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Latest Figures

Under the patronage of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani, Qatar University 
(QU) will hold the male students’ 
graduation ceremony, Class of 
2020 on October 12 at 10am. The 
ceremony for distinguished female 
students will be held in the presence 
of Her Highness Sheikha Jawaher 
bint Hamad bin Suhaim al-Thani, 
wife of His Highness the Amir, on 
October 13 at 10am. Page 3

There is a drop in road traff ic 
accidents in Qatar, despite the 
increase in the number of vehicles 
and licence holders, a virtual 
awareness seminar was told 
yesterday. Captain Saud Abdullah 
al-Hamad, off icer of the Traff ic Safety 
Department, noted that accidents 
came down to 21,7353 in 2019, 
marking a drop of 2.8% as against 
22,3718 in 2018. The number of road 
traff ic accident deaths declined to 
154 in 2019 from 168 in 2018. Page 7

Yoshihide Suga 
(pictured) became 
Japan’s first new prime 
minister in nearly 
eight years yesterday, 
pledging to contain 
Covid-19 and push reforms after 
retaining about half of predecessor 
Shinzo Abe’s lineup in his cabinet. 
Suga, 71, said he would stick with his 
former boss’ “Abenomics” growth 
policies while pushing reforms 
including deregulation, digitalisation 
and smashing of bureaucratic 
barriers.  Page 10

The competent authorities 
yesterday arrested four people who 
violated the legal requirements for 
home quarantine, QNA reported. 
The arrests came in implementation 
of the precautionary measures in 
force in the country, approved by the 
Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) to 
ensure the achievement of public 
safety and to curb the spread of 
Covid-19. The four persons being 
referred to prosecution are Said 
Mohamed Taleb Afefah al-Marri, 
Salah Hassan Hosh Bakht, Mohamed 
Mohamed Ibrahim Nuwwara and 
Masaud Rehaiman Said Rehaiman. 

Amir to attend
QU graduation
ceremony

Drop in accidents,
deaths in Qatar

New Japan PM Suga
pledges reform

Four arrested for 
violating home 
quarantine conditions

 

Incentives for pvt sector
extended for 3 months

3rd Qatar-US Strategic
Dialogue cements ties

QNA
Doha

In implementation of the directives 
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani to 

provide fi nancial incentives amount-
ing to QR75bn to the private sector af-
fected by the Covid-19 precautionary 
measures, HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior announced a slew 
of measures, including extension of 
exemption for food and medical items 
from customs duties and waiving of 
electricity and water charges for three 
more months as well as raising the 
ceiling of  the National Guarantee Pro-
gram managed by Qatar Development 
Bank to QR5bn.

These were among the steps in-
cluded in a statement issued by HE the 
Minister of Justice and Acting Minis-
ter of State for Cabinet Aff airs Dr Issa 
Saad al-Jafali al-Nuaimi after HE the 
Prime Minister and Minister of Inte-
rior Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Ab-
dulaziz al-Thani chaired the Cabinet 
regular meeting held at its seat at the 
Amiri Diwan yesterday. 

In accordance with the directives 
of His Highness the Amir to over-
come all difficulties and obstacles 
facing the private sector, HE the 
Prime Minister and Minister of Inte-
rior  directed that:

 The exemption of food and 
medical goods from customs duties 
will continue for an additional three 
months. This should be refl ected in the 
selling price to the consumer.

 The exemption from electricity 
and water fees will continue for an ad-
ditional three months for the follow-
ing sectors: hospitality and tourism,  
retail, small and medium industries, 
commercial complexes in exchange 
for providing services and exemptions 

to tenants, and the logistic areas.
 The exemption from rents for lo-

gistic areas and small and medium in-
dustries will continue for a period of 
three months.

 The ceiling of the National Guar-
antee Programme that is managed by 
Qatar Development Bank (QDB) will 
be increased from QR3bn to QR5bn, in 
addition to extending the programme 
for an additional three months. Qatar 
Development Bank will issue the nec-
essary controls and conditions for this.

 The automatic renewal of expired 
licences and commercial registrations 
will continue for an additional three 
months, provided that the fees due are 
paid later. Page 2

QNA
Washington

The Governments of Qatar and 
the United States highlighted 
at the third Qatar-US Strate-

gic Dialogue, the strength of the bi-
lateral relationship, opportunities to 
further deepen co-operation to ben-
efi t both countries, and the sustained 
implementation of previously signed 
agreements and arrangements.

The event, held on Monday and 
Tuesday in Washington, saw Qatar’s 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Aff airs HE Sheikh Moham-
ed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani and the 

US Secretary of State Michael Pom-
peo co-chairing the opening session.

They reviewed the progress made 
since the conclusion of the last Stra-
tegic Dialogue, held in Doha in January 
2019. Both sides discussed opportu-
nities to further their robust bilateral 
relationship. This is highlighted by the 
visit by His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani to the US 
in July 2019 for meetings with Presi-
dent Donald Trump, as well as cabinet 
level visits to Qatar by Pompeo and 
US Secretary of the Treasury Steven 
Mnuchin in 2020. A large US delegation 
led by Mnuchin had travelled to Qatar 
for the Doha Forum in December 2019.

A joint statement issued at the con-
clusion of the 2020 Strategic Dialogue, 

reviewed that the event addressed re-
gional and global aff airs and built on 
robust bilateral cooperation in the are-
as of health, humanitarian assistance, 
international development, labour, 
law enforcement, counterterrorism, 
commerce, culture, and education. 

Qatar and the US signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) on 
education, culture, and sports in ad-
dition to signing a Statement of Intent 
(SoI) designating 2021 as the US-Qatar 
Year of Culture and an Announcement 
of Intent for Qatar to host an invest-
ment forum in the US in 2021. Both 
sides plan to sign an MoU on interna-
tional development and humanitarian 
assistance on September 18. To Page 8

The 2020 Strategic Dialogue 
addressed regional and 
global aff airs and built on 
robust bilateral co-operation 
in the areas of health, 
humanitarian assistance, 
international development, 
labour, law enforcement, 
counterterrorism, commerce, 
culture, and education

Cabinet hopes Afghan
talks will lead to peace

The Cabinet welcomed the Af-
ghan peace negotiations that 
Doha is currently hosting within 

the context of Qatar’s eff orts to bring 
peace to Afghanistan and in imple-
mentation of the wise directives of 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani. The fi rst posi-
tive results of Qatar’s endeavour were 
achieved at the end of February 2020 
with the signing of the peace agree-
ment between the US and Taliban.

The Cabinet affi  rmed that Afghan 
negotiations, which are considered an 
achievement in themselves, constitute 
a milestone in Afghanistan’s history 
and opens the way for the brotherly 
Afghan people to realise true national 
unity and a new era dominated by 
peace, security, stability and prosper-
ity after more than 40 years of wars 
and confl icts.

By promoting brotherhood and tol-
erance, giving priority to the national 
interest and the aspirations of the Af-

ghan people, the Doha negotiations 
can achieve the required success and 
reach a comprehensive agreement that 
achieves peace, preserves Afghani-
stan’s unity, independence and sover-
eignty, and mobilises the energies of its 
people for development and construc-
tion, the Cabinet said.

The Cabinet praised the role of the 
US and all parties and international 
partners who exerted eff orts to achieve 
peace in Afghanistan, stressing that Qa-
tar, which adopts dialogue as a method 
for resolving diff erences and settling 
disputes, will spare no eff ort in cooper-
ating with the international community 
to achieve the desired goals of these ne-
gotiations and achieve the aspirations of 
the brotherly Afghan people for secu-
rity, stability, peace and prosperity.

The Cabinet also welcomed the re-
sults of the third session of the Qatar-
US strategic dialogue, which was held 
in Washington on September 14-15. 
Page 2

Hamad International Airport (HIA) has installed vending machines to dispense 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) across key passenger touchpoints 
throughout the terminal, as part of the preventive and precautionary 
measures against Covid-19. The vending machines allow arriving, departing, 
and transferring passengers to easily access various disposable and reusable 
PPE equipment, including face masks, disposable gloves, hand sanitisers, 
disinfecting wipes, as well as commonly bought over-the-counter pharmacy 
items such as vitamins and personal care products. Page 16

HIA installs PPE vending machines

QF, HBKU announce education,
research partnerships with US

Qatar Foundation (QF) and Ha-
mad Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU) have sealed a trio of 

agreements with American institu-
tions – including the country’s space 
agency – that span educational con-
nections, water and climate change 
research, sport, and heritage preser-
vation, at the latest in a series of an-
nual meetings to strengthen ties be-
tween Qatar and the US.

The third Qatar-US Strategic Dia-
logue took place over two days in 
Washington, DC this week, building 
on the established bilateral relation-
ship between the two countries and 
opening up opportunities for the two 
countries to embark on new collabo-
rations.

They include a partnership be-
tween QF, Qatar Museums (QM), 
and the Smithsonian Institute, the 
world’s largest museum and research 
complex; as well as the announce-
ment of a Mission Concept Formu-

lation Study between QF member 
HBKU and Nasa to analyse the impact 
of rising sea levels and their eff ect on 
Qatar, and how changing climates af-
fect the world’s arid regions. Mean-

while, a further agreement will see 
two members of the Fulbright Schol-
ars Programme in the US spend a se-
mester in Qatar to conduct research 
at HBKU’s research institutes.

“For Qatar Foundation, partner-
ships and connections with the US 
are long-established, and immeas-
urably valued,” said Dr Ahmad M 
Hasnah, president of HBKU, who 
represented QF at the US-Qatar 
Strategic Dialogue, signing the 
Memorandum of Understanding  
with the Smithsonian Institution 
and announcing the Nasa partner-
ship during the meeting.

“From the leading US universities 
who partner with Qatar Foundation 
and have branch campuses within our 
Education City development in Doha, 
to the myriad research collaborations 
between our scientists and their US 
counterparts, these partnerships tru-
ly demonstrate how knowledge tran-
scends borders.” To Page 7

A man stands on the broken dock to check his boat during Hurricane Sally in downtown Pensacola, Florida, yesterday.  
Hurricane Sally barrelled into the US Gulf Coast early yesterday, with forecasts of drenching rains that could provoke 
“historic” and potentially deadly flash floods. Page 11

Hurricane Sally floods US Gulf Coast

 MoUs signed on the sidelines of the third Qatar-US Strategic Dialogue

 PM announces steps in implementation of directives of   
 His Highness the Amir to support private sector

 Exemption of food and medical goods from customs   
 duties will continue for an additional three months

 Electricity and water fees waived for three more   
 months for sectors such as hospitality and    
 tourism, retail, small and medium industries,    
 commercial complexes and logistic areas

Joint statement underlines strength of bilateral relationship 
and convergence of views on regional and international issues

The US and Qatar signed a 
MoU on education, culture, 
and sports in addition to 
signing a Statement of Intent 
(SoI) designating 2021 as the 
US-Qatar Year of Culture 
and an Announcement of 
Intent for Qatar to host an 
investment forum in the 
United States in 2021

l i d b b

Through the 
collaboration 
between QF and Nasa, 
researchers from the 
Nasa Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory’s Earth 
Science Programme 
and Qatar Environment 
and Energy Research 
Institute at HBKU 
will work together 
on a project to design 
a mission to probe 
beneath the sand dunes 
and ice sheets of some of 
the planet’s driest places
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Amir greets PNG
governor-general
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and 
His Highness the Deputy Amir 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
al-Thani sent yesterday cables 
of congratulations to Governor-
General of Papua New Guinea 
(PNG) Sir Bob Dadae on the 
anniversary of his country’s 
Independence Day. HE the Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz al-Thani also sent a 
similar cable to Prime Minister  
James Marape. 

Amir congratulates 
president of Mexico

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, 
His Highness the Deputy Amir 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al-
Thani and HE the Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz 
al-Thani sent yesterday cables 
of congratulations to Mexican 
President Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador on the anniversary of his 
country’s Independence Day. 

Amir congratulates 
Nicaragua leader 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, His 
Highness the Deputy Amir Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani 
and HE the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz al-Thani 
sent cables of congratulations 
to President of Nicaragua 
Daniel Ortega Saavedra on the 
anniversary of his country’s 
Independence Day. 

Pakistan premier
meets Qatar envoy

Pakistan Prime Minister 
Imran Khan met with Qatar’s 
ambassador to Pakistan Sheikh 
Saoud bin Abdulrahman al-Thani.
During the meeting in Islamabad, 
they reviewed bilateral co-
operation relations between 
the two countries, in addition to 
issues of common interest. The 
Pakistani PM hailed the level of the 
distinguished relations between 
Qatar and Pakistan, expressing his 
country’s keenness to strengthen 
them in all fields. PM Khan also 
congratulated Sheikh Saoud on 
his appointment as ambassador 
of Qatar to Pakistan, wishing him 
success in his duties.

Qatar condemns 
blast in Somalia

Qatar has strongly condemned 
the explosion in Bakool province, 
western Somalia, which caused 
deaths and injuries. In a 
statement yesterday, the Ministry 
of Foreign Aff airs reiterated 
Qatar’s firm stance on rejecting 
violence and terrorism regardless 
of motives and causes. The 
statement expressed Qatar’s 
condolences to the families of 
victims and the government and 
people of Somalia, wishing the 
wounded a speedy recovery.

Ministry of Justice’s strategic 
plan outlined before Cabinet
The Ministry of Justice’s 

(MoJ) strategy was out-
lined before the Cabinet 

yesterday, the offi  cial Qatar News 
Agency reported.

This came at the Cabinet’s 
regular meeting at the Amiri Di-
wan, which was chaired by HE the 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz al-Thani. Follow-
ing the meeting, HE the Minister 
of Justice and Acting Minister of 
State for Cabinet Aff airs Dr Issa 
Saad al-Jafali al-Nuaimi issued 
a statement on the details of the 
proceedings.

Based on the directives of HE 
the Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Interior on providing the 
Council of Ministers with plans 
related to the competencies of 
ministries and other govern-
ment agencies, public bodies and 
institutions, including all im-
plementation programmes and 
projects, the specifi ed timetable 
for completion as well as stand-
ards and indicators for measuring 
performance progress in line with 
the comprehensive development 
vision, Qatar National Vision 
2030, in addition to highlighting 
any partnership projects between 
the public and private sectors, if 

any, HE the Minister of Justice 
and Acting Minister of State for 
Cabinet Aff airs gave a presenta-
tion on the strategic plan for the 
MoJ.

The presentation included:
The provision of distinguished 

legal services to the benefi ciaries, 
as follows:

 Supervising the practice of 
legal professions and real estate 
brokerage.

Ensuring public access to fast 
and automated services.

 Providing legal training for 
the target groups in the state’s 
administrative apparatus.

 Serving government agencies 
in reviewing international agree-
ments and contracts and acting 
on their behalf in cases brought 
by or against them.

The ministry is working to 
achieve the following intermedi-
ate results:

 High and fl exible institution-
al capacity that promotes a cul-
ture of excellence and creativity.

 Establishing the best legal 
framework for the legal profes-
sions supervised by the minis-
try and raising the level of legal 
awareness in society.

 Unifi ed standards for best 

international practices regard-
ing international agreements and 
contracts.

 Empowering capabilities and 
providing technical programmes 
to ensure the effi  cient and ef-
fective achievement of the case 
management system.

v Training of legal employees 
in the administrative apparatus in 
the country by adopting the latest 
methods.

 Continuous development of 
the quality of real estate registra-
tion and documentation services.

20 goals were drawn up to 
achieve the indicated intermedi-
ate results, each within its scope. 

The ministry seeks to imple-
ment the following projects:

1. Automating the work of the 
ministry’s administrative units.

2. Documenting and managing 
work procedures on a central in-
teractive knowledge base.

3. Developing the Ministry of 
Justice’s strategic plan, imple-
mentation methodology and per-
formance indicators.

4. Developing a co-operation 
mechanism between the Ministry 
of Justice and other government 
agencies.

5. Studying the possibility of 
applying modern technologies 
in the ministry’s procedures and 
operations.

6. Organising periodic events 
for employees with the leadership 
of the ministry to clarify the roles 
of departments in implementing 
the strategy.

7. “Proposals” programme.
8. Determining the functional 

decisions in the administrative 
units in light of the volume of 
work.

9. Developing a strategic per-
formance management system.

10. Development of the project 
management system.

11. Operational support to ac-
tivate the methodology of meas-
uring strategic performance and 
project management.

12. Preparing the ministry’s 
strategic plan in light of the Third 

National Development Strategy 
and reviewing the implementa-
tion methodology.

13. Establishing a framework 
for the system for combating 
money laundering and terrorist 
fi nancing.

14. Project for job description, 
classifi cation and arrangement.

15. Development of a portal 
dedicated to services related to 
real estate brokers.

16. Media campaign for mod-
ern administrative units in the 
Ministry of Justice.

17. Project for translation of 
legislations of importance to 
community issues.

18. Interpretation and explana-
tion of important legal legisla-
tions.

19. An online portal for legal af-
fairs.

20. Developing a strategic plan 
for the arbitration sector.

21. Developing practical train-
ing and awareness programmes in 
the arbitration sector.

22. Developing a legal aware-
ness campaign targeting citizens 
and residents.

23. A project to provide legal 
advice to the public through the 
ministry.

24. Conducting an impact 

evaluation study for the aware-
ness activities currently being 
conducted in order to evaluate 
their eff ectiveness.

25. Standard online contracts.
26. Digitisation of internation-

al agreements.
27. Preparing a guide for pre-

paring draft agreements.
28. Developing state cases sys-

tem.
29. Developing a mechanism 

for extract lessons learned from 
previous cases.

30. A plan to develop the ef-
fectiveness and quality of legal 
training.

31. Digitise and archiving real 
estate maps.

32. The ‘Sak’ program in the 
fi rst stage.

33. The ‘Sak’ program in the 
second stage.

34. Linkage and integration 
with the geographic information 
system.

35. ‘Absher’ service project.

The ministry developed a road-
map for the implementation of 
the aforementioned projects and 
the measurement of performance 
of the outputs for the years 2020, 
2021 and 2022 for each interme-
diate outcome projects.

Covid-19  measures

The cabinet was briefed by HE 

the Minister of Public Health 

Dr Hanan Mohamed al-Kuwari 

on the latest developments 

in eff orts to curb coronavirus 

(Covid-19). The cabinet aff irmed 

the continuation of work with 

the precautionary measures 

taken to combat the pandemic.

Cabinet approval for the proposal to establish national agency for cybersecurity

The Cabinet has given its 
approval to a draft Amiri 
decision on establishing 

the national agency for cyberse-
curity.

This came at the Cabinet’s 
regular meeting at the Amiri Di-
wan, which was chaired by HE 
the Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Interior Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz al-Thani, 

QNA reported.
Following the meeting, HE 

the Minister of Justice and Act-
ing Minister of State for Cabinet 
Aff airs Dr Issa Saad al-Jafali al-
Nuaimi issued a statement on the 
details of the proceedings.

The preparation of the draft 
decision comes within the con-
text of updating legislation to 
keep pace with developments in 

this regard and the project aims 
to unify the visions and eff orts 
to secure the country’s cyber-
space and to maintain national 
cybersecurity. The draft includes 
provisions relating to the estab-
lishment of the agency, its objec-
tives, competencies, administra-
tion and fi nancial system. The 
Cabinet also gave its approval to 
a draft Amiri decision to establish 

the Joaan bin Jassim Academy for 
Defence and Security Studies.

The preparation of the draft 
decision comes to replace Amiri 
decision No 64 of 2014 regarding 
the establishment and organi-
sation of Joaan bin Jassim Joint 
Command and Staff  College.

Among the objectives of the 
Academy is the preparation and 
qualifi cation of military and ci-

vilian leaders to assume posi-
tions at the strategic level, as well 
as to enable students to acquire 
various modern military and 
academic sciences at the strate-
gic level.  The Academy consists 
of the national defence college, 
the force and joint staff  college, 
and colleges and research centres 
that are established in the Acad-
emy.

Further, the Cabinet gave its 
approval to HE the Finance Min-
ister Ali Sherif al-Emadi’s draft 
decision naming the chairman 
and members of the fi rst tax 
grievance committee, as well as 
its nod to the ratifi cation of the 
Doha Amendment to the Kyoto 
Protocol to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change.

Ooredoo to hold third 
beach clean-up event

Ooredoo, Qatar’s leading tel-
ecommunications operator, 
will be holding its third beach 

clean-up event on September 19 to 
mark World Clean-up Day aimed at 
raising awareness on the importance of 
protecting the environment. Volunteer 
teams will be heading to Sealine beach 
– following all current safety protocols 
– to clean up anything not part of the 
natural environment.

In a press statement, Ooreddo said 
an added element of this latest event 
will be a clean-up of the seabed as well 
as the beach to ensure no rubbish is 
present in the water that could harm 
marine life. 

To safely clean up the seabed, six 
scuba divers from Doha Divers Team 
will join the Ooredoo staff. Ooredoo 
will provide the necessary cleaning 
kits, visibility vests and snacks and 
beverages.

Ooredoo’s beach clean-up cam-
paign, organised in collaboration with 
Friends of the Environment Centre, is 
designed to encourage beachgoers to 
clean up after themselves and take re-
sponsibility for picking up any rubbish 
left behind.

With the social media hashtag 
#LeaveOnlySandcastles, it focuses on 
keeping Qatar’s beaches clean for both 
the preservation of the marine envi-
ronment and for the benefit of those 
visiting, ensuring anyone paying a visit 

to one of the country’s many stunning 
beaches leaves only sandcastles when 
they depart. 

“We’re delighted to confirm our 
beach clean-up campaign is going 
from strength to strength, and proud 
to be hosting the third event in just a 
few weeks,” Ooredoo’s Public Rela-
tions director Sabah Rabiah al-Kuwari 
said.

“This initiative stems from our com-
mitment to promoting the protection 
of our environment, in keeping with 
both our corporate responsibility strat-
egy and the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

“We’re rightly proud of the many 
participants who give up their time 
to support the initiative, despite the 
challenging weather conditions of late 
summer, and thank them yet again 
for all their hard work and effort,” the 
Ooredoo official added.

