 
decision given that presidents 
are required to separate their 
campaigning from taxpayer-
funded governing.

In its effort to appeal to 
middle-of-the-road voters and 
frustrated Republicans, the 
convention featured a video 
highlighting the unlikely 
friendship between Biden and 
late Republican senator John 
McCain, narrated by his widow 
Cindy McCain.

Republ ican  former 

secretary of state Colin Powell 
also delivered videotaped 
remarks in which he endorsed 
Biden. Tuesday’s keynote was 
notable in that it featured 16 
mostly young current and 
former elected Democrats seen 
as upcoming leaders including 
Stacey Abrams, a woman of 
color who narrowly lost the 
Georgia governor’s race in 2018.

“Faced with a president of 
cowardice, Joe Biden is a man 
of proven courage who will 
restore our moral compass by 
confronting our challenges, not 
by hiding from them or under-
mining our elections to keep his 
job,” Abrams said.

Joe Biden, accompanied by his wife Jill Biden, celebrates after being formally nominated as 2020 US 
Democratic presidential candidate in convention roll call during the virtual 2020 Democratic National 
Convention as participants from across the country are hosted over video links from the originally 
planned site of the convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Thousands evacuated 
as fast-moving fires 
spread in California
AFP — LOS ANGELES

Thousands of residents fled a city in 
northern California yesterday as a series 
of fast-moving fires spread overnight, 
burning dozens of homes and structures.

The fire outside Vacaville, a city of 
about 100,000 residents located near 
the state capital Sacramento, is part of 
a series of blazes that have scorched 
nearly 50,000 acres (20,200 hectares) 
in northern California in recent days.

“If you’re asked to evacuate, please 
do so SAFELY,” Vacaville police said on 
Twitter. “Practically every single first 
responder unit in town is actively 
working to safely notify, evacuate and 
fight the fires, so our residents are safe.” 

Some residents of Vacaville heeded 
the evacuation orders dressed only in 
their pajamas as the flames surged across 
roadways and gas lines exploded at 
several residences. Multiple people suf-
fered burns as they ran for their lives.

Fire officials said the blaze was zero 
percent contained early yesterday and 
threatened some 1,900 structures in the 
area. One woman described fleeing the 
inferno with her husband, who suffered 

burns in his car and was forced to 
abandon the vehicle. “I had all these 
flames on me and I lost my shoe but I 
made it,” she told the local NBC station. 
“God saved me.” 

The group of fires — known collec-
tively as the LNU Lightning Complex and 
taking place as the state faces a torrid 
heat wave — has so far destroyed dozens 
of buildings or structures in three 
counties. Governor Gavin Newsom has 
declared a state of emergency to facil-
itate the release of emergency funds.

“We are deploying every resource 
available to keep communities safe as 
California battles fires across the state 
during these extreme conditions,” 
Newsom said.

“California and its federal and local 
partners are working in lockstep to meet 
the challenge and remain vigilant in the 
face of continued dangerous weather 
conditions.” Firefighters said that in total, 
some 30 fires across the state had 
torched some 120,000 acres.

The LNU fire — which was sparked 
by a lightning storm earlier in the week 
in the Bay Area — has affected Sonoma, 
Lake, Napa and Solano counties, parts 

A car burns while parked at a residence in Vacaville, California during the LNU 
Lightning Complex fire yesterday. 

of which are still recovering from similar 
devastating blazes in recent years.

The wildfires are spreading largely 
uncontrolled and have intensified 
because of the record-breaking heat. 

In the past week, California’s Death 
Valley has been experiencing historic 
high temperatures, with the mercury 
rising as high as 130 degrees Fahrenheit 
(54.4 degrees Celsius). Nearly 45 million 
people across the western United States 
were under an excessive heat warning 
or heat advisory yesterday.

The scorching temperatures have put 
a massive strain on the state’s power 
network, with blackouts leaving some 
30,000 people without service, 
according to Power outage.us.

Last week, brush fires near Lake 
Hughes, just north of Los Angeles, burned 
more than 10,000 acres and prompted 
the evacuation of 500 homes. Wildfires 
have become more frequent and bigger 
in California in recent years, in part 
driven by climate change.

Also yesterday, Washington state 
Governor Jay Inslee declared a state of 
emergency over a series of wildfires. 
“Wildfires are threatening the safety and 
livelihoods of Washingtonians all across 
the state,” Inslee said in a statement.

“And the COVID-19 pandemic has 
put additional strain on our resources, 
as some of our usual support is further 
limited due to international movement 
restrictions.” 

‘Reassuring’ study on risk of 
virus transmission on planes
AFP — WASHINGTON

Wearing masks to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus was 
not widespread in March, when 
a group of German tourists took 
a long flight home from Tel Aviv 
— but researchers were sur-
prised to find only two pas-
sengers outside the group had 
been infected.

In a short study published 
on Tuesday in the US medical 
journal JAMA Network Open, 
virologists at a university hos-
pital in Frankfurt, Germany 
meticulously contacted all of 
the passengers from the flight 
— none of whom had worn 
masks at the time — to examine 
the actual risk posed by the 
presence of travellers infected 
with COVID-19.

On March 9, 102 passengers 
boarded the Tel Aviv-Frankfurt 
flight that lasted four hours and 
40 minutes, including a group 
of 24 tourists. German author-
ities were alerted that the group 
had come into contact with an 
infected hotel manager in 
Israel, and decided to test the 
24 tourists upon their arrival in 

Frankfurt. Seven of them tested 
positive, as did another seven 
later on.