Ooredoo’s beach clean-up 
campaign, organised in 
collaboration with Friends of the 
Environment Centre, is designed 
to encourage beachgoers to clean 
up after themselves and take 
responsibility for picking up any 
rubbish left behind

Qatar Customs wins global recognition for seizures of Covid-19 products

Qatar has achieved first place in the 
world in the number of Customs 
seizures related to combating the 
smuggling of preventive and treatment 
products for the coronavirus (Covid-19), 
such as disinfection materials, 
sterilisers, medical masks and others.
This came in the final report of the 
international emergency special 
operation (STOP), which was called 
by the World Customs Organisation, 
the World Health Organisation and 
the Interpol organisation, and was 
implemented during the period from 
May 11 to July 12, 2020.
The final report of the operation praised 
Qatar’s eff orts, confirming that it raises 
the status of the Middle East and North 
Africa region. It was also pointed out 
that Qatar was distinguished by the 
achievement of a large number of 
seizures, amounting to 198, which 
indicates the strength of monitoring 
imposed by the Customs of the State 
of Qatar on goods imported into the 
country, in addition to transit goods.
The report also strengthens Qatar’s 
position among the active countries 

in the field of law enforcement and 
international co-operation, and draws 
attention to the role of national 
Customs cadres participating in 
emergency international operations.

The United Kingdom came in second 
place with 123 seizures, while Peru 
came in third place with 95 seizures, all 
of which were products related to the 
prevention of coronavirus.  — QNA

Disinfection materials seized by Qatar Customs.

Amir congratulates
new Japanese PM
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani and 
His Highness the Deputy Amir 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
al-Thani sent yesterday cables 
of congratulations to Yoshihide 
Suga on his election as prime 
minister of Japan, wishing him 
success and more development 
and prosperity for the Japanese 
people. HE the Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior Sheikh 
Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz 
al-Thani also sent a cable of 
congratulations to Suga.
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HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz al-Thani 
sent a written message to Minister of Interior of Austria Karl Nehammer pertaining to bilateral 
relations between the two countries, especially in the security fields. The message was handed 
by ambassador of Qatar to Austria and the Permanent Representative of the State of Qatar to the 
United Nations and international organisations in Vienna Sultan bin Salmeen al-Mansouri during 
his meeting with Deputy Director of Public Security Directorate, Director of the Department of 
International and European Co-operation and responsible for security policy at the Austrian Interior 
Ministry Dr Wilhelm Sandrisser.

PM sends written message to Austrian interior minister

MoPH reports 119,400 
total Covid recoveries
QNA
Doha

The Ministry of Public 
Health (MoPH) an-
nounced yesterday 

235 new confi rmed cases 
of coronavirus (Covid-19) 
during the last 24 hours, of 
which 223 are from com-
munity cases and 12 from 
travellers returning from 
abroad who are subject to 
quarantine.

The MoPH also recorded 
256 recoveries from the vi-
rus during the past 24 hours, 
bringing the total number of 
cases recovered in Qatar to 
119,400. All new cases have 
been introduced to isolation 
and are receiving neces-
sary healthcare according to 
their health status.

Measures to tackle Cov-
id-19 in Qatar have suc-
ceeded in fl attening the 
curve and limiting the 
spread of the virus and the 
number of new daily cases 
and hospital admissions is 
continuing to decline each 
week. Qatar’s proactive and 
extensive testing of sus-
pected cases has enabled the 
authorities to identify a high 
number of positive cases in 
the community. Qatar has 
one of the lowest Covid-19 
death rates in the world. 
This is a result of:

Very high quality of care 
provided through the public 

healthcare sector for Cov-
id-19 patients.

Qatar’s young popula-
tion.

Proactive testing to 
identify cases early.

Expanding hospital ca-
pacity, especially intensive 
care, to ensure all patients 
receive the medical care 
they need.

Protecting the elderly 
and those with chronic dis-
eases.

Even though restrictions 
are being lifted, and num-
bers are declining, this does 

not mean that the Covid-19 
pandemic is fi nished in Qa-
tar. People continue to be 
admitted with moderate to 
severe Covid-19 symptoms, 
says the ministry statement, 
adding, unless we follow all 
precautionary measures, we 
may experience a second 
wave of the virus and see 
numbers increasing. There 
are already signs of this 
happening in other coun-
tries around the world.

While the restrictions of 
Covid-19 are gradually be-
ing lifted in Qatar, it is im-

portant for everyone to play 
their role in controlling the 
virus by following precau-
tionary measures:

Adherence to physical 
distancing.

Avoid close contact 
with others, crowded places 
and confi ned closed spaces 
where other people congre-
gate.

Wearing a face mask.
Washing hands regu-

larly.
Most importantly, it is 

vital to continue to protect 
the elderly and those with 
chronic medical condi-
tions. When spending time 
at home with elderly fam-
ily members or those with 
chronic diseases, ensure you 
wash your hands regularly, 
wear a mask and maintain 
social and physical distanc-
ing.

Anyone suff ering from 
Covid-19 symptoms should 
either contact 16000 hel-
pline or go directly to one 
of the designated health 
centres to undergo the nec-
essary checks: Muaither, 
Rawdat Al Khail, Umm Slal, 
or Al Gharrafa health cen-
tres. This is important as 
the earlier the disease is de-
tected the easier it will be to 
receive the right treatment 
and recover from it.

For more information, 
visit the MoPH website for 
regular updates and new in-
formation.

PHCC enhances patient safety awareness
Primary Health Care 
Corporation (PHCC) 
celebrates World Patient 
Safety Day, which falls on 
Sept 17 each year, and aims 
to enhance community 
understanding of patient 
safety and intensify 
community participation. The 
PHCC works continuously 
to ensure patient safety 
through the various services 
provided and the community 
partnership that will lead to 
continuous improvement 
and development in the 
corporation at all levels. 

Dr Amal Abdulla al-Ali, 
Executive Director of Quality 
and Patient Safety Directorate 
at PHCC, aff irmed that the 
corporation aims to spare 
patients, visitors and workers 
the risks and accidents that 
they may encounter while 
obtaining health care, as 
the corporation focuses on 
continuous learning and the 
accumulation of experiences 
and expertise.  She pointed 
out that the corporation has 
adopted the World Health 
Organisation’s slogan, 
which is ‘Health Worker 

Safety: A Priority for Patient 
Safety,’ though which PHCC 
emphasises the importance 
of health worker safety and 
its connection to patient 
safety. It also appreciates 
the dedication and hard 
work of workers, especially 
in combating Covid-19 
pandemic.  World Patient 
Safety Day will be celebrated 
by the corporation through 
launching a group of events 
targeting its employees and 
society members, in order 
to emphasise the principle 
of partnership between the 

two parties. The events also 
involve a set of activities, 
including launching a 
drawing competition for 
all segments of society, as 
well as launching a poetry 
competition for all staff .  
Additionally, there will be a 
competition for designing the 
logo for risk management 
and patient safety, and the 
contest ‘Communication 
Between Doctor and Patient’ 
which aims to enhance the 
value of joint communication 
between PHCC’s physicians 
and patients. — QNA

Qatar Museums launches 
internship programme

Qatar Museums (QM) has 
launched the Remote and 
Regular Internship Pro-

gramme aimed at supporting uni-
versity students, recent graduates 
and talented and aspiring members 
of the community who are looking 
for suitable work placement op-
portunities.

The programme, spearheaded 
by the Learning and Development 
Section of QM’s Human Capital 
Department, will positively infl u-
ence interns’ employment pros-
pects, enhance their skills in line 
with organisational and market 
needs, improve self-discipline and 
allow them to adapt to the remote 
working settings while having the 
opportunity to network and build 
connections.

“Many companies have shifted 
their focus to mitigate the fi nancial 
impacts caused by the pandemic, 

and that left students and gradu-
ates with limited options to acquire 
new skills needed to advance their 
careers. 

This internship programme is 
designed specifi cally to build local 
capacity and support diverse par-
ticipants to acquire those skills to 
be in a position to make informed 
career choices,” Abdullatif Mo-
hamed al-Jasmi, acting director 
of Human Capital and director of 
Cultural Heritage Protection at 
QM, said in a press statement.

“While we all work together to 
tackle the current crisis, we are 
pleased to continue supporting the 
community through our cultural 
education initiatives while pro-
moting sustainable growth in Qa-
tar,” he added. 

In the course of the programme, 
interns will be introduced to the 
world of arts and culture, with op-

portunities to work on numerous 
live projects and assignments with 
set deadlines. 

Interns will also have access to 
regular support from colleagues 
and/or managers via remote work-
ing systems, group emails and 
calls, and coff ee-and-learn ses-
sions to ensure that they feel part 
of a supportive team. 

The programme will run for pe-
riods of three, six and 12 months 
and interns will have the fl exibility 
to either work in a regular or re-
mote setting, depending on opera-
tional requirements and interns’ 
needs.

University students, fresh grad-
uates and members of the com-
munity who are 18 years of age and 
older are encouraged to apply for 
the programme. Details are posted 
at https://www.qm.org.qa/en/
internship-program.

Sport plays a vital role in
crime, drugs fi ght: envoy
QNA
Doha

Qatar said it included 
youth crime preven-
tion through sports as 

one of the pillars of the Global 
Programme for the Implemen-
tation of the Doha Declaration.

This is due to Qatar’s belief 
in the great role that sport plays 
in protecting youth from crime 
and drugs, empowering indi-
viduals and societies, achieving 
development and peace, and 
promoting dialogue between 
cultures and nations, Qatar’s 
ambassador to Austria and the 
country’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the United Nations 
and international organisations 
in Vienna, Sultan bin Salmeen 
al-Mansouri said. 

He was before a high-level 
session on tackling corrup-
tion and crime in and through 
sports, organised by the United 
Nations Offi  ce on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) in Vienna, in 
co-operation with FIFA.

Al-Mansouri said the impor-
tance of the Global Programme 
for the Implementation of 
the Doha Declaration stems 
from the fact that it provides 

an eff ective tool and practical 
practice on the role of sport in 
protecting youth and creating 
opportunities for them to de-
velop their life skills in a way 
that protects them from ex-
tremism and violence.

He said the programme has 
succeeded not only in keep-
ing young people away from 
crime and drugs, but also in 
transforming these youth into 
pioneers in their societies who 
spread sports values.

He also said that there are 
endeavours to include some 
youth as guests of Qatar dur-
ing its hosting of the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup to present their ex-
perience to the youth of the 
world on that occasion.

Al-Mansouri said that de-
fending integrity in sport and 
the rule of law is an institutional 
commitment in all countries 

and called for fi ghting organised 
crime in various sectors of sport.

He reviewed Qatar’s eff orts 
to raise awareness and educa-
tion on combating corruption 
and crime in sports, including 
holding a workshop to discuss 
integrity in sports tournaments 
and develop a mechanism by 
the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy in co-op-
eration with the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) and 
the International Criminal Po-
lice Organisation (Interpol). 

He added that Qatar and the 
UNODC signed an agreement 
to combat corruption in sports 
in order to help countries, or-
ganisations and agencies and 
referred to the signing of a 
memorandum of understand-
ing between the Supreme Com-
mittee for Delivery and Legacy 
and the UNODC to combat cor-

ruption in sport in April 2019.
Al-Mansouri said that, in 

realisation of Qatar National 
Vision 2030, the State has in-
vested heavily in building and 
developing sports facilities and 
developing infrastructure in 
accordance with international 
standards, which enabled it to 
host major sporting events with 
great success.

At the end of his speech, al-
Mansouri said Qatar always 
seeks to host major global events 
and enhance ways to support 
international co-operation, 
pointing to the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup, the fi rst World Cup in the 
Middle East and Arab World, 
and called on attendees to par-
ticipate in this historic event.

He also referred to Qatar’s 
endeavour to host the 2030 
Asian Games and the 2032 
Summer Olympic Games.

Sultan bin Salmeen 
al-Mansouri Dr Ghada Wali and Gianni Infantino. 

QU to hold 43rd graduation ceremony next month
Under the patronage of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani, Qatar 
University (QU) will hold the male 
students’ graduation ceremony, 
Class of 2020 on October 12 
at 10am. The ceremony for 
distinguished female students 
will be held in the presence of 
Her Highness Sheikha Jawaher 
bint Hamad bin Suhaim al-Thani, 
wife of His Highness the Amir, 

on October 13 at 10am. During 
the ceremonies, safety and 
precautionary measures against 
Covid-19 will be adopted by 
the attendees. Attendance will 
be limited to graduates and 
senior university off icials while 
observing social distancing. The 
Class of 2020 comprises 3,075 
students (2,368 females and 707 
male) from fall 2019, winter 2019, 
spring 2019 and summer 2020. 

QU’s new strategy places an 
emphasis on elevating the 
student experience by placing 
QU as a pioneer and a leading 
educational institution in the 
higher education sector in Qatar 
and abroad. QU is committed 
to providing high-quality 
education in areas of national 
priority, moving towards 
building a knowledge-based 
society in accordance with 

Qatar National Vision 2030.
The strategy aims to facilitate 
and encourage Qatari nationals 
to enter university and 
graduate with high educational 
degrees. Furthermore, QU 
works to increase the flexibility 
of educational opportunities, 
providing programmes for 
undergraduate and graduate 
students that meet the needs of 
the country’s labour market.



QATAR

Gulf Times 
Thursday, September 17, 20204

SC collaborates with HBKU to improve air 
quality in and around World Cup stadiums

 Initial Qeeri 
Air Quality 
Monitoring 
Station will 
be installed at 
Al Thumama 
Stadium

To better understand the 
baseline air quality near 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 

2022 stadiums, the Supreme Com-
mittee for Delivery & Legacy (SC) 
has launched a pilot project with 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University’s 
(HBKU) Qatar Environment and 
Energy Research Institute (Qeeri) 
to collaborate and exchange knowl-
edge about how to better monitor 
air quality in relation to Qatar 2022 
activities. 

This includes the installation of 
an initial Qeeri Air Quality Moni-
toring Station (AQMS) at Al Thu-
mama Stadium, QNA reported 
yesterday. Approximately 1.5mn 
fans from around the world are ex-
pected to make their way to Qatar 
for the 2022 FIFA World Cup, when 
the global tournament comes to the 
Arab world and the Middle East for 
the fi rst time. At the heart of de-

livering a safe, healthy and engag-
ing fan experience is ensuring that 
there are mechanisms in place to 
monitor air quality in the build up 
to and during Qatar 2022, the SC 
has stressed.

The AQMS station will continu-
ously measure air quality, includ-
ing gases such as ozone, nitrogen 
oxides, methane, as well as par-
ticulate matter and meteorological 
parameters, including temperature, 
wind speed and direction in high-
time resolution.

Installing AQMS stations also 
forges collaborative bonds between 
researchers and national stake-
holders by collecting reliable data 
that will help quantify the impact 
of air quality on environment, en-
ergy and health systems in the 
country. This will create a national 
legacy built around data and form a 
repository of knowledge about local 

air quality. “Stadiums are the heart 
of any football tournament. They 
are where the most cherished of 
memories are created, and to hon-
our this humanistic component of 
them, we have built all of our stadi-
ums with long-term sustainability 
and environmental management as 
core concepts, including dust man-
agement principles, to ensure bet-
ter air quality,” said SC Sustainabil-
ity & Environment senior manager 
Bodour al-Meer.

“To ensure tangible and credible 
sustainability outcomes, our col-
laboration with Qeeri on will pro-
vide us with the necessary data to 
make sure that we are making the 
best decisions possible to improve 
the air quality in and around stadi-
ums,” added al-Meer.

Qeeri’s senior research director 
of the Environment and Sustain-
ability Center, Mohamed Ayoub, 

said: “Good air quality is critical to 
a community’s health and produc-
tivity. Our partnership with the SC 
focuses on understanding the qual-
ity of the air in and around 2022 
FIFA World Cup venues, assessing 
its potential impact on participants 
and developing a range of solutions 
to manage air quality throughout 
the tournament.”

“Building a knowledge base and 
improving national capacities to 
enhance environmental sustain-
ability in Qatar is a cornerstone of 
Qeeri’s mandate. This collabora-
tion will serve to improve air qual-
ity management in our country for 
years to come,” Ayoub added.

For its part, Qeeri aims to be a 
leader in Qatar in the fi elds of envi-
ronment and energy, and to become 
a science and technology reference 
in these fi elds at a national, regional 
and international level.

A view of Al Thumama Stadium.

SC sustainability expert participates in online lecture series with HBKU students

Following last April’s 
successful delivery of an 
online lecture on sus-

tainability for the FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery & 
Legacy (SC) has participated 
in another virtual lecture with 
students at Qatar’s renowned 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
(HBKU).

Titled ‘Sustainability in 
Mega Events’, the SC’s Sus-
tainability and Environmental 
Subject Matter expert, Orjan 
Lundberg, spoke to students 
in the Masters of Sport and 
Entertainment Management 
class at HBKU’s College of 
Science and Engineering 
about the importance of im-
plementing sustainability 
practices in the organising of 
major events like the FIFA 
World Cup.

“It is always great fun to 
engage with students on sus-

tainability. I shared some in-
sights from developing and 
delivering the sustainabil-
ity programme for the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022,” said 
Lundberg. “Equipping future 
event managers with sustain-
ability knowledge takes us a 
step closer to leaving a legacy 
of sustainable events in Qatar 
and will help set new indus-

try standards for future mega 
events.”  

This week’s session forms 
part of a lecture series that 
HBKU has partnered with the 
SC to deliver to students in the 
Masters of Sport and Enter-
tainment Management class 
– a joint degree programme 
being delivered by the Uni-
versity of South Carolina and 

HBKU – with a second lecture 
to take place in October 2020 
for the HBKU’s Venue Man-
agement class in one of the 
following three topics – Se-
curity, Workers’ Welfare and 
Fan Engagement.

Knowledge sharing ac-
tivities like the HBKU Lec-
ture Series not only help 
build awareness around the 
SC’s mission, vision and dif-
ferent programmes, it is also 
considered one of the most 
important legacies of hosting 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup. By 
sharing the knowledge gained 
from hosting Qatar 2022, fu-
ture generations can ensure 
that mega-sporting events 
are delivered in a sustainable 
manner.

Beyond partnerships with 
diff erent educational institu-
tions in Qatar and around the 
world, the SC’s many other 
legacy programmes also play 

a key role in the delivery of 
knowledge sharing, primarily 
Josoor Institute – a fi rst-of-
its-kind centre of excellence 
that works to build capacity 
in the area of the sports and 
events industries in Qatar and 
the Mena region – through 
education, training, profes-
sional certifi cation, consul-
tancy and research.

Other outreach initiatives 
include Generation Amaz-
ing – a legacy programme 
established in 2010 to address 
social issues through football 
for development training – in 
Qatar and around the world.

For more information 
about the HBKU Sport and 
Entertainment Manage-
ment Masters degree, one can 
visit their website at https://
www.hbku.edu.qa/en/cse/
ms-sport-entertainment-
management/admission-re-
quirements.

Orjan Lundberg
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Universities of the future 
should be ‘resilient and 
agile’ to face the chal-

lenges posed by Covid-19, as the 
pandemic brings a number of 
challenges as well as opportuni-
ties, a top Qatari academic told an 
online panel discussion yesterday.

“The future of higher educa-
tion will depend if the present 
crisis is a single one or a series 
of waves. There are several aca-
demic challenges. Our campus-
es could be online campuses or 
blended leaning campuses,” said 
Dr Hassan Rashid al-Derham, 
president of Qatar University.

He was speaking at the latest 
edition of Qatar Foundation’s 
Education City Speaker Series. 
Organised in partnership with 
Education Above All and Qatar 
Foundation’s World Innovation 
Summit for Education, the event 
also featured several education 
experts from around the world.

Dr al-Derham highlighted 
that Covid-19 has caused sev-
eral drastic changes and the role 
of Information technology will 
be very dominant in the coming 
times. “Data gathering and analy-
sis will be more important and at 
the same time more problematic. 
Data gathering will be through 
devices such as mobiles and it will 
involve questions about privacy 
and data security,” he continued. 

QU president also said that 
student experience will be an-
other major challenge in the 
higher education scenario. 
“Financial security for higher 
studies will be a major issue 
due to the prevailing situation 
of Covid-19. Many families are 
facing fi nancial diffi  culties due 
to loss of jobs as well as unem-
ployment. With the govern-
ments focusing more fi ghting 
the pandemic, there is growing 
fi nancial pressure on govern-
ments. With lesser income, 
students will fi nd it diffi  cult 
to enter universities for higher 
studies This could lead to the 
closure several campuses. There 
are reports that in the US alone, 
about 100 campuses are going to 

be closed,” noted Dr al-Derham. 
The academic also maintained 

that there will be a shift in the 
programmes that the students 
will follow in the coming years.

“We will see great shift in the 
majors followed at universities. 
Students will shift to subjects 
related to Covid-19 and its af-
termath. Technology also will 
change with video conferencing 
as well as tele-medicine among 
others. Telepresence, campus 
automation virtual world among 
others will be the new norms. 
Waves of changes are taking 
place in a much shorter period. 
All these bring the challenges 
whether our campuses are ac-
cessible to these or there are 
limitations for our campuses 

and universities must be ready 
to adapt to the changing realities 
and meet the challenges quick-
ly,” added the offi  cial.

Covid curbs 
will depend 
on situation, 
says GCO
The Government Commu-

nications Offi  ce (GCO) has 
reiterated that adherence 

to the precautionary measures 
remain essential as the Qatar 
starts the second part of Phase 
4 the gradual lifting of Covid-19 
restrictions. 

“The situation will continue to 
be assessed, with the reintroduc-
tion or lifting of some restric-
tions dependent on develop-
ments,” the GCO said in a tweet 
yesterday.

Part 2 of the fourth phase got 
under way on September 15, 
as announced by the Supreme 
Committee for Crisis Manage-
ment.

The GCO yesterday issued an 
infographic highlighting the key 
aspects of this phase of the lift-
ing of restrictions. These are as 
follows:

1. Gatherings
 Gatherings of 15 people in-

doors and 30 people outdoors
 Weddings with a maximum 

of 40 people indoors and 80 peo-
ple outdoors

 All mosques open to per-
form daily and Friday prayers

2. Business and leisure
 80% of employees allowed 

in public and private workplaces
 Souqs to operate at 75% of 

capacity 
 Wholesale markets to oper-

ate at 50% of capacity
 Cleaning and hospitality 

services in workplaces at 30% 
of capacity, and resumption of 
home services

 Local exhibitions allowed at 

30% of capacity
 Malls to operate at 50% of 

capacity, with normal hours and 
children allowed

Food courts in malls to op-
erate at 30% of capacity

 Restaurants to operate at 
30% of capacity; playgrounds 
and leisure centres remain closed

 Massage and sauna centres 
to operate at 30% of capacity

 Cinemas and theatres to op-
erate at 30% of capacity for those 
aged 18 years and above

 Museums and libraries to 
operate at full capacity

 Continuing the suspension 
of home beauty, barber, massage 
and fi tness training services

3. Transport
 Personal boat and yacht 

rentals at 30% of capacity
 Doha Metro and buses to 

operate at 30% of capacity
 Driving schools to operate at 

50% of capacity
 Continuing to follow Qatar’s 

travel policy
4. Professional sports and 

personal fi tness
 Spectators at 20% of capac-

ity indoors and 30% outdoors
 Health clubs, gyms and 

pools to operate at 30% of ca-
pacity

Continuing the closure of 
playgrounds and sports equip-
ment in public parks

5. Education and health
 Private healthcare facilities 

to operate at 100% capacity
 Private education and train-

ing centres to operate at 50% of 
capacity

Building the education 
systems of the future re-
quires more than money, 

and politics must be taken out of 
the equation, a top World Bank 
offi  cial told Qatar Foundation’s 
Education City Speaker Series 
– warning that, without urgent 
action, “we risk losing a genera-
tion”.

The online event – held yes-
terday in partnership with 
Education Above All and Qatar 
Foundation’s World Innova-
tion Summit for Education, was 
titled ‘Building the Future of 
Education: How to Prepare Our 
Youth for a New Normal’.

Dr Jaime Saavedra, global di-
rector for Education, The World 
Bank, said: “This is the worst 
crisis in education of the last 
century – we have never lived 
through something like this be-

fore, but we cannot waste the 
opportunity it gives us.

“We need to be agile, resil-
ient, and optimistic, and also 
have a sense of urgency. Today 
is the time of innovation, and if 
we build in the lessons we have 
learned, we can create the school 
of the future that we previously 
thought was 10 years away.”

While Dr Saavedra empha-
sised that education budgets 
have to be protected, “The fi -
nancing is critical, but so is hav-
ing the right policies and tech-
nical designs – and even that is 
sometimes the easy part.”

Dr Hassan Rashid al-Derham, 
president of Qatar University, 
told the discussion that the fi -
nancial impact of the pandemic 
may lead to the closure of some 
of the world’s universities, and 
changes to degrees to refl ect 

areas in which students pivot 
towards, such as medicine and 
economics.

“This brings our attention to 
designing our curricula in a way 
that ensures they are responsive to 
the needs of the market,” he said.

Obakeng Leseyane – a South 
African student and educa-
tion activist whose EdConnect 
initiative provides underserved 
communities with access to ed-
ucation, highlighted the impor-
tance of “not just giving young 
people access to education, but 
ensuring they complete it”.

He said, “I’ve realised that 
when you have systems that 
don’t function, a single person 
choosing to be active within 
those systems has so much pow-
er, and I believe in the power of 
grassroots-level programmes.”

Nada al-Nashif, United Na-

tions Deputy High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights noted, 
“There have been many eff orts 
by governments and education 
actors to try to improvise and 
think about innovative solutions 
that were previously thought 
to be too diffi  cult or impossible 
-  we now recognise we can-
not stay with the same thinking 
about educational interven-
tions, and they have to be re-
thought and reshaped.”

The event, moderated by Salz-
burg Global Seminar programme 
director Dominic Regester, also 
heard from Dr Mamadou Dian Bal-
de, deputy director within the Di-
vision of Resilience and Solutions 
at the UNHCR, the UN’s refugee 
agency, who said, “With Covid-19, 
all the gains we have made in pro-
viding refugees with access to ed-
ucation have been threatened.

“To make a diff erence, the 
measures have to include ena-
bling, smart, inclusive govern-
ment policies, and the interna-
tional community supporting 
countries that host large num-
bers of refugees. We should also 
not look at education in isola-
tion – it has to be linked with the 
livelihoods of families, teachers 
and communities.”

Dr Geetha Murali, CEO of 
Room to Read, stated, “Free-
ing the world of childhood illit-
eracy is possible – if we remove 
political and technical barriers, 
and have the political will. Even 
though we know children will 
develop literacy skills when they 
have access to materials and 
skilled teachers and opportuni-
ties to learn outside the class-
room, so many still do not have 
this.”

Call for educational resilience

Dr Hassan al-Derham address-
ing the online panel discussion 
yesterday.

Universities should be ready to face 
Covid-19 challenges: QU president
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Qatar Charity’s art initiative receives overwhelming response Qatar Charity’s ‘Ghiras’ 

platform delivers 
awareness lecture remotely 

on ‘back to school’

The art initiative launched by Qatar 
Charity (QC), in cooperation 
with Dar Hessa has recently been 

concluded, receiving an overwhelming 
response from Qatari and resident 
artists, as well as from people. 

Some 42 different paintings were 
displayed on Qatar Charity’s website 
and social media accounts to support 
low-income families in Qatar with the 
profits of these paintings, especially in 
light of the outbreak of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic.

Hanadi Al-Darwish, an artist 
and the owner of Dar Hessa, said, 
“The artists and people interacted 
overwhelmingly with the initiative, 
whose profits were channeled towards 
supporting low-income families 
affected by the coronavirus within the 
State of Qatar.” 

She also expressed her delight 
with the success of the initiative that 
she termed as ‘a wonderful humane 
experience’, which reflected the 
importance of art in the community 
service, social solidarity, easing the 

suffering of the needy, and raising 
awareness of humanitarian and social 
issues. 

She added, “We, as artists, must 
contribute to providing aid to the 
affected families, and limiting the social 
and economic negative impacts of the 
pandemic.”

Mona Al-Badr, an artist, said, 
“We received cooperation from Qatar 
Charity in organizing the initiative 
and we look forward to participating 
in such a drive in collaboration with 
Qatar Charity in future.”  She also noted 

that art is a language understandable 
by everyone, and delivers the message 
easily to garner support for a noble 
cause and urge benefactors to help the 
coronavirus-hit people.  

Jawaher Al-Mannai, also an artist, 
said that the initiative has contributed 
to demonstrating the humanitarian role 
of artists in supporting the community 
service, adding that the artist should 
take part in such initiatives to show the 
values of art and culture in supporting 
humanitarian action.  

Through Qatar Charity’s (QC) ‘Ghiras’ platform on Instagram, Dr. Abdul 
Rahman Al-Harami, a media person, has given a lecture entitled “Back 
to School”, calling on parents to advise their children on taking the 

precautionary measures at schools to stay safe from the covid-19 pandemic. He also 
urged the parents to take care of children during their long stay at home and monitor 
their online behaviors.  

The ‘Ghiras’ platform, which provides live meetings and awareness-raising 
lectures, has so far managed to offer 12 lectures on educational, social and economic 
issues. The lectures, which were delivered in cooperation with a group of specialists 
and trainers from various fields, contribute to developing the capabilities of 
students, parents and families and strengthen family ties. The platform provides an 
opportunity for the public to interact, ask and respond to inquiries.

Qatar Charity, through its ‘Ghiras’ platform, has made an additional leap in the 
field of awareness-raising and capacity development by delivering various lectures 
remotely via social media, in cooperation with Marsal Qatar. The recently established 
platform, which complies with social distancing in light of the coronavirus, has 
received a significant response from people. 

Earlier, many lectures were delivered through the platform on various issues, 
including a lecture on the role of parents in the upbringing of children, in addition to 
other lectures on social, educational, and economic topics. 
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The Public Works Authority (Ashghal) yesterday announced a 
four-day closure at Al Wateyyat Interchange on Sabah Al Ahmad 
Corridor for the loop connecting Doha Expressway with Sabah Al 
Ahmad Corridor towards Al Thumama and Hamad International 
Airport (HIA). The closure will be in place until September 20.
During the closure, in co-ordination with the General Directorate 
of Traff ic, motorists coming from Doha Expressway to HIA using 
Sabah Al Ahmad Corridor, can go right to Sabah Al Ahmad Corridor 
and then make a U-turn at the traff ic signal of Mesaimeer bridge to 
reach their destinations.

The Public Works Authority (Ashghal) has announced a tempo-
rary traff ic closure on the East Industrial Road towards Salwa 
Road between Street 29 to Street 5 from midnight today until 
9am tomorrow. The closure in co-ordination with the General 
Directorate of Traff ic is to complete installation of ITS Gantries. 
Ashghal will install road signs advising motorists of the closure 
and requested all to follow them and abide by the speed limit to 
ensure safety.

Temporary traffic closure 
on East Industrial Road

The Ministry of Municipality 
and Environment (MME), 
represented by Al Khor and 
Al Thakira Municipality, has 
announced that Sunday 
and Wednesday of every 
week will be allocated to 
women and children (under 
10 years) only at Al Farkiah 
Beach. The timings are from 
7am until 10pm on these 
days. The remaining days of 
the week will be allocated to 
families, from 7am until mid-
night. This decision comes 
into eff ect on September 20.

Women, kids only at Al Farkiah Beach on 2 days

Four-day closure at 
Al Wateyyat Interchange

QF, HBKU announce education, 
research partnerships with US
From Page 1

By partnering with the Smithsonian 
Institution, QF and the US organisa-
tion will combine to building knowl-
edge and skills, and share experiences, 
in innovation and STEM education at 
K-12 level; promote connections be-
tween sport and science through pub-
lic engagement activities ahead of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022; and work 
together to preserve heritage docu-
ments, explore opportunities to co-
develop and deliver digital education, 
and look at forming sustainability-fo-
cused research collaborations.

The MoU will also see QM and the 
Smithsonian Institute explore col-
laborations to mark the Qatar-US Year 
of Culture 2021, and share knowledge 
in areas including cultural innovation, 
digital literacy, digitising museum col-
lections, and e-learning; as well as or-
ganising conferences and joint training 
programmes, and organising the Wo-
ven Treasures Exhibition at the Freer 
Gallery of Art and Arthur M Sackler 
Gallery in Washington, DC in 2021, 
which will showcase textiles from Qa-
tar’s Museum of Islamic Art.

Qatar Museums CEO Ahmad Musa 
al-Namla, said, “Qatar Museums’ 
partnership with the Smithsonian - a 
global and esteemed cultural institu-
tion - paves the way for Qatar and the 
United States to further strengthen 
their ties and collaborate in the fi elds 
of arts and culture. 

“The collaboration will create ex-
ceptional opportunities for knowledge 
transfer and exchange between both 
nations as Qatar Museums works to 
promote Qatar’s national heritage be-
yond its borders and nurture a thriv-
ing cultural landscape for an engaged 
society.”

Through the collaboration between 
QF and Nasa, researchers from the 
Nasa Jet Propulsion Laboratory’s Earth 
Science Programme and Qatar Envi-
ronment and Energy Research Insti-
tute at HBKU will work together on 
a project to design a mission to probe 
beneath the sand dunes and ice sheets 
of some of the planet’s driest places.

The project refl ects the need for 
greater understanding of aquifer sys-
tems to support Qatar’s water security 
goals, and will also provide new knowl-
edge about the eff ects of rising water 
levels due to melting polar ice caps. 
The latter is of critical importance for 
Qatar, where most urban areas are only 
a meter above sea level.

During their semester at QF in 2021, 
the two Fulbright scholars will work on 
research projects and teach at HBKU, 
with their areas of expertise being 
Alzheimer’s disease treatments and 
hydrology, and the application of arti-
fi cial intelligence in civil and environ-
mental engineering.

MoI awareness seminar 
shares traffi  c safety tips
By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

A virtual awareness seminar by the 
Traffi  c Awareness department at 
the General Directorate of Traffi  c 

stressed the need to follow rules on roads 
and shared tips about safety measures 
and services provided by the department. 

Organised yesterday in co-operation 
with the Public Relations department of 
the Ministry of Interior (MoI), the pro-
gramme was attended by offi  cers from 
Traffi  c Awareness, Traffi  c Safety, Patrols, 
Traffi  c Investigation and Licensing de-
partments along with representatives 
from various companies across the coun-
try.  

Traffi  c Safety offi  cer First Lieutenant 
Ahmed bin Hamad al-Thani presided. 
Captain Abdel Wahid Gharib al-Anezi 
from the Traffi  c Awareness Department 
presented a set of traffi  c advice and in-
structions related to ensuring safety. He 
shed light on various awareness initia-
tives, being taken up by the Department 
in this regard.

Captain Saud Abdullah al-Hamad, of-
fi cer of the Traffi  c Safety Department, 
detailed the tasks of the traffi  c personnel 
in regulating the movement of vehicles, 
supervising and being present on the road 
to reduce accidents and control violators. 
“The department carries out studies on 
all traffi  c diversions and issues permits 

related to road closures and plans,” he 
said.

Captain Hamad Talib al-Marri from 
the Patrols and Traffic Investigation 
department highlighted the role that 
traffic patrols play on the roads in mon-
itoring and controlling vehicle move-
ments. “In the wake of precautionary 
measures to prevent the spread of Cov-
id-19, traffic patrols confirm road users 
follow the precautionary guidelines by 
the authorities concerned. These in-
clude limiting the number of passen-
gers and wearing masks,” al-Marri said 
stressing the importance of adhering 

to traffic rules and avoiding traffic of-
fences.

The presentation by Lieutenant 
Yousef Fahad al-Ali, officer of the Li-
censing Affairs Department, marked 
the conclusion of the seminar. He ex-
plained the various tasks by the depart-
ment while supervising the work of the 
external sections related to driving li-
cences and vehicle licences of all kinds 
and issuing traffic certificates. He also 
elaborated on the procedures for issu-
ing and cancelling licenses and docu-
menting the data related to mechanical 
vehicles and driving licences.

A section of the participants.

General Directorate of Traff ic off icials leading the virtual awareness seminar.
Off icials from various departments at the General Directorate of 
Traff ic spoke at the seminar.

A screenshot of the Education and Culture Session, held as part of the Qatar-US 
Strategic Dialogue.

Road accidents drop 
despite increase in 
number of vehicles
By Shafeeq Alingal
Staff  Reporter

There is a marked drop in road traf-
fi c accidents in Qatar, despite the 
increase in the number of vehicles 

and licence holders, it was highlighted 
during a virtual awareness seminar yes-
terday.

Captain Saud Abdullah al-Hamad, of-
fi cer of the Traffi  c Safety Department, 
noted that accidents came down to 
21,7353 in 2019, marking a drop of 2.8% 
as against 22,3718 in 2018. 

“This has happened despite the 
number of vehicles increasing to 16,55704 
in 2019 from 15,87819 in 2018 while the 
number of licence holders went up to 
16,12218 in 2019 from 15,28496 in 2018,” 
he explained. 

The number of road traffi  c accident 
deaths declined to 154 in 2019 from 168 
in 2018. The accident death rate for every 
100,000 people in Qatar is 4.4. “Strict 
implementation of law, awareness and 
improvement of roads have resulted in 
good results,” he said while urging every-
one not to exceed speed limits.
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‘Qatar market has bounced back amid pandemic’
By Muhammad Asad Ullah
Staff  Reporter

It has been a golden decade 
for tech companies. Over 
the last ten years, they have 

grown and now dominate the 
entire world. 

While some spurred mobile 
commerce, created powerful 
marketing techniques, invented 
new forms of content and built 
dynamic, infl uential consumer 
brands, others went a notch-
higher - of taking over the charge 
of security and safety of the peo-
ple and reinventing and placing 
strategies to help governments 
and institutions in curbing the 
spread of coronavirus. It is one 
of the reasons why tech-based 
businesses are holding steady - 
even thriving when the rest of 
the economy is tanking from the 
crippling impact of coronavirus.

There are two paths to be-
coming powerful in technol-
ogy - start a new tech company 
that transforms society or se-
cure a powerful position in an 
established tech giant. Since 
technology is evolving everyday 
with new discoveries made and 
introduced, it’s quite a sweat to 
keep an eye on new trends, dis-
coveries and innovations. Hasan 
Ezzeddine, General Manager at 
Bayanat Engineering, speaks 
to Gulf Times about leadership, 
entrepreneurship, expansion of 
HIA for thermal scanners, secu-
rity and FIFA 2022 and how tech 
could be implemented to avoid 
disasters like Beirut blast. 

Bayanat is a Qatari leading 
solutions provider for aviation 
and engineering government 
sectors including traffi  c man-
agement, military defence, air-
side and terminal systems with 
the deployment of a wide range 
of communication, navigation, 
surveillance, meteorological, 
passenger and operation man-
agement, lighting, security and 
information technologies.

Excerpts from the interview:
With the ever evolving tech-

nology, how do you keep up with 
the new innovations and tech-
nologies?

Technology is evolving every 
day, we have close connections 
with our partners who keep us up-
to-date, as well as we are always 
on the lookout for news and par-
ticipating in world leading events. 
Some major events that we partici-

pate in include World ATM Con-
gress, Meteorological Technology 
World Expo, and Global Air Traffi  c 
Management. The important as-
pect is to be on a constant lookout 
for our main competitors – that is 
a great stimulus for learning. We 
always try to be the best in what 
we are doing, and have the best 
partners supporting us with our 
projects. In addition to that, Qatar 
always requires the latest and most 
advanced technologies, thus our 
clients are our biggest motivators. 

You deal with operation 
management as well as security 
and information technologies. 
How do you think both can be 
employed to avoid a disaster like 
the Beirut blast that happened 
last month?

Security and IT is a great tool, 
but this tool has to be imple-
mented and used by responsible 

people in order to be practical. 
Beirut is a great example of the 
need for having an adequate risk 
process to accommodate man-
aging major operations which is 
the case in Qatar. 

You’re working with HIA for 
thermal scanners and security. 
How eff ective is the technology 
and how do you think it can help in 
curbing the spread of Covid-19?

Human body thermal scan-
ners from Cantronics have no 
human error, are most accurate 
and reliable solutions. Our Ca-
nadian partners have produced 
an eff ective product. I believe it 
is a great and essential solution 
in the current state of aff airs 
and will be a necessity due to 
high accuracy. It helps monitor 

higher volumes in less time. 
Is Bayanat also providing an 

opportunity for young gradu-
ates/researchers to be a part of 
the team to come up with cut-
ting edge technology that can 
be a breakthrough, like a Digital 
Incubation Centre for instance?

We are open to innovations 
and excellence as well as new tal-
ents. We currently are working 
on the project with Qatar Aero-
nautical Academy, which po-
tentially can grow into partner-
ship. In addition to that, we are 
working on our website, which 
will be not only informative, but 
also educational both for pro-
fessionals and non-technical 
readers – it can be used as a case 
study based on detailed project 

descriptions as well as weekly 
articles about specifi c topics to 
the industry. In addition to that, 
we are willing to co-operate with 
educational institutions for edu-
cational trainings and giving op-
portunity to graduates. 

How has Covid-19 aff ected 
Bayanat, considering you don’t 
have any other competition in 
the market as of now?

‘Every cloud has a silver lin-
ing’. In Bayanat Qatar, we follow 
this quote and act accordingly. 
Covid-19 is an unprecedented 
world event that had all individ-
uals trying to adapt in our sector. 
Moreover, the Qatar market is so 
strong that it bounced back al-
most directly with all the meas-
ures put in place.

What are the airport ad-
vancements we’re looking for-
ward to as we progress towards 
Qatar 2022?

(Hamad and Doha) HIA and 
DIA expansion as well as secu-
rity and safety enhancements 
are under way. Example would 
be FOD Xsight, Mlat Expansion, 
Qatar Flight Information Region 
programme, and Meteorological 
advance systems.

Any advice for the young en-
trepreneurs on how to sustain 
themselves in a market that’s quite 
volatile right now in general?

As an offi  cially certifi ed in-
dividual with RMP, PMP, LEED 
AP, Solar energy, etc, I advise the 
young generation to be willing to 
gather knowledge from learning 
and work hard while putting in 
the extra hours and eff ort in or-
der to achieve your goals. 

For how long have you been 
living in Qatar? And how do you 
think Qatar has evolved with its 
adaptation of new and advance 
technologies of worldwide rec-
ognition?

I moved to Qatar in 2010 
and since then I’ve grown and 
learned so much in Qatar avia-
tion and transportation industry 
which can easily be ranked as 
among the top fi ve worldwide. 
Thus, the urge to be number one 
in the world is a catalyst to bring 
the most advanced technologies 
and utilise them in our line of 
business. Furthermore, Hamad 
International Airport has been 
one of best in the world for the 
past fi ve years in addition to Qa-
tar Airways.

Hasan Ezzeddine, general manager, Bayanat Engineering.

Thermal Scanners at HIA installed by Bayanat Engineering.

ABA unit ties up with Midea Appliances

Ali Bin Ali (ABA) Holding’s 
Prime Distribution Trading 
Company (PDTC) has an-

nounced its new partnership with 
Midea Home Appliances, described 
as one of the world’s largest brands in 
the segment.

A market leader in Qatar, PDTC’s 
strategic tie-up with Midea Home 
Appliances will off er more options 
to consumers in Qatar, according to 
a statement. 

Home appliances from Midea will 
now be available at all major retailers 
in the country.

“Midea has over 30 production 
centres worldwide, is present across 
over 200 countries, and carries over 
50 product design awards,” said Sid-
dharth Saxena, sales director - MEA 
Region. 

“Over the past few years, Midea’s 
growth in the Middle East region has 
doubled. The reason is that we, at 
Midea, are putting ourselves in con-
sumers’ shoes, identifying what are 
the solutions that people are looking 
in home appliances in this region.

“Based on those observations, we 
can deliver up-to-date, durable, and 

wallet-friendly appliances for every 
home. We are happy for our col-
laboration with Prime Distribution 
with Midea’s strategy to off er better 
services to local consumers in Qatar,” 
Saxena added.

PDTC general manager Moham-
ed Imran said: “We are always try-
ing to get the best for the people of 
Qatar and the collaboration with 
Midea was also a product of that vi-
sion. With Midea’s product quality 
and wide product range combined 
with PDTC’s market knowledge 
and reach, we are sure to make a 

huge impact on consumers.”
Midea’s 2020 line-up covers a com-

plete range of home appliances. These 
include a 12-place setting dishwasher 
with six washing programmes, in-
cluding Intensive, ECO and Rapid 
wash; side-by-side refrigerator with 
A+ energy effi  ciency and 10-year 
warranty on inverter compressor; 
full-safety 5 gas burner cooking range 
with SABAF and closed grille option; 
and A++ energy effi  ciency frontload 
washing machine with 15 minutes 
quick cycle wash.