Four to five weeks later, 
researchers contacted the 78 
other passengers from the 
flight, 90 percent of whom 
responded. The researchers 
asked them whom they had 
come into contact with and 
what symptoms they had, and 
tested several of them.

They found two passengers 
were most likely infected 
during the flight: The two 
people sitting across the aisle 
from the original seven cases.

For respiratory viruses, 
experts traditionally consider 
the contagion zone in an air-
plane to extend two rows of 
seats in front of the infected 
person and two rows behind.

But shockingly, a person 
seated in the row (seat 44K) 
directly ahead of two of the 
infected tourists (seats 45J and 
45H) was not infected.

“This person from row 44 
told us that he had a long con-
versation, and was speaking a 
long time with both of row 45,” 
Sandra Ciesek, the head of the 

Institute of Medical Virology in 
Frankfurt, said, noting that 
made it all the more surprising 
he was not infected. 

The two passengers seated 
directly behind another infected 
tourist also did not contract 
COVID-19. 

“We were surprised to only 
find two likely transmissions,” 
said Sebastian Hoehl, from the 
same Frankfurt institute.

All of the other passengers 
were not tested, so researchers 
could not exclude that some of 
them might have been infected. 
The study stresses that, in any 
case, viral transmission on an 
airplane is indeed possible if 
passengers do not wear masks.

But, Hoehl noted, “as the 
rate was lower than what we 
expected, and as none of the 
passengers wore masks, I think 
it is reassuring that we could 
not detect more” cases.

The researchers also said 
that multiple studies on repa-
triation flights from Wuhan, 
China at the start of the pan-
demic found that no transmis-
sions occurred on board while 
passengers were masked.

Brazil fires threaten 
world’s largest wetland
REUTERS — BRASILIA

Flames are ravaging Brazil’s 
Pantanal, the world’s largest 
wetland, approaching the 
region’s main highway and 
threatening endangered 
species amid a near-record 
number of fires.

Brazil’s national space 
research agency Inpe has regis-
tered 3,121 fires in the first 15 
days of August, nearly five times 
higher than the same period a 
year ago. At the current pace, 
fires could approach the all-time 
record for any month since 
records began in 1998.

Firefighters in the area 
worked to douse smoldering 
earth that was charred black as 
clouds of smoke billowed hun-
dreds of feet into the air.

Speaking on a visit to Mato 
Grosso State to see the fire-
fighting efforts, Environment 
Minister Ricardo Salles said the 
challenges loom large. “The 
atmosphere is very hot, very 
dry, with strong winds and high 
temperatures,” Salles said.

“We saw hundreds of fires 
along the journey throughout 
the day. Places where the 

planes and firemen have fought 
the fires directly without 
stopping, but still the fires are 
causing great damage to fauna, 
flora and to the Pantanal 
region,” he added.

Roughly 8,500 square kil-
ometers, or nearly 6% of the 
Pantanal, burned from January 
to July, according to gov-
ernment data. The Pantanal is 
10 times the size of the Everg-
lades wetlands in the U.S. state 
of Florida. The region is one of 
the most biodiverse places on 
the planet with more than 
4,700 plant and animal species, 
including threatened ones like 
the jaguar, according to 
advocacy group WWF.

Most of the largest sanc-
tuary for the blue Hyacinthine 
Macaw parrots has gone up in 
flames this year, Brazil’s Folha 
de S.Paulo newspaper reported.

The blazes in the Pantanal 
come amid rising concerns 
about fires in the Amazon, its 
much larger neighbour to the 
north. Fires spiked in the first 
few days of August in the 
Amazon, but were down by 17% 
for August 1-15, compared with 
the same period a year ago.

Pandemic  
home-schooling 
puts Americans 
into debt: Report

AFP — WASHINGTON

A significant proportion of 
Americans whose children are 
attending classes from home 
due to COVID-19 are going into 
debt to pay for food and school 
supplies, a survey found.

The United States is grap-
pling with the world’s worst 
coronavirus outbreak and 
many school districts have 
shifted classes at least partially 
online to prevent transmission 
of the coronavirus as students 
resume their studies following 
the summer break.

The report from personal 
finance company Credit 
Karma found 33 percent of 
more than 1,000 parents 
whose children would be at 
home at least part of the time 
surveyed in July don’t feel 
financially prepared for extra 
expenses associated with their 
children learning at home.

A quarter have already 
gone into debt to pay for the 
unexpected costs, while 12 
percent say they expect to do 
so by the end of the year.

Of those who went into 
debt, 38 percent said it was 
due to having “to provide 
learning supplies that I typi-
cally rely on my kid(s)’ school 
to provide, such as textbooks, 
pens, notebooks, learning 
software or laptops/tablets,” 
according to the survey.

Another 32 percent said 
they “had no option other than 
going into debt to provide 
school supplies,” while 27 
percent said they “now have 
to pay for breakfast and lunch 
for my kid(s), which their 
school usually provides”. 

Credit Karma also found 
almost two-thirds of working 
parent respondents said they felt 
they had to compromise their 
careers to deal with their children 
who were at home, while a 
slightly higher proportion 
reported working longer hours 
to help their kids with learning. 
More than half of single mothers 
reported feeling unprepared for 
the added expenses.

Congress remains dead-
locked on providing additional 
aid to Americans after programs 
paid for by the $2.2 trillion 
CARES Act rescue package 
passed in March expired.

President Donald Trump 
has called for schools to reopen 
but Democrats and Republicans 
in Congress can’t reach an 
agreement on a larger fiscal bill 
that could include money for 
education.