The line-up also encompasses 

PDTC’s strategic tie-up with Midea Home Appliances will off er more options to consumers 
in Qatar.

a range of chest freezers, 
water dispensers, micro-

wave ovens, kettles, blend-
ers, juicers, multi-cookers, 

meat grinders, vacuum 
cleaners and fans.

3rd Qatar-US Strategic Dialogue cements ties
From Page 1

On regional and global aff airs, the 
two governments expressed concern 
about the detrimental security, 
economic, and social impacts of the 
Gulf crisis on the region and aff irmed 
their continued support for a strong 
and united Gulf Co-operation Council 
focused on promoting a peaceful and 
prosperous future for all in the region 
and on countering regional threats.
Qatar thanked the US for supporting 
Kuwaiti mediation eff orts to resolve 
the ongoing Gulf crisis on the basis 
of respect for its sovereignty and 
independence. 
Both sides discussed the need to 
employ diplomatic means to solve 
the current tensions in the Near East 
and Eastern Mediterranean. The two 
governments discussed issues of 
regional security, including joint eff orts 
to defeat ISIS; working toward peace 
and an end to conflict in Libya, Syria, 
and Yemen; political developments in 
Iraq; and prospects for a negotiated 
resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict as outlined in the US Vision for 
Peace.
The US also recognised Qatar’s active 
leadership and mediation to promote 
peace and reconciliation among all 
parties in Somalia and Sudan. The 
US shares Qatar’s concern about the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza and 
the need for tangible steps to improve 
living and economic conditions. The 
US thanked Qatar for its indispensable 
role in bringing Taliban representatives 
to the negotiation table and for hosting 
the signing of the historic US-Taliban 
Agreement in February 2020 and 
the start of the Afghanistan Peace 
Negotiations in September 2020.
The US applauded Qatar’s generous 
bilateral and multilateral humanitarian 
eff orts through the work of various 
UN agencies, including a $500mn 
multi-year assistance pledge that will 
provide $8mn annually between 2019 
and 2023 to support forcibly displaced 
populations and assist refugees, 
including millions of vulnerable 
women and young children.
The Qatar Fund for Development 
(QFFD) and US Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) discussed their respective 
strategies and objectives in the 
fields of international development 

and humanitarian assistance 
and acknowledged their shared 
commitment to international co-
operation. 
On health co-operation, Qatar and 
the US stand together in support of 
global health security and a world safe 
and secure from infectious disease 
threats, such as Covid-19, that pose a 
threat to the security and prosperity of 
both countries. To achieve this vision, 
the two countries will redouble their 
bilateral and global commitments 
to prevent, detect, and respond to 
infectious diseases, a worldwide threat 
that knows no borders. 
Qatar noted its commitment of $88mn 
to support the Covid-19 pandemic 
response to over 80 countries 
worldwide. The US and Qatar plan to 
work together to support capacity-
building in at-risk countries, through 
hosting workshops at conferences in 
both countries. 
Bilaterally, the US and Qatar intend 
to co-operate in the exchange 
of technical expertise on topics 
related to global health security, 
such as field epidemiology training 
and preparedness for large-scale 
gatherings, including FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. 
The US has shared expertise with 
Qatar via the Embassy Science Fellows 
programme and a visit of Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) specialists to 
Qatar’s inaugural 2019 Public Health 
Conference in November 2019. Both 
countries plan to explore platforms 
for enhanced co-operation on topics 
of mutual concern, such as zoonotic 
disease, environmental health, 
immunisation, disease surveillance, 
points of entry, and health emergency 
preparedness. The US and Qatar 
aim for durable dialogue on these 
topics, and may consider an MoU 
or other document to formalise this 
arrangement.
Both sides acknowledged recent 
progress and commitments made by 
Qatar on combating human traff icking 
and advancing labour rights. Under 
the framework of the US-Qatar Anti-
Traff icking MoU signed in 2018 and the 
US-Qatar Labour MoU signed during 
the 2019 Strategic Dialogue, Qatar and 
the US implemented joint initiatives to 
build capacity, raise awareness, and 
promote labour rights.
The US recognised the significant 

progress Qatar has made toward 
enacting labour reforms and eff orts to 
combat human traff icking, including 
abolishing exit permits for workers. 
The US also praised Qatar for issuing 
legislation mandating a minimum 
wage law and abolishing the ‘No 
Objection Certificate’ law.
The two sides plan to expand previous 
collaboration and implement MoUs 
with a focus on strengthening Qatar’s 
recent reforms.
Qatar appreciated the US’ 
contributions to the bilateral security 
partnership, including in the areas 
of law enforcement cooperation, 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 security 
preparations, aviation and visa 
security, countering nuclear smuggling 
and violent extremism, and combating 
terrorism and the financing of 
terrorism.
The US thanked Qatar for its continued 
eff orts to combat terrorism and the 
financing of terrorism, and prevent 
violent extremism in all forms. Both 
sides intend to strengthen their 
security and counterterrorism 
partnership to eradicate terrorism and 
counter violent extremism. 
The US welcomed Qatar’s commitment 
to provide $75mn over five years to 
the work of the UN Off ice of Counter-
Terrorism, including its eff orts to 
help Member States to use Advanced 
Passenger Information and Passenger 
Name Record data in accordance 
with UN Security Council Resolutions 
2178, 2396, and 2482. Qatar renews 
its commitment to its UN obligations, 
including those related to countering 
terrorist financing and terrorism 
information sharing.
The two governments share 
respective cybersecurity approaches 
to protecting the Covid-19 response 
eff orts. Both sides are committed 
to greater co-ordination and co-
operation towards bolstering cyber 
resilience, combatting cybercrime, and 
strengthening critical infrastructure 
protection measures. They are 
reviewing progress on information-
sharing initiatives such as the 
Homeland Security Information 
Network and reaff irm the need to 
continue eff orts to prevent terrorist 
radicalisation and recruitment. 
They underscore the role both 
governments play in supporting the 
Global Counterterrorism Forum and 

the Global Community Engagement 
and Resilience Fund. They also 
acknowledge the Qatar Fund for 
Developments leadership in ensuring 
transparency of developmental 
assistance, Qatar’s active membership 
in the Terrorist Financing Targeting 
Center, and Qatar’s support of the 
United Nations Off ice of Counter-
Terrorism’s Programming on the Role 
of Parliaments in Addressing Terrorism 
and Violent Extremism Leading to 
Terrorism. The US also thanked Qatar 
for its continued eff orts to address 
the threat of nuclear smuggling, and 
the two governments are working to 
finalise an arrangement concerning 
the prevention of illicit smuggling 
and traff icking in nuclear and other 
radiological material.
As Qatar prepares to host the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, the US intends 
to continue close co-operation with 
Qatari counterparts in support of a 
safe and successful tournament.
On commercial and aviation co-
operation, the two governments 
highlighted the marked increase in 
bilateral trade, which grew by 30.7% 
between 2018 and 2019. US exports 
to Qatar also increased by 39% over 
the same period, accounting for 21% 
of all imports to Qatar in 2019. The US 
remains Qatar’s largest foreign direct 
investor and largest trading partner.
The US and Qatar also reviewed 
progress on the Understandings 
on Civil Aviation signed on January 
29, 2018. They welcomed their 
shared and ongoing commitment 
to the principles of fair competition 
in providing international air 
transportation governed by the 
US-Qatar Air Transport Agreement 
signed in Washington on October 3, 
2001 and to maintaining the Open 
Skies relationship between them. The 
US-Qatar Air Transport Agreement 
entered into force on August 27, 2020 
via an exchange of diplomatic notes. 
This agreement creates greater legal 
certainty for the governments and air 
carriers of each nation. 
The two governments aff irmed their 
mutual desire to enhance cooperation 
in the energy sector, as noted in the 
2019 Strategic Dialogue. They also 
welcomed recent moves by US energy 
companies to establish off ices in Qatar 
to further strengthen their relations 
with their Qatari counterparts.

The US delegation recognised Qatar’s 
successful implementation of reforms 
designed to attract foreign investment 
into Qatar, including the creation of 
free zones, the expansion of business 
ownership rights for non-citizens, and 
the establishment of an Investment 
Promotion Agency. 
The Qatari delegation highlighted the 
constructive role US companies play 
in developing Qatari investments in 
US firms and employment, and both 
sides acknowledged Qatar Investment 
Authority’s (QIA) 2019 pledge to 
invest $45bn in the US, concentrated 
in the infrastructure sector, with total 
Qatari investment in the US exceeding 
$200bn. Qatar and the US plan to 
work together to promote further 
bilateral investment, including through 
trade missions and forums such as 
SelectUSA.
The QIA, with the US International 
Development Finance Corporation, 
are enhancing co-operation on 
investment in developing countries 
in order to create opportunities that 
enhance sustainability and social 
empowerment. 
Recognising the positive outcomes 
of the Bilateral Trade and Investment 
Framework Agreement signed in 2004, 
and citing the success of similar events 
in 2018, the US welcomed Qatar’s plans 
to conduct an economic roadshow in 
the US in 2021.
Both sides agreed to continue to 
advance their shared priorities during 
the ministerial-level Strategic Energy 
Dialogue and its working groups, in 
particular on developing the global 
conversation around the natural gas 
trade and energy investment.
On education and cultural co-
operation, both governments 
underscored the importance of 
strengthening people-to-people 
ties and reviewed progress on 
implementing the MoU on Educational 
Co-operation and the SOI on Cultural 
Co-operation that were signed in 2019.
The two governments noted several 
important steps that were decided 
upon in the MoU on Educational 
Co-operation to continue building 
and sustaining key partnerships in 
the fields of education and academia. 
They also discussed further areas of 
collaboration including increasing 
professional and academic exchanges 
through Education and Cultural Aff airs.

Nasa and Qatar Foundation (QF) 
announced an agreement between 
Nasa and Hamad bin Khalifa 
University’s Qatar Energy and 
Environment Research Institute to 
formulate a study on the detection 
of underground water aquifers. QF, 
Qatar Museums, and the Smithsonian 
Institution also announced an MoU 
on educational, cultural, and sports 
collaboration.
On military co-operation, the two 
governments reaff irmed their 
commitment to the Joint Declaration 
on Security Co-operation to promote 
peace and stability and counter 
terrorism. The US delegation outlined 
plans to expand the operational 
capability of Al Udeid Air Base and 
commended Qatar’s generosity 
in upgrading critical facilities and 
infrastructure at the base. Both 
governments committed to continuing 
discussions on the evolution of 
enduring basing in Qatar. Together 
with further changes to align operating 
procedures with Nato standards, the 
upgrades at Al Udeid Air Base will 
increase the capability of US and 
coalition forces based in Qatar.
Both governments noted the recent 
expansion of the bilateral maritime 
partnership, which included a 
continuing increase in operations 
by US naval vessels in Qatari ports 
in 2019 and 2020. Qatar’s Navy 
and Coast Guard represent the 
largest maritime contribution to the 
33-nation Combined Maritime Force 
Task Force-152 and continue to be 
high-value partners. These missions, 
together with the strong partnership 
between Qatari maritime forces 
and the US Navy’s Fifth Fleet, boost 
regional security by providing a visible 
presence and deterrent to unlawful 
maritime activities.
The two sides discussed the $26bn 
Foreign Military Sales programme, 
which continues to increase the 
capability and capacity of the Qatar 
Armed Forces, while constituting the 
cornerstone of bilateral security co-
operation.
Qatar and the US remain invested in 
dialogue and long-term co-operation 
and look forward to reviewing 
progress in these areas at the next 
Policy Working Group meeting in 
Washington, DC in the first quarter of 
2021.
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Wellbeing
HOL    STIC

By Shefa Ali

My path to living a simpler life 

started a few years ago, the inten-

tion was to let go of everything 

that wasn’t good for me, this way of 

living has most definitely brought 

more peace into my world, but it 

also has brought with it the pain of 

loss. The loss of friendships, and 

belief in myself and other people. 

There were times when I doubted 

myself for choosing the path that I 

did, when everyone else seemed to 

be hustling to make it in the world. 

Now I know, loss isn’t always a bad 

thing, simplifying your life isn’t 

about shutting out people, consum-

erism, money or material things. 

It’s more about embracing them in 

a more conscious, intentional way. 

That’s the way it works for me, you 

many decide to approach it dif-

ferently; some people refer to this 

way of living as minimalism, I call it 

simple living. 

The more experiences I have in life, 

the clearer it becomes to me that to 

be happy, the more selective I need 

to be with how I spend my time, en-

ergy and money. How do I do this? 

Living a simple life. On my journey I 

have come to value knowledge and 

experiences way more than things. 

Having nice things is cool. But 

ultimately, the people who truly 

care about you don’t care about 

the things you own. All they care 

about is that you’re happy, and that 

you’re able to spend quality time 

with them. And the people you’re 

trying to impress with the cool 

things? They couldn’t care less about 

whether you’re happy or miserable, 

so why not choose to invest your 

time, energy and money in making 

beautiful memories with the ones 

who do matter, and knowledge that 

will help enrich your relationships 

with them? 

We live in a world where we are bom-

barded with thousands of images 

every single moment that encourage 

us to act impulsively on urges that 

bring us little to no real benefit. “Feel-

ing down about your life? We know 

how to make you feel better”. Or, 

“This waist trainer will give you a tiny 

waist and make you look beautiful”. 

The more you buy into these ideas 

you realise that you can drown, in 

stuff  that is no good for you. 

Simplifying my life has allowed me 

to align my actions with my values. 

We may have goals that we want to 

achieve and values that we claim 

to live by, but often, our day-to-day 

actions don’t reflect them. Until your 

words, thoughts and actions align 

with each other, the values that you 

want to embody will remain discon-

nected from your reality as mere 

thoughts in your head. 

If you’re wondering if living a simple 

life is for you, I will be discussing it in 

more detail here over the next few 

weeks. I will tell you about the strate-

gies that have made the biggest 

impact on my simple-living journey, 

things that have helped me find the 

true essence of living a meaningful, 

intentional life.

 The author is a consultant and 
coach. Instagram handle: @miss_
shefa,  Website: missshefa.com

Simplifying can be simple

By Hala Bader al-Humaidhi

Are you a person that is con-

stantly watching the news? Either 

by television, newspapers, or 

social media? 

We are in a world in where news, 

either good or bad is surround-

ing us and affects us positively or 

even worse negatively!

In these times, especially with the 

Covid-19 pandemic, we are glued 

to the news. We all want to know 

if a vaccine has been invented, 

the numbers of corona cases in 

our country or the world. Well, I’m 

sorry to tell you that doing that 

influences us resentfully more 

than the virus itself! 

Let me give you a few tips on how 

to handle the Covid-19 news or 

bad news in general:

1. Limit your exposure to media as 

much as possible.

2. Think of the blessings you have 

in your life or in general in the 

world.

3. Control your thoughts instead 

of letting them control you.

4. Take a course in stress manage-

ment.

5. Avoid gatherings in where you 

know the negative topic will be 

brought up.

6. Surround yourself with positive 

individuals and surroundings.

7. Meditate.

8. Try to work out as much as pos-

sible, as endorphin gets released 

when you fo.

9. Last but not least, accept it! 

Because resistance outcomes 

persistence.

It is ok and normal to feel bad 

now and then, but with real is-

sues! A loved one’s death — God 

forbid, a chronic sickness, work 

issues, or any situation you feel 

that triggers your life. But one 

must nor focus on that continu-

ally and stay in that cycle! One 

must focus on the solutions 

instead of frowning on the topic 

itself and blaming one’s bad luck.

If you still feel that you are in 

the negative circle and cannot 

escape it then professional help 

is needed. Here is where a life 

coach’s work comes in. First let 

us define what a life coach is, as 

some might not be familiar with 

it. Meriiam-Webster dictionary 

states that a life coach is an 

adviser who helps people make 

decisions, set and reach goals, 

or deal with problems. Soon this 

case,  seeking a life coach might 

be the perfect solution to one. A 

life coach will identify your fears 

and helps you overcome them 

with tips or solutions, which will 

be a perfect positive life style for 

you.

Finally, you only live once so try 

to make it a happy and positive 

life, that you won’t regret having 

once your old.

Stay safe and happy!

 The author is a consultant in Pub-

lic Relations and Personality Types. 

Instagram: @Tipsbyhalahill

Bad news?

By Ghanim al-Sulaiti

Working out, keeping fit, going to 

the gym — we do this in the best 

interest of our bodies with the in-

tention of keeping our body fit and 

healthy. But should your workouts 

extend above the neck as well as 

below? The very concept of face 

massages/exercise is an art that 

dates back to many, many years 

and has roots in China, Mexico, 

France and Sweden, with each na-

tion having a role to play in shaping 

what we know as facial massage 

today.

Essentially, the results of a good 

facial massage are a reduction in 

puff iness, an uplift in the firmness 

of the skin, a release of any tension 

in the face and that a healthy, 

rested glow.

Harvard scientists say the pri-

mary target in facial massage is the 

lymph nodes underneath the ears 

and on the neck. The act of working 

out and massaging the skin means 

increased blood flow to the area. 

More blood to the skin means more 

oxygen to the skin, and that blood 

flow also brings more nutrients.

Another benefit of facial massage 

is that it also relieves tension. Just 

as firming and toning our muscles 

with exercise make our body look 

and feel better, facial massages 

works the same way too. These 

massages work our facial muscles 

by releasing tension while lifting 

the skin and making them firmer. 

Think of it as natural therapy.

A small 2017 survey examined the 

eff ectiveness of facial massage that 

included a stimulating massage 

device such as a face roller. When 

combined with natural face oils, im-

provements were seen in wrinkles, 

skin sagging, and texture.

Face exercises, including stretching 

and movement, can be used to 

loosen up and lessen the appear-

ance of any imperfections, such as 

scars, as well as to help improve 

muscle tone in the face and could 

theoretically help with gravity-

related fat loss or redistribution on 

the face. 

It’s a trend that’s growing at a 

good pace, and more people are 

paying attention to natural ways in 

which they can exercise the face. 

As I grow my businesses, my next 

project will focus on professional 

face massages to complement my 

existing brands centred around 

veganism, health, skincare and 

sustainability. Whether you have 15 

minutes or an entire hour, you will 

be able to put together your favour-

ite elements to create an individual-

ised facial massage routine.

Focusing on the health and 

strength of your facial muscles as 

part of your selfcare routine will 

work wonders for the appearance 

of key focus areas like the jawline, 

forehead and eye area – let me 

know if it’s something you’ve 

considered before, or your own 

experiences with facial exercises. 

 The author is an expert in vegan 
wellbeing and health. Instagram 
handle: @Ghanim92 

Exercising your face

Training for half marathon

By Alexa Duckworth-Briggs
The Guardian

Be organised, start off  slow 
and do the plank every day.

Have a training plan:
Even a free one-size-fits-

all training plan that you can 
download is good. They help 
you build up your distance 
safely, and remind you to plan 
in enough rest and recovery 
days.

Don’t go too fast on your 
longer training runs:

These practice runs are about 
building endurance, not speed. 
Aim for a gentle pace where you 
can hold a conversation. If you 

struggle, you will get demoti-
vated. Use your shorter runs for 
speed training. Most people do 
three training runs a week.

Do regular injury-proof-
ing exercises:

Squats, lunges, planks and 
bridge strengthen legs and core. 
Do 5 to 10 minutes a day, or half 
an hour a few times a week.

Don’t explode out of the 
starting gate:

As the race day approach-
es, remember that you will be 
full of adrenaline, so it will be 
tempting to go off too fast. You 
will pay for it later as your ener-
gy levels flag. Studies show that 
it is best to run the first half 
more slowly than the second.

Squats

Lunges

How safe are masks?

By Reem Abdulrahman  Jassim 
al-Muftah

As we all assumed, Cov-
id-19 wave two is hap-
pening and is finally 

here. Did you continue to prac-
tice the safety precautions when 
the country started to re-open 
or did you go back to the old 
ways pre-pandemic? Personal-
ly, I continued to be precautious 
rather than directly revert to old 
ways as I urged you all to do in 
one of my recent articles. To tell 
you the truth, I really dislike the 
face masks and am really unable 
to be strict with wearing them; 
that’s why I rarely go out and if 
I do, I try to get back home as 
fast as possible. You guys know 
how much I love working out, 
but I still choose to not wear the 
mask when I am outside, but of 
course I practice social distanc-
ing and stay far from others as 
much as I can. If you’re active, 
did you notice the lack of oxy-
gen and increased sweating? I 
tried it once and will never do it 
again, but guess what, it seems 
my body was trying to tell me 
something and now I under-
stand what that was.

Recent studies have revealed 
that wearing face masks can 
negatively effect the mind and 
body. How? Masks reduce the 
amount of oxygen intake and 
lead to it not being delivered ef-
ficiently throughout your body 
and naturally to the brain as 
well. They even saw that these 
effects continue after removing 
the mask as the body becomes 
used to that kind of state. In 
more detail, masks can cause 
you to inhale and exhale more 

rapidly possibly leading to hy-
perventilation. This effects the 
balance of oxygen and carbon 
dioxide and causes you to use 
your chest and neck muscles 
more rather than your dia-
phragm and makes it more dif-
ficult for your body to relax. If 
you haven’t already and hope 
you don’t, but headaches, diz-
ziness, confusion, numbness 
or tingling in hands and feet 
and problems sleeping are very 
common symptoms from fre-

quent mask-wearing. There-
fore, it is clear that all these 
masks, whatever type, have 
adverse effects and are not rec-
ommended to be worn continu-
ously. This is why I urge you all 
to reduce your outings, in turn 
reducing the use of masks and 
to firmly adopt the following 
guidelines if you have to go out 
and wear your mask:

1. Take five long breaths be-
fore putting on your mask, af-
ter putting it on and when you 

remove it. For one long breath, 
breathe in for 4 seconds through 
the nose and breathe out for 
6 seconds through the mouth. 
Then take a 2 second break in be-
tween breaths.

2. Take slower and longer 
breaths while wearing the mask. 
Take note of your breathing 
speed and try to relax.

3. If you are wearing the mask 
for an extended amount of time, 
make sure to take breaks around 
every 30-60 minutes to take it off  
and to take in fi ve long breaths. 

4. For hygiene purposes: dis-
pose of your disposable masks 
once used and make sure to 
frequently wash your reusable 
masks as masks can cause and 
increase infections.

5. If you are sick and have 
been effected by Covid-19 then 
make sure to stay home and 
not have to wear your mask as 
it may potentially worsen your 
health.

So, in conclusion, please be 
ware while wearing your mask 
and to take care of your health by 
following the discussed protocols 
above. Most importantly, if you 
are an active person and want to 
continue your healthy lifestyle, 
that’s great, but please make 
sure to watch your breathing and 
try to refrain from wearing your 
mask as much as possible (while 
still practicing social distanc-
ing). This means try to workout 
at home or in the outdoors away 
from others or simply do not en-
gage in public activities where 
you must wear a mask. Good luck 
and happy breathing!

 The author is a wellness advo-
cate and infl uencer @keys2balance. 
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US sanctions 
ruining lives,
Iran tells ICJ
Agencies
The Hague

Iran urged the UN’s top court 
yesterday to hear its bid to 
overturn US nuclear sanc-

tions, saying they were destroy-
ing the Iranian economy and 
“ruining millions of lives”.

The International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) in The Hague is 
hearing arguments this week 
from Tehran and Washington 
before deciding whether it has 
jurisdiction to deal with the case.

Iran dragged the United States 
to the ICJ in 2018 when President 
Donald Trump pulled the US out 
of a landmark deal limiting Iran’s 
nuclear programme and reim-
posed sanctions.

Tehran’s representative Ha-
midreza Oloumiyazdi told the 
court by videolink that the sanc-
tions were a “clear breach” of a 
1955 “Treaty of Amity” between 
Iran and the United States.

“The US measures and the 
underlying policy of maximum 
pressure disregard the very 
foundation of international law,” 
Oloumiyazdi said.

He said the sanctions were 
causing “hardship and suff er-
ing” including a record drop in 
Iran’s trade, a near-doubling of 
food prices and “severe” eff ects 
on the health system.

“All that matters now for the 
US administration is whether 
its measures are succeeding in 
destroying the Iranian economy 
and ruining the lives of millions 
of Iranians,” Oloumiyazdi added.

The US urged the ICJ to reject 
the case on Monday, saying the 
sanctions have nothing to do 
with the friendship treaty, which 
predated the 1979 Islamic revo-
lution in Iran and subsequent 
severing of ties between the two 
countries.

It argued that the sanctions 
were necessary because Iran 
posed a “grave threat” to inter-
national security.

Washington formally ended the 
Treaty of Amity in late 2018 after 
the ICJ ordered it to ease sanc-

tions on humanitarian goods as 
an emergency measure while the 
overall lawsuit is dealt with.

A decision on jurisdiction by 
the ICJ, which was set up after 
World War II to rule in disputes 
between nations, could take sev-
eral months, while a fi nal ruling 
would take years.

The 2015 nuclear deal – in-
volving the fi ve permanent 
members of the UN Security 
Council – Britain, China, France, 
Russia and the United States, 
plus Germany – has hung by a 
thread since Trump pulled out.

The accord promises Iran 
sanctions relief in exchange for 
curbing its nuclear programme, 
but Tehran has stepped up nu-
clear activities since last year af-
ter the US reimposed sanctions.

In other developments, Iran’s 
President Hassan Rouhani said 
that the United Arab Emirates 
and Bahrain will be responsible 
for any “consequences” result-
ing from their normalisation of 
relations with Israel.

Speaking at a cabinet meeting, 
Rouhani said Israel was “com-
mitting more crimes in Palestine 
every day”.

“Some of the region’s coun-
tries, their people are pious 
Muslims but their rulers neither 
understand religion nor (their) 
debt to the nation of Palestine, 
to their brothers speaking their 
language,” he said in televised 
remarks.

“How could you reach out 
your hands to Israel? And then 
you want to give them bases in 
the region? All the severe con-
sequences that would arise from 
this are on you.”

An aide to Iran’s supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
said yesterday that some states 
had become “puppets” of the US 
and Israel in the “vain hope” of 
getting their support.

“They have pinned their hopes 
on nothing and built a house on 
water, and they will pay for this 
cowardly act,” foreign aff airs 
adviser Ali Akbar Velayati was 
quoted as saying by Tasnim news 
agency.

Suga pledges to tackle 
virus, kickstart economy
AFP
Tokyo

Japan’s new Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga pledged yes-
terday to keep coronavirus 

infections under control and 
kickstart an economy in reces-
sion, as Shinzo Abe left offi  ce 
after a record-breaking tenure.

In his fi rst remarks after be-
ing elected by parliament earlier 
yesterday, Suga emphasised his 
will be a cabinet of continuity, 
seeking to further the policies 
championed by Abe.

“We need to carry forward the 
policies that the Abe adminis-
tration was pushing, I feel that 
is the mission for which I have 
been called,” Suga told reporters.

He sidestepped questions on 
the possibility of a snap election 
to consolidate his position, say-

ing that “what the public wants 
right now is that we manage to 
end the pandemic soon and at 
the same time we steadily re-
store the economy”.

“Achieving both the preven-
tion of the spread of infection 
and rebuilding the economy 
is what they desire most. We 
hope to do our best on this is-
sue first.”

He dwelled little on politi-
cal ideology or foreign policy 
goals, instead pledging admin-
istrative reform, an end to “bu-
reaucratic silos”, and greater 
digitisation of government.

He said he would seek contin-
ued strong ties with Washington 
and stable relations with China 
and Russia.

But he offered no details and 
made no mention of ongoing 
tensions with South Korea, or 
any specifics of his defence 

strategy, particularly towards 
North Korea.

The 71-year-old takes the 
top job after decades in politics, 
most recently in the role of chief 
cabinet secretary, where he was 
a key enforcer of government 
policy as well as spokesman.

A long-time Abe adviser and 
right-hand man, Suga has said 
his run was inspired by a desire 
to continue his predecessor’s 
policies.

His new cabinet is full of fa-
miliar faces, with Abe’s foreign 
and fi nance ministers staying 
on, and the outgoing premier’s 
brother appointed to lead the 
defence ministry.

Suga won an easy victory in 
a vote in parliament, where his 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party 
holds a commanding majority.

But he now faces a raft of 
tough challenges, from immedi-

ate problems like the coronavirus 
and the postponed Olympics, to 
longer-term issues including a 
declining population.

“Tough issues are mounting 
before the Suga cabinet,” said 
Shinichi Nishikawa, a professor 
of political science at Meiji Uni-
versity in Tokyo.

“The coronavirus is the top 
priority to tackle. On the diplo-
matic front, there are many un-
certain factors, including the US 
presidential election,” he told 
AFP.

Abe formally resigned yester-
day along with his cabinet, end-
ing his record run in offi  ce with a 
year left in his mandate.

He opted to step down after a 
recurrence of ulcerative colitis, 
a bowel disease that has long 
plagued him and also helped 
force an early end to his fi rst 
term in offi  ce, after just a year.

He hands the reins to a man 
who diff ers in many ways.

While Abe prioritised foreign 
relations, Suga is a diplomatic 
novice more comfortable nego-
tiating between ministries and 
resolving bureaucratic road-
blocks.

And unlike Abe, a political 
blue-blood, Suga is the son of a 
strawberry-farmer father and 
schoolteacher mother, who was 
raised in rural Akita and worked in 
a factory while he was in college.

Suga’s new cabinet off ers fur-
ther evidence of his desire for 
continuity, with Foreign Min-
ister Toshimitsu Motegi staying 
on along with Finance Minister 
Taro Aso.

Just two women were ap-
pointed – as Olympics and jus-
tice ministers – down from the 
three who served in Abe’s last 
government.

Newly-appointed Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga leads his cabinet members to a photo session at the prime minister’s off icial residence in Tokyo yesterday.

Israeli jets bomb Gaza after 
rocket attack by militants
AFP
Gaza City

Israel bombed Gaza yesterday 
after militants fi red rockets 
through the night, overshad-

owing the signing of landmark 
normalisation deals with the 
United Arab Emirates and Bah-
rain in Washington.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu accused the 
militants of seeking to stop the 
peace deals, Israel’s fi rst with an 
Arab country since 1994.

But Gaza ruler Hamas warned 
Israel it faced an escalation if the 
bombing continued, barely two 
weeks after a renewed Egyptian-
brokered truce halted near-
nightly exchanges across the 
border through August.

The signing of the two agree-
ments at a White House ceremo-
ny hosted by President Donald 
Trump prompted protest rallies 
across the Palestinian territories.

The deals broke with decades 
of Arab consensus that there 
would be no normalisation of 

relations with Israel until it had 
made peace with the Palestin-
ians and drew accusations of 
“betrayal” against the two Gulf 
states.

At least 15 rockets were 
launched from the Gaza Strip 
between 8pm (1700 GMT) Tues-
day and early yesterday, nine of 
which were intercepted by Israeli 
air defences, the military said.

One hit the southern port city 
of Ashdod, wounding at least 
two people, emergency services 
said.

“We were surprised by the 
rockets,” said Ilanit Levy, a 
45-year-old resident of Sderot, 
an Israeli town close to the Gaza 
border.

“It’s because of the agree-
ments. Maybe they wanted to say 
that they don’t want peace with 
us, that they want to damage the 
agreements,” she added.

The Israeli military said fi ghter 
jets responded with strikes on 
Hamas military targets.

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility for the rocket fi re.

But Israel held Hamas respon-

sible, warning it would “bear the 
consequences for terror activity 
against Israeli civilians”.

The rocket fi re came as the 
United Arab Emirates and Bah-
rain signed accords establishing 
diplomatic relations with Israel 
and Netanyahu accused the mili-
tants of seeking to derail them.

“They want to prevent peace, 
they won’t. We will hit every-
one who tries to harm us, and 
we will extend a hand of peace to 
all who reach out to us to make 
peace,” the prime minister said in 
a statement.

The landmark agreements 
prompted demonstrations on 
Tuesday in both Gaza and the 
occupied West Bank.

Clutching Palestinian fl ags 
and wearing blue face masks for 
protection against coronavirus, 
demonstrators rallied in the West 
Bank cities of Nablus, Hebron 
and Ramallah, seat of the Pales-
tinian Authority.

Trump said the agreements 
“will serve as the foundation for 
a comprehensive peace across 
the entire region.”

Insurgents kill 11
villagers in Nigeria
AFP
Kano, Nigeria

Militants aligned to the 
Islamic State have killed 
11 villagers in two sepa-

rate attacks in Nigeria’s north-
east Borno state, militia leaders 
said yesterday.

Fighters from the Islamic State 
West Africa Province (ISWAP) in 
several pickup trucks opened fi re 
on Wasaram, 90km from region-
al capital Maiduguri on Tuesday, 
killing eight villagers and injur-
ing 20, they said.

Three villagers were also killed 
in a separate attack in Auno ear-
lier that day.

“We recovered 11 bodies from 
the two attacks which occurred 
yesterday in Kaga district,” militia 
leader Ibrahim Liman told AFP.

The insurgents had accused 
the villagers of alerting troops 
about their movement on their 
way to rob traders in the nearby 
town of Ngamdu, he said.

Soldiers intercepted the mili-
tants and engaged them in a gun-
battle, forcing them to retreat, 
said militiaman Umar Ari, who 

gave the same death toll.
“They (ISWAP) attacked the 

village on their way back, ac-
cusing residents of informing 
soldiers about their movement 
to rob local traders at the weekly 
market”, Ari told AFP.

Earlier on Tuesday, ISWAP 
fi ghters slaughtered three farm-
ers that they seized as they 
worked on their fi elds outside 
Auno village, 65km away, the 
militia leaders added.

ISWAP, which split from Boko 
Haram in 2016 and initially fo-
cused on attacking the military, 
has increasingly been targeting 
civilians, in particular abducting 
and killing motorists at bogus 
checkpoints on highways.

Meanwhile, eight people were 
injured late Tuesday when gunmen 
from a rival Boko Haram faction 
ambushed a civilian convoy under 
military escort outside the town of 
Banki near the border with Cam-
eroon, security sources told AFP.

“Four of the victims were tak-
en to a hospital in Mora on the 
Cameroonian side because of the 
severity of their injuries,” said a 
security source, who asked not to 
be identifi ed.

Smoke and flames are seen following an Israeli air strike in the Khan 
Yunis town of the southern Gaza Strip yesterday.

Uganda is investigating the deaths of 10 
refugees and a local teenager in a dispute over 
water, a government minister said yesterday, 
urging the world to do more to help Africa’s 
biggest refugee host country. Violence erupted 
last week after a disagreement over who should 
have priority at a borehole shared between 
locals and South Sudanese refugees at a settle-
ment in the northwest of the country. A 16-year-
old Ugandan cattle herder was killed after he re-
fused to wait his turn at the shared waterpoint, 
sparking outrage among locals, said Musa 
Ecweru, Uganda’s minister for disaster manage-
ment and refugee aff airs. “The local community 
was very angry and blamed the refugees for the 
death of the boy. It was an unfortunate incident 
as lives were lost,” Ecweru said.

Sudanese authorities yesterday said they 
had arrested 41 people for possessing a large 
amount of explosive materials, including a 
compound similar to that which caused a 
catastrophic explosion in Lebanon last month. 
“Forty-one people were arrested in posses-
sion of explosives, enough to destroy (the 
capital) Khartoum,” said public prosecutor 
Tagelsir al-Hebr at a press conference, adding 
that his office had opened an investigation. 
Intelligence gathered since August on “the 
movements of terrorist groups” led to the ar-
rests, according to Jamal Jumaa, spokesman 
for the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces. 
“We fear now that some Sudanese people will 
resort to carrying out sabotage and bomb-
ings,” he said. 

Sri Lanka is seeking at least 340mn rupees ($1.9mn) 
from the owner of the stricken oil supertanker New 
Diamond for assistance given to the vessel since 
it caught fire on September 3, the co-ordinating 
off icer to the country’s attorney general said. Nishara 
Jayaratne said the cost was for services provided 
by various departments including the Sri Lankan 
navy, air force, ports authority and Marine Environ-
ment Protection Authority, among others, up until 
September 15. The fully-loaded vessel is still in Sri 
Lankan waters, although the fire was completely 
doused last week. Greece-based Porto Emporios 
Shipping Inc is the registered owner of the 20-year 
old Panama-flagged very large crude carrier, accord-
ing to Refinitiv data. The vessel is chartered by Indian 
Oil Corp to import 2mn barrels of oil from Kuwait to 
Paradip in eastern India.

A movement opposing Guinean President Alpha 
Conde’s controversial bid for a third term in 
elections next month announced yesterday that 
it would stage a new round of protests from late 
September. “Our citizens’ movement calls on 
the population of Conakry and the surrounding 
area to join a series of peaceful marches, start-
ing on Tuesday September 29, 2020, to demand 
Mr Alpha Conde’s departure,” said one of its 
leaders, Abdourahmane Sano. “The people of 
Guinea are urged to mobilise massively, in the 
greatest civic responsibility to block” Conde, he 
said. He described the 82-year-old president as 
a “dictator whose sole ambition today is to stay 
in power for the rest of his life.” Deadly clashes 
erupted in the country last October, claiming 
several dozen lives, over Conde’s plans.

A South African diamond producer yesterday 
announced it had found five blue stones, con-
sidered to be among the world’s rarest and most 
valuable, at its primary mine. Petra Diamonds 
Limited said the Type IIb gems were discovered 
in the space of one week’s production at its Cull-
inan mine, around 40km east of South Africa’s 
administrative capital Pretoria. All five stones are 
individual - as opposed to being originally part of 
a larger diamond - and their sizes range from 9.61 
to 25.75 carats. “Blue diamonds are so rare that 
there are no off icial statistics on their recovery,” 
Petra said in a statement, noting that it was “unu-
sual” to find “five high quality stones around the 
same time”. Cullinan mine is one of the world’s 
most important sources of blue diamonds, ac-
cording to the company.

Uganda probes killing of 
10 refugees in water row

Sudan arrests 41 for 
possessing explosives 

Sri Lanka seeks $1.9mn 
damage from tanker owner

Anti-Conde movement 
sets protests for late Sept

S African miner finds 
five rare blue diamonds
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Prestigious US science 
journal to back Biden
Guardian News and Media
Washington

In a break with its 175-year 
tradition, the prestigious US 
magazine Scientifi c Ameri-

can has for the fi rst time endorsed 
a candidate in a US presidential 
election – the Democratic party 
nominee, Joe Biden.

The magazine has taken the line 
because, it says, “Donald Trump 
has badly damaged the US and its 
people – because he rejects evi-
dence and science.”

In a piece published in October’s 
edition, the editorial board writes: 
The most devastating example is 
his dishonest and inept response to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, which cost 
more than 190,000 Americans their 
lives by the middle of September. 
He has also attacked environmen-
tal protections, medical care, and 
the researchers and public science 
agencies that help this country pre-
pare for its greatest challenges.”

They criticise Trump, saying: 
“At every stage, Trump has reject-
ed the unmistakable lesson that 
controlling the disease, not down-
playing it, is the path to economic 
reopening and recovery,” and refer 

to the recent revelation from inter-
view tapes published by the veter-
an journalist Bob Woodward that 
Trump was stating in public “this 
is like a fl u ” while saying in pri-
vate that it was “lethal and highly 
transmissible”.

They go on to say the president 
“repeatedly lied to the public about 
the deadly threat of the disease”, and 
that while supporting the wearing of 
masks – a strategy they say would 
hurt no one – could have saved 
thousands of lives in the US.

Instead “Trump and his vice-
president fl outed local mask rules, 
making it a point not to wear masks 
themselves in public appearances”.

They condemn the president for 
reacting to America’s worst public 
health crisis in a century by saying: 
“I don’t take responsibility at all.”

Away from the coronavirus pan-
demic, the article also attacks the 
president’s record on environmen-
tal, health and scientifi c issues more 
broadly, saying: “Trump’s refusal to 
look at the evidence and act accord-
ingly extends beyond the virus.

He has repeatedly tried to get rid 
of the Aff ordable Care Act while 
off ering no alternative; compre-
hensive medical insurance is es-
sential to reduce illness.

Republicans urged to back
big virus stimulus package
AFP
Washington

President Donald Trump, 
falling behind in the polls 
against Democrat Joe Biden 

ahead of the November election, 
yesterday urged his Republican 
Party to back a big-spending 
coronavirus stimulus package.

Trump blamed “heartless” 
Democrats for Congress’ failure 
to agree on another bill injecting 
cash into struggling households 
and businesses after months of 
virus lockdowns.

But in a tweet, he told Repub-
licans to “go for the much higher 
numbers,” saying Congress must 
give “Stimulus Payments to 
people who desperately need the 
money, and whose fault it was 
not that the plague came in from 
China.”

Negotiations in Congress have 
been at a standstill for weeks, with 
Republicans balking at what they 
say is the unrealistically high price 
tag demanded by Democrats.

The White House in particular 
has branded Democratic pro-

posals as a generalised bailout 
for state and local authorities 
suff ering from non-virus-relat-
ed fi nancial woes.

But as the November 3 presi-
dential and congressional elec-
tions approach, both sides are 
under pressure not to appear as 
having abandoned voters.

Democrats led by House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi are said 
to be wary of handing Trump an 
opportunity to mount a PR coup 
on the eve of the election.

But on Tuesday, Pelosi told 
lawmakers they would remain in 
Washington until they take ac-
tion on the federal aid, according 
to US media. Trump’s chief of 
staff , Mark Meadows, said yes-
terday that there is “a growing 
sense that there are still some 
real needs to be addressed.”

“If the speaker is saying she’s 
willing to stay in until a deal gets 
done, that’s also another en-
couraging sign,” he said.

“The biggest stumbling block is 
if we use this pandemic as a bailout 
mechanism for poorly run states,” 
Meadows said.”That would be a 
very diffi  cult hurdle to overcome.”

Pelosi and Senate Democratic 
leader Chuck Schumer yester-
day said they were encouraged 
by Trump’s tweet calling for Re-
publicans to back “much higher 
numbers” in a new coronavirus 
relief package.

“We look forward to hearing 
from the president’s negotia-
tors that they will fi nally meet us 
halfway with a bill that is equal to 
the massive health and economic 
crises gripping our nation,” Pelosi 
and Schumer said in a statement.

The House approved $3.4tn in 
new coronavirus aid in May, al-
though Pelosi later dropped the 
Democrats’ aid demand to about 
$2.2tn.

Trump on Tuesday said a vac-
cine against coronavirus could 
be three or four weeks away, de-
spite cautionary notes sounded 
by some public health offi  cials 
about that accelerated timeline.

Trump, speaking at a town 
hall hosted by ABC News in Phil-
adelphia, defended his handling 
of the coronavirus crisis, and 
said a vaccine could be ready for 
distribution before the US presi-
dential election on November 3.

Senate ‘at risk’
of falling into
Democratic 
control: memo
Guardian News and Media
Washington

A memo by senate Repub-
licans’ campaign arm has 
admitted that control of 

the upper chamber is “at risk” 
and that Democrats could win 
the senate in November’s elec-
tions.

The September 2020 political 
update from the National Re-
publican Senatorial Committee 
summarises the state of the race 
of 10 states with senate races 
around the country and how 
the outcome of each could fac-
tor into whether Republicans or 
Democrats control the chamber 
in January.

The memo, obtained by the 
Guardian, has been circulating 
among political operatives, do-
nors and interested parties. It 
comes just shy of 50 days before 
the November 2020 elections.

“The next few weeks will de-
fi ne the future of our country for 
generations to come,” the NRSC 
memo reads.

Memos like these are often 
shaped like dispassionate up-
dates but in actuality they are 
often used to convince interest-
ed parties that races slipping out 
of reach are still in play.

They are also often used to 
juice donations to lagging candi-
dates and counter trending nar-
ratives.

Democrats need to pick up 
three or four seats to take control 
of the senate.

The fact that the NRSC memo 
categorises seven senate races as 
ones that simply can’t be lost or 
deserve serious attention sug-
gests that it’s possible, but not 
certain that Democrats can take 
control of the senate.

“Make no mistake: the sen-
ate Majority is at risk. Beyond 
the four battleground states 
of Colorado, North Carolina, 
Arizona and Maine, Democrats 
are going on off ence in histori-

cally red states like Montana, 
Iowa and Georgia,” the memo 
continues.“They’re even eyeing 
states like South Carolina, where 
(Democrat) Jaime Harrison just 
reported raising a staggering 
$10.6mn in August alone.”

The memo goes on to list four 
states under its “fi rewall” rubric: 
Iowa, Montana, Georgia and 
Kansas.

Those states generally trend 
red but Democrats have staked 
their hopes on candidates with 
track records of appealing to 
both Republicans and Democrats 
or can rally key voting blocs.

All four of those states, 
though, are usually more fertile 
ground for Republicans.

Georgia, in particular, has 
been a state Democrats have 
hoped to fl ip for the last few 
presidential cycles.

Three states fall under the 
memo’s “battleground” rubric 
and they have all been trending 
toward Democrats in the past 
few cycles.

The Arizona Democrat Mark 
Kelly, in particular, has consist-
ently maintained a low double-
digit or high single-digit lead 
over the incumbent Republican 
senator Martha McSally.

The memo also warns that 
“North Carolina will be a knife 
fi ght in a phone booth until the 
end …”

Still, the memo urges Republi-
cans to take solace that despite the 
“defensive map” all is not lost.

Republicans are highly likely 
to fl ip at least one senate seat: 
Alabama.

Notably, two major senate 
races are not on this list; Ken-
tucky and Texas.

For years Democrats have 
vainly promised that one day 
Texas would fl ip in a statewide 
race.

But its leaning remains toward 
Republicans.

In Kentucky, the senate ma-
jority leader, Mitch McConnell, 
is up for re-election.

Vehicles are seen in a flooded street as Hurricane Sally passes through Pensacola, Florida, yesterday.

Hurricane swamps Gulf
Coast with massive fl oods
AFP
Washington

Hurricane Sally uprooted 
trees, fl ooded streets 
and cut power to hun-

dreds of thousands of homes 
and businesses yesterday as the 
storm brought “historic and 
catastrophic” fl ooding to the 
Alabama-Florida coast, the Na-
tional Hurricane Centre said.

Sally, which made land-
fall early yesterday near Gulf 
Shores, Alabama as a catego-
ry 2 storm, was downgraded 
in the afternoon to a tropical 
storm as maximum sustained 
winds slowed to 113km per hour, 
slightly below the threshold for 
a hurricane.

Some parts of the Gulf Coast 
have already been inundated 
with more than 18 inches of 

rain in the last 24 hours, with 
more precipitation expected 
even as the storm’s winds 
slow, the National Hurricane 
Centre said.

The winds howled fast 
enough to topple a tractor-
trailer onto its side as it was 
driven down an Alabama high-
way, according to video pub-
lished by CBS News.

The coastal resort commu-
nity of Pensacola, Florida, suf-
fered up to fi ve feet of fl ooding, 
and travel was cut by damaged 
roads and bridges.

More than 500,000 homes 
and businesses across the area 
were without power as the 
storm knocked over stately oak 
trees and tore power lines from 
poles.

The storm was moving at a 
slow 8kph pace toward the Al-
abama-Florida border but was 

predicted to pick up speed, the 
NHC said.

“The rain is what stands out 
with this one: It’s unreal,” said 
Cavin Hollyhand, 50, who left 
his home on a barrier island 
and took shelter in Mobile, 
Alabama, where he viewed the 
damage yesterday.

Some isolated areas could see 
up to 35 inches of rain before 
Sally is done, the NHC said.

Upon landfall at Gulf Shores, 
Alabama, Sally’s winds were 
clocked at 165kph. Along the 
coast, piers were ripped away by 
the storm surge and winds.

Alabama governor Kay Ivey 
told residents not to go out-
side to check on damage un-
less necessary, and to stay 
away from live power lines and 
fallen trees.

“We had strong winds for 
a long period of time,” said 

38-year-old Grant Saltz as 
he took a break from clear-
ing debris outside his Mobile 
restaurant.”Instead of a few 
hours we got it for 12 hours.”

In Pensacola, wind gusts 
were clocked at 125kph, and 
images on social media showed 
major fl oods.

One witness reported hail-
storms in the city as well and 
the NHC warned of possible 
tornadoes. City police in Pensa-
cola told residents not to drive 
around looking at damage due 
to high winds.

“We see lots of ‘lookers’ 
out,” the department wrote 
on Twitter. “It’s slowing our 
progress down. Please stay at 
home!”

Sally is the 18th named storm 
in the Atlantic this year and the 
eighth of tropical storm or hur-
ricane strength to hit the US.

There are three named 
storms in the Atlantic, none 
now threatening the US.

“We’ve only got one name 
left,” said Jim Foerster, chief 
meteorologist at DTN, an ener-
gy, agriculture and weather data 
provider, referencing the pro-
cedure to name storms. “That’s 
going to happen here soon, Wil-
fred, and then we’ll be into the 
Greek alphabet.”

Hurricane have increased in 
their intensity and destruc-
tiveness since the 1980s as the 
climate warms, according to 
researchers at the US National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

Damage from Sally is ex-
pected to reach $2bn to $3bn, 
said Chuck Watson of Enki Re-
search, which tracks tropical 
storms and models the cost of 
their damage.

Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden plays music from 
his cell phone as he participates in a Hispanic Heritage Month 
event at the Osceola Heritage Park in Kissimmee, Florida.

Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, with 
cabinet ministers behind, speaks to media 
following a cabinet retreat in Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada, yesterday.

A Republican-led senate committee yesterday 
voted to move forward with subpoenas and 
depositions of dozens of Obama-era off icials over 
the objections of Democrats who say the panel’s 
inquiry is intended to boost President Donald 
Trump’s re-election campaign. The Homeland 
Security and Governmental Aff airs Committee 
approved moves to subpoena and take 
depositions from witnesses who the Republican 
majority say are relevant to its investigation into 
“Crossfire Hurricane,” a code name the FBI used 
for an investigation it opened during the 2016 
election campaign into allegations that Trump’s 
campaign colluded with Russia. 

The US justice department yesterday said it 
has charged five Chinese residents and two 
Malaysian businessmen in a wide-ranging 
hacking eff ort that encompassed targets from 
videogames to pro-democracy activists. Federal 
prosecutors said the Chinese nationals had 
been charged with hacking more than 100 
companies in the US and abroad, including 
software development companies, computer 
manufacturers, telecommunications providers, 
social media companies, gaming firms, non-
profits, universities, think-tanks as well as foreign 
governments and politicians and civil society 
figures in Hong Kong.

A New York City man was arrested early 
yesterday after he was injured in a fire at his 
apartment, where authorities later found 
chemicals that could be used to make bombs 
and instructions on how to make them, police 
said. Marak Squires, 37, was charged with 
reckless endangerment, and was held in a New 
York City jail without bond pending a hearing, 
a police spokesman said. About 60 firefighters 
were called to his apartment in the Astoria 
neighbourhood in the Queens borough on 
Tuesday afternoon, off icials said. After fire crews 
put the flames out, Squires was taken to the 
hospital with burns on his hands, police said. 

Barbados has announced its intention to 
remove Queen Elizabeth II as head of state and 
become a republic by November next year, 
as the Caribbean island nation seeks to move 
fully beyond its colonial past. The decision was 
formalised in the so-called Throne Speech, 
delivered on behalf of Prime Minister Mia 
Mottley by the island’s governor-general Sandra 
Mason to mark the state opening of parliament 
on Tuesday. More than half a century after 
attaining independence from Britain, “the time 
has come to fully leave our colonial past behind,” 
Mason said. “Barbadians want a Barbadian head 
of state,” she said.

Panel approves subpoenas
for Obama-era off icials

US charges seven 
over hacking eff ort 

New York man arrested
after apartment fire

Barbados to remove Queen
Elizabeth II as head of state
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Britain, EU
will avoid
no deal, says
Johnson
AFP
London

Prime Minister Boris John-
son yesterday said he had 
full confi dence that Britain 

and the EU will avoid a potential-
ly disastrous cliff -edge “no deal” 
at the end of this year.

But he refused to back down 
on controversial new legislation 
that he openly admits will break 
international law and which has 
put his government at logger-
heads with Brussels.

The proposed law, which over-
rides parts of the Brexit treaty 
relating to trade in Northern 
Ireland, could torpedo already 
fraught trade talks with the Eu-
ropean Union.

The prospect of a “no deal” 
is looming larger with the talks 
deadlocked, and both sides in-
sisting agreement must be struck 
by next month for it to be imple-
mented at the end of the year.

Johnson told MPs that a “no 
deal” was “not what this country 
wants and it’s not what our EU 
friends and partners want from us.

“Therefore I have every hope 
and expectation that that will not 
be the outcome,” he told a parlia-
mentary committee during more 
than two hours of questioning.

The UK Internal Market Bill 
was put before parliament this 
week, despite EU calls for it to be 
withdrawn and stark reminders 
of the need to uphold treaty ob-
ligations.

Johnson has claimed the EU 
could “blockade” food and ag-
ricultural products heading to 
Northern Ireland from mainland 
Britain by imposing higher du-
ties and tariff s.

Northern Ireland will have 
Britain’s only land border with 
the EU from January 1, and re-
mains bound by some EU rules 
to ensure its border with Ireland 
stays open.

An open border was a key re-
quirement of the 1998 Good Fri-

day Agreement that brought an 
end to more than 30 years of vio-
lence over British rule in North-
ern Ireland.

Johnson said EU offi  cials had 
“signally failed” to rule out pre-
venting goods reaching Northern 
Ireland from Britain if no trade 
agreement is made.

“It’s always possible that I’m 
mistaken and perhaps they will 
prove my suspicions wrong,” he 
said.

The bill was designed as a 
“belt and braces” measure to 
regulate trade within the UK, and 
an “insurance policy” against 
any extreme action, he added.

“I prefer to have protections 
that guarantee the integrity of 
this country and protect against 
the potential rupture of the Unit-
ed Kingdom,” he said.

A “no deal” outcome to the 
talks would see tariff s imposed 
by both sides, and on Britain’s 
side, they “would be quite formi-
dable for some of their products”, 
he added.

EU chief executive Ursula von 
der Leyen earlier said the divorce 
deal that allowed Britain to leave 
the bloc could not be “unilat-
erally changed, disregarded or 
misapplied”.

EU leaders have dismissed 
Johnson’s claims as “spin”, while 
the ramifi cations of the govern-
ment’s admission the bill would 
break the law rumbled on.

Several of Johnson’s own 
Conservative MPs have spoken 
of their unease, while every liv-
ing former prime minister has 
warned of the risk to Britain’s 
global reputation.

US Democrats said any US-
UK trade deal would unlikely 
get through Congress if it was 
seen to threaten the Good Friday 
Agreement.

In another blow for the gov-
ernment, its most senior law of-
fi cer for Scotland, Richard Keen, 
quit amid reports he opposed the 
plans to fl out the Brexit With-
drawal Agreement.

New Covid lockdown
‘would be disastrous’
Reuters
London

Prime Minister Boris John-
son yesterday said he did 
not want to see a second 

national lockdown to combat the 
coronavirus pandemic, saying it 
would be completely wrong for 
Britain and be fi nancially disas-
trous.

“I don’t want a second na-
tional lockdown,” he told a par-
liamentary committee. “I think 
it would be completely wrong 
for this country and we are going 
to do everything in our power to 
prevent it... I very much doubt 
that the fi nancial consequences 

would be anything but disas-
trous.” 

The United Kingdom has re-
corded nearly 4,000 new daily 
cases of Covid-19, government 
data showed yesterday, with the 
total number of daily cases at its 
highest level since May 8.

Offi  cial stats showed there 
were 3,991 new positive cases of 
Covid-19 recorded, compared 
with 3,105 on Tuesday.

That is the highest daily fi gure 
for new cases since May 8, when 
there were 4,649 new cases re-
ported.

Case numbers have started to 
increase in recent days but Brit-
ain’s testing capacity has also 
grown since the peak of the fi rst 

wave of the virus earlier this year.
There were also a further 20 

new deaths from Covid-19, ac-
cording to fi gures that show fa-
talities within 28 days of a fi rst 
positive test.

The prime minister yesterday 
said his government was working 
hard to increase testing capacity 
to tackle the coronavirus pan-
demic, saying he aimed to be able 
to do 500,000 tests a day by the 
end of October.

“We will be up at 500,000 per 
day by the end of October,” John-
son told a parliamentary com-
mittee, adding that he hoped 
that would be enough to meet 
increasing demand.

He repeated that the govern-

ment would hold an inquiry into 
its handling of the coronavirus 
crisis, but did not give a time for 
it. The government promised  
to do whatever it takes to boost 
laboratory capacity that has left 
people across the land with no 
way to get a Covid-19 test.

The government has in May 
promised to create a “world-
beating” system to test and trace 
people exposed to the virus.

But repeated attempts by Reu-
ters reporters to get Covid-19 
tests failed, while at a walk-in 
testing centre at Southend-on-
Sea in eastern England hundreds 
of people were queuing to get 
a test — some from as early as 
0500GMT.

“Laboratory capacity has been 
an issue, we are working our way 
through that,” Justice Secretary 
Robert Buckland told Sky News.

“We’ll do whatever it takes to 
make sure we have that capacity,” 
he told BBC TV. “We know where 
the pressure points are, we are pi-
loting new walk-in test centres.”

Health Secretary Matt Han-
cock said on Tuesday that fi xing 
the system would take weeks.

Buckland said health workers, 
care home workers and school 
children and their parents should 
get priority for tests.

Though Britain’s testing prob-
lems are acute, other major Eu-
ropean countries have also had 
hiccups.

Police raid offi  cers accused
of neo-Nazi online chats
AFP
Berlin

More than 200 police in 
western Germany yes-
terday swooped on col-

leagues accused of spreading 
“repulsive” far-right propaganda 
in online chatrooms, a state inte-
rior minister said.

In the latest political scan-
dal to rock Germany’s security 
services, Herbert Reul, interior 
minister of Germany’s most 
populous region North Rhine-
Westphalia (NRW), said the raids 
targeted 34 police stations and 
private homes connected to 11 
main suspects.

The police offi  cers are believed 
to have shared more than 100 
neo-Nazi images in WhatsApp 
groups including swastikas, pic-
tures of Adolf Hitler and a digit-
ally altered image of a refugee in 
the gas chamber of a concentra-
tion camp.

“This is the worst and most 
repulsive kind of hate-baiting,” 
Reul told reporters, adding that 

he expected the investigation to 
turn up further chats with off en-
sive content.

The suspects could face charg-
es including incitement to racial 
hatred.

A total of 29 police offi  cers are 
facing disciplinary proceedings 
connected to the case and have 
been suspended pending their 
outcome.

A spokesman for the federal 
interior ministry called the re-
ports “highly alarming” and de-
manded a quick and thorough 
investigation to determine the 
extent of any far-right infi ltra-
tion of the police.

“It casts a negative light on 
police across Germany in our 
view and is a slap in the face for 
offi  cers who demonstrate their 
great loyalty to the free demo-
cratic order every day under the 
most diffi  cult circumstances,” 
the spokesman Steve Alter told 
reporters.

Reul said a probe against one 
police unit in the town of Muel-
heim an der Ruhr discovered the 
chats, which he called “a disgrace 

for the NRW police force” as a 
whole.

He said he was appointing an 
ombudsman to investigate the 
extent of racist behaviour in the 
state’s police ranks.

“Right-wing extremists and 
neo-Nazis have absolutely no 
place in the North Rhine-West-
phalia police, our police,” he said, 
adding that it was up to authori-
ties now to show a “crystal clear 
political profi le” that rejected the 
far right.

Germany has been embroiled 
in a string of revelations of right-
wing extremism within the ranks 
of the police and military.

In July, prosecutors an-
nounced the arrest of a former 
police officer and his wife who 
they suspect of having sent 
threatening e-mails to politi-
cians and other public figures 
across Germany.

The anonymous messages 
were all signed “NSU 2.0”, a ref-
erence to the German neo-Nazi 
cell National Socialist Under-
ground that committed a string 
of racist murders in the 2000s.

Student apologises for
killing Italy policeman
AFP
Rome

A US student on trial for kill-
ing an Italian policeman 
during a failed drug bust 

last year tearfully apologised yes-
terday, saying he would never for-
give himself.

Finnegan Lee Elder, 20, read a 
statement in front of the Rome 
court in which he said the evening 
of July 26, 2019, was “the worst 
night of my life”, according to Ital-
ian news agencies at the hearing, 
which is closed to most media due 
to coronavirus restrictions.

Elder and friend Gabriel Natale-
Hjorth face possible life sentences 
for murder.

Prosecutors say policeman 
Mario Cerciello Rega was killed in 
an unprovoked nighttime attack 
after he and his partner, both in 
plain clothes, approached the two 
American friends on vacation in 
Italy, who had earlier tried to buy 
drugs.

Elder has admitted to stabbing 
policeman Mario Cerciello Rega 
several times with an eight-inch 
combat knife, but both he and 

Hjorth say they were jumped from 
behind by men they thought were 
drug dealers.

“That night was the worst night 
of my life and not only because 
I’m writing this in prison, far away 
from everyone and everything I 
love. That night was the worst 
night of my life because I took a 
man’s life, I took a husband away 
from his wife, I broke a bond be-
tween brothers and I took a son 
away from his mother. I’ll never be 
able to forgive myself for this.”

Cerciello’s death was front-
page news last year due to an out-
pouring of public sympathy for the 
policeman, who had just returned 
to work after his honeymoon.

But there was also widespread 
shock over leaked photos of 
Natale-Hjorth blindfolded and 
handcuff ed inside a police station.

Natale-Hjorth fought with Cer-
ciello’s partner during the attack.

Even though he did not stab 
Cerciello, under Italian law he fac-
es the same charge of “voluntary 
homicide” with a special circum-
stance of killing a police offi  cer.

Elder and Natale-Hjorth, both 
from San Francisco, were 19 and 18 
at the time of the killing.

Poland’s ruling Law and Justice (PiS) party 
yesterday defended its plan to ban the 
breeding of animals for fur in parliament as 
hundreds of angry protesters rallied at the 
party’s headquarters. PiS submitted a bill 
proposing the ban, which excludes rabbit 
fur, and party head Jaroslaw Kaczynski cited 
animal welfare as the reason. It is expected to 
get cross-party support. “To say we are getting 
rid of the agricultural branch is not true. No 
one is banning farmers from raising cattle. 
This is simply a ban of the inhumane murder of 
these animals,” said PiS member of parliament 
Marek Suski during a debate in the lower 
house of parliament, the Sejm.

Russia yesterday accused Washington of trying 
to foment a revolution in Belarus, where it sent 
its defence minister for talks on military ties, 
in a sign that Moscow’s support for embattled 
Belarusian leader Alexander Lukashenko 
was hardening. Mass protests since an 
August 9 election marred by vote-rigging 
allegations have posed the biggest threat yet 
to Lukashenko, and the Kremlin’s backing has 
become vital for his chances of extending his 
26-year rule. The former Soviet state farm boss 
travelled to Russia on Monday for his first talks 
with President Vladimir Putin since the crisis 
began, coming away with a $1.5bn loan to prop 
up his Soviet-style command economy.

Right-wing extremist Anders Behring Breivik, 
who murdered 77 people in Norway’s worst 
peace-time killing in 2011, has applied for parole, 
his lawyer said yesterday. Breivik also plans to 
file a new lawsuit against the Norwegian state 
regarding his conditions in prison, where he is 
kept apart from other inmates, lawyer Oystein 
Storrvik said. In July 2011, disguised as a police 
off icer, Breivik tracked and gunned down 69 
people, most of them teenagers, at a Labour 
Party youth camp on the island of Utoya, shortly 
after killing eight people in a bombing outside 
a government building in Oslo. He was jailed 
in 2012 to Norway’s then-harshest sentence, 21 
years in prison.

Police backed by a helicopter yesterday 
searched the area around a village in southern 
Spain where locals reported seeing a black 
panther on the loose. A man saw the animal 
near his car near the town of Ventas de Huelma 
on Tuesday and experts who searched the area 
found tracks on the ground that appear to be 
from a panther, the local town hall said in a 
statement. Several police patrols backed by a 
helicopters with a thermal imaging camera were 
searching the area to try to capture the animal 
which has been spotted by others, it added.
“This animal is very active at night and you never 
know how it may react, so please avoid going 
out at night,” the statement said.

Dozens of migrants, including children, have 
been discovered hiding in a refrigerated 
truck, Austrian police said yesterday after 
arresting a suspected member of a network 
smuggling people through the European 
Union. The case recalled the 2015 tragedy 
of 71 decomposing bodies loaded in the 
back of a refrigerated vehicle abandoned 
on a highway in Austria. They had died of 
suffocation in Hungary and four smugglers 
– an Afghan and three Bulgarians – were 
convicted and jailed. Police said in the current 
case, 38 people, including six minors, were 
held last week after their truck pulled up in 
Lower Austria. 

Protest in Poland against
plan to ban fur breeding

US promoting revolution
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Black panther on the loose
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People wearing a face covering due to the Covid-19 pandemic, arrive at a novel coronavirus testing centre in Stockport, northwest England, yesterday.

Melania sculpture

A bronze replica depicting US First Lady Melania Trump, 
made by US artist Brad Downey, is seen after its unveiling 
in a field near US First Lady’s hometown Sevnica, Slovenia. 
The statue of US First Lady Melania Trump is a replica of an 
original wooden statue made by Slovenian artist Ales ‘Maxi’ 
Zupevc, which was inaugurated on July 4, 2019 and later 
burned by unknown perpetrators on July 5, 2020.
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Amitabh to lend voice
to Amazon’s Alexa
AFP
Mumbai

Bollywood superstar Am-
itabh Bachchan will be 
the fi rst Indian celebrity 

to lend his voice to Amazon’s 
Alexa digital assistant starting 
next year, as the Silicon Valley 
giant expands its presence in 
the massive market.

Foreign fi rms such as Ama-
zon have spent tens of billions 
of dollars in India in recent 
years as they fi ght for a piece of 
the the country’s burgeoning 
digital economy.

In a blog post on Monday, 
Amazon India said Bachchan’s 
“voice experience” feature will 
become available for purchase 
on Alexa next year.

“It will include popular off er-
ings like jokes, weather, shayaris 
(poetry), motivational quotes, 
advice and more,” the fi rm said.

Alexa fi rst rolled out celebrity 

voice options last year with ac-
tor Samuel L Jackson, following a 
similar move by Google the year 
before, which gave users the op-
tion of hearing singer John Leg-
end on the Google Assistant.

“I am excited to create this 
voice experience,” the Bolly-
wood megastar said on Ama-
zon’s blog.

“With voice technology, we 
are building something to en-
gage more eff ectively with my 
audience and well-wishers.”

His earlier foray into vocal 
blogging in 2010, “Bachchan 
Bol-Bachchan Speak”, allowed 
fans to listen to pre-recorded 
messages by the star at the 
push of a button.

In addition to competing 
with voice-activated devices 
such as Apple’s Siri and Google 
Assistant for consumers, Ama-
zon is battling Walmart-backed 
Flipkart and JioMart, owned by 
Mukesh Ambani, for a share of 
the online retail market.

Facebook does not profi t 
from hate speech: offi  cial
AFP
Mumbai

Facebook does not profi t 
from hate speech, the tech 
giant’s India chief said 

yesterday, rejecting allegations 
the Silicon Valley fi rm failed to 
act on the issue over business 
concerns.

India is the biggest market for 
the US-based company and its 
messaging service WhatsApp in 
terms of users, and the fi rm is 
under pressure worldwide over 
the policing of hate speech.

Facebook has been embroiled 
in a huge row in the country after 
the Wall Street Journal reported 
in August that the company 
failed to remove anti-Muslim 
comments by a ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party politician in order 
to protect its business interests.

“It’s not good for us, not for 
people on the platform. There 

is no constituency that benefi ts 
from hate speech,” Facebook In-
dia Managing Director Ajit Mo-
han told The Times of India.

He added that the company 
was doing everything possible 
to “keep all kinds of harm away 
from the platform”.

The comments came a day af-
ter Mohan failed to appear before 
a Delhi Assembly panel probing 
allegations that Facebook had 
deliberately ignored instances of 
hate speech on its platform.

The fi rm is also being questioned 
by a parliamentary committee over 
its alleged political bias.

More than 40 rights groups 
worldwide have written a letter 
to Facebook chief executive Mark 
Zuckerberg demanding that India 
public policy head Ankhi Das be 
sidelined, pending the outcome 
of a civil rights audit, for allegedly 
failing to address anti-Muslim 
hate speech on the platform.

Das reportedly told staff  that 

punishing violations by politi-
cians from the BJP would harm 
the company’s business pros-
pects in India.

Mohan said Das was not re-
sponsible for any decisions gov-
erning hate speech.

“It’s important to highlight 
that the public policy team that 
Ankhi leads as part of my team is 
separate from the content policy 
team that enforces these deci-
sions,” he said.

“The bias is for more speech to 
be on the platform than less,” he 
said, adding that the company 
did not want to enable the “cen-
sorship of speech from elected 
offi  cials or political leaders”.

Following a media storm over 
its alleged failure to act against 
BJP lawmaker Raja Singh, the 
fi rm banned him from Facebook 
and Instagram this month.

Facebook said he was barred 
under its “dangerous individuals 
and organisations” policy.

Russia to sell
100mn doses
of Covid-19 
vaccine to India
Agencies
Moscow/ New Delhi

Russia’s sovereign wealth 
fund has agreed to supply 
100mn doses of its coro-

navirus vaccine, Sputnik-V, to 
Indian drug company Dr Red-
dy’s Laboratories, the fund said 
yesterday, as Moscow speeds 
up plans to distribute its shot 
abroad.

The deal comes after the Rus-
sian Direct Investment Fund 
(RDIF) reached agreements with 
Indian manufacturers to produce 
300mn doses of the vaccine in 
India, which is a major consumer 
of Russian oil and arms.

Dr Reddy’s, one of India’s top 
pharmaceutical companies, will 
carry out Phase III clinical trials 
of the vaccine in India, pending 
regulatory approval, RDIF said in 
a statement.

Deliveries to India could begin 
in late 2020, it said, adding this 
was subject to the completion of 
trials and the vaccine’s registra-
tion by regulatory authorities in 
India.

Russia was the fi rst country to 
license a novel coronavirus vac-
cine before large-scale Phase III 
trials were complete, stirring 
concern among scientists and 
doctors about the safety and ef-
fi cacy of the shot.

The Phase I and II results had 
shown promise, G V Prasad, 
co-chairman of Dr Reddy’s, was 
cited in the RDIF statement as 
saying.

“Sputnik V vaccine could 
provide a credible option in our 
fi ght against Covid-19 in India,” 
he said.

There was no detail about the 
price of the vaccine but RDIF has 
said previously it was not aiming 
at making a profi t, just covering 
costs.

The RDIF has already reached 
vaccine supply deals with Kaza-

khstan, Brazil and Mexico.
Russia has billed Sputnik-V 

as the fi rst vaccine against the 
coronavirus to be registered in 
the world.

Phase III trials, involving 
at least 40,000 people, were 
launched in Russia on August 26 
but have yet to be completed.

Meanwhile, the Serum Insti-
tute of India has received regu-
latory approval to resume local 
clinical trials of AstraZeneca’s 
potential Covid-19 vaccine, a 
source familiar with the matter 
said.

The approval came from the 
Drugs Controller General of 
India (DCGI), according to the 
source.

AstraZeneca has resumed 
British clinical trials of the vac-
cine, one of the most advanced 
in development for Covid-19, 
after they were paused earlier 
this month following a serious 
side eff ect in a trial participant.

Trials have also resumed in 
Brazil and South Africa, but 
remain on hold in the United 
States.

Indian regulators had allowed 
Serum’s trials of the Astra-
Zeneca vaccine to resume under 
certain conditions, including 
increased safety monitoring and 
informing volunteers about new 
fi ndings, a DCGI source said.

“We allowed them (to resume 
trials) after a detailed discussion 
with authorities in the UK and 
the company itself,” the source 
added.

Serum, the world’s biggest 
vaccine manufacturer, did not 
respond to requests for com-
ment, while DCGI representa-
tives did not respond to e-mails 
seeking comment.

The announcement comes as 
India’s coronavirus cases surged 
past 5mn yesterday, piling pres-
sure on hospitals grappling with 
unreliable supplies of oxygen 
that they need to treat tens of 

thousands of critical patients.
India is only the second coun-

try in the world to cross the grim 
milestone and said this week it is 
considering granting an emer-
gency authorisation for a vac-
cine, particularly for the elderly 
and people in high-risk work-
places.

With its latest 1mn cases re-
corded in just 11 days, a world 
record, India now has 5.02mn 
infections.

Only the United States has 
more, with 6.59mn.

India has for some time been 
recording the world’s biggest 
daily jumps in cases, and yester-
day, the rise was just over 90,000 
with a record 1,290 deaths.

While India took 167 days to 
reach 1mn cases, the next million 
came in just 21 days, faster than 
the US and Brazil, according to 
the Times of India.

Just 29 days later, India be-
came only the third country af-
ter the US and Brazil to post 4mn 
infections.

India passed Brazil earlier this 
month.

Even so, and with India now 
testing around a million people 
daily, many experts say that this 
is not enough and that the true 
number of infections may be far 
higher.

This has been borne out in 
several studies in recent weeks 
measuring antibodies against 
the virus among the cramped 
populations of megacities New 
Delhi and Mumbai.

The India Council for Medi-
cal Research, the country’s lead 
pandemic agency, said last week 
that its survey had suggested 
that already in May, 6.5mn peo-
ple were infected.

The same goes for deaths – 
82,066 as of yesterday, less than 
half the US toll of 195,000 – with 
many deaths not properly re-
corded by authorities even in 
normal times.

Farmers return home after lifting their blockade on a 
national highway during the third day of a protest against 
agriculture-related ordinances brought by the federal 
government, in Beas, some 55km from Amritsar yesterday.

Farmers lift blockade

A patient suff ering from the coronavirus disease speaks to his family members, using ‘Mitra’ at the Intensive Care Unit of the Yatharth 
Super Speciality Hospital in Noida.

Mitra the robot helps Covid 
patients speak to loved ones
Reuters
New Delhi

A hospital in India has 
deployed a customer-
service robot to patrol its 

wards, connecting coronavirus 
patients to friends and rela-
tives.

Mitra, meaning “friend” in 
Hindi, is best known for in-
teracting with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at an event in 
2017.

Its piercing eyes are equipped 
with facial recognition technol-
ogy to help it recall people it has 
previously interacted with.

A tablet attached to Mitra’s 
chest allows patients to see 
loved ones, as well as medical 
staff  unable to access the wards.

“It takes a lot of time to re-
cover, and during this time, 
when patients need their fami-
lies the most, they are unable to 
visit,” said Dr Arun Lakhanpal, 
a doctor at the Yatharth Super 
Speciality Hospital in Noida 
Extension, a satellite city of the 
New Delhi.

Mitra is mainly used by pa-
tients who are not able to com-
municate using their phones.

“We mainly discuss my 
health,” said Makhanlal Qazi, a 
retired government bureaucrat 
and coronavirus patient who 
has used the robot to commu-
nicate with relatives.

“I came here on Friday and 
now I have started feeling bet-
ter. I am feeling very happy 
now.”

The robot, developed by 
Bengaluru-based start-up In-
vento Robotics, cost the hospi-
tal Rs1mn ($13,600), according 
Yatharth Tyagi, director of the 
company that runs the hospital.

Mitra is also being used for 
remote consultations with spe-
cialists to reduce their risk of 
becoming infected, he added.

“Normally it is very diffi  cult 
for a psychologist or a dietician 
to see a Covid patient,” Tyagi 
said, adding the robot is “very 
useful”.

Meanwhile, as India’s coro-
navirus infections surged past 
5mn yesterday, hospitals are 
grappling with unreliable sup-
plies of oxygen that they need 
to treat tens of thousands of 
critical patients.

In the big states of Ma-
harashtra, Gujarat and Uttar 
Pradesh, that are also some of 

the worst-aff ected by the virus, 
demand for oxygen has more 
than tripled, doctors and gov-
ernment offi  cials said, prompt-
ing urgent calls for help.

“Desperate patients have 
been calling me through the 
night but I don’t know when I 
will get stock,” Rishikhesh Patil, 
an oxygen supplier in Nashik, 
said.

At least 6% of India’s nearly 
1mn active cases need oxygen 
support, Health Ministry of-
fi cial Rajesh Bhushan told re-
porters.

Supplies were adequate 
but state governments should 
monitor usage and fl ag short-
ages, he said.

“The problem happens when 
at a facility level, if there is no 
inventory management. Eve-
ry state should ensure this,” 
Bhushan said.

In the capital of India’s 
most populous state of Uttar 
Pradesh, the total requirement 
of oxygen cylinders stood at 
5,000 compared with 1,000 
cylinders in normal times, a 
government offi  cial said.

The worst-aff ected state of 
Maharashtra has decided to 
reduce supply to neighbouring 

states to meet its growing de-
mand, a state government of-
fi cial said.

Vehicles carrying oxygen will 
get right of way and can use si-
rens to ensure they reach hospi-
tals faster.

Ravindra Khade Patil, a doc-
tor who manages two private 
hospitals on the outskirts of 
Mumbai, spoke of the stress he 
faces trying to ensure he can 
supply his patients with oxy-
gen.

Two days ago, the supplier of 
oxygen to his hospitals did not 
turn up at his usual time.

Patil made frantic calls to 
the supplier and then to near-
by hospitals and lawmakers, 
knowing that if the oxygen 
didn’t arrive on time, it would 
be too late for some of his most 
critical patients.

Finally, past midnight, 
thanks to pressure from a gov-
ernment offi  cial, the oxygen 
tanks arrived.

“If they had arrived even a 
couple of hours late, we could 
have lost fi ve or six patients. 
Every day, we are worried if we 
will be able to meet our require-
ments, if the oxygen will arrive 
or not,” Patil said.

The Supreme Court has ordered a fresh probe 
into the the mysterious death in 2017 of a 
student of National Law University in Jodhpur. 
Neetu Kumar Nagaich, mother of victim Vikrant 
Nagaich, had urged the court to transfer the case 
from Rajasthan police to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation, as there has been no progress in 
the investigation so far. Criticising the Rajasthan 
police, the court said their closure report was 
a “clear hasty action.” The victim went to a 
restaurant, just 300m from the university 
campus, with friends in the evening of August 
13, 2017. His body was found next morning near 
a railway track. The victim’s mother alleged that 
the police were yet to retrieve his mobile phone 
data to find out his whereabouts on the night of 
the incident.

Punjab police have arrested three men in the 
murder of two relatives of cricketer Suresh 
Raina and the murderous attack on three others, 
Chief Minister Amarinder Singh said yesterday. 
The police are also on the lookout for 11 other 
suspects, who are all members of a criminal 
gang, the police said. On the night of August 
19, Raina’s uncle Ashok Kumar was killed by the 
gang in Tharyal village in Pathankot district. 
Ashok’s son Kaushal succumbed to injuries 
on August 31 while Raina’s aunt and Ashok’s 
wife Asha Rani was critically injured. Two other 
persons were also attacked and injured by the 
suspects during a robbery attempt. The police 
said the gang members had committed similar 
crimes in Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, 
and elsewhere in Punjab.

Four people yesterday agreed to appear for a 
lie detector test in response to a demand by 
the Central Bureau of Investigation which took 
over the probe into the death of hugely popular 
young Kerala musician Balabhaskar in a road 
accident. The four include Arjun, the driver of 
the car which met with an accident in the early 
hours of September 25, 2018, on the outskirts of 
Thiruvananthapuram. The others include popular 
stage artiste Kalabhavan Soby George, who 
passed through the scene of the accident, Vishnu 
Somasundaram, the manager of the music troupe 
of the musician, and friend Prakash Thampi. The 
test will be conducted in Thiruvananthapuram. 
Balabhaskar, 40, was travelling with his wife and 
two-year-old daughter from Thrissur to the Kerala 
capital, when their car met with the accident.

The Delhi police’s yesterday filed a voluminous 
charge-sheet against 15 suspects under the 
stringent Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 
Indian Penal Code and Arms Act in connection 
with a case related to widespread violence in 
Delhi in February. The charge-sheet was filed 
at Delhi’s Karkardooma court before Additional 
Sessions Judge Amitabh Rawat. It names Tahir 
Hussain, Devangana Kalita, Asif Iqbal Tanha, 
Natasha Narwal, Mohamed Pervez Ahmad, 
Mohamed Ilyas, Saifi Khalid, Ishrat Jahan, Meeran 
Haidar, Safoora Zargar, Shahdab Ahamd, Talseem 
Ahmad, Salim Malik, Mohamed Salim Khan and 
Athar Khan. The charge-sheet, however, does 
not name Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam. Their 
names will be added in a supplementary charge-
sheet later.

A West Bengal court yesterday sentenced 
Anindita Dey, the wife of Calcutta High Court 
lawyer Rajat Kumar Dey, to life imprisonment 
for the murder of her husband and tampering 
with evidence. While being taken out of the 
courtroom to a prison van, Anindita shouted: “I 
have been framed in the case. I will continue to 
fight for justice till the last drop of my blood.” 
Rajat was found dead under mysterious 
circumstances inside his flat on November 25, 
2018. His wife initially claimed that Rajat died 
due to cardiac arrest. But later an autopsy report 
confirmed Rajat died due to strangulation. Police 
sources said Rajat was choked to death with a 
mobile phone charger cord. Investigators had 
seized Anindita’s mobile phone and laptop for 
further inquiry.

SC orders fresh probe 
into law student’s death

Three held in murder
of Raina relatives

Lie detector test in
musician’s death 

Police file charge-sheet 
against 15 in riots case

Wife sentenced to life 
for lawyer’s murder 
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By Alice Albright and David Moinina 
Sengeh
Washington, DC/Freetown

The coronavirus has shuttered 
schools for more than 1bn 
children around the world. 
Because the vast majority have 

been unable to make the transition to 
online education, school closures have 
widened the pre-existing gap between 
how much rich children and poor 
children learn.

The challenges are greatest in the 
poorest countries. In Sub-Saharan 
Africa, for example, about one in ten 
students have a computer at home, 
and more than half live in households 
without electricity. Unreliable Internet 
connections, limited access to mobile 
devices, and high costs put e-learning 
further out of reach.

Even before Covid-19, developing 
countries were facing a serious 
education crisis. Today, 53% of 
children in low- and middle-income 
countries cannot read or understand a 
simple story by age ten. In the poorest 
countries, this fi gure is as high as 80%. 
As school closures drag on, this crisis 
risks becoming a catastrophe.

Existing disparities will worsen as the 
pandemic weakens economies. Many 
developing countries will post negative 
growth rates in 2020 for the fi rst time in 
over two decades. Covid-19 could push 
as many as 100mn more people into 
extreme poverty, increasing the risk that 
children will be put to work instead of 
being allowed to continue their studies. 
The economic shock could force 24mn 
children out of school forever, and will 

have long-term eff ects even on those 
who return. The World Bank estimates 
that the learning already lost as a result 
of fi ve months of school closures will 
cost this generation $10tn in lifetime 
earnings.

Girls are especially vulnerable. When 
Sierra Leone’s schools closed for eight 
months in 2014-15 to stop the spread of 
Ebola, girls experienced higher dropout 
rates as a result of teenage pregnancy, 
domestic violence, and sexual abuse. 
Over the next decade, as many as 13mn 
more girls could be forced into early 
marriage by struggling parents.

Because pandemic-related school 
closures could be long-lasting or 
recurrent, policymakers must radically 
rethink how to deliver education so that 
all children are learning. Without major 
steps to put the most marginalised 
children at the centre of our education 
systems, the world risks losing an entire 
generation to illiteracy, ignorance, and 
dependence.

Today, Sierra Leone is using the 
lessons learned during the Ebola crisis 
to provide inclusive remote learning. 
Because only 13% of the country’s 
households are connected to the 
Internet, radio and television stations 
are broadcasting lessons. Children 
living in off -grid households have 
received printed learning materials, 
and the government has been sending 
food to the homes of more than 6,000 
children who normally eat their main 
meal at school. In addition, over 
143,000 primary-school students who 
returned to school in preparation for 
their national examination on August 3 
received rice to take home.

As members of the Global Partnership 

for Education (GPE), Sierra Leone and 
other Ebola-aff ected countries have 
been sharing their experiences with 
other developing countries. And with 
support from the GPE’s Covid-19 
response fund, governments are rolling 
out distance-learning solutions that 
focus on the most marginalised.

In Guinea, for example, regular 
education programming is peppered 
with messages aimed at preventing 
gender-based violence and promoting 
girls’ education. The Zambian 
authorities are distributing solar-
powered radios so that children living in 
households without electricity can tune 
in to lessons, while visually impaired 
students in Tanzania have received 
Braille workbooks. And in Myanmar, 
teachers are learning how to provide 
psychosocial support and counselling 
to students suff ering from stress or 
trauma.

But we cannot stop at inclusive 
distance learning. When schools reopen, 
developing countries need to remake their 
education systems so that they break 
down deep-seated inequalities – which 
extend far beyond schooling – instead of 
perpetuating them.

To ensure that the poorest girls have 
the same educational opportunities as 
the richest boys, governments must 
waive school fees, provide meals, and 
cover expenses to enable the lowest-
income families to keep their children 
in school. Children in rural areas, 
especially girls, need transport to get 
to their classrooms safely. Pregnant 
girls and young mothers need options 
that will allow them to return to 
school and continue their education. 
And teachers need training and 

support to enable all their students to 
learn.

Although governments are facing the 
deepest economic recession in recent 
memory, they should remember that 
an educated population will most likely 
be their most valuable resource as their 
countries recover from the pandemic 
and confront future challenges. In 
July, a coalition of international and 
local organisations launched the 
#SaveOurFuture campaign to highlight 
how damage to education systems 
will hinder progress toward all 17 
Sustainable Development Goals.

Governments must protect education 
budgets to mitigate the pandemic’s long-
term eff ects on children. The international 
community must support them by 
sustaining aid to education and providing 
debt relief, so that poorer countries can 
invest in their children’s future instead 
of cutting education spending when it 
is needed most. Unless we act now, the 
overall education fi nancing gap for low- and 
lower-income countries, currently $148bn 
per year, could increase by 30% as a result 
of the crisis.

Radical inclusion is not easy, but 
it is possible. As the world emerges 
from the pandemic, we must focus 
on transforming school systems and 
tearing down the barriers that prevent 
us from providing a quality education 
for every child. – Project Syndicate

Alice Albright is CEO of the Global 
Partnership for Education. David 
Moinina Sengeh, Minister of Basic and 
Senior Secondary Education and Chief 
Innovation Offi  cer of Sierra Leone, is a 
member of the Global Partnership for 
Education’s board of directors.
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Grow zero-carbon
power to meet
climate goals

All new electricity supply growth worldwide can now 
come from zero-carbon sources, according to a plan released 
by businesses and environmental advocates yesterday that 
charts the path to a net-zero world by 2050.

In one of the most comprehensive proposals to date on 
how the global economy can reduce its carbon emissions 
in line with the Paris climate goals, the Energy Transitions 
Commission (ETC) said clean power provision must be 
ramped up at a pace nearly six times higher than currently.

It said there should be “no permanent reliance” on 
negative emissions technologies to achieve net-zero, calling 
instead for increased energy effi  ciency and removing fossil 
fuel subsidies.

“We have witnessed great progress in renewables and 
batteries that make us optimistic about the prospects for 
clean electrifi cation,” Sandrine Dixson-Decleve, an energy 
policy expert and former chief partnership offi  cer of UN 
Sustainable Development, said.

She said achieving the Paris goals would require “the right 
policy and investment” as well as consumer pressure on 
industry to slash pollution and pursue greener growth paths.

This would include increasing carbon prices and working 
with fi nanciers to channel more funding towards renewables.

The 2015 landmark climate deal enjoins nations to limit 
global temperature rises to “well below” 2C (3.6F) through a 
rapid and sweeping drawdown of greenhouse gas emissions.

It also aims for a safer 
warming cap of 1.5C.

With just 1C of warming so 
far, Earth is already seeing a 
drastic increase in the scale 
and frequency of droughts, 
wildfi res and storm surges 
made worse by rising sea 
levels.

Yet in the years since the 
Paris accord was struck 

emissions have risen steadily.
The UN now says that for 1.5C to remain in play the world 

must slash its carbon pollution 7.6% every year through 
2030.

The ETC is a global coalition of business leaders and 
environmental advocates, including heads of energy 
producers and fi nancial institutions.

Its analysis found it was “technically and economically 
possible” to achieve a carbon-free economy by 2050 for less 
than the cost of 0.5% of global GDP.

To do so, governments and businesses must work together 
to reduce energy consumption while improving living 
standards in developing countries, as well as deploying new 
technology such as hydrogen or sustainable biomass for 
industries that cannot be electrifi ed.

“The growth in electricity demand in developing countries 
can be met with fast renewable deployment at no extra cost 
compared to fossil-based developments,” said Dickson-
Decleve.

The ETC estimated that additional investment required to 
implement its plan would be $1-2tn annually, equivalent to 
1-1.5% of global GDP.

“The transition to a net-zero-emissions economy is 
actually really aff ordable,” said Dickson-Decleve.

“The costs of doing nothing are huge in dollar terms, but 
they are even more dramatic in human terms.” 

The ETC includes senior executives from oil majors BP and 
Shell, both of which have come in for criticism from green 
campaigners for continuing to invest in upstream oil and gas 
projects.

Dickson-Decleve said that while all companies must shift 
towards low-carbon infrastructure, “the transition strategy 
will look diff erent from one company to the other”.

“The transition 
to a net-zero-
emissions 
economy is 
actually really 
aff ordable”

A radically inclusive 
makeover for education



Pakistan to see
2% economic
growth this
fi scal year: ADB
Internews
Islamabad

Pakistan is projected to post 
broad economic recovery 
of about 2% during cur-

rent fi scal year (2020-21) sub-
ject to the subsiding coronavirus 
outbreak and the resumption of 
structural reforms under the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
programme, the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) said.

However, the economic out-
look is subject to unusually po-
tent downside risks in light of 
uncertainty about the duration 
and magnitude of the pandemic, 
the persistence of containment 
measures, and more than ex-
pected fall in remittances.

In its Asian Development Out-
look (ADO) update, the Manila-
based lending agency improved 
its economic growth rate fore-
cast for the south Asian region to 
7.1% from 4.9% in June but kept 
Pakistan’s growth forecast un-
changed at 2%.

The bank said Pakistan growth 
rate of 2% for FY2021 assumed 
that the Covid-19 impact will 
subside by the end of 2020 the 
end of the second quarter of 
FY2021 allowing global condi-
tions to normalise and economic 
sentiment to improve.

It also assumed the resump-
tion of structural reform under 
an ongoing IMF Extended Fund 
Facility programme to address 
macroeconomic imbalances.

On the supply side, agricul-
ture was expected to continue to 
lend impetus to the GDP growth. 
Growth in industry is forecast 
to improve in FY2021, led pre-
dominantly by construction and 
small-scale manufacturing.

In addition to the normalisa-
tion of global economic condi-

tions, improved market senti-
ment, and stronger business and 
consumer confi dence expected 
with the easing of the Covid-19 
pandemic by the end of the fi rst 
half of FY2021, a relatively low 
policy rate should facilitate the 
fi nancing of industrial initia-
tives.

Spurred by improved growth 
in agriculture and industry, 
coupled with an expected im-
provement in domestic demand 
overall, services should also con-
tribute to growth in FY2021, the 
ADB said.

It expected the infl ation to 
slow to 7.5% in FY2021, lower 
than earlier forecasts driven by 
the expected economic recovery, 
but tempered by expenditure re-
form, and the government’s de-
cision to stop borrowing from the 
central bank, which should help 
slow growth in the money supply 
to 14.2% in FY2021.

An upside risk to the infl ation 
forecast is global oil prices rising 
higher than currently projected 
in FY2021. A greater risk would 
be electricity tariff  increases 
currently under consideration to 
improve cost recovery in the in-
dustry and help bring down gov-
ernment subsidies.

The fi scal defi cit is forecast to 
decline to the equivalent of 7% 
of GDP in FY2021. Revenue is 
projected to increase, refl ecting 
ambitious revenue-mobilisation 
targets following initiatives to 
withdraw tax exemptions, ra-
tionalise tax concessions, and 
broaden the tax base.

This forecast depends on Cov-
id-19 risks subsiding and rapid 
economic recovery to pre-pan-
demic norms.

Fiscal expenditure is projected 
to increase only slightly as the 
anticipated curtailment of some 
current expenditures such as 
subsidies somewhat compen-
sate for higher development and 
social sector spending, which 
will continue to rise to support 
growth and economic recovery.

The current account defi cit is 
anticipated to remain contained 
at the equivalent of 2.4pc of GDP 
in FY2021.

Exports are expected to grow 
in FY2021 with the likely pickup 
in economic activity in Pakistan’s 
major trade partners, and as ex-
ports become more competitive 
thanks to government measures 
to reduce business costs.

Imports will rebound from a low 
base in FY2020 and, more impor-
tantly, in response to economic 
recovery in FY2021-and despite 
higher tariff s on imports of non-
essential goods, the ADB said.

Remittances should continue 
to cushion the current account 
defi cit but will likely be lower 
than in FY2020 with the layoff  
of Pakistani workers overseas, 
in particular the Middle East, as 
economic activity remains soft 
globally.

The ADB also anticipated con-
tinued improvement in the bal-
ance of payments and foreign 
reserve position in FY2021.

This prospect is due to a fl exible, 
market-determined exchange 
rate regime adopted in early 2019, 
which signifi cantly improved the 
FY2020 external position, the 
anticipated containment of fi scal 
and current account defi cits, debt 
service suspension granted by the 
G-20 and increasing foreign direct 
investment.

Ex-army men’s recruitment
into police force opposed
Internews
Peshawar 

Members of the opposi-
tion Awami National 
Party walked out of the 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assem-
bly to protest the recruitment of 
retired army men in various de-
partments.

“What will the unemployed 
youth of our province do if va-
cancies in civil departments are 
fi lled by recruiting retired army 
offi  cials,” ANP parliamentary 
leader Sardar Hussain Babak told 
the house.

During question hour, the 
home department disclosed 
in the written reply to Babak’s 
question that the police de-
partment in Buner district had 
employed 15 retired army men, 
including 11 locals and the rest 
from other districts.

The ANP leader, who also be-
longs to Buner, wondered why 
such recruitment was made 
when a large number of highly-
educated youth were jobless.

He asked the department why 

retired army men were employed 
on a contractual basis and where 
they would draw salaries from if 
the fi nance department didn’t 
sanction their posts.

“A detailed discussion was 
held in the house on Tuesday on 
the performance of the Frontier 
Works Organisation and this in-
stitution is under discussion yet 
again today,” he said.

Babak said if the house dis-
cussed the military institutions 
on a daily basis, then everyone 
would talk about them in public 
places.

Law Minister Sultan Mohamed 
Khan justifi ed the recruitment of 
the former military men in the 
police department saying it has 
been made in line with the police 
laws and rules. 

He added the police depart-
ment could hire former army 
men on contractual basis un-
der ‘special circumstances’. He, 
however, didn’t elaborate on it.

However, the ANP parliamen-
tary leader rejected the conten-
tion and announced a walk-
out along with party members 
against the recruitment of ex-

army men in civil departments.
The chair asked ministers 

Shaukat Yousafzai, Akbar Ayub 
Khan and Hisham Inamullah to 
persuade the ANP lawmakers to 
return. The opposition members 
later returned.

Speaking on a point of or-
der, lawmaker Mahmud Bittani 
drew the house’s attention to 
the brutal killing of a fi ve-year-
child in Tank area and said the 
minor’s body was found after he 
remained missing for around a 
week.

He said the incidence of crimes 
against children was increasing 
causing unrest among parents.

The MPA demanded the gov-
ernment take steps for the pre-
vention and control of such of-
fences and make laws to hand 
down exemplary punishment to 
culprits.

The chair directed the police 
department to produce a report 
regarding the child’s killing by 
next Friday.

He also directed the law minis-
ter to accelerate work on the pro-
posed law to award strict punish-
ment to child abusers.

 

                          PAKISTAN

Gulf Times 
Thursday, September 17, 2020  15

Setback for patients
as surgeon retires

The retirement of Prof Dr Asif 
Malik, the only transplant 
surgeon in public sector 
hospitals of the province, 
has brought renal transplant 
surgeries to a halt, dashing the 
hopes of around 70 patients 
waiting their turn to undergo 
free procedures and regain 
healthy kidneys at the Institute 
of Kidney Diseases (IKD), 
Peshawar. So far, 300 patients, 
including 40 Afghan nationals, 
have undergone free kidney 
transplants at the IKD. The 
surgeries were performed by a 
team of doctors led by Prof Asif 
Malik who retired on Tuesday.
The cost of renal transplant 
in private hospitals is about 
Rs2mn, which is virtually out of 
reach of the common man.
The Provincial Doctors 
Association (PDA) has 
requested the government to 
grant extension or hire Prof 
Malik’s services so that the 
patients could avail of the renal 
transplant facility.
“The prevalence of renal failure 
cases is very high. The IKD 
is the only transplant centre 
which has been performing 
successful renal transplants 
and Malik’s retirement has 
created a big vacuum,” PDA 
chairman Dr Zubair Tahir said.
Dr Tahir, a urologist, said many 
wards in other hospitals had 
been closed recently and as 
such Malik must be requested 
to stay on. In February 2018, 
the government established 
the Medical Transplantation 
Regulatory Authority (MTRA) 
and the public sector IKD had 
become the first institute of 
the province to start kidney 
transplants. The MTRA was set 
up to stop illegal transplants 
and register hospitals for legal 
transplants to benefit the 
people. Malik, who was made 
administrator of the MTRA, 
registered IKD, Combined 
Military Hospital, Rehman 
Medical Institute and North 
West General Hospital for 
renal transplants and the Lady 
Reading Hospital, Hayatabad 
Medical Complex, Khyber 
Teaching Hospital and Kuwait 
Teaching Hospital for corneal 
transplants. So far, a total of 
400 corneal transplants have 
taken place under the MTRA.
After the establishment of IKD, 
former caretaker chief minister 
Shamsul Mulk made Malik its 
first director to run it on the 
pattern of Sindh Institute of 
Urology and Transplantation 
(SIUT) for treatment of poor 
patients in the province.

Fighting Covid

A student walks through a coronavirus disinfection tunnel at the entrance of the Islamabad 
Model College of Commerce for Girls in Islamabad.

Nawaz’s return without 
treatment ‘not possible’
Internews
Lahore

Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) president 
Shehbaz Sharif yesterday 

said it was not possible for his 
brother and former prime min-
ister Nawaz Sharif to return to 
the country without fi nishing his 
medical treatment.

The PML-N president’s state-
ment comes a day after the Is-
lamabad High Court (IHC) issued 
non-bailable arrest warrants for 
Nawaz Sharif during a hearing 
over the former prime minister’s 
petition requesting exemption 
from court appearance.

In a brief ruling, IHC’s justice 
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani remarked 
that the PML-N supremo neither 
underwent a surgery despite citing 
it as a reason behind obtaining bail 
to travel to the United Kingdom 
nor was he admitted to a hospital.

“Our bail order has expired, 
which has its own eff ects,” the 
judge said during a hearing at the 
IHC over a petition to cancel Na-
waz’s bail in the Avenfi eld proper-
ties reference. The non-bailable 
arrest warrants were issued in or-

der to ensure the PML-N leader’s 
appearance at an upcoming hear-
ing on September 22.

“Returning without treatment 
is a serious threat to Nawaz’s life 
and the right to life is most impor-
tant and cannot be ignored,” said 
the opposition leader in the Na-
tional Assembly.

Shehbaz said the problem was 
not of Nawaz’s return but his 
health.

He pointed out that the ruling 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
had claimed that Kulsoom Nawaz, 
wife of the PML-N supremo, was 
not ill but she later died. Is it now 
possible to repair the damage done 
by the allegation, Shehbaz asked.

The former chief minister said 
doctors have cautioned Nawaz 
against travelling in the current 
situation as said this could be 
“life-threatening”.

He added the government had 
also “admitted” that the PML-N 
supremo’s treatment could not be 
done in Pakistan.

“The government had sent him 
to London on the recommenda-
tion of government and non-gov-
ernment doctors but his treatment 
was delayed due to coronavirus,” 
Shehbaz added.

The Minister for Information and Broadcasting 
Shibli Faraz has said passing the laws regarding 
the Financial Action Task Force is essential for 
the country because some principles would 
have to be adopted to go along with the world. 
Speaking to a private news channel in Islamabad, 
he expressed hope that the opposition would 
support the government to pass the FATF laws 
as these were in favour of the country. The 
minister said it would be very unfortunate for 
the country if the FATF laws is not passed by the 
parliament. Speaking on the Gujjarpura rape 
incident, Shibli Faraz said it was diff icult to fight 
crimes without introducing reforms in police 
department.

Prime Minister Imran Khan has expressed his 
commitment to pursue the recent motorway rape 
case to its logical conclusion and get the culprits 
punished. He expressed his determination while 
presiding over a high-level meeting in Lahore on 
the law and order situation in Punjab, availability 
and prices of essential goods and commodities, 
and welfare projects. The prime minister has 
ordered a strict crackdown against narcotics sellers 
and land grabbing mafia. Khan also directed the 
provincial administration to ensure the availability 
of essential commodities, especially wheat. The 
prime minister stressed that a journey towards a 
welfare state is the journey towards the prosperity 
of the nation.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Law Minister 
Sultan Mohamed Khan disclosed that 
the provincial government has started 
a universal health insurance system to 
provide free healthcare facilities to the 
people. Responding to a question raised 
by Humaira Khatoon during question 
hour in the provincial assembly session 
in Peshawar, he hoped the process of 
providing health insurance cards to all 
families of the province will be completed 
by January next year. Provincial Health 
Minister Taimur Saleem Jhagra said the 
government is monitoring health facilities 
of the hospital for better healthcare system.

The ministry of science and technology has 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
with the Capital Development Authority (CDA) to 
launch electric bus service in Islamabad. In the 
first phase, 30 electric buses will be brought into 
service in the capital. Islamabad will have fully 
electric buses in the next three to four years. By 
2023, 40% of transport will go electric. In August, 
an MoU was signed between the ride-hailing 
Pakistani startup Airlift and the ministry. “We are 
excited to put forth our plan of adding electric 
vehicles to our fleet. We are also extremely 
grateful for the support that we have received 
from all relevant government bodies,” Airlift said 
in a statement.

British Airways has announced it will begin 
direct flights from Lahore to London four days 
a week from the October 14. In a statement 
issued in London, the UK government said 
Lahore will be the second city in Pakistan that 
British Airways will connect to London, US 
and Canada. It further said that flights will be 
operated by a Boeing 787-8 departing from 
Heathrow Terminal 5 and landing at Lahore’s 
International Airport. Meanwhile, British 
high commissioner to Pakistan, Dr Christian 
Turner, said in a statement that the first-ever 
British Airways flights to Lahore are a sign of 
confidence in Pakistan and deepening ties 
between two countries.

Passing FATF laws very
essential: minister

PM pledges to pursue 
rape case to conclusion

Universal health insurance
system started: minister 

MoU signed to operate
electric buses in Islamabad

British Airways to begin 
Lahore to London flights
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Badini Trade Terminal

Pakistan Frontier Corps personnel stand guard at the 
newly-inaugurated Badini Trade Terminal Gateway, a border 
crossing point between Pakistan and Afghanistan at the 
border town of Qila Saifullah in the southwestern province of 
Balochistan, yesterday. 

Growth in industry is 
forecast to improve 
in FY2021, led 
predominantly by 
construction and small-
scale manufacturing



Leading retail chain LuLu 
Hypermarket has an-
nounced that it has “fur-

ther strengthened its presence 
in Qatar” with the launch of a 
new full-fledged hypermarket 
in Bin Mahmoud.

 The opening of new out-
let brings the total number of 
LuLu stores in Qatar to 13. In a 
press statement yesterday, the 
LuLu management indicated 
that this “phenomenal growth 
would not have been possible 
without the help and support of 
the governmental authorities 
and valued customers.” 

Due to the prevailing ex-
traordinary circumstances and 
respecting the Covid-19 pro-
tocol, the opening ceremony 
was held on a virtual platform. 
Spread on a huge built-up area 
of over 85,000sq ft with car 
parking facility, the new store 
is expected to become the “ul-
timate one-stop shop” for daily 
essentials and unique product 
offerings for a multi-ethnic cli-
ent profile living in and around 
Fereej Bin Mahmoud, Fereej 
Abdul Aziz, Msheireb, Munta-
zah, Al Sadd and Al Nasr, the 
statement notes.

Dr Mohamed Althaf, direc-
tor of LuLu Group, said: “LuLu 
is committed to expand in Qatar. 
Despite the challenges of Cov-
id-19 and its impact to the global 
economy, I trust and support the 
visionary leadership of this great 
country for business expansions 
and development of untouched 
market opportunities. 

“It is our duty as an organisa-
tion to boost economic growth 
and this is why we aggressively 
continue to bring the LuLu 
brand closer to people at vari-
ous residential communities. I 
hope that the new store will en-
sure safe and convenient shop-
ping experience to customers.”

The new venture will live 
up to the same brand identity 
that LuLu has committed to its 
customers since Day 1, high-
lighting quality products and a 
world-class shopping experi-
ence, the statement continues. 

The new store features 
“state-of-the-art amenities 
that match its world-class am-
biance”, providing a quality re-
tail experience. 

These include a “well-
planned retail floor layout 
focused on customer con-
venience, premium-quality 
products, highly competitive 
prices, excellent customer 
service and more, serving as 
a paradigm for world-class 
shopping experience.” 

The new outlet is tailored to 
meet the needs of modern-day 
shopping. The management 

said the store has services such 
as money exchange and ATMs, 
etc, for the convenience of cus-
tomers. 

The new hypermarket show-
cases all categories of mer-
chandise, starting from the 
fresh food section to a wide 
assortment of fruits and veg-
etables, meat, fish, poultry, 
bakery, hot and cold ready-
to-eat food, chilled and dairy 
products, frozen food, roast-
ery, grocery – food and non-
food, specialty imported foods, 
health and beauty products, 
household items, home appli-
ances, footwear, toys, luggage, 
stationery, linen, electronics, 

mobiles, IT products and more. 
Organic and ‘Free from 

worry’ food ranges and other 
specialty food imported from 
around the world are available 
on the shelves.

The new store will have a 
dedicated area to support local 
initiatives and stock all Qatari 
products on a priority basis.

Apart from its high-quality 
product range, LuLu has en-
sured safe shopping by imple-
menting health and hygiene 
measures, from contactless 
payments to safety measures 
among its employees, as well 
as regular sanitisation of the 
showroom, warehouse and 

transport facilities. Besides, 
strong measures such as hy-
giene protocol, social distanc-
ing, transparent protective 
shields for cashiers at check-
outs and regular deep clean-
ing of all shared surfaces and 
touch points, etc, are in place 

based on the Covid-19 protocol 
to ensure the health safety and 
wellness of customers and em-
ployees alike.

The new outlet has opened 
with inaugural offers and spe-
cial promos in all categories, 
including groceries, household, 

electronics, mobile, footwear, 
luggage, toys, home furnish-
ing, linen, fresh food and fruits 
& vegetables, etc, at wallet-
friendly prices that are exclu-
sive for the store’s clientele.

To widen its reach, LuLu 
has planned an “exponential 

growth” in its existing e-com-
merce operations by adding 
more vehicles to its current 
fleet, available at www.luluhy-
permarket.com This effort has 
then increased the manpower 
to better serve its customers, 
the statement adds.
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Vending machines 
at HIA dispense
protective gear 
against Covid-19
Hamad International Air-

port (HIA) has installed 
vending machines with 

Personal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE) across key passen-
ger touchpoints throughout the 
terminal, as part of the preven-
tive and precautionary measures 
against Covid-19. 

The newly introduced vending 
machines allow arriving, depart-
ing, and transferring passengers 
to easily access various disposa-
ble and reusable PPE equipment, 
including face masks, disposable 
gloves, hand sanitisers, disin-
fecting wipes, as well as com-
monly bought over-the-counter 
pharmacy items such as vitamins 
and personal care products.  Pas-
sengers can also fi nd PPE and 

last-minute travel essentials in 
retail stores located across the 
terminal. HIA has also become 
one of the fi rst to off er a unique 
facial recognition enabled tech-
nology, that provides passengers 
with a contactless and safe jour-
ney. 

The paperless airport experi-
ence is facilitated by combining 
passenger’s fl ight, passport, and 
facial biometric information in a 
‘single travel token’ at the self-
check-in kiosk, it was explained 
in a statement. 

Passengers can now use bio-
metric-enabled check-in kiosks 
to take their photo and scan their 
passport and boarding pass. This 
digital identity record makes the 
passenger’s face their pass at key 

airport touchpoints, such as self-
service bag-drop, pre-immigra-
tion, and self-boarding gates.

HIA maintains stringent 
cleaning procedures in line with 
international standards. The air-
port continues to implement a 
1.5m physical distancing across 
all passenger touchpoints around 
the airport, through fl oor mark-
ings, signage, and distanced 
seating. 

All passenger touchpoints are 

sanitised regularly and all gates 
and bus gate counters cleaned 
after each fl ight. HIA’s retail and 
food and beverage outlets en-
courage contactless and cashless 
transactions through electronic 
cards.

HIA will continue to invest 
in deploying the latest innova-
tive solutions to tackle air travel 
challenges, and provide safe and 
seamless travel experience, the 
statement added.

HIA has installed vending machines with PPE across key passenger touchpoints, as part of the preventive 
and precautionary measures against Covid-19. 

The airport continues to implement 
a 1.5m physical distancing across all 
passenger touchpoints around the 
airport, through floor markings, 
signage, and distanced seating

LuLu Hypermarket opens new store in Bin Mahmoud
  Opening of 

new outlet brings 
total number 
of LuLu stores in 
Qatar to 13

The new store in Bin Mahmoud is expected to become the ‘ultimate one-stop shop’ for daily essentials and unique product off erings for a 
multi-ethnic client profile living in and around Fereej Bin Mahmoud, Fereej Abdul Aziz, Msheireb, Muntazah, Al Sadd and Al Nasr.

Diff erent sections of LuLu Hypermarket, Bin Mahmoud.

The Butchery section.

The fruits section.

The new outlet is tailored to meet the needs of modern-day shopping.

The new venture will live up to the 
same brand identity that LuLu has 
committed to customers since Day 1
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